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•
O

vington has long been identified as w
orthy of consideration for Conservation 

Area status –
goes back to 1970’s

•
Designation consideration w

as a policy com
m

itm
ent in the form

er Teesdale 
District Local Plan

•
Durham

 County Council has a duty as the Local Planning Authority to review
 

areas considered w
orthy of designation

•
Request received from

 O
vington Parish Council on behalf of local residents to 

consider designation follow
ing support expressed by those attending previous 

public m
eetings

•
First form

al step is consultation w
ith residents w

hich is underw
ay



CO
N
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N

 AREAS
•

A Conservation Area is defined in the 1967 Civic Am
enities Act as,  “an area of 

special architectural or historic interest, the character and appearance of w
hich 

it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.
•

The designation of a new
 Conservation Area involves a high degree of public 

consultation to ensure local public support.
•

After designation a Local Authority m
ay produce a Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal and M
anagem

ent Plan w
hich describes the character and notable 

buildings and features w
ithin the conservation area and develops a strategy to 

m
anage those. 

•
Additional controls called an Article 4 Direction m

ay be included to control 
external alterations (changes to planning perm

ission process).



AIM
S

•
Avoid standardised house designs w

hich don’t relate to the character of the area 
(local distinctiveness)

•
Respect the pattern of surrounding developm

ents
•

Respect and reflect the context and character of the conservation area
•

Have a positive effect on streetscape
•

Preserve the setting of neighbouring listed buildings
•

Alterations to buildings of local interest m
ust not underm

ine their historic 
interest 

•
M

aterials should be in keeping w
ith local building traditions or be 

com
plim

entary to them
. 

•
Innovative designs for new

 dw
ellings are often acceptable, it is not necessary to 

m
im

ic w
hat has gone before

•
Conservation areas should not be preserved in aspic, but new

 developm
ent 

should add to the evolution of the character of the area



PRO
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DARY

•
Encom

passes built developm
ent of the village, old and new

•
Focussed on the historic village green

•
Includes Ancient W

oodland along the riverbanks considered to be im
portant to 

the setting of the village
•

Includes proportionate areas of historic rigg and furrow
 surrounding the built 

areas of the village reflecting the agricultural heritage and practices of the area
•

Includes areas considered to provide context and setting to listed buildings
•

Includes areas of sloping backdrop setting of the village
•

Does not seek to incorporate large areas of unrelated agricultural land





RO
LE O

F APPRAISAL
•

The appraisal defines and analyses those qualities or elem
ents that contribute 

to, or detract from
 the special interest of the area and assesses how

 they 
com

bine to justify its designation as a conservation area.
•

Such factors can include its historic developm
ent, the contribution of individual 

or groups of buildings to the streetscene, the spaces that surround them
 and the 

relationship of the built environm
ent w

ith the landscape.
•

An appraisal helps local authorities to then develop a m
anagem

ent plan for a 
conservation area because it analyses w

hat is positive and negative, and 
identifies opportunities for beneficial change or the need for additional 
protection.

•
The appraisal also plays a role in the determ

ination of planning applications and 
is used as part of the evidence base for the developm

ent of planning policy.



APPRAISAL
•

Durham
 County Council has developed a house style for character appraisals 

w
hich includes the follow

ing headings:

•
Sum

m
ary of special significance

•
Public consultation and planning legislation

•
Location and setting

•
Historical background

•
Form

 and layout
•

Architectural character
•

Im
portant buildings

•
Building m

aterials
•

Boundaries and m
eans of enclosure

•
Open spaces and trees

•
Key view

s
•

Activity and uses
•

Public realm
•

General condition
•

Future challenges
•

M
anagem

ent Plan
•

Evaluation and M
onitoring



ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIO
N

•
Certain w

orks that w
ould norm

ally require planning perm
ission are perm

itted by 
the General Perm

itted Developm
ent O

rder. This is prim
arily because the w

orks 
are of a scale or type that is generally not likely to have an unacceptable im

pact
•

An article 4 direction is m
ade by the local planning authority. It restricts the scope 

of perm
itted developm

ent rights either in relation to a particular area or site
•

W
here an article 4 direction is in effect, a planning application m

ay be required 
for developm

ent that w
ould otherw

ise have been perm
itted developm

ent. Article 
4 directions are used to control w

orks that could threaten the character of an area 
of acknow

ledged im
portance, such as a conservation area

•
Specific restrictions w

ould be determ
ined follow

ing the com
pletion of the 

Character Appraisal w
hen the special interest is better understood
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•
Current consultation ends 14

thM
arch

•
15

thM
arch –

31
stM

arch –
Consultation evaluation and feedback

•
Process ends if local support is not forthcom

ing
•

If m
ajority support is secured Appraisal production w

ill begin
•

April –
June Conservation Area Character Appraisal and M

anagem
ent Plan 

produced
•

Late June -Consult on revised boundary, Appraisal and M
anagem

ent Plan
•

July –
final am

endm
ents

•
August –

Conservation Area designated through DCC process (prescribed legal 
process) 



Q
UESTIONS


