
NEWBURY !{ARKET.

Ihe narrow street ln Newbury, a left turnlng off
Bartholoner Street, hae disappeared and rlth it, the
Cattle Market. tro longer can cLildren share the
ecstacy of expectatlon we f,our chlldrea erperlenced
on Thursd4y mornings - Harket da1r. 1{o travelled the
f,1ve nj-Ies f,rou BtrckJ'ebury to !{ewbury in a horse and.
cart, oftea eharing the accornmodatlon rith a fattened
plg vhich ras destiaed to cone under the autioneerts
ha.mner. Ule vould amive aoon after nj.ne-thirty to
fl.nd Xarket Street a scene of, bustllng actirrity and.
wouLd nake for the huge wrought iron gates of the
Harket. Once inside ve reat off on our own to explore
the sheep peas, the stables, the pig enclosuree and
the cattle ring. Young calves rere. a. source of
exclted adni.ratlon aad se each selected our favourite.
alrd long to buy 1t. Sonetlnes a farmer would allon
us to help feed a calf fron a bucket. Ia due cours€
we would fl:rd a place fron which to watch the cattle
a..nd horses paraded round the ring and observe, rj.th
fascination, the patt,ing, plnching, pulli.ng and
1eg-feeling whi-ch, presunably, revealed the aninalrs
worth..
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