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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, P Lyon, D Chesson, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1519.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllrs Mrs S Mash, D Chesson and A Mayer declared a 
personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 11 and 12  Minute nos. 1539 & 1540


At this point the Chairman informed the meeting that he would be moving Agenda items 11 and 12 to the end of the meeting.

1520.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1521.
Apologies and reason for absence:     Cllr D Pennyfather, Borough Councillor M Burgess and Rob Perfitt, Community Warden.  Reasons accepted.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1522.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th December 2007:  After the correction of a minute number the Minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1523.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

1524.
To consider the following Planning Applications:  Plans had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the start of this meeting.

i)08/00072/AS  Swan Street – Rear extension to create garage & workshop with bedroom and shower room above.  E-mail had been received from applicant explaining changes from previous application.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to support this application.

ii)08/00189/AS  Land south of Sewage Works and Blackwall Road – To erect a livestock barn to house cattle in winter months.  Portal frame construction.  This is an application to Determine whether Prior Approval is required for the Details of Agricultural Development.  Cllrs agreed that they were not qualified to comment on this application.

1525.
To accept the offer of a Grant of £560 from English Heritage & The Wolfson Foundation towards the necessary work to the War Memorial and to sign the Grant Contract:  Cllr Lewis had read through the Contract which he was fully in agreement with and recommended that this be accepted.  It was and Clerk instructed to complete, sign and return to English Heritage with a copy of the Method Statement being sent to the Contractor, Burlite (War Memorial Restoration) Ltd.  Clerk had spoken with Burlite who had stated that they would start and complete the work when the weather was suitable however it would be completed by Remembrance Day.

1526.
To award a grass cutting/gardening contract from the tenders received:  9 sets had been sent out but only 3 returned.  After a full discussion Cllrs agreed to award the contracts as follows:


Coronation Field Gang Mowing – KCC Landscape Services @ £29.50 per cut.


Churchyard and Cemetery – Robert Pudan @ £160 per cut


Village Green Grass Cutting and Gardening – Robert Pudan @ £70 and £25 per cut and visit respectively.


Village Green Hedge Cutting – Robert Pudan @ £100 per cut.


Triangle Gardening and Memorial Grass cutting and gardening – KCC Landscape Services @ £5.60 and £9.30 per visit respectively.


It was agreed that Clerk should speak to Robert Pudan with regard to the extra care needed when cutting round any young planting.
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1527.
To confirm acceptance of the kind offer from Mr Thomas of some trees to be planted in front of the new section of fence on the Village Green:  Confirmed.  Clerk to contact Phil Willcocks, Tree Warden.

1528.
To consider resiting the Litter Bin from the Sweatman's Garage Site to the corner of Swan Cottages:  Now that the litter bin is no longer required at this site it had been suggested to the Clerk that a better position would be close to where the school children wait for the school bus.  All agreed.  Clerk to contact Ashford Borough Council.  

1529.
To appoint a representative to the Tenterden Day Centre Management Committee:  Cllr Sue Mash agreed to take this appointment.

1530.
To approve siting and securing second bench in memory of Dot and Ernie Stone on the Village Green:  After  a short discussion it was agreed to look into the possibility of siting it where there used to be a seat, on the Ewe & Lamb side of the Green opposite what used to be the paddling pool.  Clerk to ask Robert Pudan to quote for clearing the brambles etc round this area.   Securing to be discussed at a later date.

1531.
Correspondence:


a)  E-mail received from Paul Brosnan, Neighbourhood Watch and Country Eye Co-ordinator.  Would the Parish Council like to receive messages via the Kent Community Messaging system?


As Cllr Lyon is our representative at the Police Parish Forum and updates the Parish Council website he agreed that he would do this and put relevant subjects on the website.


b)  Kent Air Ambulance Trust – Request for Donation.  £50 agreed.


c)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – To consider the possibility of entering the Kent Village of the Year 2009.  The Chairman suggested that during the rest of the year practical consideration be given to entering this competition next year.


For noting only

d)  KALC – Planning Information Day Lenham Community Centre 15th March 2008

e)  Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor for a 5 year period

f)  ABC Financial Services – Request for amount of precept & concurrent functions grant required.  Given

Previously Circulated


g)  Ashford Rural Trust – Minutes of 24/01/08     h)  Communities and Local Government – Consultation on Orders and Regulations relating to the conduct of Local Authority Members in England     i) Southern Water – 1) Water Services, Customers and the Community – Strategic Direction Statement and 2) Our Company – Stakeholder Report 2006-07

1532.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for January £91.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 10  £52.80  Authorised

iii)       To reimburse Cllr. Rivers for Printer Cartridges bought £19.96 plus VAT £3.49 Authorised

iv)
KCC Landscape Services – Second Half Yearly Invoice for grass cutting on Coronation Field £221.48 plus £38.76 VAT Authorised

1533.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning 




Decision received from Ashford Borough Council




TC/07/00201 55 The Street – No objection raised to raise crown to 2.5m above 


ground level by removal of secondary growth only, 1 x Silver Birch




TC/07/00204 15 The Street – fell Yew Tree and remove stump, fell diseased




apple tree                                                                                     No objection raised
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07/01532/AS  Lordings Oast – Change of use of redundant oast to ancillary




+ 07/01538 LBC

   use for house and staff flat                          Granted
07/01727/AS  The Roundel, Stocks Road – Conversion & extension of an 






agricultural building into a holiday cottage                       Withdrawn




07/01729/AS  Court Glebe – Demolition of existing bungalow & erection 






of 5 dwellings





            Refused




07/01824/AS  The Beeches – Change of use of land from agricultural to






vegetable/fruit garden & erection of green house & fruit 






cage (part retrospective)



           Granted




07/01909/AS   Cobland, Swan Street – Replace existing fence with 2.5 mtr






high to the East Boundary



           Granted




07/02189/AS   The Finches – Storage building single storey 











    Prior approval not required




07/0227/8/AS  Iberia Cottage – Single storey front extension within existing






veranda canopy to provide study with relocation of one






parking space                                                                        Granted 


Notice of Appeal by Mr M J Pomeroy re Enforcement Notice – Site at land at Moons Green Farm, Spurban Hill

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report

d)
Open Spaces – Nothing further on the missing padlock.  Agreed that new one should be purchased.

e)
Cemetery – Agreed that the gravel path is not satisfactory.  Clerk to ask Rev Stella Halmshaw about consecrating part of the unconsecrated section.  Suggested that the area at the bottom beyond the railings should be coppiced for firewood.

1534.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i)  Youth Event - 11th January 2008.  Cllr Lewis reported on a disappointing turnout of youngsters although the feedback from the 8 or 9 who attended was interesting.  ABC are hoping to set up something for young people.  The Chairman added that a follow up meeting for various organisations had been held to which the Parish Council had not been invited.  It was agreed to go ahead with forming a Youth Forum.

ii)  Parish Forum - 23rd January 2008.  Cllr Chesson had been unable to attend.

iii) KALC Meeting - 6th February 2008.  Cllr Rivers gave a short report on the meeting at which he had agreed to be part of a working party in connection with the Service Level Agreement.

iv)  Tenterden Health Check  - Cllr Rivers reported on an interesting meeting when the planned improvement of the coach park area was discussed.  However this meeting is very Tenterden based with very little involvement for the surrounding parishes.

1535
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  25th February 2008

1536.
Date of next full Parish Council Meeting:  11th March 2008

1537.
To discuss date and format of Annual Parish Meeting:  The Chairman suggested that it should be a 'celebrate together' evening with representatives from the village organisations invited to share with everyone their achievements, successes and enjoyments of the past year. Light refreshments could be available.  Cllrs agreed to this together with it being held on Wednesday the 16th April.  Clerk to book the main hall.

1538.
Items for information:


i)  Cllrs Lewis and Lyon reported on the PIPKIN meeting they had attended which mainly discussed Planning Highway issues and new build.


ii) Clerk read out Southern Housing's update on the proposed Woodland View development.


iii) Cllr Lyon informed the meeting that Adrian Cooper hopes to have the village website up and running within the month.
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iv)  Cllr Lyon stated that the mobile police station would be at the Village Hall on 26th February between 9.30 and 10.30.

1539.
To appoint a lead member of the Council to begin to research grant aid for the proposed works to the Churchyard:  Cllr Lewis volunteered to help.

1540.
To consider the request from Dr. Alan Lloyd-Smith that the Parish Council applies for Planning Permission from ABC for the planned new paths round the Church and to pay the Planning Application Fee:  After a short discussion it was agreed to apply for the planning permission.  The fee is expected to be £67.50 (half the normal fee).  The Chairman would complete the form.  It was also decided to hold a working party meeting immediately before the next full Parish Council meeting.  Concern was again expressed that work on the memorials is still being carried out despite the request to stop until the insurance issues had been clarified and approved by the Parish Council.

The meeting closed at 21.55hrs

