


MINUTES OF THE MEEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 4th SEPTEMBER 2025
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL

81/25 OPEN FORUM
5 members of the public were present.

Residents of Tibbs Meadow thanked Cllr Taylor for helping to send photos and information to the police and Sanctuary Housing in relation to anti-social behaviour issues. 

It was suggested that posts and chain link could be erected around the small verge area at the right- hand side of the entrance to Tibbs Meadow to prevent parking on the grass. The SORN vehicles have been removed recently so the area is less congested.

Chrissie Halling has volunteered to maintain the track on the southern boundary to the allotments. 

Tim Curran stated his three reasons for CHUT18 not being diverted. 
(1) No reason to divert all of A-C. 
(2) The proposed new route of the path has hedges on both sides and will become hemmed in. 
(3) The owners have no obligation to build the garage even if the footpath is diverted. 
Tim stated that new objections by residents need to be submitted against the new Public Path Order P/2025/004–Rights of Way–Wiltshire Council.

Mary Cummins said that the pond in Upper Chute is full of leaves and asked if the Parish Steward could clear it.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]82/25 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Parr (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Alderson, Cllr Rudland and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

83/25 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Hopton, Cllr Taylor and Cllr Harker.

84/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

85/25 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd July 2025 were proposed by Cllr Parr and seconded by Cllr Rudland. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

86/25 PLANNING
There were no new planning applications to review.

87/25 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent in his report prior to the meeting and this is attached.

88/25 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (TH) 
In Cllr Harker’s absence Cllr Wall reported that the Parish Steward has repaired the potholes on the Clanville road and Chute Causeway. He also spent 2 days clearing the roadside grips and gullies.

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – The barrier at the access onto the road needs reinstating and Cllr Rudland will liaise with WCC Highways over getting this replaced. CHUT14 is a WCC footpath and needs cutting back on both sides.
CHUT18. The determination of the re-routing of CHUT18 has entered a new phase and a Public Path Order has been raised. Cllr Rudland said the application to divert Chut18 is linked to the planning application for the new garage at the Cross Keys site which has not yet been determined. The Parish Council will re-submit its original objections to the Public Path Order to re-route CHUT18 and residents are advised to do the same. The link to use is Public Path Order P/2025/004-Rights of Way-Wiltshire Council.
CHUT 38 Cllr Parr asked if walkers could be reminded to close the gates at both ends to prevent livestock from straying when in the field.
King George Playing Field (CW/TH)
Cllr Wall advised that the ROSPA inspection is due in September. Simon Falla has been asked if he could repair the see-saw and a quote to fence the roadside boundary will be obtained. The playing field account has approx. £7,000 and £1,200 is due from Chute Forest, so finances are in good shape. The slide needs to be replaced and alternatives are being considered. The cricket season has ended so there will be no more income from that.  

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that timberwork on the roadside fascia needs to be repaired and the beam which runs through the roof is rotting but it may last another couple of years. The insurance valuation for the hall is £1.7m, which has been accepted.

Allotments (MT)
Cllr Taylor was not at the meeting and there was nothing new reported prior to the meeting.
89/25 FINANCE 
The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statement for June was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £8,080.93 with £5,275 in the current account and £2,805.43 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The remaining 50% of the precept (£6,350) is due in September. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk201671153]Payments Made:
27/07/2025	Clerks Salary – July				£260.00
27/07/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
18/08/2025	Bank Charges					£    4.25
[bookmark: _Hlk207117016]27/08/2025	Clerks Salary – August				£260.00
27/08/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
Payments Received:
11/08/2025 	Chute & Chute Forest 	   	£109.15
Payments for approval via online banking:
21/08/2025	Ionos re. basic monthly fee (C. Wall)		£       4.20
28/08/2025	Chute Village Hall – Rent			£   262.50	
28/08/2025	IdVerde – Grass cutting in Upper Chute		£1,879.98
27/09/2025	Clerks Salary – September			£   260.00
27/09/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Parr and seconded by Cllr Wall.
90/25 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
WCC have estimated that the proposed new street light in Upper Chute will cost £3,700 plus £1,500 for a full streetlighting assessment. This was considered far too expensive so the option of installing solar lights on the fence will be explored further.

91/25 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
It will cost £240 to change the Land Registry record address for the allotment from Cockards Farmhouse to the Village Hall. This expenditure was approved by Cllr Parr and seconded by Cllr Wall. The Clerk will now complete the transaction with the Land Registry.
Cllr Wall has worked hard to set up new .gov.uk e-mail provision for the Parish Council through Ionos, who were considerably cheaper than Hugo Fox and other providers. All councillors now have an active .gov.uk e-mail address and the old One.com system will remain in place until the current annual subscription expires to allow time for the switch to using the new addresses to take effect. A huge thank you to Cllr Wall for persevering with this.


The meeting closed at 8.37 pm.


The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 2nd October 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall



Wiltshire Councillor Report Sept 2025
 August is the quiet month for Council business but since the last PC meeting, I attended a Full Wiltshire Council on 22nd July, a Police and Crime Panel meeting on 24th July and Tidworth Area Board met on the 1st September.
 Items on the Wiltshire Council agenda included annual updates from the Corporate Parenting Panel, Youth Council and a report on the Youth Justice Plan. The Trowbridge and Westbury Bat Mitigation Strategy was reported on and amongst the various motions was one that I was pleased to second which was the Enforcement of Weight Limits on Wiltshire Roads.
The last item did not come up until late afternoon and as it had 100% backing was not debated but went straight to the vote and was approved. It should lead to a policy regarding the use of mobile ANPR camaras to enforce weight restrictions on Wiltshire roads.  Other motions debated were Lime Down Solar Farm, Climate Emergency and Ask Angela Scheme. 
Further information on these and all other matters will be online when the minutes are published.
Tidworth  Area Board – agenda items included an update from the Police and Crime Commissioner, Philip Wilkinson. Having come out of special measures in 2024, Wiltshire Police has made vast improvements and is now rated in the top third of police forces in the country. The PCC then went through the priorities based on public consultation and gave an update on the financial situation. Wiltshire Police is in the lowest third per capita funding of police forces in the country for UK Government grants. Wiltshire Police received £127 per person compared to the national average of £164 and the current level of policing to support the priorities is not sustainable if further cuts take place and there is no increase in funding next year.
Other agenda items included Area Board priorities, a grant application Tidworth and Ludgershall Men’s Shed and a report from Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group.
Christopher Williams
Wiltshire Councillor for Ludgershall North & Rural
Tel: 07712159562   
 Email: christopher.williams@wiltshire.gov.uk






