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West Meon Parish Council Parish 
Council Mee2ng Minutes of 

2nd June @ 6.30pm 
West Meon Village Hall 

 
 

  
Present: Cllr H Davies (Chair), Cllr Burke, Cllr S Fowler, Cllr S Hickmore, Cllr T Main 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Meeting Started: 

B Gibson-Ost Parish Clerk.  No members of public were present 
 
6.30 pm 

 
Item No.   Item   Decision   
2606-1 Apologies for Absence Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs A GriNith, G 

Silk, D Ablitt, J Pett and A Small. 
 
Cllr H Davies had advised that she would arrive late. In the Chair’s absence, 
Cllr V Burke chaired the meeting until Cllr H Davies arrived at 6.50pm. 
 

2606-2 Chair’s Remarks None. 

2606-3 Disclosable pecuniary 
interests  

None declared. 

2606-4-1 To Suspend Standing 
Orders  

Members RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow for public 
participation: -  

No members of the public were present. 

2606-4-2 To Resume Standing 
Orders  

Members RESOLVED to resume Standing orders  

2606-5-1 Report from outside 
bodies: District Council 

The circulated District Council report was noted. 
 
The Council considered the importance of the Meon Valley Bus and the work 
of Hampshire Bus Action Group.  RESOLVED: That the Parish Council 
supports the Meon Valley Bus and Hampshire Bus Action Group, recognising 
the importance of the service to the parish, and will assist in raising 
awareness where appropriate. 
 
ACTION:  

• Clerk to update Cllr Pett regarding the Council’s support for both bus 
services and to request any available marketing material.  Cllr Fowler 
to share suitable material around the parish to raise awareness of 
both services.     

2606-5-2 Report from outside 
bodies: County Council  

A County Council report had not been received. 
 

2606-6 Minutes of previous 
meeting 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting, held on 12th May 2026 be 
approved as a true and accurate record.  The Acting Chair signed and initialed 
the minutes. 
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2606-7 Co-option The Clerk confirmed there had been no applications received for the two 
councillor vacancies. 

ACTION: Clerk to design a poster to raise awareness of the vacancies and 
make available on Social Medium, Parish Council Noticeboard and Parish 
Council Website.   

2606-8 Audit: Annual 
Governance Statement 
2025/26 
 

The Council considered each assertion in the Annual Governance Statement 
2025/26. 

• Assertion 6: the Council noted that Do The Numbers had been 
appointed as competent and independent internal auditor.  

• The Council discussed the ongoing monitoring of risk and agreed that 
the scope of risk and the way risk management works for parish 
councils should be reviewed. 

RESOLVED: that the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 be approved 
and duly signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 

ACTION:  

• Clerk to contact ‘Do The Numbers’ to seek guidance on the scope of 
risk and parish council risk management and to report back to council 
members. 

• Clerk to submit the signed Annual Governance Statement to the 
external auditor before the end of June. 

2606-9 Audit: Accounting 
Statements 2025/26 

Council members reviewed the Accounting Statements and considered the 
Explanation of Variances at Appendix A. 

RESOLVED: that the Accounting Statements 2025/26 be approved and duly 
signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 

ACTION: Clerk to submit the signed Accounting Statement to the external 
auditor before the end of June. 

2606-10 Audit: Conflict of 
Interest With BDO LLP 
Form 

The Council considered the form confirming whether it had any conflict of 
interest with BDO LLP, the external auditor. 

RESOLVED: that the Council had no conflict of interest with BDO LLP. The 
form was signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 

2606-11 Annual Internal Audit 
Report 2025/26 

The Council received and considered the Annual Internal Audit Report 
2025/26 and the recommendations made by the Internal Auditor. 

The Council noted that invoices and receipts are stored electronically in 
Scribe Accounts and that paper copies are not required. It was further noted 
that the payment approval list and bank reconciliation report had been 
incorporated into the finance papers, and that the Clerk had actioned the 
requirement for each page of the minutes to be initialled. 

The Council considered the outstanding matters arising from the Internal 
Auditor’s recommendations, including the annual review of the Internal 
Auditor’s appointment, adoption of a Model Statement, adoption of the latest 
ICO Model Publication Scheme, completion of a data audit, consistent 
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minuting of quotation amounts for significant works, adoption of an 
Investment Strategy, and further work in relation to leases and tenancies. 

RESOLVED that the: -  

• Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 be received and noted. 
• Actions arising from the Internal Auditor’s recommendations be 

approved and taken forward. 
• Appointment of the Internal Auditor be reviewed in November 2026. 

ACTION:  

• Clerk to add the Internal Auditor review to the Council calendar for 
November 2026. 

• Clerk to obtain a Model Statement template and share it with 
councillors. 

• Clerk to ensure that quotation amounts for significant works are 
always minuted. 

• Clerk to share a best practice Investment Strategy example for 
consideration by the Council. 

• Clerk to obtain the latest ICO Model Publication Scheme for 
consideration before September 2026. 

• Clerk to obtain an example data audit and share it with councillors. 
• Chair and Clerk to progress the leases and tenancies matter. 

2606-12 Clerk’s Report The Clerk’s report was received and noted. 

• The Council noted an incident at The Thomas Lord Pub, where a 
member of the public retrieved the defibrillator after it was thought 
that another member of the public may need resuscitating. It was 
subsequently understood that the person had experienced a panic 
attack. 

• RESOLVED: that 8 hours of Clerk’s overtime be approved. 
• Holm Oak: The Council considered advice from Sapling regarding 

possible replacement planting for the Holm Oak. It was noted that 
any suitable small replacement tree would need to be planted more 
than three meters from the wall and would require irrigation for the 
first three years.  RESOLVED: that further advice be sought from Ben 
on suitable replacement planting suggestions, and that quotations be 
obtained for felling, stump grinding and making good. 

• Woodland Signs: The Council noted that JK Engineering would install 
the third entrance sign once the invoice had been paid. 

ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotations for the felling of the Holm Oak, including 
stump grinding and making good, and to place the matter on the next agenda if 
information is available. 

2606-13-1 Finance: Bank Balances The balances on the Unity Current and Unity Deposit accounts as of 31st May 
2026, reconciled, verified and signed by Cllr Davies (see Appendix B) 

• Current account:   £1,439.44 
• Deposit account:   £107,135.72 

2606-13-2 Receipts & Payments The receipts and payments to 31st May 2026, as set out in Appendix C were 
noted. 
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2606-13-3 
 

Tree Works a. Tree Assist Quotation:  Council members considered a quotation for 
the felling of 3 ash trees, identified as posing a risk of failure.  
RESOLVED: that the Tree Assist quotation for £700 excluding VAT be 
approved. 

b. The Council considered timber/log disposal of the next phase of 
felling, as well as the bee-inhabited log.  The Council agreed that the 
site should be cleared by the contractor, Tree Assist, apart from 
habitat logs identified by the Biodiversity Working Group. The bees 
were noted to be staying and not to aNect the felling of the trees. 

ACTION:  

• Biodiversity Working Group to speak with Tree Assist when they are 
on site, regarding habitat logs and the bee-inhabited log. 

• Clerk to contact Cllr Silk regarding access rights and if granted to 
contact Tree Assist to schedule the work. 

 
2606-13-4 Insurance: Gates and 

Fences Cover 
The Council considered increasing the insurance cover for gates and fences 
from £14,500 to £59,500 to include the flint wall, fencing and railings, at an 
additional premium of £221.66 per annum. 
 
RESOLVED: that the increased insurance cover be approved. 
 

2606-13-5 Payments Planned for 
June 2026 

RESOLVED:   to approve the schedule of payments for June 2026. 

 

 
 
2606-14-1 

Planning Applications 
Considered 

• SDNP/26/01914/CND: Brooklyn Lynch Lane West Meon Hampshire 
GU32 1LT.  RESOLVED: No objection. 

• SDNP/26/01919/HOUS: Old Brocklands Warnford Road West 
Meon Hampshire GU32 1JN. RESOLVED:  No objection.   

2606-14-2 Planning Decisions 
Made 

None. 

2606-14-3 Planning Appeals None. 

https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TF0XYATUKN400&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TF10Q0TUKNC00&prevPage=inTray
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2606-14-4 Enforcement Cases  None. 

2604-15 Unity Bank Mandate The Council noted submission of the previously approved amendments to the 
Unity Trust Bank mandate, including removal of Cllr Gedye as a signatory and 
implementation of the three-person payment process. 

 
2605-15 Annual Parish Meeting The Council considered how the ideas and comments raised at the Annual 

Parish Meeting should be taken forward. 

The Council agreed that electric vehicle charging points at the Village Hall 
would not be pursued at this time, due to changing technology and the 
availability of superfast charging at Meon Service Station. 

The Chair noted feedback that Parish Council communications should reflect 
the Council’s role in representing and supporting the whole parish, including 
Woodlands, and not only the village. 

The Council noted positive feedback regarding the Council’s more engaged, 
consultative and respectful approach. 

RESOLVED: That the actions identified below be taken forward. 

• Cllr Main to inspect the path to the allotments in relation to visibility 
and report back. 

• Clerk to seek advice from St John Ambulance regarding the possible 
provision of a defibrillator at Woodlands, noting that the matter had 
been considered previously and no suitable single location had been 
identified. 

• Biodiversity Working Group to consider biodiversity suggestions, 
including Village in Bloom and snowdrops around the village. 

• Cllr Fowler to investigate Christmas decorations/a Christmas tree at 
The Cross and report back at a future meeting. 

• Clerk to share Sports Club suggestions, including croquet, tennis, 
cricket and walking football, with the Sports Club. 

• Cllr Main to include weeds and earth on the pavement along the river 
from the pub to beyond Lynch Lane to be added to the Lengthsman 
duties.  

• Clerk to add references on the Parish Council website, to areas of the 
parish outside West Meon village, if suitable information is 
submitted. 

It was noted that river access is not within Parish Council control. 

 
2606-16 Boules Proposal The Council considered the proposal for a parish council boules/petanque 

pitch on the recreation ground, open to all residents. 

RESOLVED: that the Council supports the boules/petanque pitch project in 
principle, subject to funding, location suitability and any other necessary 
conditions. 

A working group was not established at this stage. The Council noted concern 
about the project timeline. 
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ACTION: Clerk to obtain three quotations and present them to the next 
meeting if available, including contacting New Alresford for details of 
contractors or contacts used for its pétanque court. 

 

2606-17 

 

School Pitch (9x9) and 
Temporary Goal Mouth 
Repair 

The Council considered access to use the 9x9 pitch leased to the school and 
the proposed temporary repair to the top goalmouth. 

RESOLVED: That, subject to the school’s agreement, the Parish Council has 
no objection to Clanfield Football Club using the pitch or carrying out the 
temporary goalmouth repair, which was accepted with thanks. 

Any damage to the pitch arising from the use or works is to be made good by 
Clanfield Football Club. 

The Council noted that parking would need to be better managed and that, if 
not already in place, liaison with the Village Hall regarding parking needs 
should take place, taking account of other groups using the area. 

ACTION:  Clerk to update West Meon & Warnford Sports Club. 

2606-18 Touchet Trust: Parish 
Council Point of Contact 

The Council noted that the Touchet Trust is chaired by M Edwards (acting 
Chair), and that Cllr V Burke has been appointed as the Parish Council’s point 
of contact should the Trust need to raise any matters with the Council. 

 
2606-19 Planning & Housing: 

South Downs Local 
Plan: Open Space Study 

Cllr V Burke provided an update on the draft Open Space Study and interactive 
map prepared by the South Downs National Park Authority. 

The Council agreed that comments should be submitted by the consultation 
deadline of 23 June 2026, including mapping comments on Meonwara and the 
recreation ground. The recreation ground should be reclassified as open 
space/amenity green space, and part of Meonwara should be identified as 
play space. 

ACTION: Clerk to submit the Council’s comments to the South Downs 
National Park Authority by 23 June 2026. 

2606-20 TraNic & Road Safety: 
Speed Awareness 
Monitor (SAM) devices: 
Proposed Locations 

Cllr T Main provided an updated on the proposed SAM device locations and 
funding application following an update from Hampshire Highways. 

• Location 1 may not be suitable, as it would require a powered sign 
and may raise roadside maintenance considerations.  Cllr Main was 
seeking further advice from Hampshire Highways and would report 
back to the Council. 

• The Council noted that, in addition to any grant funding received, 
remaining costs would be met from the TraNic and Road Safety 
Reserve. 

ACTION: Clerk to check with ABS Funding whether the application may 
exceed 25% of the total project costs. 

2606-21 TraNic & Road Safety: 
East End Speed Limit 

The Council considered a resident’s request for Parish Council support in 
asking Hampshire Highways to review the location of the national speed limit 
signs at East End. 

ACTION: Chair to meet the resident, with Cllr Fowler, on Friday 12 June 2026 
and update the Council following the meeting. 

2606-22 Future Meetings The date and place of the next meeting was confirmed as 6.30pm on Tuesday 
7th July 2026, at West Meon Village Hall.  
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The meeting closed: 8.50 pm 
   
 
Signed:      Name:  
  
(Chair of meeting approving minutes)  
   
Dated:  
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Appendix A: Accoun(ng Statements 2025/2026 
 

Explanation of Variances – AGAR 2025/2026 
West Meon Parish Council 

The following explanations are provided in support of the Council’s approval of the Accounting Statements for the 
year ended 31 March 2026. 

AGAR Box 2024/25 2025/26 Variance Explanation 
Box 1 – 
Balances 
brought 
forward 

£126,270.69 £97,967.86 -£28,302.83 

The balance brought forward agrees to the prior year closing 
balance. The reduction reflects the movement in Council 
funds during 2024/25, including significant one-off project 
expenditure during that year (playground equipment)  

Box 3 – 
Total other 
receipts 

£23,398.71 £7,689.49 -£15,709.22 

Other receipts were lower in 2025/26 mainly because 
2024/25 included a one-off flood defence receipt of £10,450 
and VAT refunds totalling £11,043.27. These were not 
repeated at the same level in 2025/26.  

Box 4 – 
Staff costs £6,710.09 £12,354.40 +£5,644.31 

Staff costs increased from £6,710.09 in 2024/25 to 
£12,354.40 in 2025/26, an increase of £5,644.31. This 
reflects changes in staffing costs during the year, including 
Clerk salary payments, pension contributions, employer 
National Insurance and associated staffing costs. The 
increase also reflects changes following the 
appointment/new working arrangements of the Clerk during 
the year, 2024/25 the Parish Council were without a Clerk 
October 2024 – February 2025  

Box 6 – 
Total other 
payments 

£85,494.45 £30,363.16 -£55,131.29 

Other payments reduced mainly because 2024/25 included 
significant one-off expenditure, particularly play equipment 
expenditure of £49,705, together with flood defence, village 
maintenance and locum clerk costs. These were not 
repeated at the same level in 2025/26. 

Box 9 – 
Total fixed 
assets and 
long-term 
investments 

£102,783.00 £99,433.00 -£3,350.00 

The closing figure agrees to the Council’s asset register as at 
31 March 2026. The movement reflects updates and 
corrections to the asset register, including removal of assets 
no longer shown as Parish Council fixed assets, correction of 
land/building entries, and additions during 2025/26. 
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Appendix B: Bank Account Reconciliation to 31st May 2026 
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Appendix C: Payments and Receipts to 31st May 2026 
 

 

 

 

 


