Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities® where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or
less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

« does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or
» does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed
£25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able to declare
themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the
external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email or by
post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the
Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:

¢) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor,

d) Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.

e) Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:
Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual Governance

and Accountability Return to the external auditor.
3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2 Accounting

Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage before 1 July 2026

Publication Requirements

Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:
* Certificate of Exemption, page 3
Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26, page 4
Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26, page 5
Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26, page 6
Analysis of variances
Bank reconciliation
Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2025/26 and retumn it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by
the external auditor, The cost to the authority for the review will be E210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under 'Publication Requirements’, there is no requirement for the authority to have a raview,
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The Annual Governance and Accountability Relum constitutes the annual return reflerred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

*for & compiata list of bodias that may be smaller authonties refer 1o schodwe 2 to the Local Audll and Accountabiiiny Act 2074,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26, Sections 1 and 2

= An authority that wishes to declare iiself exempl from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do
so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2028. It should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Retumn to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

* The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each letter.
* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and lthe

Certificate of Exemption. Propar Practices ara found in the Praciitioners’ Guide® which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

» The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

« The Annual Governance Slatemenl (Seclion 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must cerlify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented
lo the authorily for approval. The aulhorily must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

« The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of
July.

* Maka sura that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

 Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statemants on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Pracfitioners’ Guide® which may assist,

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026)

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes waekends and
public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

+ The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public righls and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist -

All sections Have all highlighted boxes been completed?
Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published? &

Internal Audit Report | Have allhighlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided?
Seclion 1 For any slatement o which the response is ‘'na’, is an explanaton available for publication?

Seclion 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounling stalemenls belore
presentation to lhe aulhority for approval?

Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled (o Box 87

Is an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question ba raisad by a local elector and/or an interested party?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made If the authority as a body corporale is a
sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only) F/ﬁ
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‘Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide fo Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempl from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided thal the authority has certified liself as exempl at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificale of Examption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

Dewlish Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority's total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: £8,575

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26:  £6,699

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will slill be required. If an autharity is unable te confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Retum
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limiled assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
« The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
* In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not;
* Issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any enlity connected with it
* made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating 1o the authority or any entity connected with il
* Issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 o the Local Audit and Accountabllity Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
* made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration thal an ilem of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
» The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Cerlificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submilted lo the external auditor
either by email or by post (not bath),

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the aulhorily website/webpage® before 1 July 2026.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date | confirm thal this Certificate of

P A e Exemplion was approved by
&K_r— 19/05/2026 | 115 authority on s date: 2o/etfallo
Signed by Chailr Date as recorded in minule referenca:

h’&m\_ 2 Ing‘F"'r *‘“H 2 a2

Generic amall address of Autharity Telephone number
clerk@dewlishparishcouncil.gov.uk 07855 396073
‘Published web address

www.dewlish.gov.uk

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Dewlish Parish Council

www.dewlishparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2028, this suthority’s intermnal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of nisk, carmed out o selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audil lor 2025/26 has been carried oul in accordance with this authority's needs and planned

- On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table, Set out balow are the objactives of intarnal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
o a standard adequate o meel the needs of this authonty

A.WWW“WWWHMWL

E. This authority compiiad with its inancial regulations, paymonts wore supported Dy neoicos all

experddiung was approvad and VAT was appropriately accoundsd o

G. This authority assessed the significant risks 1o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
ulrrangn‘mntubmrmmhm.

D. Tha precept or ratea requirémen| resullad from an adequals budgalary process: progress against
the budget was regularly monifored, and reserves wem appropnile.

E. Expected income was fully recsived, based on comect prices. proparty recorded and prompily

banked. and VAT was appropriately accounted for

F. Cash paymanis were propery supporied by recoipts. all cash expenditure was approved

and VAT appropriately accounted for. s | ST, S
G. Salaries to employees and allowances 10 members wera paid in acoordance with this authority's
mﬂmm!ﬂ‘:’EunﬂHmmnﬂmnMrm

e A ———

H. Assul and mmmuiﬂmmmghhw mﬂiMWﬂynﬂlnIﬂm
L Penodic bank account reconciliabons wero proparty camed out during iho year.

(2. 4 Ammlhu e — prepared durnng he yea were prepaned on (he cormecl accounting basis
{receipts and paymanis or income and expanditure), agreed o the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit irall from underlying records and where appropriale detlors and creditors were
properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified isell a5 exaemp! from a kmited assurance review in 2024725, i1 mat the
axsmption critena snd correctly deciared itsel! axempl. (If (he authonty had & liimited assurance
reviaw of ifs 2024/25 AGAR flok ol covaned’)

L. The aulhuorily puldished the reqused information on a wabsde/wabpage Up 1o date Al the ime of
thes intermal audit in saccordancs with tha relévant legisialion,

M. In the yaar covared by this AGAR, the authonty cormecily prowded for & penod bor e evercrss of
public nghts as eqguined by the Acooants and Audil Regulations (disng the 202528 AGAR penaod
wazre pulilic pghts w relabon 1o the 2024-26 AGAR swdpnced &y @ nolice on e wabside and'o
sulfionly oo rrrmu!t:ﬂ.ﬂflﬁﬁwrrg M chariers sod

M. The authonly has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
{yoe AGAR Page 1 Gurdanca Notes) - _—

0. The authonty has comphed with laws, requiations & proper praciices relating lo digital and v/
data compliance.

P. (For local councils only) m
Trusi MIWWJ-TMMIMMWI‘IM.

For anvy otfwr sk arcas identified by this authority adequale conirols exmiled (lisl any other risk areas on ssparate sheeta 4
neadad). Date{s) intarnal audit undartaken Mame of parson who camed out the memeal awdit

blslowe 2215100 PAULA HAZLING [MAAT JAATDA/PIALC)
e e @mﬂ- Date 241812024,

I [P FESPONEH M T s SEbe 1 mpBcalions and aohon being aken o addess any weaknmss m comra iderifoed {acd sepemate wheuts 0 rweded).

“Heda: H tha rasponss is nol covered plesse stais whon e mos! recend Filernel Budd work was dong i e area and when i s nexl plinhed; of,
i coverage 5 nod regquinad, e annoal nsermal UG repon st expliin Wity nol (edd separate dheets (1 nescded)

NN IS S SORNYSTSES IS S

-
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Dewlish Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of Internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, lo (he best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that;

1. Wa have pul in placa arrangemaents for effective financial prepared fis eccounting stolements in pocondoncs
mansgameant during the year, and for the praparstion of iwith the Aceounts and Audit Regiilations
the accounting siatemants

2. Wa mainlained an adequats sysiom of inlormal conirol I made proper arangements and sccepied responsibilily
including measures designed lo prevent and delect fraud V/ for sefeguarding the puble manay and rmsouces in
and corruption and roviowad its ofectivenass. itz chayge.

3, We have assurad ourselves thal there are no matbers has orly dore whal if has e lsgal power to do and has
of actual or potantial non-compliance with laws, compiied with Proper Practices i doing so

regulations and Proper Practices thal could have a
significant financial affect on the abilily of this V/
Autharily 1o conduct s businnss o managne Ha
finances
4, Wa provided proper apportunily dunng (ha yaar fod
iha axercae of alaclors’ nghls in accardance wilh tha
requiramants of tha Accounis and Audit Regulations. b‘f
5. We camiad out an assessmant of the risks facing this considered and docurnaited the lnancial amd obher risks it
authorty and look approgpriale sieps (o manags (hosa !// facas and deall with them propany,

durtng tha year gave all porsong inloresled tho apporunily (o
inapac! and sk guesiions abowl UNs authonty's Bccoiinta

risks, including tha introduction of intemal conlrols andior
axiermal insurance covar whar requdned

B. Wa mainfained throoghmd the yane an adegqusia and
offective systam of intemal audit of the accounting

arranged for b compelen person, ingependeant of the nancia
controls and procedures, (o ghve an objechve view an whether

reconds and control systems, iniermal comfrofs meel the neods of (his smalfer authomy.

T. We (ook appropeiate aclion on all matiers raised I responded 10 matters browdght [0 015 atteniion by infemal and
in reparts rom ntamal and sclamal sudit axtermal sl

8. Wa considared whathar any IHigaton, iabilities or dvacioand mvanything it shaukt have abnid #% businoss actiity
cormmilrmonts, events of fransactions, occurmng eibhier dunng the year mcluding events taking piece affer the year
during or aftor the year-end, have g finsncial impact on '/'/ end I redavint,
this autharity and, whare appropriate, have included them
In the Accounting statements.

9. (For local counclls only) Truet funds including hus met all of s responsibiies where 83 8 boay
charitable. In our capaoity as tha sole managing trualesa corpovate if i@ @ sole managing (rushee of a loce/ frusf
we discharged our sccouriability responsibilitios for the o frusis
fund(s Vassats, Including financial mporting and, i V,/
required, independen examination or audd.

10. Wa have put in place amangemants for the effactive IT J has made sultatde arangermants for its | T and dale
and dala manAgamaent i accondance with proper ,./ managemanl and has complied with propor praclices in
prachicos dunng o yoar undern reviee, doing 50,

"Far any snmen 0 which Ine responss o 7o', 39 Sxpianabian Mt b
pubbished
. Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeling where
This Annual Govermnance Statemeant was approved al a approval was given:

meating of the authonty on:
26/ [ 20200 crar e Y.

and recorded as minute reference:

2 SED Clerk &= = B i

The authority website is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published.

www.dewlish.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Dewlish Parish Council

FrEst e C) LT |_.I'|'I- _|'_| 117

1. Balances brought lotal balances and resarves al the beginning of the year
lorward 20,355 19.798| as recarded in the financial records. Value must agree

fo Box T of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precep! (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levias 6,125 5,3[]{}1 received or receivable in the year. Exciude any grants

received

3. (+) Total other receipts Tolal income or recalpls as recorded in the cashbook less

219 2.275| the procept or ratosfevies rocoived (line 2). Include any
i e granis recenved.
4. (-} Staff cosls Tolal expandifure or paymants made o and an bahalf
2 584 2 276 of all amployaes. Inciuda gross salares and wages,
' ’ employers NI coninbutions, employers pension
contrnbutions. gratuities and severance paymaenis.

5, (-) Loan inlerest/capital Total axpanditure or paymeants of capital and interest
repaymenis 0 0| made during the year on the authorlly’s borrowings (if any).

6. {-)All other payments Total expenditure or paymeinls as recorded in the cash-

4,317 4,031| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interesticapital
repaymeants (line 5). S

7. (=) Balances carred Total balancos and resorvos af the end of the year,
farward 19,798 21,674| must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). ks

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposil bank accounts, cash
short term investmenis 19,798 21,674| hoidings and short term investments hold as af 31 March —

- To agree with bank reconcillation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the suthority owns - it is made
long term Investments 62,815 B62,817| up of all s fixed assets and long term investmants as af
and assets 31 March

10. Tolal borowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all lnans

0 01 from third parties (including PWLB).

FH'I | 1}:'..1| I:t_||||||_!i|:-. '[_]r||'.r

11. Do the figures in the accounling
slalaments above exclude any Trust
iransactions

For guidance refer to the Prachitioners’ Guide seclions 2.31 1o 2.33

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statamants in this Annual Govermnancea and
Accountability Relurn have been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expendilure basis
following the guidance In Governance and Accountabiliity for
Smaller Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper
Practicas and presant fairy the financial position of this
authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

D e o .

19/05/2026
Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approvad by thia sauthordty on this dats:

26/65 [292k
as recordad in minute retférence:
2o ohl

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Stalements ware approved

KTROSEL
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