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Dear [Farmer’s Name],

Re: Stiles on Public Footpaths Crossing Your Land

The Parish Council would first like to extend its thanks for the teplacement of the older stile on your property.
It is always appreciated when landowners assist in maintaining public rights of way and ensure they remain
usable for residents and walkers.

However, the Council has received several complaints from members of the public regarding the accessibility
of the new stile. While we understand the importance of balancing land management and public access, we are
required to take note of concerns where access becomes unduly difficult, particularly for those who may have
limited mobility.

Under Section 147 of the Highways Act 1980, local authorities are empowered to authorise the erection of
stiles or gates on public footpaths for the purpose of preventing the ingress or egress of animals. However, it
also places a duty to ensure that such structures do not unreasonably hinder the public’s right of passage.

To help improve accessibility while maintaining appropriate livestock control, we would like to suggest the
possible installation of a kissing gate, similar in style to the gates already in place at the “top paddock”
beyond the church. These have proven both secure and accessible, and they help foster a consistent standard
across the parish.

We would welcome your views on the matter and would be grateful to receive a formal response by Thursday
1 August 2025. If we do not hear from you by that date, we will be obliged to refer the matter to the Wiltshire
Council Rights of Way Officer, along with details of the complaints received, for further advice and action.

The Council is keen to work cooperatively and respectfully with all local landowners and hopes to resolve this
matter informally and in partnership.

Thank you again for your efforts and your continued stewardship of the local countryside.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Martin
Clerk To The Council & Responsible Financial Officer

On behalf of Ogbourne St George Parish Council
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