Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
7th February 2022
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr J Elliott 
Cllr J Clark
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr C Moore 
Cllr J Hunter
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

1 member of the press
Cllr I Hutchinson

	
	14/22
	Apologies for absence Cllr T Christie, Cllr M Forrest., Cllr G Ridley 

	
	15/22
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	16/22
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	17/22
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 7th January 2022 

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED                                                                   

	
	18/22
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda No Matters

	
	19/22
	Grounds Meeting
19/22.01 Grounds Report 31st January 2022
1. Metal Bridge Parking – NCC have responded to requests about the parking along this stretch of road. At the moment, they cannot issue enforcement notices for parking along the westbound side of the road. The clerk will contact the police and ask if parking on the footpath is a matter they can deal with. If that is not the case, then double yellow lines or bollards have been suggested by NCC. However, a consultation would have to take place in the first instance.

There is enough space on the paved area to carve out a place for parking. Members would like to ask NCC if this is feasible.
Proposal – To contact police and ask about parking on footpaths. Reply to NCC and ask about parking area on paved side and pursue lines or bollards if the police cannot sort parking.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                      AGREED                                                                   
2. Burn Field

· There is a plank off the bridge along the permissive path the council are responsible for. The clerk will send a job list to the cemetery staff for a repair. 

· There is erosion along the NCC footpath from the Burn Field which the clerk will report to NCC.

· There is a fence rail broken in the car park that the clerk will send a job to cemetery staff.

· Some of the tree protectors are missing – the clerk will obtain prices for replacements.
3. Orchard Gardens 
The gate to the neighbouring property has now been blocked off and the swing will be removed. This area of land will need extensive work to create an open space area. The stamp duty deferment has been approved by HMRC and the council’s solicitor is waiting for the return of the signed documents from Linden’s solicitor. The clerk has heard from Linden who are chasing this. 

Proposal – To defer any decision on this land for this next financial year and then plan for the year after. Once the transfer is complete, the gate will be locked.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                     SECONDED Cllr C Moore                      AGREED                                                                  
4. Holy Cross Church re-wilding – Cllr Sharp confirmed the church members are not happy about the recent re-wilding and would like the council to write to NCC to request that the grass is cut all around.

Proposal – To write to David Hunt and make the request.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                 AGREED                                                               
5. Proposal to purchase 3 more hanging baskets as requested by The Chamber of Trade.
The clerk will ask where they baskets are to be sited.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                 AGREED
6. Request for help from School with NCC re parking and gritting of paths. The school have asked if the council can help with the request to NCC to have the paths, especially the one to the Leisure Centre car park gritted.

Proposal – To contact Highways to make the request.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                     SECONDED Cllr C Moore                      AGREED                                                                   
7. Request for seat donations from Berry. The Council have been asked if Berry could place 2 memorial seats in the town. The locations are in the Memorial Gardens and at the end of Newholme Ave, on a grassed area at no. 39. The council will clarify with the landowners.

Proposal – To approve including the new chairs as part of the council’s assets.
PROPOSED Cllr C Moore                     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                      AGREED                                                             
8. Other Matters

Comb Hill:

Proposal – To instruct the contractors to begin the wetpour work as the asset transfer is in the final stages. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr C Moore                      AGREED                                                                   
The trees that were blown over in the wind have been made safe but not, as yet, completely removed. Once they have been removed the council will assess the damage. The clerk has been informed that the resident will NOT pay for the damaged fence and that there is no insurance.

Proposal – To consider instructing insurers once damage is assessed.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                      AGREED                                                                 
9.      NCC response to queries
· 20mph at the school and on The Comb Hill.

Options for the school are currently being drawn up and a request has been made for a speed survey on Comb Hill.

· Drainage at Park Road 

The gully has been cleaned out and has sunk slightly. The clerk will respond to say the gully is not in the correct place as it is not situated in the lowest part of the road.

· Fence along Memorial Garden

The fence has now been repaired but there appears to be more damage on the front of it with the recent winds.

Proposal – To thank Paul Jones for his response and include feedback on West Road parking, the gully at Park Road, the gritting of the school paths and a pedestrian crossing for Park Road.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED 

Cllr Elliott is concerned about unsafe trees in the recent storm and asked if a message could be included on the website asking residents to check their own trees. Members agreed the clerk should ask Stephen Rickitt from NALC if it was appropriate.                                                                  

	
	20/22
	Northumberland County Council 

20/22.01 Report from County Councillor
Cllr Hutchinson will enquire about the speed survey and the speed humps on Comb Hill and Park Avenue. 
20/22.02 S101 agreement and Grounds contract to sign for monthly toilet clean – the contract was signed.


	
	21/22
	Police in Haltwhistle
The police report had been received but there were no reportable incidents for January.

	
	22/22
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

21/22.01 A meeting will be held on 17th February at 7pm in The Manor House.
21/22.02 A request has been made for the council to provide a beacon on Hadrian’s Wall where it crosses through the parish. Members asked the clerk to find out more information and to ascertain what other parishes are considering.
Members considered the options for commemoration mugs. There are about 230 children in the school and members would like to purchase mugs for them. They chose the un-personalised china mug at £3.62 - £3.56 (depending on numbers purchased). The clerk will ask other councils in the area if they would also like to purchase mugs together which will being down the costs. Members agreed to apply to the NCC Jubilee fund for £500 to contribute towards the purchase.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED 

	
	23/22
	Storm Arwen

Northumberland County Council will be preparing a report in light of this and the other recent storms. Members agreed to defer this item until the report has been received.

	
	24/22

	Planning Applications
22/00066/FUL - Retrospective change of use from amenity land to garden land, North East of Woodhead Park
Members have No objection.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED

	
	25/22
	Reports on Financial Matters


[image: image1]
The payments of £4582.88 were approved and included PPH and HDJBC for Jan play inspections and work.
PROPOSED Cllr J Clark                    SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                              AGREED

25/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 31st January 2022. – noted.

	
	
	25/22.05 Internal Auditor for 2021-2022
It was agreed to ask Mr J Lill to undertake the audit again.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr J Clark                         AGREED
25/22.05 Annual Risk Assessment Review.

There were some references to storage in the library which need to be updated. Otherwise, assessments were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr J Clark                    SECONDED Cllr C Moore                              AGREED

25/22.06 HSBC Mandate – Signatories are A Sharp, G Ridley and J Hunter. No-one else volunteered to be included and as all payments are now made online, it is not an issue at this stage. 
25/22.07 Grant Application – Tynedale Hospice at Home
It was agreed to pay the same as last year, £250.

PROPOSED Cllr J Clark                    SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                              AGREED

	
	26/22
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee

Request for HTC clerk to cover JBC clerk for maternity leave – dates to be arranged
It was agreed the HTC clerk would undertake the maternity cover under the same conditions as previously undertaken. 3 hours per week at the current rate of pay of the HTC clerk. The clerk will be able to complete this work, in the short term, within the normal contracted 7 hours per week.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                      AGREED
Cllr Elliott asked that the committee look at allotment charges as discrepancies have been reported to him with regard to a couple of plots. Cllr M Ridley will report back.


	
	27/22
	Borderlands Meeting

Cllr Sharp was unable to attend but Cllr Hodgson did attend. There was representation from various bodies and businesses in the town. This meeting the first one to establish the terms of reference and brainstorm some ideas.

	
	28/22
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting – Noted
There was a letter of application from a resident to be c-opted onto the Council. It was too late for this meeting but the resident will be invited to the March meeting for an interview.

	
	29/22
	Other Matters 

The community hub meeting is on 17th February on Zoom at 1pm and members are encouraged to attend.

	
	30/22

	Dates and times of next meetings

Monday 7th March 2022 – monthly council meeting 6.30pm. The hospital community room.
Monday 28th February 2022 – Grounds Meeting 10.00am 

Jubilee Meeting 17th February, 7pm, the Manor House.
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Bank and cash balances as at 31stJanuary 2022

ancial Matters:

£

[Current Account

29130.11]

[ToTAL

29130.11]

Receipts Received
Chamber of Trade

Included above
1850.65 Blachere lights contribution

1850.65

Indl VAT

[Accounts for payment 7th January 2022

£ Included in Balance Above

P Axcell

60.75]HTC share of wages incl VAT

[AGMA

213.60|Toilet cleaning, NCC to reimburse

ico

35.00|Data subscription

HDIBC

195.60|Nov Play Inspe:

504.95]

Not Included in Balance Above

HDIBC

Dog bags, fx signs, fit dispenser, remove freezer
196.50|door at school

HDIBC

195.60| Dec Play Inspections

HDIBC

85.00|Share of grass cutting removal

Mrs S M Saunders

Diary and hospital Room Hire £35, annual
177.58|Microsoft 112.80, stamps

P

18.24|Stihl Saw hire for Westlands

HDIBC

146.7012n Play Inspection

HDIBC

inspection, Westlands play equipment removal
768.40|£375 plus £75 digger hire, bus shelter clean

Monthly Agreed Amounts

2759.91

4347.93

[TOTAL FOR APPROVAL

3852.88]




