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Notes of a meeting of the Topic Group – Business & Employment held on 20th June 2017 at 2pm in the Town Council Chamber.

Present: Cllr Skinner (Chairman), Mr C Mason (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Darby, Mr S Sole, Mr J Dean, Cllr R Bartram & Cllr S Matthews from 2.20pm.

Town Clerk: 		Mr R Bishop
Admin Assistant:	Ms K Furnass
Consultant:		Mr R Morfey

1. Apologies
Mr Mackenzie
Mr Hoey
Cllr Allen 
	
2. Agree notes of the last meeting: All agreed

3. Chairs introduction: Cllr Skinner welcomed everyone to the meeting. She recapped on the last meeting where most of the discussions were about the questionnaire.

4. Receive feedback reports:
Report from Mr J Dean appendix 1.
Mr Dean reiterated concerns about lorries through the town. He has asked the Town Council to agree a feasibility study. Cllr Skinner reminded the meeting that BDC & NCC are doing their own surveys, these are relevant to our needs so suggests to carry on with the request to the council, who will also look at other alternative quotes, but to wait on the results from BDC & NCC. The Town Clerk suggests the group look at other places with a N Plan that have had similar issues with lorries to see what their solutions were. It would be a good idea to put any questions to Susan Heinrich at the Planning meeting next week. Cllr Matthews said she could also raise their concerns at her meeting tomorrow with NCC.

The Town Clerk offered to circulate a link to the BDC web site onto their draft Local Plan where a large amount of information is already available, including the Employment Growth Study. A final version will be available very soon.

Report from Mr S Sole appendix 2.
Mr Sole briefly outlines his report. 
The Town Clerk informs the meeting that any proposed changes to traffic management would have to be agreed at town council level before going any further. We are presently on NCC list of towns to be looked at but there is no timeline for this.

5. Workshops: 
Community Centre - Wed 19th July – 9.30am -12.30pm.
            Assembly Rooms - Thur 20th July – 9.00am 12.30pm. 1.30pm- 4.30pm.
Green Britain Centre – Fri 21st July – 9.30am- 12.30pm.

6. Questionnaire:
Mr Morfey’s reports were circulated for the meeting -
N Plan Evidence & Research 
N Plan Issues & Policies 
These are available on the Swaffham web-N Plan- under Information Evidence & Useful Links.

Mr Morfey explained that all the groups were doing the questionnaire. He was now working on them to combine and produce a more comprehensive questionnaire. A draft copy would then be returned to the Council by next Thursday for any last adjustments, ready for the launch on the web 1st July. It would be available for the next two months. There will be a 4-page spread in the next Swaffham Newsletter which will contain details of the questionnaire with instructions on how to access it on the Swaffham Town Council web site. A paper version will also be made available. It is hoped to have this in various outlets to get to as many residents/business’s as possible. Ideas put forward for this included the Community Centre, Library, Green Britain Centre, surgeries and Schools. The Friday and Saturday market would be excellent places to have a stall/gazebo. It would be a good idea to have an attendant to answer any questions and a return box to make sure the forms are actually returned. It was made clear that we need to get the message out.

7. Discussions:
· North end of Swaffham, look at what land is being used for now, what could it be used for, could it be changed!
· Old Demax factory, would this be a suitable venue for something similar to “Farmer Fred”?
· Land owners must be approached now to see if they are open to selling.

8. Summary: The next step is to compile an interim report, and to finalise the maps which will help give a visual picture. With the same information from the other groups overlaid the consultants will start to build up the N Plan.

9. Date of Next Meetings
tbc

Meeting closed at 3.20pm.
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