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NO-SMOKING POLICY

Introduction

On 1st July, 2007, the ‘Smoke-Free (Premises and Enforcement) Regulations 2006’ came into force. These regulations set out some of the detail of the Health Act 2006, and mean that smoking is now prohibited in any building open to the public which is enclosed or substantially enclosed (including structures such as tents, marquees or similar).. Premises are ‘open to the public’ if the public or a section of the public has access to them, whether by invitation or not, and whether on payment or not. Such premises are required to have ‘No Smoking’ signs in place at each entrance and displayed in a prominent position.

As all licensed premises and membership clubs are subject to these regulations, bowls clubs have to conform.

This No-Smoking Policy seeks to guarantee the right of all to breathe air free of tobacco smoke and exhaust vapour from electronic cigarettes, personal vaporizer or electronic nicotine delivery systems and to comply with smoke-free legislation within the Ruislip Bowls Club buildings and identified areas leased by the Ruislip Bowls Club from the London Borough of Hillingdon. 

At the 2015 AGM of Ruislip Bowls Club it was agreed by the membership that a No-Smoking Policy would be introduced, limiting smoking to prescribed areas of the premises. Adequate signage will be displayed to inform club members, visiting players, general visitors, contractors or employees, of the smoke-free status of Bowls Club buildings and other areas leased by the Ruislip Bowls Club from the London Borough of Hillingdon. 

The Policy

This policy has been devised in full consideration of all club members. It enjoys the support of the Ruislip Bowls Committee and Health and Safety representative(s).

Smoking is defined as the smoking of cigarettes, cigars and pipes, and also includes the use of electronic cigarettes (e-cig or e-cigarettes), personal vaporizer (PV) or electronic nicotine delivery systems.
* 	Smoking is not permitted in any part of the Bowls Club buildings at any time, by any person regardless of their status or business within the Bowls Club buildings.
* 	Smoking is not allowed at, or in near vicinity of, entrances and exits to Bowls Club buildings. 
* 	Smoking is not allowed on the green.
* 	Smoking is not allowed on the patio area in front of the club house.
* 	Smoking is not allowed on the pathway in front of the club house patio.
*  The captain of the day will inform all players of the no smoking policy restrictions before the start of any match.
*	To comply with smoke-free legislation smoking is not permitted in vehicles used for Bowls Club player transportation, unless passengers and driver all agree that smoking is to be allowed.

Informing Members of the Policy

Members will receive notice of the implementation of this policy, a copy of which is displayed in the clubhouse.  Further copies of the policy are available on request from the Bowls Club Secretary. 
All members, visitors, contractors, deliverers and temporary staff are expected to abide by the terms of this policy. The following arrangements have been made for informing them of its existence:
* 	Adequate signage.
* 	On application to join the club, either as a full or social member, members will be informed of this policy. 

* 	Visiting clubs will be informed by our club fixture cards and /or by relevant information on our fixtures’ documentation.  
* 	Existing members, and any new members when enrolled, will be made aware of this policy.

Help for those who smoke

Smoking club members who wish to quit may be provided with support to enable them to do so:
* Via the NHS Stop Smoking Service, free-phone help-line 0800 169 0169 

Compliance Requirements of the Policy

It is the responsibility of the Club’s Committee to ensure that this ‘No Smoking’ Policy is adhered to.  

Any club member ignoring this policy will be invited to attend a meeting of the committee to discuss their non-compliance with the club's smoking policy.

Any member who continues to ignore the club’s smoking policy may be immediately suspended from the Ruislip Bowls Club for a period of not less than one month. Club membership reinstatement will be at the discretion of the Ruislip Bowls Club Committee at their next meeting; the member will then be informed when or if they are to be reinstated.

Visiting player breaches of this policy will require the offending player and their captain to be reminded of the club's smoking policy and the offending visiting player will be requested to refrain from smoking in no smoking areas immediately. 

Implementation and maintenance

All Ruislip Bowls Club Committee members are responsible for ensuring the implementation and maintenance of this policy. However ALL CLUB MEMBERS have a personal responsibility in ensuring their personal compliance and in ensuring that all those who enter the premises are made aware of and observe the policy.

Comments, Complaints, Monitoring and Review

Comments or complaints related to this policy should be addressed to the Bowls Club Secretary in the first instance.

Changes to the Policy

21 days notice will be given of proposed changes to this policy, by the posting of proposed changes in the clubhouse. Club members will be consulted in a reasonable time about any proposed changes.



Signed	Print          K.Scott
(Chairman)
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