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Dear friends,
Do you remember in 2013 when Andy Murray first won the men’s single title at
Wimbledon, ending a 77-year wait for a British winner? One quote afterwards said,
'He has inspired all three of us to think no matter what, just go for your dreams and
you can achieve anything, even if it is a small dream, it still matters to you. Thank
you, Andy for making us proud to be British.' Another said, 'He has inspired me to
do tennis, to believe in myself and to know that I can achieve many things.'
The same year the British and Irish Lions Rugby team ended a 16-year wait for a
series win with a stunning second-half demolition of Australia in a pulsating decider
in Sydney. Leading 19-10 at half-time, the Lions roared to victory with three scores
inside 12 minutes. And of course, who could forget the wonderful successes for our
competitors in many of the disciplines and sports at the 2012 Olympics.
It makes you proud to be British!
Yet in all these activities, achieving something worthwhile came at a cost, a cost that
meant the individuals concerned had to dig deep through the trials and challenges
they faced, they had to grit their teeth and hang on in there when others simply
gave up and stopped. And that difference is what makes champions, it’s what makes
people winners.
Being a Christian, living a life as a follower of Jesus, can be a bit like that at times.
We are proud to be a Christian because it is such a privilege to know and serve God,
but to continue to grow more like Jesus, to seek to achieve something worthwhile
for Him, can come at a cost, a cost that means individual Christians have to dig deep
through the trials and challenges they face.
If we are willing to talk about our calling as Christians, we are going to have to face
the challenges of the journey. God said to Abraham, 'You just need to go.' And to
Moses, God said, 'You are going to lead my people to freedom.' In both cases, like
so many other followers of God, these callings come at an individual, sacrificial cost.
These are reminders that God uses people despite their weaknesses. God uses people
mainly as they encounter trials. You see it over and over again, ordinary people like
you and me can grow through adversity as we face the future, trusting in God and
trusting in one another, members together of this local community where we live.
As one Biblical writer put it, 'Therefore… let us also lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith… Consider Him … so that
you may not grow weary or fainthearted.'
And when we do follow Almighty God, when we do seek to live as a disciple of Jesus,
then we enjoy so many blessings, so much to give thanks for in our lives. God can
inspire all of us, without exception, if we choose to let Him.
May we all be inspired to dream dreams for God this summer, and enjoy the journey
of life to the full.
Every blessing.

The Reverend Canon John Harkin, Mickleham Parish Priest
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Join us for
Breakfast

The Running Horses
9 – 10 am

Please book by the Tuesday before

Men’s Breakfasts
Third Saturdays

20th July
17th August

Book with: Andy Diamond
diamo1@hotmail.co.uk

Women’s Breakfast
Fourth Saturdays

27th July

No August Breakfast
Book with: Stephanie Randall
0773 6933 482
srandall55@gmail.com
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Fourth Mondays
nd

Monday 22 July
Host: Jennifer Louis
Westhumble Place
Westhumble Street
01306 883460
all welcome
transport available

NO TEA IN AUGUST

O

ur Prayer
Workshops have
been born out of a
desire for us to learn
more about prayer
and how to mature
in our prayer life with
God. They take place once a term
in church for a couple of hours on a
Saturday morning, from 10 am to 12
noon, and would seem to be becoming
a wonderful opportunity to develop our
prayers lives.
They have been based on information
sheets which have looked at areas such
2

Westhumble Chapel

y the time the magazine comes out
the refurbishment of our delightful
Chapel at Westhumble will have been
completed! The very first service to be
held there was the wedding of Alex Judd
and Clare Davies, and their daughter
Evie’s baptism, on Saturday 22nd June.
We will all be able to resume our regular
Sunday service pattern there, with
our first service being at 11.30 am on
Sunday 14th July, all are very welcome
to join us.
A new toilet has been installed, with
disabled access, and the previous
storage area in the lobby area is now
fitted with cupboards, worktops
and a sink/taps so refreshments can
be served as required. The whole
interior has been redecorated, all
wood has been treated and new
lighting installed, yet we have retained
some of the old light fittings so the
character of the building remains. The
carpet has been replaced and with
one that covers the whole floorspace,
including the vestry which also has

additional storage space fitted. We
have kept the oldest pew, the lectern,
the baptism font and the priest’s stall,
and purchased 50 comfortable chairs
which provide a greater flexibility of
layout. New outside paving stones,
which match those at the other end of
the Chapel, ensure that the entrance
to the building is safe and attractive.
We give thanks to God for the important
part the Chapel has contributed to
our parish life for many years, and it
is our desire to continue to enable it
to be used by the local community in
the twenty-first century. We are very
grateful to all those who have played
a part in this refurbishment, including
Jason Wilson who was responsible for
the work, and the late Brian Senior for
the legacy he left which has made a
significant contribution to the necessary
expenditure.
It is our intention to have a special
opening event, more details will follow
in a future parish magazine.
Canon John

Win A Sherree Valentine Daines picture
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las

BBQ T
N
R TE
BEE

Village FEte

kes

Ca
as &

te

Horticultural Society's

Summer Show
ing

ac
en r

k

chic

Saturday 6th July
2-5 pm Village Hall
Dell Close, Mickleham RH5 6EE

T

Join in the fun activities and games on the
field, enjoy browsing stalls of gifts and
crafts, visit the displays of plants
and produce in the Hall
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4.14 pm presentation of
Summer Show Prizes
4.40 pm Draw for the main raffle, the 		
wheelbarrow of wine, Sherree
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y
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picture and the mystery prize
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Prayer Workshop

prayer is important and how to waive
potential reluctance to pray aloud with
others, as well as practical ideas to help
us get started if we have not prayed
with other people before, and links to
resources to help us on the journey.
The key to the morning was Plan to
Pray, ie get ready before you meet to
pray with others!
Our Autumn Term Workshop will be
on Saturday 19th October, from 10 am
to 12 noon; you are assured of a warm
welcome in this relaxed and informal
group if you care to join us.
Canon John

Mickleham and Westhumble's
in association with the

his framed limited edition handembellished canvas print of 'Tea on the
Lawn', very generously donated by Sherree
is being raffled by pre-purchased ticket.
Only 120 tickets have been printed and
are available from Mickleham Rectory.
To purchase tickets which cost £5 each,
please contact Canon John or Sue on 01372 378335 or email harkin12@
btinternet.com The winning ticket will be drawn at the Village Fête on
Saturday 6th July at 4.40 pm.

as why we should pray, the challenges
of praying and how to overcome these
challenges, biblical models of prayer
and practical examples, tools and
resources for how we should pray.
There are also lists of websites and
additional resources for individuals to
follow up if they wish.
For our last workshop on the 8th June
we considered corporate prayer, the
idea of praying with other people, eg
with a prayer partner, in a prayer triplet,
in a small group, at the monthly parish
prayer meetings and so on. There
was guidance about why corporate
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Entry by lucky programme £2
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Admits up to 5 in family
(limit 2 adults)
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Superb professional
cleaning of carpets
oriental rugs
upholstery curtains
and leather
Guardsman
anti-stain protection

•
•
•
•
•

spot stain and odour removal
leather cleaning specialists
flame retarding
dust mite reduction service
all work fully insured & guaranteed

For a free no obligation quotation call today
Freephone 0808 144 9071
John Joannides 28 Bracken Close Bookham

The
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS & DECORATORS

40 Years Experience

All aspects of painting and decorating

01306
640418
www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
Approved by Trading Standards & Checkatrade

CHRIS HULME
Garden Machinery

Service and repair of all makes and models of:
• Ride-on mowers
• Rotary mowers
• Cylinder mowers
• Chainsaws
• Strimmers • Hedge cutters
• Rotavators
• Blower vacs

Quality secondhand machinery

Collection and delivery service

The Barn Cowslip Lane Mickleham 01372 377757 / 07950 961606

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

Pinehurst
RestHome
We aim to provide an excellent service at
competitive rates supporting emotional physical
and social needs of our clients always respecting
and protecting their status as adults.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residential and 24-hour daycare		
Excellent cuisine
Facilities for disabled: medic bath / lift
Home doctor in attendance
Single & sharing rooms			
Convalescent & short stays
Lounge with TV & piano		
Separate dining room
Physiotherapist chiropodist & hairdresser
Entertainment: theatre visits / parties
& cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road Box Hill
Mickleham Dorking Surrey RH5 6BY
Telephone: 01306 889942 / 888253
4

Saga of Mickleham Broadband

• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •
66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511 • E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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Part 2 – FTTP Realised

inally, after months of negotiations
an accord to use a scheme had
been reached. This accord required
b ro a d b a n d s p e e d s o f a s m a ny
residences of Mickleham as possible
to be amalgamated, and so after many
fruitful months of work this vast piece
of scripture was produced.
However, much to the dread, dismay
and horror of Mary, the Iron bank
funding the scheme withdrew support,
and thus trampled upon the very future
generations who would need such
infrastructure developments the most.
On that day a great grey lifeless pall
lowered over Mickleham and a deep
sense of lifelessness was present from
the peak of Box Hill to the plains of
Fetcham downs.
A Mickleham Cobra meeting was
convened. T’was a long night and
after a number of emotional and
intense rallying speeches, as well as
morale boosting emails from Lord
Banfield (utilising Korea’s superfast
network) we began scheming. We
the people of Mickleham would save
the next generation. We dispersed
to our designated regions, Sir Rob
ventured North of the A24, and I
trekked further, to the Kingdom of
Norbury House. Through all of our
combined endeavours, including droves

For all your decorating needs...
Fully insured
Exterior painting
Free quotes & advice
Commercial/Domestic work

Insurance work
Interior decorating
Oil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removal

07947 135 376 0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.com

Four months later work began.
Contractors arrived and immediately
set about driving Mickleham forth
into the future. Trenches were dug,
cables were laid, however this proved
to be too substantial a task for new
recruits, as deadlines were missed. Yet
another Christmas passed without the
connective powers of Skype, and preemptively purchased Alexas went back
in their boxes.
With terrestrial TV unavailable and no
broadband, contact with the outside
world looked bleak. Food shopping
still involved trips in cars, loading and
unloading trolleys – which is most
notably last century. How would we
all collect our Ocado online points if it
continued?
A great council was called to the village
hall, and after much toing and froing of
debate we decided there was no option,
we would have to use the only 2 Mbps
available in all of Mickleham before its
crash at sunrise and stay up every night
sending emails until someone gave us
the 24Mbps we so desperately sought.

Finally, an elite Openreach cohort, best
compared to the triarii of old, would
be allocated to Mickleham. Men in
white vans arrived, and under the
management of this blessed group of
individuals it was soon discovered that
sub-standard cables had been laid and
that poles were rotten to the point of
non-usability.
After many months of hard labour and
replacing poles with the finest timber
available, the beautiful, marvellous,
magnificent spider web of fibre optic
cables was beginning to near completion.
Soon, stone age mechanical hubs could
be replaced by superfast wifi routers.
The fruits of so many years of ups and
downs, of turmoil and trauma, were so
close to being ripe.
Whilst the majority rejoiced, heating
and lighting could be controlled by
Hives and Alexas could finally be
activated, some complained of wives
missing from marital beds. We could
only assume their households finally
had Netflix!
And so it was, in the year of our lord
2018, this remarkable, bewitching land
of Mickleham, started a new epoch in
its history, as it joined just 3% of the
nation’s households in receiving ‘fibre
to the premises’ (FTTP).
Kirsten Johnson and Nikolai Beloussov

The Mickleham Village Hall Chairman’s Report 2018

SIMON HOOPER

Professional friendly and speedy service at all times

of residents fearful of life without
24Mbps, funding targets were reached.
And thus, it was so that the powers
that be acknowledged our crusade and
approved our endeavours and dream.

T

he Village Hall has had another
successful year thanks to the work
of my fellow trustees and to Deanna
Darnell our Bookings Manager. All of
the trustees have taken on specific
responsibilities which facilitate the

smooth operation of all aspects of
running the Hall. You would be surprised
at how much work is done to keep the
Hall going and in good condition.
Our Treasurer, Brian Wilcox, reports
that we again generated a surplus
of about £3,600 in 2018, despite
undertaking major repairs to the roof,
tree work and car park line marking at
a total cost of almost £2,800. Whilst we
are in a healthy financial position, we
need to build up our reserves to cover
both the replacement of equipment
and major items of maintenance. An
example of that is the outside painting
which is needed every seven or eight
years. Last time it cost £9,000.

Our bookings have held up during the
year. While, over the past two years,
a couple of our long-term users have
retired, they have been replaced by new
regular users, including a fitness group
offering two sessions per week and a
ballet school.
We would welcome ideas for new
uses of the Hall. Do contact me if
you would like to see what the Hall
is like and whether it is suitable
for what you have in mind. Do also
have a look at our website http://
www.micklehamvillagehall.org.
uk/community/mickleham-villagehall-13636/home
Ben Tatham
chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
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Local Memories of D-Day

P

The June 1994 parish magazine commemorated the 50th Anniversary of D-Day with a feature including local
residents' memories of that momentous event compiled by Liz Weller. Now, 25 years further on
we are including this edited version for readers who missed it the first time.

lanning for the long-awaited Second
Front in western Europe began
in earnest in the spring of 1943.
Normandy was chosen as the target for
the invasion and elaborate deception
plans were devised to convince the
Germans that the Pas de Calais and other
parts of the European coastline were
the real allied targets. Valuable lessons
had been learned from the failure of the
Dieppe raid in August 1942 in which the
Canadian army played a major role and
suffered heavy losses. New landing craft
were developed, together with a ‘siege
train’ of armoured vehicles, nicknamed
‘Funnies’, including amphibious tanks
and others adapted for mine-clearing,
bridge-laying and flame-throwing,
Fundamental to the preparation for
‘Operation Overlord’ was the build-up of
American forces in Britain, code-named
‘Bolero’. From 1942 to 1944, more than
1.5 million American service personnel
arrived in Britain. In addition, 5 million
tons of invasion supplies, and equipment
were brought across the Atlantic.
By spring of 1944, hundreds of square
miles of Britain were crowded with
air bases, army camps, ammunition
dumps, tank parks, supply depots and
repair shops. From April 1944, special
trains and long lines of vehicles brought

troops and equipment to the muster
areas in the South, where woodland
sites provided natural cover. There
were many Americans and Canadians
in our area. Mickleham Hall, then the
home of the Gordon Clarks, was taken
over by Canadians, Juniper Hall was
used by the Tank Corps, the Pay Corps
were accommodated at Dalewood
(now Box Hill School) and Mickleham
Downs (the home of Cullens, the
well-known grocer family) was taken
over by Sun Alliance. In Westhumble,
British soldiers were occupying Burford
Corner and Canadians were in The
Little House. The field opposite the
Stepping Stones PH was filled with
NAAFI huts. Lord Beaverbrook from
Cherkley Court was Churchill’s Minister
of Aircraft Production and along with
his compatriot Lord Bennett of Juniper
Hill (ex-Canadian Prime Minister) did
an incredible amount to raise funds
for the war effort and naturally were
very much involved with the many
Canadians stationed in our area. The
western side of the A24 was closed to
the public and was full of camouflaged
vehicles and pontoon sections for the
Mulberry Harbour, as was Young Street
which was specially constructed by the
Canadians in 1943.

At home, here in Westhumble and
Mickleham, people were living as best
they could, despite the threat of invasion
or air attacks, struggling to survive on
meager food supplies and improvising
in all sorts of ways to manage.
COLIN COMPTON was living with his
parents at Chapel Farm. ‘I was 15 years
old and cycled daily to Ashcombe
School, so I saw the build-up of the
parked amphibious vehicles on the
west side of the dual carriageway, and
its disappearance overnight a few days
before D-Day. Life on the farm went on
as usual. It was mixed farming then,
with about 40 cows, 4 or 5 sows, 60 to 70
ducks and about 50 chickens. Mum and
Dad did the daily milk round in a Ford 8
van around Westhumble, Norbury and
Mickleham. We had one cowman and
his two sons who were hand-milking.
The sons were of military age but were
exempt from service because they were
needed on the farm.'
Anne Weaver’s mother BILLIE FITTER,
who came to Westhumble in June
1943, recalled: ‘I was a nurse at Dorking
General Hospital. I can remember
having to nurse prisoners of war from
the camp near Holmwood. The German
patients were upstairs in St Mary’s Ward
Photograph courtesy of John Woodcock

The A24 in 1944 showing camouflaged vehicles parked along the west carriageway of the newly-built Mickleham Bypass.
Note the NAAFI huts, bottom left.
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with a military policeman on guard and
the British were on the ground floor.'
JOYCE CROSS, who was living at The
King William IV pub where her father
was publican, recalled: ‘We were only
licensed to sell beer in those days. We
had one delivery per week, on a Friday,
which was all gone by the weekend! On
pay day, the soldiers would go off to
Leatherhead in the evening returning
when the pubs closed to the William IV,
standing outside on the steps shouting
‘We want beer’ until my Dad threatened
to ring their CO, which was always very
effective in making them disappear!’
BRIAN WHINNEY, a resident of Pilgrims
Way in 1994, had been a Principal Beach
Master on Gold Beach. He related his
story: ‘My introduction to the job was
both sudden and unexpected. I was
serving as a first lieutenant in HMS
Montrose based at Harwich with patrol
duties along the east coast. On return
from patrol early one Saturday, I was
simply told to go home for the night
and report the following morning to
Southampton.
‘I dined on arrival that Sunday night with
Admiral Douglas-Pennant and Captain
Farquahar, with whom I had served
earlier in the war, and they told me I
was to be a Principal Beach Master in
‘Operation Overlord’. I was told where
I was to land and the date. Disbelief
and consternation overwhelmed me,
especially on being entrusted with such
secret information. There were only five
weeks to D-Day, and I knew nothing
about the job. What a prospect!
'We had been aware while on the east
coast that certain operations were
afoot, but could never piece together
the assorted and unusual objects
under tow which we escorted to the
south coast. However, the nature
of the job soon became apparent
on being introduced to my fellow
counterpart who was to have charge
of the beaches to the east of mine.
He was wearing a DSC and bar, having
done the same job twice before in
the Mediterranean. From then on, for
about three months, I wore khaki but
retained my naval cap. The weeks of
in Southampton passed rapidly, with
beaching exercises and briefing the
army camp as to the nature of the
whole operation.
‘On D-Day minus one, I embarked

Canadian Press

•

Arromanches

Normandy beach areas for D-Day invasion 6th June 1944

in SS Empire Arquebus. Rather
unexpectedly, we were waited on at
dinner that evening by uniformed
stewards who offered menus (as if
on a cruise!). The convoy of warships
escorting landing craft sailed during
the night and dropped anchor in the
early hours some 4 to 5 miles off the
beaches. The scene on arrival was a
picture a most amazing sight – the
whole anchorage was completely full.'
All were waiting for the signal to move,
when General Eisenhower decided to
take a chance with the adverse weather
conditions and the Allied Invasion of
Normandy began soon after midnight
on 6th June, D-Day was to have been 5th
June, but severe weather conditions
forced a delay to 6th June when there
was thought to be a slight ‘window’
in the weather to attempt ‘Operation
Overlord’ and retain the element of
surprise to the Germans. Obviously
the organisation of the 24-hour delay
was in itself a huge feat: to hold up the
arrival of thousands of vessels along
with their defence by sea and also
the crucial air attack of German land
artilleries, all requiring unprecedented
synchronisation in utmost secrecy. By
the end of D-Day itself, 73,000 American
and 83,000 British and Canadian had
been landed by sea .
LADY AARVOLD recalled: ‘In the
early hours of 6th June there was a
thunderous, continuous noise over
Foxbury. I looked out and saw huge
planes flying very low, towing gliders – it
went on for three quarters of an hour. It
was an amazing sight. We did not know
then of course, what the objective was.’
BRIAN WHINNEY (continued): ‘D-Day,
6 th June, dawned in appalling sea
conditions – fierce north-westerly

onshore winds with an unusual cross
swell combined to present challenging
conditions for the task of landing so
many men, vehicles, equipment and
supplies. We left the ship’s side in our
landing craft at 0600. The passage ashore
was not lonely; flotillas of all kinds of
landing craft designed to transport men,
tanks, rockets and supplies were all
under way, hell-bent on achieving their
ETAs on the correct beaches. It was a
most spectacular sight, but my most vivid
memories are of the appalling noise. The
landing craft guns were the chief culprits,
coming through our lines, barking away,
followed by landing craft rockets which
let fly its banks of hundreds of lethal
missiles. The background noise of the
bombarding salvos was akin to the
symphony of a very large orchestra.
‘As we approached, it became obvious
that the beach defences were not as
numerous as I had been led to believe.
Considerable enemy fire developed on
the beaches and behind them from
small arms and mortar batteries. After
many near misses, we finally beached
in heavy surf at 07.50, leaving us
about 150 yards to run to the top of
the beach, where I became aware of
a group of a dozen men sitting quietly,
apparently gazing out to sea – it took a
few moments to realise that they were
Germans who had been flushed out of
their beach defence post!
‘Our beach sector, Item & Jig – Gold
Area, was being enfiladed from a
strategic pill box which the RAF had
unfortunately missed. We were
consequently confined to the narrow
beachhead between the high-water
mark and the sand dunes, behind
which in the marshes the Germans
were accurately targeting us with
mortar fire. It is a bit unnerving to
continued overleaf >>>
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see someone drop a bomb down a
spout, knowing it is to be aimed in
your direction! They departed shortly
afterwards, but the fire from the pill
box persisted. I drove along the top
of the beach to a disabled tank which
was providing welcome shelter for a
number of our wounded. The tank was
a great boon to us because it gave a
narrow cone of cover from the pill box
fire; without it, we would have been in
much worse trouble.
‘I was forced to stop clearance of beach
obstacles. No landing craft could get
ashore and only one tank got off our
beach successfully on that first day,
which succeeded in deafening the lot
of us by blowing its waterproofing just
before going inland to support the
marine commandos.
‘During the afternoon, accompanied by
Colonel Cooper, I went on a recce along
the beach and into Arromanches and
Le Hamel. The inhabitants had been
forewarned the previous day by the
Resistance and every single person had
departed during the night Arromanches
was completely deserted and very eerie.
On our way back to the beach, we heard
a noise in a cottage. The colonel rapped
on the door and, to our astonishment,
an old lady appeared and seemed quite
unconcerned. She had apparently been
there all day, carrying out her household
chores as usual, although the cottage
backed on to the pill box which had
caused us so much trouble.
‘From D-Day on, for several weeks,
priorities changed from hour to hour.
The weather got worse again and life
became fairly chaotic but was full of
variety and interest. A time of light relief
was ‘le quatorze juillet’ when the French
did even more justice than usual to their
annual celebration – at last they could
anticipate freedom. Our colonel gave
a marvellous speech in honour of the
occasion, which nobody understood but
everyone appreciated the general gist!
‘I was in France for this momentous
occasion and will never forget or regret
the experience. The very size of ‘Overlord’
and all it stood for was unbelievable and
it was a privilege to take part.’
GEOFFREY SUCKLING recalled the part he
played on D-Day: ‘As a sub-lieutenant in
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, I was
appointed to LST 413 for the Normandy
landings. This was one of the earlier
breed of Landing Ship Tanks, being of
8

approximately 3,000 tons with a large
tank deck capable of carrying up to 40
tanks, and an upper deck taking about 40
other sorts of vehicles. Each such upper
deck vehicle was raised individually
by internal lift. There were also the
accompanying personnel. We were
to act as a ferry between Portsmouth
and the various code-named beaches.
We carried just about as many sick bay
attendants as crew (about 18), plus 2
doctors and a surgeon, for as soon as we
had unloaded on the beach the drill was
that we converted the tank deck into a
giant sick bay with a surgery, able to carry
back to hospital in England up to 1,000
stretcher cases from the beach-head,
the medical team performing wonders
on the way,
‘Our landings were timed to be soon
after high water (on a falling tide). We
were armed only with Bofor machine
guns and hand-held weapons. Each
ship carried its own barrage balloon
to discourage low-level enemy aircraft
attacks. Our instructions were to charge
our landing ship (when commanded
to do so) onto the beach at full speed
which was about 12 knots (15 mph),
Before getting into position to do so,
the ship had to be trimmed to suit the
slope of the beach by using the ballast
tanks. All vehicles were chained to
the deck and personnel had to brace
themselves hard for the actual landing.
A series of sharp bumps were normally
experienced before coming to an abrupt
halt. Nothing could be left unsecured.
We were loaded the previous day and
our flotilla waited at anchor at Spithead
for further instructions. The ships
responsible for the bombardment of
the Normandy coast had gone ahead
and an enormous fleet had assembled
to follow. A channel was being swept
and buoyed all the way across the
English Channel to the French beaches.
The weather was stormy and as unkind
as our weather can be. The way across
was just a mass of ships and vessels with
diverse specialities and amphibians
moving towards the beaches. When
called for the run-in on to the beach,
our flotilla had to approach in line
ahead. The flotilla leader first, with
the next ship moving gracefully to port
before dropping the stern anchor and
landing next to him, and so on. There
was one important thing to get right
and that was to drop the stern anchor

Some of Geoff's unpublished photographs

Geoff Suckling

when we were two cable-lengths off
the beach. Too soon and you lose
your anchor – too late and you have
insufficient purchase to help you get
off the beach again. At the same time, it
was important not to foul the next ship’s
anchor. The noise of battle all around
was very off-putting to the concentration
needed for this hazardous manoeuvre.
As mentioned, the weather was not
good, with a cross wind.
‘When our turn came for our first
‘landing’ instead of gracefully moving
to port, the strong wind blew us back
in line ahead and BANG, we rammed
the ship ahead, fouling its anchor at
the same time. The ship ahead went
further up the beach than planned and
our plans were disorientated. To say
that we were not popular would be an
understatement! Unfortunately, our
bow doors were so badly damaged that
they could not be opened so we had to
return to Portsmouth with our load of
eager but frustrated warriors. There,
the doors had to be forcibly removed
entirely and thereafter we plied to and
fro across the Channel without them!
We were in no danger of sinking as
inside the doors (that were) there was
a ramp which could still be closed fairly
watertight. It just meant that we did not
cut through the water as elegantly as
others. We were well recognised as the
only landing ship without bow doors!
In the weeks that followed, we were
involved in other unusual episodes
which led to the promotion of our
captain and the recovery of the ship’s
pride. We made numerous crossings
to the Normandy beaches until 21st
August when the German line of retreat
was finally cut off and the Battle of
Normandy was over.'

For technical reasons we were unable to include photographs in the 1994 article, but fortunately his widow, Jean has kept many of Geoff's
pictures. Top left: Vehicles on top decks of LSTs; Top right: An LST landing its cargo onto the beach. Below left: Stretchers of wounded filling the
tank deck for the return journey. Bottom right: An LST with its bow doors open showing how the ramp closes off the bottom deck.

Mickleham and Westhumble Horticultural Society

P

July Village Show – Last minute tips for intending exhibitors!

age 6 of your Schedule gives you
Hints and Instructions but here is a
bit of personal advice by one who has
fallen into many of the fatal traps….
1 The golden rule must be to take notice
of the requirements of the schedule. 5
raspberries means 5 and it’s so easy,
especially if you bring one extra in case
of accidents, to leave it on the plate as
you decide which to exhibit. Result =
N/A (not according to schedule) = won’t
be judged, however beautiful they are!

2 If you can, avoid entering flowers or
herbs with leaves that have holes or
signs of insect damage. You can always
remove the offending leaf or two if you
need to.
3 Dimensions are crucial, both in
flower arranging and the size of your
courgettes as well as pots. Where these
are mentioned, you must keep to them!
4 Uniformity is to be aimed at where
possible, say when choosing potatoes.
It always seems to me that if I only had
to produce 5, rather than 6, that I would
have the perfect entry. Nevertheless,
we all have the same problems so ‘Nil
desperandum’.
5 Staging, or presentation is another
factor. Although I do not grow onions,
I admire the way they are tied over with
raffia and staged on soft rings – very
time-consuming though! Try to avoid
removing too many layers of skin. This

goes for shallots too.
6 If you are unsure about your peas,
you can shine a torch through the pod
to see if has its full complement. Leave
a little stalk on, similarly with beans.
7 Carrots go limp more quickly if you
leave all the greenery on so cut back to
about 3”. (I often wonder why ‘pricey’
carrots are sold that way when they
don’t retain their snap for as long.)
8 In the May magazine the Garden
Shed article on preparing for the show
mentioned bikini vases, and the use of
oasis, advice worth following for flower
entries.
9 Apples should always be presented
rose end upwards even if they wobble
a bit on their stalks!
The main thing is not to get stressed and
treat it all as a bit of good fun.
Good luck!
Judy Kinloch
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Bespoke dress making
Soft furnishings
Clothing alterations
Curtains
Sewing lessons
Roman Blinds

F

Contact Tracey: 07511 079441
traceyssewingroom@gmail.com

Regular Lawn Mowing
General Garden Maintenance
Lawn Care & turfing
Hedge Trimming
Pressure Washing

• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

Dorking based

01306 711293

edebros.co.uk

07905 160765
phil.burnett@jimsmowing.co.uk

Gill and Paula would like to warmly welcome you to Aspen Care offering
assistance to enable you to live in the comfort of your own home with care
and companionship.
• A happy alternative to a care home
• Cover while your family or carer takes a holiday
• Recuperation and rehabilitation following a hospital stay
• All aspects of personal care medication and meal prep
• Dementia care disability chronic &critical conditions end of life care
• Accompaniment to appointments
Call for a chat to discuss your requirements.
We look forward to hearing from you.
01737 354821 info@aspenliveincare.co.uk www.aspenliveincare.co.uk

ALFA
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Cryptic Delicacies

rom talking to solvers and seeing how
they go about looking at clues and
the pitfalls they drop into, I thought it
might be an idea to reinforce some of
the key points in approaching cryptic
clues.
Don’t forget that the secret to solving
cryptic crosswords is the analytical
breaking down of clues, avoiding
being swayed by the surface reading.
Look for the possible definition part
of the clue, look for the indicators that
tell you what type of clue it might be,
use your internal thesaurus to think
about all the different meanings of the
individual words and phrases (especially
those that are not in the sense being
used in the surface reading of the
clue). There can be a temptation to
just jump into looking for letters that
can be anagrammed, but there is no
point doing that if there is no anagram
indicator (though admittedly all sorts of
unusual words can be used to suggest
an anagram and some may require a
bit of thought to see that they mean
to mix up or muddle or explode things
about). Sometimes just understanding
what type of clue it is can suddenly
make it very easy – for example, hidden
word clues can appear very difficult

• Clean prompt work
• 30 years’ experience
• Specialist advice for old/problem chimneys

01306 883455
deli

plant centre

local
natural
ethical
FREE PARKING www.vgfarmshop.com 01306 880720
Open 7 days 9.30 am to 5.30 pm
• Fresh fruit & veg – local & home grown • Great range of local cheese
• Fresh bread cakes croissants & pastries
• Cook
ready
Bangers Galore
LOCAL
* NATURAL
NATURAL
ETHICAL
LOCAL
* meals;
* * sausages
ETHICAL
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Food Fair

Sunday 19th July
12 noon to 4 pm

Local producers
Lots of tasters!

20 Maybe ring leader for 1, 10, 11, or
18? (7)
DEFINITION: Maybe ring
The answers to the numbered clues
pointed to were SPORTS, PRINTS,
DERMATITIS, PROCESS and a ‘leader’
that turns those words into phrases
is CONTACT. ‘Maybe’ points to a word
being an example of something, so to
‘ring’ is a way to ‘CONTACT’ someone.
The key to this clue is looking below
the surface of ‘ring leader’ – it is such
an established combination that you
almost view it as one word, but to solve
the clue you must split it and think
about its two components in isolation
ANSWER = CONTACT
It’s a long time since the Contact Process
has come into my consciousness, but I
remembered it from O Level Chemistry
– it’s the method for producing sulphuric
acid on an industrial scale. It was
patented in 1831 by British vinegar
merchant Peregrine Phillips, and a key
part of it was the use of platinum as

a catalyst (since
replaced by
vanadium pentoxide).
13 Punch leads to this servant being
in bed, doubtless first to get the chop
(5,3)
DEFINITION: Punch leads to this
The first letter of ‘doubtless’ is D which
gets the chop form ‘bed’ to leave BE
and then you put ‘Servant’ = LACKEY
into that.
ANSWER = BLACK EYE
5 Staff crept around in suave clothing
(7)
DEFINITION: Staff
The ‘clothing’ of ‘SuavE’ is its outside
letters i.e. S & E and then anagram
around ‘CREPT’ to put in the middle
ANSWER = SCEPTRE
17 Study in back bar, drinking a single
unit (4,2)
DEFINITION: ‘bar’ = PUB, read backwards
is BUP which drinks ‘a single unit’ = ONE
ANSWER = BONE UP
Always good to get ideas of things to
discuss in my article, so any responses
or queries will be happily received at
andrewt@andrewtatham.co.uk
Andrew

National Trust Box Hill Update

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

farm shop

to get a handle on initially but then
that little word ‘in’ can start a search
for sequences of letters that might
fit. I hope that helps (a bit!). From last
month:

A

t the end of May we bade a sad
farewell to Suzanne Taylor, the
Manager of Catering and Retail at the

Box Hill Café and Servery for over 30
years. She has seen and implemented
huge changes up here and will be
very much missed. Hal will be taking
over in the middle of June. He brings
with him experience in dealing with
large numbers of hungry customers so
hopefully will take our weekend visitor
numbers in his stride.
Works continue on our water supply
and drainage. Most of the work in
front of the Servery and café has been
completed but there is still much going
on behind the scenes which is making
service challenging. Please bear with
us if we don’t have everything you
would like. We are doing our best
to keep things as normal as possible.
With any luck everything will back to

normal by the end of July.
With the arrival of summer we have
some lovely fresh salads available in
the café. Roasted courgette with a
chilli dressing, panzanella with capers
and mint and Carlo’s special quiche. If
you have a sweet tooth we have a new
Berry Cheesecake Pot and our favourite
Box Hillionaire’s Cake as well as all the
old favourites.
The RideLondon cycle event will be
taking place on Sunday 4th August as
usual. This means the roads will be
closed across the hill and surrounding
area. The Servery will be open but
access is very limited. If you can make
it up despite the mass of cyclists and
spectators we would love to see you.
Trish Manuell

The next issue of the parish magazine will be published at the end of August.
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Not feeling as well as you’d like?
Counselling • Mind & Body Healing
Reiki Treatments • Shamanic Healing
Meditation • Courses & Workshops

“I have been on a life-changing journey the benefits
of which will be with me forever.” ARJ Surrey
Call Judith Cobby
on 01306 882229
or 07790 614448
www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

01372 741544 paul.tame@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

Ballroom Dancing
Latin American Dancing
Professional Training [IDTA]
Private lessons only
Sunday & Monday evenings
6 – 10 p.m.
At Mickleham Village Hall
Dell Close Mickleham Surrey RH5 6EE
07901 742 887
vmvdancing@gmail.com

RGS
EST.1985

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all
All aspects of private and commercial garden
and estate maintenance landscaping undertaken
Fencing grass & hedge cutting

Telephone: 01737 841524 Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

Mickleham
Village Hall
available
for hire

Hall bookings
Table & chair hire
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

IDTA Qualified Teacher

Rowlatt Garden Services

Community Directory

A local, award-winning business
supporting people living in Epsom
& Mole Valley, enabling them to
remain living independently AT
HOME as well as providing
companionship and colour to peoples lives.
RATED AS OUTSTANDING BY CARE QUALITY COMMISSION
Committed to providing a quality, trusted and consistent
home care service, we only recruit local CareGivers
and match every CareGiver to every client so
the same person will call each time.

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk

STEVE & TIM LANGLEY

www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

Experienced craftsmen

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING
FRENCH POLISHING
Free estimates collection & delivery

01372 457700
07960 486455 07847 769517

BLINDS • CURTAINS
INTERIOR FURNISHING & WALLPAPER

Planning
a party?

Equipment
available for hire
China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

84 Falkland Road, Dorking RH4 3AD | T: 01306 740201
www.saintpaulsworkrooms.co.uk
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admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Box Hill (National Trust)
Head Ranger – Mark Dawson
01306 885502
		
mark.dawson@nationaltrust.org.uk
Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards
01737 842889
		
lyn@mra.uk.net
Box Hill School
Headmaster – Cory Lowde
01372 374814
		
HMPA@boxhillschool.com
Dorking Cricket Club
Chairman – David Spackman
07831 859232
david@theimagecompany.co.uk
Dorking Group of Artists
Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth 			
01737 24491
					
patriciabooth100@gmail.com
Dorking Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Jim Cattermole
01306 883629
		
jim.cattermole@uwclub.net
Dorking Rugby Club
Jim Evans
				
07789176417
						 jim@flintcottage.net
The Garden Shed
Pauline Davis 						 07759 646 353
					
paulinemdavis@gmail.com
Susie Gowenlock 					
07768 923 088
					
susiegowenlock@gmail.com
Juniper Hall Field Centre

01306 734501
enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
Head of Centre – Simon Ward
Simon.lr@field-studies-council.org
Friends of Juniper Hall – Suzy Hughes
01483 281935
		
suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk
Mickleham Children’s Playground Association
Secretary – Sarah Parfitt
07767 891772
		
sarah@sarahparfitt.com
Mickleham Choral Society
Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall
Conductor – Juliet Hornby
01372 373106
Secretary – Anne Weaver
01306 883932
www.micklehamchoral.org.uk
secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk
Mickleham Old Box Hillians Football Club
Secretary – John Atewell
01372 374745
Mickleham Parish Council
See website for meeting dates www.micklehampc.org.uk
Chairman – Rev’d David Ireland
01372 379381
rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk – Trevor Haylett
trevor.haylett9@gmail.com
Mickleham Parish Magazine
Editor – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla
01306 884025
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Administrator – Fiona Roberts-Miller
01306 740851
		
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Mickleham Village Hall
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
		
chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell
07790 941601
		
bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
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St Michael’s Church
within the United Benefice
of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent
The Reverend Graham Osborne
Parish Priest
The Reverend Canon John Harkin

01372 372313
01372 378335

parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Duty days primarily Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

		

Churchwardens
John Banfield
		

Sarah Blake

01372 373912

churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk

07736 235709

churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Parish Administrator
Alison Wood

01372 376443

		

PCC Secretary
Elizabeth Moughton
Treasurer
Richard Siberry
		

admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01306 883040

pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01372 375303

pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Weddings Co-ordinator
Elaine Machin			

01372 724972

Baptisms Co-ordinator
Vickie Leney

01306 884054

		

weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk

baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Funerals Organiser
Brian Wilcox			

01372 374730

Website Manager
Sarah Ward

01372 383350

July
2 Tuesday
7.30 pm
Parish Prayer Meeting in church
5 Friday
11 am
Box Hill School Flag Service in church
6 Saturday
2 - 5 pm
Village Fête and Horticultural Society
				 Summer Show
8 am
Holy Communion
7 3RD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
		
10 am
Family Service with Baptism of
				 Layla Charalambous
8 am
Holy Communion
14 4TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
		
10 am
Holy Communion
		
11.30 am
Morning Prayer at the Chapel
16 Tuesday
6.30 pm
Annual 'Runners' vs 'King Willy' 		
				
cricket match. Box Hill School
20 Saturday
9 am
Men's Breakfast. Running Horses
21 5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8 am		
Holy Communion
		
10 am
Holy Communion
22 Monday
3 pm
Tea @3 at Westhumble Place
24 Wednesday
1.30 pm
St Michael’s School End of Year Service
				 in church followed by
				 refreshments in the Rectory garden
27 Saturday
9 am
Women's Breakfast. Running Horses
		
3pm
Wedding of Glenn Holland and Kim
				 Penny in church		
28 6TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8 am		
		
10 am
29 Monday
7.30 pm

website@micklehamchurch.org.uk

For information about services for other
denominations see website pages.
Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

REGISTERS
Marriage
25th May Georgina Kennington and Mark McKellar
Aurora Ewa Popow, daughter of Wojciech
Popow and Zuzanna Grecka-Popow

Holy Communion at the Chapel
Holy Communion
PCC meeting in Ranmore Room

August

funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk

Baptism
2nd June

Calendar of Events

4 7TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8 am		
		
10 am
			
9 Friday
4 pm

Holy Communion
Family Service
RideLondon Cycling Event
Garden Shed's Albury Vineyard Tour

8 am
Holy Communion
11 8TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
		
10 am
Holy Communion
		
11.30 am
Morning Prayer at the Chapel
Copy deadline for September Parish Magazine
17 Saturday
9 am
Men's Breakfast. Running Horses
18 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
		

8 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

25 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
		

8 am
10 am

Holy Communion at the Chapel
Holy Communion

September
1 11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8 am
Holy Communion
		
10 am
Family Service with baptism of Noah
				Stanbrook
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Members of the
Parochial Church Council
James Aarvold John Banfield Sarah Blake
Mark Day Andrew Diamond Jenny Hudlass
Elizabeth Moughton Frances Presley
James Riches Richard Siberry Amanda Wadsworth
Simon Ward Amy Ward Paul Wates

Tools with a Mission (TWAM)
www.twam.co.uk

TWAM is a Christian charity committed to the recycling
and refurbishment of tools which then can provide a
means for poorer people in developing countries to learn
a trade and be able to support themselves and their
families. With this practical help thousands of young
men and women have benefited from the skills they have
learned. They need:
• garden forks & spades saws hammers drills
pickaxes etc
• sewing or knitting related tools thread zips scissors
• fabric and sewing machines
• wool and knitting needles patterns , knitting machines
• machine and electrical tools
If you have any of the above which could be used to help
someone to have a better quality of life and hope for the
future please contact Hilda Burden on 01737 842516.

Helping Hands

Including Food for Friends

A service for all residents of Mickleham and Westhumble
Examples of services we offer:
• Transport for visits to doctor’s surgery or hospital
• Essential shopping / collection of prescriptions
• Changing library books
• Small tasks: eg changing fuses altering clocks etc
• Dog walking / care of pets
• Visiting / befriending
• Home-cooked meals for local families going
through difficult times
Requests to Mary Banfield 01372 373912
or leave a message on answerphone.
Callers will be contacted within 24 hours

More helpers needed – please contact
Mary if you can spare some time.
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Community Directory
Continued from page 13

Mickleham & Westhumble Book Club
Bernice Bailey
01306 741310
		
bpbailey_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Badminton Club
Membership Secretary Sarah Blake
tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com
Mickleham & Westhumble Cricket Club
Membership contact
Will Dennis 07903 842674
will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Horticultural Society
Chairman – David Kennington
01372 362309
www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs
davidkennington144@gmail.com
Mickleham and Westhumble Local History Group
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
ben@thetathams.co.uk
www.hugofox.com/community/mickleham-westhumble-local		
history-group-13483/
Mole Valley District Council
01306 885001
Councillor Elsie Rosam
01306 885695
		
elsierosam29@gmail.com
The Arts Societies (formerly NADFAS)
Betchworth – Mary Venning
01306 883301
Dorking – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
Leatherhead – Sarah Sheridan			
01306 883699
St Michael’s Church of England (A) Infant School
01372 373717
		
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
Friends of St Michael’s School
Co-chairs Danielle Morrison and Debbie Turner
friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com
St Michael’s Community Nursery
Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
Supervisor – Hilary Budd
01372 361021
				stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Surrey County Council
03456 009 009
Councillor – Hazel Watson
01306 880120
		
hva.watson@btinternet.com
Surrey Wildlife Trust
01483 795440
		
info@surreywt.org.uk
Westhumble Residents Association
David Allbeury
07860 227451
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
Westhumble Neighbourhood Watch
Lead Co-ordinator – David Allbeury
07860 227451
		
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Citizens Advice
Dorking – Lyons Court
Leatherhead – Swan Mews High Street
Crimestoppers
Police Non-emergencies

0844 4111 444
0844 4111 444
0800 555 111
101

(often quicker to make online report) https://report.police.uk/

Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East
PCSO 8761 Dave Sadler
To contact a member of the
PCSO 15904 Sophia Manelfi team call 101 and your call
will be put through.
PC 2799 Sue Gargini
General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Babysitting
by local
teenagers
Those listed below are at least
14 years old..

Finlay Wise
01306 884694
Alasdair Wise
01306 884694
Annabelle Prosser
01306 640643
Maisy Presley
01306 882484
Freya Pearce
01306 884724
Issy Nash*
01306 742762
Skye Moran
01306 640043
Patrick Moran 01306 640043
Amber Miller
01306 883659
Katie Light
01306 881953
Rory Lee
**07973 360 950
Ellie Kim
07773 395 575
Tatiana Fleming-Smith
**07799 061 288
Chelsea Edwards 01306 884133
Philomena Ala 01306 885767
Delphine Ala
01306 885767
* Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number
If you would like to add your
name to this list please get in
touch with
Fiona Roberts-Miller
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
No Charge

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine
Please contact
Fiona Roberts-Miller
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is
charged for ads where items or
services are bought or sold.
We have been advised to print
the following reminder:
We cannot guarantee the
quality of the goods and
services offered by our
advertisers.

W

Stephen Harris Lloyd 1938 – 2019

e would like to pay tribute to
Stephen Lloyd who died on 29th
March and whose Memorial Service
was held at St Barnabas Church,
Ranmore on 7th June. He and Joyce
were married in 1972 and moved from
Fetcham to Westhumble in 1986.
Stephen was born in Manchester and
attended Ashville College, Harrogate
with which he maintained a lifelong
association. He studied law at Leeds
university and became an articled
clerk to a firm of solicitors in Middlesex
where he subsequently became a
senior partner, staying with the firm
for 33 years, his subject being family
law. Whilst there, Stephen was invited
to become a circuit judge, a great
honour in those days. This was a
part-time job, alongside his main
employment, and involved hearing
cases in courts throughout south-east
England. Immediately after retirement
from his firm, he was invited to become
a judge at Brighton Family Court. He
held this position for 12 years. It was a
great joke in the family that he retired
on a Friday only to start working again
the next Monday!
A l ways i nvo l ve d i n fa m i l y l aw
throughout his career, inevitably the
cases before Stephen were very tricky,
complex and heart-breaking, involving
child abuse, family break-ups and
adoption. It was a great tribute to him
that, faced with all he had to deal with
at court, away from it he was always so
jolly and known for his ready wit and
sense of fun. His success must have
been the result of his light-hearted
personality counter-balancing the

Stephen loved driving and was
passionate about classic cars, He was
prominent in the neighbourhood in
his Alvis, Humber, Triumph or Morris
8. He acquired many friends of like
mind and organised what he called his
'Judicial Jaunts', meeting them at topical
venues all over the country, especially
his beloved Yorkshire where he and
Joyce had a cottage in Swaledale. He
would arrange all the accommodation,
entertainment and places of interest
to visit. On the home front, his
organisational skills extended recently
to being Hon Secretary of Westhumble
Talks for four years, finding a wide range
of interesting subjects and speakers.

He was a very generous man with
his time. Stephen’s wife, Joyce, says
'he would do anything for anybody',
a sentiment with which many of his
friends and neighbours would agree.
He was often taking them on hospital
visits or other missions. Over time, he
was also involved in several charities:
Chairman of the National Council for
One-Parent Families, Chairman of
Mediation in Divorce, Vice Chairman
of St Peter’s NHS Trust in Chertsey and
Chairman of the Governors of Manor
House School, Bookham.
Stephen will be greatly missed by
his wide circle of family and friends.
We send our sincere condolences to
Joyce, Caroline and Elizabeth, and
their four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
Liz Weller

BRAIN
TEASER
Can you translate this
diagram into words?
Say what you see.

THROUGH

THROUGH

Answer on page 26
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terrible situations he had to hear and
pronounce judgement on in the course
of his job.

Following David
Ireland's award of the
British Empire Medal
in last year's Queen's
Birthday Honours, he
and Angela attended the
Royal Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace on
29th May.
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Wedding celebrations 60 years apart

Mickleham & Westhumble Local History Group

W

Mark and Georgie McKellar after their wedding
at St Michael's on 25th May 2019

Community
News

F
W

arewell to Helen and Dave Pollard
who have moved from Burney Road.
elcome to Jonathan and Kay
Rawson-Cain who have moved
into Burney Road (Much to the delight
of Cathy Cain in Pilgrims Way) and look
forward to meeting their neighbours.
any thanks to Tony and Val Butler
for making their field available for
parking when Westhumble Street was
closed for installation of a water main.
ongratulations and best wishes to
• Georgie Kennington and Mark
McKellar who were married in
St Michael’s on 25th May. Georgie is the
younger daughter of David and Tracy
Kennington of Headley Lane.
• Val and Mick Hallet of Chapel Lane
who celebrated their 60 th wedding
anniversary on 27th June.

M
C

Janet Gosling

W

ith sadness we report the death,
on 7 th June, of Janet Gosling,
widow of Tony, long-time residents of
Burney Road. We send our condolences
to Stuart and family.
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Val and Mick Hallett after their wedding at St Martin's Church
Ruislip, on 27th June 1959

Marathon
Success

Kayleigh Brake writes...

I did it! On 28 th April I successfully
completed the 26.2 miles around
London in a time several hours faster
that I expected.
Despite not being as well trained as
I had hoped, due to various illnesses
and injuries leading up to the event, I
thoroughly enjoyed being part of such
a fantastic, well-organized run.
I felt privileged to be running for Great
Ormond Street Hospital and have so far
raised almost £2700. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank everybody
for their generous donations as well as
their support during the lead up to the
event. I would especially like to thank
Jacob Hunter who encouraged me to
get out and train, helped organize my
fundraising events and also effortlessly

trekked across London to meet me at
numerous points along the course,
providing me with much needed
encouragement on the day.
Having done one marathon... I am
certainly in no hurry to run another!

Gift boxes for hospice patients
Nicky Rudolf is collecting small items to fill gift boxes for patients at Princess
Alice Hospice. She would welcome anything you think they might need or
that could bring them some snippets of joy. If you would like to help, please
contact Nicky on nickyrudolf@hotmail.co.uk

Guided Tour of Charlwood 6thJune

e began our visit with lunch at
the Half Moon pub where we
met our guide, Brendon Sewill. The
Sewill family moved to Charlwood
from Reigate in the early 1930s when
Brendon was three years old and he
has lived there ever since. He has
been involved in a number of local
conservation and restoration projects
and for many years was Chairman of the
Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign,
which seeks to protect the environment
around Gatwick and has led successful
campaigns against the building of a
second airport runway.
After lunch we assembled in front of
the War Memorial, commemorating
62 local men who died in WW1 and
19 in WW2. Walking through the
churchyard we were surprised to
hear that the Charlwood stone path
is Grade II listed. St Nicholas’s Church
itself is Grade I listed and dates back
to 1080. An enormous yew tree in the
churchyard is even older; it is believed
to predate the church by at least a
century. A Norman window and arch
survive from the original church. In
the late 13 th century, the Gatwyck
family built a new aisle on the south
side of the church to create more
space and installed an impressive oak
door which is still in use. The medieval
wall paintings, for which the church
is famous, were created at this time.
Their subject matter is not for the fainthearted: one set depicts St Margaret
being swallowed by a dragon and later
decapitated, a second painting shows
three scholars who had been chopped
up for meat before being brought back
to life by St Nicholas and a third shows
three young men confronted by three
skeletal images as a reminder of their
own mortality. In 1480, the Saunders
family built a chantry chapel at the end
of the south aisle, separated from it by
a remarkable carved wood screen. The
church originally had a thatched roof
and Brendon pointed out the outline
of this steeper roof, still visible on the
outside of the tower.
We set off through the village and
learned that Charlwood has 28 medieval
hall houses, more than any other parish
in Surrey. These were originally open

hall houses where the fire was in the
centre of the main room, known as
the hall, and the smoke went up and
out through the roof. In later years
many of these houses had a brick
chimney added, either inside the
existing structure if there was room or
built outside the end wall. Following
the Enclosure Act and the coming of
the railway in the 1840s, many new
houses were built close to what had
been the village commons and the
old medieval houses became hidden
away behind the Victorian ones. The
oldest house in Charlwood is one of
The Cottages, built in 1402 and located
opposite the Half Moon. Previously a
single dwelling, it is now two cottages
and one of several houses in the village
whose age has been determined using
dendrochronology.
Continuing through the village we
inspected the village lock-up, known as
The Cage, where prisoners were kept
before being sent to trial. Although now
used as a storeroom, the bars on the
ceiling which prevented prisoners from
escaping are still intact. As we walked
down Rosemary Lane, where there is
no vehicular access, and passed Tudor
Cottage (built 1450) and Rosemary
Cottage (built 1640) it felt as though we
had left the 21st century behind. At the
end of the lane (and now definitely back
to reality) we spotted the bright blue
metal railings of Charlwood Primary
School, which Ben Tatham told us
shares a bursar with St Michael’s School
in Mickleham. This ‘new’ school was
built in 1913 but almost three centuries
earlier in 1620 the Rector, John Bristow,
had started a school for a few poor boys
Photographs: Judith Long & Ben Tatham

in a small cottage. Brendon told us that
at the start of WW2 his mother, who
had the position of Billeting Officer, was
tasked with sorting out accommodation
for several hundred children who had
been evacuated from London.
We then had a quick look at Mores
with its Horsham stone roof and
further down Swan Lane admired
the picturesque Swan Cottage. Our
final stop was the Providence Chapel,
completely different from anything
else we had seen. This building began
life in Horsham as the guardroom of
barracks erected during the Napoleonic
Wars. In July 1815, a month after the
Battle of Waterloo, the building was
bought by Joseph Flint of Charlwood
and transported there on horsedrawn carts. It was rebuilt for use as a
Nonconformist chapel and had a large
congregation during the 19th century.
However, by the time the last member
of the congregation died in 2013 the
building, which is Grade II* listed,
needed substantial repairs and was put
up for sale. Brendon, together with five
others, formed the Providence Chapel
Charlwood Trust to restore the building
and bought it for £1. They obtained
funding from several organisations but
most of the restoration costs came
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. It
must have been an exciting day for
everyone concerned when the building
reopened in April this year. After a very
welcome cup of tea, all that remained
was to thank Brendon for a thoroughly
enjoyable afternoon and to hope we
can come back to Charlwood for a
second tour. There is certainly much
more to see.
Judith Long

Above: The Cage 18th century.
Left: Swan Cottage, a half-hipped
open hall cottage – chimney built
later – originally thatched.
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Need help with your accounts?

If you run your own business you will appreciate how difficult it
can be to keep up with your accounting paperwork.
However meeting deadlines and understanding the financial
health of your business are crucial to avoiding penalties and
ensuring that the hard work you put in pays off where it matters
– in your pocket
• Tailored accountancy local to Dorking – saving you time
• Fixed fees – saving you money • Free Xero software – simple invoicing

01737 652 852
Call today to arrange a
free no-obligation
esther@a4cgroup.co.uk
consultation
natasha@a4cgroup.co.uk

NEED A CARER?
Highly experienced qualified
carer available
Hours to suit your needs

Cheryl 07810 881 267

We provide the best
possible care for your feet
Book your appointment:
01372 454583
Bookham

Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic

Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA

Painting
Decorating / tiling
Wallpapering
• Fully insured
• Free estimates
• References available

Tel: Martin 07770 441 201

www.bookhamchiropody-podiatry.co.uk

Vivien Cresswell

Made-to-measure Soft Furnishings
Curtains Roman Blinds Cushions
Extensive range
of fabrics

01737 843858

info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk
www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Mike Palmer
Electrical Services
Part P registered electrician

From additional lighting and sockets
to complete rewires
Fully insured

Registered with the NICEIC

07866 930483 mike@mikepalmer.biz

Boxhill Way, Strood Green, Betchworth RH3 7HY

King William IV

COME AND CHEER ON THE KING WILLY!
It is coming up to that time again when we lock horns with ‘The Runners’ in our annual
cricket challenge match. We have been very narrowly defeated in the last two matches.
So the score now stands at 4:1 to them. This year will be different for sure, but we will need all the support we can
muster. So please come along to Box Hill school on Tuesday 16th July at 6.30 pm. It will be a fun afternoon and as usual
I will supply rolls for the teams and supporters, with Greg Ayton providing an honesty bar for refreshments. Last year
was the best so far for support, so hopefully we can build on that.
Our Summer Gin Festival is underway come along and come along and collect your ‘gin passport’ to begin your journey.
 						
See you soon, Eamonn Anne and team

Byttom Hill Mickleham
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01372 372590 www.thekingwilliamiv.com

F

Big Nature Week at Juniper Hall

SC Juniper Hall would like to say a
huge thank you to all those who came
along to our BioBlitz and family nature
day on Saturday 25th May. Around 118
people recorded 198 different species
in our biological records of plant, fungi
and animal on the Juniper Hall site.
This was preceded during the week
with St Michael’s School and Nursery
who joined us to carry out their own
surveys. They then spent Friday in a day
of nature workshops at school.
A biological record is essentially a point
on a map showing you that a certain
species was found at that location on a
certain date. If you see an organism you
know how to identify in your garden,
while out walking, or anywhere, you
can create a biological record. Some
people are active recorders recording
on a weekly or even daily basis, some
just send in casual records when they
are out and about.
Each record includes:
• What was found
• Who found it
• Where it was found
• Date it was found
While the results from our survey are
too small to analyse on a local scale yet,
this does make it so much easier and
better to do so in the future. However,
it has been added to nbnatlas.org,
a source of over 222 million records
across the UK.
Effective nature conservation decisions
depend on the availability of biological
records. A biological record is a point on
a map showing that a species was found
there at a particular time, so these
points can help to monitor species.

If a rare species is recorded in an area,
then that area will (hopefully) receive
some sort of protection to prevent
any disturbance occurring there. The
records of any species can also be
compared to other locations, other
species and times to monitor how
their abundance and distributions are
changing. For example:
• Are they increasing in numbers or
decreasing?
• Are they colonising new areas or
disappearing from others?
Photographs: Juniper Hall

• Perhaps they used to be common
but now they’re not?
It’s important to record common
species too because they might not
be common elsewhere or for much
longer.
By the time of publication, we should
have announced our next open event for
Heritage Open Days. Please see www.
field-studies-council.org/JuniperHall,
to find out more about biological
records: www.fscbiodiversity.uk
Daniel Farnes, Tutor

Above: Using a field guide to
identify species of invertebrates.
Right: Humane traps used in
animal studies.

Do you need a plasterer?
Over 25 years’ experience working on extensions,
renovations, new-build and conversion projects for
builders and domestic customers alike.
Our work is to a high standard & we’re
fast. Give Chris a call for a free,
no obligation quotation.

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PLASTERING
07740 860 560 chrisguyplastering@gmail.com
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A Special Weekend of Celebrations

Penelope Allen
–––––– DESIGN ––––––
INTERIOR

ARCHITECTURAL

BESPOKE

Designer Fabrics & Wallpapers
Blackpop l Andrew Martin l Nobilis
Dedar Milano l Designers Guild and more …
Cushions & Throws by Missoni Home
Scented candles by Astier De Villatte
Available at our studio Monday – Friday 10am – 4pm
01306 888028
www.penelopeallendesign.co.uk
Stoney Croft Farm Reigate Road Betchworth RH3 7EY

Julie Watts
Family Law
AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS
• Divorce • Arrangements for children • Finances
• Court Proceedings

PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE
• Affordable fees • Straight-talking advice
• Practical real support

Contact me for a consultation

07808 572157 juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

Domestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing
all gas and electric domestic appliances
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cookers Microwaves
Dishwashers
Washing machines
Fridges / Freezers
Water coolers
Coffee machines
Tumble dryers

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706
andy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

O

M

ole Valley
owers

Open
Monday to Friday
8 a.m. -5 p.m.
& Saturday
8 a.m - 1 p.m.

All leading makes of lawn mowers
& garden tractors catered for
Reasonable rates
Free estimates & friendly service
Paul White Bookham 01372 458008

Betchworth
Electrical Contractors
07966 239644

• Specialist in fault finding • Complete rewiring
• Additional lights and sockets
• Specialist in pools and hot tubs • Garden lighting and power
• Electrical installation condition reports
• Telephone and computer cabling • Central heating controls
• Smoke alarms to BS5839-6:2013
All work is in compliance with
BS7671:2008 Amd. 3:2015

Dorking Pest Control Services
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps Bee Swarms Hornets Rats Mice
Squirrels Fleas Flies Ants Cockroaches Bed Bugs
Rabbits Moles Foxes and Deer
• Domestic Commercial and Industrial • Contract Work • Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control throughout Surrey
Office: 01306 743001

Ivor: 07710 117491

Chris: 07971 519415

www. dorkingpestcontrol.com
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n Saturday 18th May, Box Hill School
hosted its annual Prize Giving and
Speech Day, one of the most important
dates in our school calendar.
The proceedings commenced with a
speech from Trevor Johnson, Chair of
the Board of Governors, who marked
this special day with an outline of the
history of the school and reference to
the celebration of the 60th Anniversary
year. He also spoke about the future
ambitions of the school such as plans
for the Creative Arts Hub.
Our guest speakers were two former
students: Jeremy Taylor, the school's
first ever Head Boy who attended
BHS from 1959-1962 and Melanie
Thorn, BHS 2005-2012, who had
been Head Girl. They spoke movingly

about their time at the school and the
great preparation for life that it had
provided. The ethos of Box Hill School
remains true to its origins, as relevant
and progressive today as it was when
the school was founded in 1959.
During Speech Day and Prize Giving
over 100 pupils from Year 7 – Year 13
received prizes recognising their overall
effort and achievement in multiple
subjects across the curriculum.
In the evening, the marquee was
transformed into a Diamond Anniversary
ballroom for the biggest ever Parents’
Association Ball! A highlight of the
evening was the amazing performance
of Michael and Nika Foskett (Alumni of
the school and WDC World and British
Open Ballroom Champions) who gave
a show stopping dancing display. Lots
of money was raised for our three
worthy causes and a brilliant time was
had by all. These events were followed
by an alumni picnic on the Sunday,
well attended by former pupils keen to

see the school as it is now. All in all, a
fabulous weekend of celebrations with
participation from across the school’s
community.
Lily McKeown

Garden Shed: Behind the Scenes at Hampton Court

A

group from the Garden Shed
enjoyed a very Interesting visit to
Hampton Court one Saturday in May.
We were taken to an area that the
general public normally never visit by
the palace’s Horticultural Supervisor,
Martin Einchcomb.
Tucked behind the towering architecture
of Hampton Court Building, the
greenhouses were a hive of activity. The
grounds staff were preparing to move
the plants into their new homes for the
summer. These included thousands of
bedding plants propagated over the
winter and vast rows of citrus trees.
Each one planted in a hardwood barrel,
especially made in Europe.
One greenhouse stores unusual ferns
and exotic plants. Most are moved out
for display in the summer around the
gardens. Martin explained that Queen
Mary II (1662 – 1694) had a great
passion for collecting, cultivating, and
displaying Exotick (correct 17th century
spelling) plants from all over the world.
At the time of her death her collection
numbered 2,000 species. The collection
declined during later reigns and died
out during the First World War, as the

war effort and lack of manpower meant
relevant care and attention was not
available.
The re-introduction of tender exotics
was inspired by the restoration of
the Privy Garden in 1995 as exotics
would have been a key element of
this particular layout. Since 1987,
the Gardens and Estate team, have

been building up the collection. It was
fascinating to see these rare plants
thriving at Hampton Court.
We were very impressed by the
dedication and hard work of Martin
and his team and the scale of the
work behind the scenes to produce
the wonderful display for the public to
enjoy in the palace gardens.
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It’s all a balancing act

A
Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected

Building Plans

Expert Repair & Maintenance

For home improvements & extensions
Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE MINT

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.
Call us now on

01737 845980

ChalkHill Systems

For free consultation:
Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402
Email: michael@lloydplanning.london

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

R AInterior
BUTLER
and exterior
painting & decorating
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s I write this our final term of the
year has begun, and it is already
bursting with activities: mark making
in the sand, dress designing, using
recycled goods to make models, and
continuing to use our fine motor skills
chopping fruit and vegetables. I think
we will all need to find some inner
balance when the term ends.
For spring our activities were focused
around growth, and as the children’s
beans are all starting to sprout (with
lots of watering and nurturing at home)
we decided that this year’s end of term
show should be ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.
We are already in the middle of learning
our songs and perfecting our storytelling skills.
We have also begun practising for
our annual sports day, and in keeping

with our summer balance theme the
children are developing their physical
competence skills using flowerpot stilts
and obstacle courses. Balance, postural
control and symmetry all help children
develop the basic skills for any future
physical activity, and helps them to
grow in strength, develop new skills and
gain confidence.
From physical balance, to balance in
our time. Summer term is always one
of reflection. We have watched with
excitement as eighteen new youngsters
settled in and found their way in our
nursery. We have seen them grow
and develop new skills and make new
friends. We have seen their parents
and careers grow in confidence too,
as they find a new way of balancing
morning routines and independent
children. At the end of the term sadly
we say goodbye to those we have had
the privilege of watching grow over
the past couple of years move on to
start their new journey at school. The
balance of familiar tips into a world of
unknown, yet we have the confidence
to trust that the foundations we have
laid at St Michael’s Community Nursery

stand them in good stead for an easy
transition into their new learning
environment.
We will also be saying farewell to
one of our practitioners, Bev. She
will be remembered by many of our
past children and parents as super
fun-loving, very caring and the best
story-reader ever. Bev is following a
long-term dream job and joining the
midwifery team at The Royal Surrey
County Hospital. We are very sad to
lose her but, wish her the very best in
her new job.
And finally, we start to make the
preparations to welcome a new group
of children starting their education
adventure in September. It’s a cycle
that we have become very familiar
with now, and every year we work to
balance the needs of our families, staff
and community to ensure an enriched
experience is had by all.
Whatever your stage, we wish you all
a treasured summer making memories
with your family and friends, and we
look forward to sharing with you our
new terms activities in September.
Hilary Budd

09/01/2014 19:26:26

over 30 years’ experience

Extensions and alterations often require a
Structural Engineer

BUILDING
REPAIRS
UNDERTAKEN

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd

Local references if needed

Book House Vincent Lane
Dorking RH4 3HW

PATIOS DECKING etc NO JOB TOO SMALL

01372 372586 / 07776 256131

01306 879875

SAS Roofing & Building Ltd
Offering a full range of professional and
competitively priced roofing services

We Specialise in: New Roofs Flat Roofs • Tile & Slate Roofs • Re-pointing Chimney Stacks
• All Roof Repairs • Leadwork • Valleys Renewed & Repaired • External Painting
• New UPVC Fascias & Gutters • Moss Removal • All Work Guaranteed

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304727 or 07590246654
info@sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk | www.sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk
Live feed video roof inspections
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Trees and their place in the Surrey Landscape
A fact-filled guided walk led by David Kennington

Saturday 14th September 10.30am – 12.30pm
Cost - £5 per person – Everyone welcome
Booking essential – To avoid disappointment book now.
See our new website for more details www.gardenshed.club
Pauline Davis 07759 646 353 or paulinemdavis@gmail.com
Susie Gowenlock 07768 923 088 or susiegowenlock@gmail.com

25

Mickleham Village Hall Dell Close
Weekdays 9.15 am – 12.15 pm (term time)
WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.

Maximum 26 children per session
• playing naturally • learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 2½ to 5 year-olds
where they can learn through play in an informal friendly atmosphere.

Contact us for more information about admissions

01372 361021 www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Box Hill Bugs

Outdoor Toddler Group
A new friendly group in Mickleham for kids aged 0-5 years
to play along side their Childminder or Registered Nanny

Mickleham Village Hall
Every Tuesday Term time only 9.30 –11.30 a.m.
For more information please contact:
Natalie 07790 318 653 or ask to join our closed
Facebook group for Tuesday Toddles for regular updates.

For more info or to register contact:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/features/box-hill-bugs)
or phone 01306 878554

T

Summer Term Fun

hey say time flies when you are
having fun and we can hardly
believe we are into our family’s final
term at St Michael’s.
Each year, some of the fundraising
efforts of the Friends of St Michael’s
are put towards subsidising school
trips for every year group. As a small
school we don’t enjoy the economies
of scale that others do but we are
determined that all our pupils can
enjoy the benefits of school trips. These
include helping to reinforce what the
children have been learning in the
classroom from a different perspective,
confidence building, personal and social
development, and of course the fun
aspects of an educational visit and a
break from routine.
Our Year 2 pupils had a fantastic day
at Chessington Zoo, learning about
different animal habitats. Year 1 headed
off to Chertsey Toy Museum to discover
toys from the past: how they worked,
what they were made of and how toys
have changed over time. Our youngest
Reception children had a sunny day at

Fishers Farm meeting a range of animals
and finding out how the farm operates.
Thanks to our friends at Juniper Hall,
the children also enjoyed an entire
week of learning more about the world
around us as part of 'Big Nature Week'.
Each class had a day of nature-based
activities and learning at Juniper Hall,
before the team visited us at school for
a full day of nature workshops for the
whole school.
Coming up we have our first ever ‘Great
St Michael’s Bake Off’. The aroma of
delicious cakes and biscuits will be
wafting through the village as our
bakers young and old compete for a
prize. Thanks to our Governors who are
taking on roles as Mary Berry and Paul
Hollywood to judge!
We are delighted to support the village
fête and will be manning several stands
including the BBQ. The children will
be doing some country dancing and
singing – this is always a popular event
for our families. We are also looking
forward to meeting some of the new
families at the event who will be

joining the school in September.
Finally, we are tantalisingly close to
hitting our target for our Sound Clouds
project and hope that with a final push
we may be able to get them installed
this summer. Through a sponsored
scoot and ‘bob-a-job’- type scheme
the children have raised enough to
buy two of their own clouds which is
brilliant. Thank you to everyone who
has supported us in this ambitious
project.
Debbie Turner
Retiring Co-Chair,
The Friends of St Michael’s

BRAIN TEASER answer: THROUGH THICK AND THIN

Gill Wilson writes ...

RUN FOR LIFE
Muddy Run in Guildford Saturday 27th July

Cancer is such a killer disease and affects all of us one way or another. The Bathurst and
Wilson families want to do something to raise money to support research while having some fun. Isabel and I with
our children are joining together to raise as much money as possible by taking part in the Muddy Run in Guildford.
We would really appreciate any donations through our justgiving pages as follows:
Isabel, Georgina and Henry: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/isabels-race-for-life-1811
Gill, Becca and Katie: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/gills-race-for-life-1057

Volunteer with the Brigitte Trust this September
When cancer, or any life-threatening illness, is diagnosed it can be really hard to share the
emotional burden – especially with family. A Brigitte Trust volunteer visits weekly, building
a relationship and the chance to share time together as well as offering practical help like
transport, shopping or the chance to get out of the house for a break – for the person who is
ill as well as for their carer.
A free training course for volunteers is running this September with taster sessions during July
where you are invited to come and meet us. Please call Ingrid on 01306 881816 and visit www.
brigittetrust.org/volunteering. We look forward to hearing from you.
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Our new web address: https://stmichaels275775692.wordpress.com/

Solution to the June crossword

Across: 1 Sports, 5 Stopcock, 9 Parasite, 10 Prints, 11 Dermatitis, 12 Kids, 13 Black eye, 16 Sleazy, 17 Bone up,
19 Ancestry, 21 Jack, 22 Out on a limb, 25 Divide, 26 Spacious, 27 Jettison, 28 Tossed
Down: 2 Phase, 3 Realm, 4 Spittle, 5 Sceptre, 6 Opposes, 7 Chickpeas, 8 Cote d'Azur, 14 Look-alike, 15 Checklist,
18 Process, 19 Artisan, 20 Contact, 23 Lairs, 24 Mauve
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Cryptic
Crossword
Across
1 Butterflies maybe result when 		
computing firm caught in kinky sex (6)
5 Airhead schmuck happening to be
someone known for their hits (8)
9 I cry after turning on heel to find
dream car (8)
10 In fright, start to shiver to the
backside with skinhead’s touch (6)
11 Fancy creeps on fancier pairs going
out to the strain of a fruit sounding
like them (10)
12 Breastwork is what a lord likes for
starters (4)
13 Problems with cramp in orgies as
Oscar leaves for things he said (8)
16 Limited pen, limited pen (6)
17 Model of car perhaps goes back in
to a make of car (6)
19 Very cautious about boy being
cleaner (8)
21 Point-to-point story is about
Nijinsky’s nose (4)
22 Keen sniper out to get those
behind bars (10)
25 Confuses the bar maid (6)
26 Fallon beginning to be charged for
brushing constituent (8)
27 Being down on one knee having
puff or taking in air (8)
28 Prepare base to avoid attention (3,3)

Neil A Mason
Established 1976

ECA

Representing the best in electrical
engineering and building services

All electrical &
plumbing work
undertaken
Inspections and Testing
Extra Points Rewiring etc
Security and Emergency Lighting
Temporary Power and Lighting Hire
Public Address and Sound Systems
Installed or For Hire
Complete Bathroom and
Fitted Kitchen Installation

WESTHUMBLE
Telephone: 01306 889073

Down
2 When being explicit I would briefly
state this (5)
3 Richard has a face for rock (5)
4 Sadly, I am late – rare tree has
gone into disorder (7)
5 Account for money in graves? (7)
6 Shoots sitting targets (7)
7 Endless 8 dance for eccentric (9)
8 Nudist drinks ale, getting drunk
and fat? (9)
14 Free to rip loose and make a
killing (9)

Photographs: Ben Tatham

15 March is silly person’s September
but without starting to set coal
ablaze (5,4)
18 Strangely mislaid a new dog’s nose
and I mislaid a bat and a cat? (7)
19 I have talk about something
with needles (7)
20 Neutral is free from entering
as topless double (7)
23 Somebody who could be
guilty before 11, 12, 21, or 18 (5)
24 Show nothing after staff exit
begins (5)
Andrew Tatham

David Tobitt
Carpets
Fine carpets supplied
and fitted
We have over 45 years’ experience
working in Dorking and
the local area
• A comprehensive range
of carpets available
• We can bring samples
to your home
• Advice given on all
types of carpet work

We take pride in
what we do

01306 885032
Two views of the 1,000-year-old yew tree in Charlwood churchyard.
A few years ago it was set alight by youths smoking in it, thus the
damage seen in the picture on the right.
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07504 098735

www.davidtobittcarpets.co.uk

Martin Burgess
Landscape and Garden Design
Consultation service for
garden planning planting
and maintenance
01737 842289 / 07966 183395

We have been serving the Dorking community since 1782 and are proud to support our local parishes

Our services include:

• Buying and selling your home • Extending your lease • Commercial property
• Inheritance Tax planning • Care fees and Asset protection planning
• Setting up a trust • Wills and Probate
• Divorce Separation and Children

• Lasting Powers of Attorney

• Employment for employer and employee

• Litigation and dispute resolution • Business advice

Please call us on 01306 884432 for a FREE initial consultation to discuss your requirements
www.hartscales.co.uk

6 en-suite rooms from £89 per night including breakfast

OPEN
Monday – Saturday: noon – 11 pm
Sunday: noon – 10.30 pm
BREAKFAST (open to non-residents) SERVED
Monday – Thursday: 7.30 – 9.30 am; Friday & Saturday: 8 – 10 am

LUNCH & DINNER SERVED

Monday – Thursday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 9 pm
Friday & Saturday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 10 pm
Sunday: noon – 6 pm

J S Wilson
Carpentry & Building
Services
Mickleham

Extensions ~ Conversions
Refurbishments ~ Property Maintenance
Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
One call WILL solve it all
Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION

01372 450500

www.johnwadsworth.co.uk sales@johnwadsworth.co.uk
A professional efficient and friendly service

