LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

5th September 2018
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF), Chair, Diane Lakey (DL) John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance

Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7.01 p.m. 
1. Apologies for Absence – Malcolm Ness (MN) – family funeral in Wales
2. Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 16 below 
a) Village maintenance – Agree Tender process for next three seasons 2019-2021 

b) Definitive Map Modification Order PB Nos 23,25,27
c) NEED Minibus parking on tank-turn

d) Replacement Football nets and posts
3. Declaration of Interests – None
4. Gifts & Hospitality - None
5. Community Police Report - None
6. County Councillors Report - None

7. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of 4th July 2018 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such. Housekeeping Issues 

8. Matters Arising Out Of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:

a) A697 Road Repairs. No further information received although surveyor markings have appeared on the road
b) Sports Court Electricity Bill and Meter. Problems with billing still persist and billing is on hold for a further month. Engineer failed to attend to inspect the meter. Agreed to instigate formal complaints procedure.



              Action: GF/Clerk
c) Website Review.  Clerk has checked issue of link to cllr biographies. The link process is the same as for all links within the website and would require a change in the way links are flagged across the whole website. Agreed to remove item from the next agenda.
d) Access to Dog Walking area from the Rothbury Road. The gate has been padlocked and notices displayed. Some dog walkers concerned that they have no access to water now the allotment taps are locked. Agreed that it is up to the allotment holders if they want to provide water for dogs exercising on the dog walking field.
e) Village Inspection – footpath between Cussins development and Church Street. Developer has not yet been approached. DW asked to follow this up as a priority issue.








      Action: DW
f) Local Transport Plan.  Priorities for 2019/20 agreed at the last meeting have been submitted to NCC.  Agreed to take item off the agenda
g) Northumberland Local Plan. Only two councillors made comments. GF made response on PC’s behalf indicating concern regarding windfarm developments. Agreed to take item off the agenda.
h) Basketball Coaching. Clerk sent letter to Yildirim Bayazit outlining conditions agreed at the last meeting but received no reply. Agreed to take item off the agenda.
9. Meetings to Attend / Attended. 5th Annual Town and Parish Council Conference will take place on Thursday 11th October in the Council Chamber at County Hall 2.00 – 6.00 p.m. No-one was available to attend.
10. Finance

a) Notification of receipts in the months of July/August - None

b) Clerk’s salary, expenses,  PAYE & NI  and  Approval of Other Payments were approved
	23/07/2018
	Kielder Forest Products
	6 cu m Playground chippings
	200100
	288.00

	23/07/2018
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting and maintenance
	200101
	250.00

	23/07/2018
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	Journal
	-100.00

	23/07/2018
	Gavin Christie 
	Supply and lay paving bus shelter
	200102
	460.00

	23/07/2018
	NWG
	Water Bill 01Apr -07May
	200103
	65.28

	28/07/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Waste Bin outside David Carr's
	200104
	164.35

	09/08/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	200105
	351.55

	09/08/2018
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cem/try (Jul)
	Journal
	-56.49

	09/08/2018
	HMRC
	PAYE
	200106
	87.20

	09/08/2018
	Graham Fremlin
	Padlocks and taps allotments
	200107
	158.87

	31/08/2018
	NCC
	Install litter bin
	200108
	84.02

	31/08/2018
	Sonia Beal
	Plants for Village Tubs 
	200109
	32.00

	03/09/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	200111
	285.09

	03/09/2018
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cem/try (Aug)
	Journal
	-50.95

	03/09/2018
	HMRC
	PAYE
	200110
	70.40

	04/09/2018
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting and maintenance (July)
	200112
	190.00

	04/09/2018
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery) July
	Journal
	-40.00

	04/09/2018
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting and maintenance (Aug)
	200113
	127.00

	04/09/2018
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery) Aug
	Journal
	-40.00

	
	
	
	Total
	2326.32


c) Requests for donations. Hospice Care North Northumberland - £50 donation agreed. Proposed GA, seconded DL. Request from Age UK Northumberland was refused on the grounds that they provided no services within the village.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 4th September 2018

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	at 24th August 2018
	Community account
	
	63335.71

	
	Business Saver
	
	6081.18

	
	
	
	
	69416.89

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	200108
	NCC
	84.02
	

	
	200109
	Sonia Beal
	32.00
	

	
	200111
	Garth Rhodes
	285.09
	

	
	200110
	HMRC
	70.40
	

	
	200112
	Gavin Christie
	190.00
	

	
	200113
	Gavin Christie
	127.00
	

	
	
	
	
	788.51

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	                       - PC
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	68628.38

	Balance per cash book 04/09/18
	PC
	
	
	48847.00

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	19781.18

	
	
	
	
	68628.18


* The 0.20p difference between the Bank statement and Cash Book is due to 0.20p error in the bank statement 

    on cheque no. 200076 to HMRC in April 2018 Bank Statement.
It was noted that a further £12,000 had been received from NCC for the half-yearly precept payment which had been received after the accounts had been prepared.
e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/2018 – SBA (external auditors) have reported that we are incorrectly recording the way we are accounting for the JBC precept with respect to the Brinkburn element. It had been agreed with the previous auditors and NALC that because the Brinkburn proportion was paid directly into the Longframlington Bank account (and that as long as separate accounting be prepared for the JBC), this amount should be shown as precepted income on the annual return for Longframlington. SBA are saying that we have prepared our accounts incorrectly (a procedure which has been followed for a number of years) and that we should be accounting proportionally between the two PCs. Clerk is to meet with Stephen Ricketts (NALC) on 12th September to gain his advice before further action. 
11. Village Activities –. Village Flower Show Saturday, 8th September 2018; McMillan Coffee Morning Friday 28th September 2018.
12. Allotments

a) Management 

b) Maintenance - Hinges on gates and clearing of footpaths completed
  -Plots No 1/ 2 JM/GF to co-ordinate clearing of these plots. All invited to contribute. GF to invite members when date set to undertake the work.






           Action: JM/GF/All


        -Allotment Inspection. Not yet completed. 






Action: GF/GA
13. King George V Playing Field

a) Repairs to Tennis court post have been completed
b) Dogs on the Playing Field signage has now been installed. There have been a number of problems with people exercising their dogs on the playing field, particularly people parking on the tank-turn. Members were advised to take a record of the car registration of miscreants.
c) Anti-social Behaviour (sportscourt). There have been a number of complaints including an email from Lynn Roxburgh who had received advice from NCC’s Community Service officer. GF has spoken to some of the young people involved. This and the locking of the sportscourt at 9.00 p.m. had resulted in an improvement in behaviour.
14. Planning 
a) Planning issues since previous meeting

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm. Outline Application for development of approximately 42 dwellings 
	Refused
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/01645/FUL
	Canada Farm Longframlington:  Proposed extension to falcon breeding facility, 
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/01832/FUL
	Planning Application

Lion House 1 Church Street

To replace nine top opening single glazed timber windows 
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/01925/FUL
	Land South East Of Sea View Front Street Change of use from agricultural field to curtilage of residential dwelling
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/01735/FUL
	Rimside House. Proposed new bungalow 
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/02464/FUL
	Clarendon Cottage – single storey extension
	Granted
	Insufficient comments to make comment

	18/02671FUL
	Westroad Garage, Rothbury Road.  Demolition and erection of 10 residential unites
	Registered/AMENDED
	The parish council does not object to the principle of housing on this site and welcomes what appears to be a genuine mix of two, three and four bed properties.

However we have major concerns with the suggested plans for the following reasons:

The houses facing onto Rothbury road should be stone faced as all buildings on this site have historically been and to fit in with the neighbouring listed buildings.

The density of housing is too high and the Townhouse style of housing proposed does not fit in with the existing housing which is mainly bungalows to the rear of the site and semidetached to the east.

The suggested layout also routes most of the traffic through Cairn Park, the Causeway and

Cheviot Lodge which is a narrow estate road that already carries a substantial flow of traffic and pedestrians many of whom are children accessing the school buses.

We would respectfully suggest that the density, design and layout is revised and that a level of

public consultation is taken

Further comments: The Parish council maintains its previous comments

	18/01748/OUT
	Land South Of Fram Park: construction of a new detached dwelling.
	Registered
	No objection

	18/02610/VAR
	5 St Laurence Court – inclusion of orangery
	Granted
	Insufficient councillor responses to make comment

	18/02843/FUL
	Land West of Hawthorns – 24 houses
	Registered
	The Parish Council Object to this application on the following grounds:-

Access & Safety. The site is to the west of the A697 and over 800 metres from the village centre, which is to the east of the A697. All residents and their children from this development would have to cross this dangerous road to access the shops, play areas and doctors’ services. Pedestrians would have to use the narrow footpaths along its length and those driving to the village centre would add to the existing congestion and parking difficulties, making the area even more dangerous that it already is.

The suggested entrance would create yet another access onto the C106 which is a highly dangerous, narrow and congested road with no footpaths. As the main route for all traffic to Alnwick it also has heavy volumes of HGV vehicles and horse transporters using it. The traffic from the site would also exacerbate the existing serious problems with the junction of the A697.

Flooding. The North road is prone to severe flooding at several points. The surface water and drains from the site would further stretch the existing infrastructure that has to cope with all the surface water and sewage from the existing developments emanating from all compass points. These volumes will only increase, as the other 62 houses that already have planning permission in this part of the village are completed. 

The site is outside the village boundary which was previously included in the Local Alnwick plan and now defined in the new Northumberland Plan. This further development would cause substantial harm to both the character of the village and to the local ecology and amenities.  

Over-development of Longframlington.  The number of houses in the village has increased dramatically over the last four to five years of continuous developments receiving planning permission. The village infrastructure/roads and services are all over-stretched. Local businesses are seeing no economic benefit, as most new residents work and shop outside the village. Those that do wish to use the shops, find that the increased volumes of traffic are causing parking problems in the village centre preventing them from shopping locally.

Recent figures show that the Northumberland area has a 12.1 year supply of housing land and that new builds are at 135% of requirements. The housing figures in the new Northumberland plan are already being exceeded by the number of houses either with planning consent or minded to approve before this application was made, clearly proving there is no need for more. The previous NCC Core Strategy was withdrawn as the figures quoted for housing were considered to be excessive, yet Longframlington has already provided much of the originally proposed housing outside the main settlements for the North area. 

There are currently 107 houses either under construction or with planning consent in the village with other plans for more suitable sites already under consideration. There are also 36 existing houses for sale, Some of these are in recent developments where new residents have found that they are isolated from employment, schooling and other facilities and with winter travel often difficult, they regret moving here. There is an abundance of 3/4/5and even 6 bed houses either planned or built in the village whist there is little in the way of 2/3 bed affordable or affordable rented housing being made available. This should now be the only preference for the village.     

This developer has repeatedly struggled to comply with planning conditions and work practices with respect to the current development for which he is responsible. The lack of consideration shown to local residents and road users has generated much ill will.


18/00162/OUT Land South of Lightpipe Farm. GF had attended the planning meeting and raised objections to this development which was refused permission. Planning Department had identified a number of concerns including issues of ecology but were recommending approval, as they believed this would mean that the improvements at the A697/ Newton-on-the-Moor junction would be addressed. Argued by NCC member that if the junction was dangerous, improvements should be made regardless of the planning application.

GF reported that the speed camera had recorded an increase of around 12,000 vehicles over the year travelling north through the village with a decrease in numbers of speeders. However, speeding was still a significant problem.
18/02843/FUL
Land West of Hawthorns. Agreed that the PC should submit a similar objection as for 18/00162/OUT, particularly focussing on over-development and changing the character of the village. GF to prepare response and circulate to members.                Action: GF/All 

b) Main issues discussed at a meeting with GF and senior members of the Planning Department:
i) Issue of discharge of water across the road from the development NW of Lightpipe Farm (Pringle). Explained that initially Northumbrian water had agreed for the water to be discharged into the water course and then after planning approval was given rescinded the decision. Developer had no other alternative at the time than to discharge water onto the road.

ii) Healeycote View Traffic calming measures: Planning Department admitted that they had not followed through monitoring this to its completion. Chris Thompson, Highways said that they had been paid to do this work. He agreed to investigate whether they had done what they had been paid to do.
iii) Footpath from North End Farm. Planning insist that they had changed the proposed route of the footpath several months before going to the planning meeting. However this information was not put onto the Planning Website and LPC was not informed. They insist that the North End development would have received approval even if the Pringle development had not.
iv) Land East of Longframlington Gardens. NCC apologise for their omission to read the LPC objections but state they can do nothing about this now that approval has been granted.
v) Situation regarding the A697/Newton junction now that the 18/00162/OUT Land South of Lightpipe Farm has been refused. It is Pringle’s responsibility to widen the footpath at Corner House and on the Embleton hall side, which will result in a narrowing of the road. The situation will be monitored for a year and if it is found that HGVs have to drive over the kerb to manoeuvre then further improvements will have to be made. Highways Safety Audit indicate that the junction is not dangerous. A copy of the Safety Audit is to be sent to the PC. We are now awaiting to hear exactly what improvements are going to be made (including pedestrian crossing arrangements). Members were of one mind that if they were not satisfied with the outcome that a formal complaint would be submitted. It was agreed that the PC approach Glen Sanderson to invite him to Longframlington to discuss the need for a pedestrian crossing in the village.





           Action: GF/Clerk
c) Independent planning developer to advise PC – Agreed to postpone this action and remove from the agenda
16) Action Plan –  July 2018: update on actions (actions not available for July meeting):

i) Allotments - Review and revise allotments regulations and check on issues from allotment holders. Item deferred until next meeting.
ii) Allotment Water Invoices - Collect allotment receipts. Not required as invoices for this period not sent out due to transfer to a water meter arrangement.
iii) Village Christmas tree – Source and order tree for village agreed




                 Action: GF/DW
iv) Review Playground / Sportscourt –Review and Inspect following RoSPA inspection. Item dealt with at July meeting.

v) FramNews Report – completed 
 September 2018

i) FramNews Article required re snow/ice teams, gritting and community responsibility for grit spreading. Agreed this to be included in the LPC report 

ii) FramNews Report – DW volunteered to write report.
Other issues to include: speeding and use of mobiles whilst driving              





                





      Action: DW
Main Issues
16) Any Urgent Business

b) Village maintenance – It was agreed to combine all works (excepting the cemetery) into one tender document process for the next three seasons 2019-2021. Clerk to amend documentation and send to the usual local contractors ASAP.

   Action: Clerk
c) Definitive Map Modification Order PB Nos 23, 25, 27. NCC has confirmed the Order for the upgrade to bridleway of footpath between Villa Lane and entrance to High Weldon and became operative on 20th August 2018

d) NEED Minibus parking on tank-turn.  Verbal request had been made to JM to park a NEED community transport minibus overnight on the tank-turn. Agreed that a request for this should be made in writing.
e) Replacement Football nets and posts. A request has been made from court users to replace the nets and posts which are broken and beyond repair. DL agreed to investigate suitable replacements/costs and report back at the next meeting.

        Action: DL
17) 
Issues for next meeting (not highlighted above): GDPR Audit and related actions

Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 3rd October 2018 at 7.00 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

