WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Wednesday 8th May 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


Annual Parish Meeting

1
Welcome and Announcements
The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:15pm.  There were 4 members of the public present. 

2
Present and/or Apologies
Parish Councillors in attendance were Cllrs A Allen, R Thornhill, T Hunter, S Power, J Dodd, S Taylor, R Butler and W Allen. Apologies were received from Cllr Dakin.

3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 2nd May 2018 – to accept the Minutes
The Clerk reminded Councillors that the draft version of the minutes was provisionally signed off in June of 2018. The Clerk gave a précis of the Minutes.  Cllr Hunter proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. The Minutes were duly signed. 

4
Matters arising from the Minutes

No matters were raised. 

5
The Report from the Chairman of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council.
The Chairman gave her report rounding up the year’s events. (Attached)

6
Public Questions in respect of above report.
No questions were put forward.  

7
An opportunity for Members of the Parish to raise any matters for discussion

A resident reported that the Pond renovation group clay pond liner installed has failed.  The Group would like a £250 contribution towards a liner.
A questions was asked about an application Cllr Dodd wanted to make last year for £5000 for landscaping for the outside of the pub.  It did not qualify for NF spend due to not meeting the criteria set by Shropshire Council. A project must support, enable or ameliorate new development.  The Clerk was asked to request a set of criteria from Shropshire Council for Neighbourhood Fund money spend.  Councillors confirmed that they have five years to spend the NF money after which it could be clawed back by Shropshire Council.  Speed cameras were raised as a subject for discussion.  Councillors requested that residents put forward community projects which would be suitable for Neighourbood Fund money spend. 
There being no further matters raised for discussion the Chair declared the Meeting Closed at 7:37pm. 
Annual Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council 8th May 2019
The meeting was opened at 7:38pm
49/19

Election of the Chairman 
Cllr A Allen was proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. 
50/19

Election of the Vice Chairman
Cllr A Allen proposed Cllr S Power, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. 
51/19

Election of other Officers & Representatives:

Councillors were nominated/volunteered to represent the Parish Council on outside committees:

a) Representative on Local Joint Committee: Cllr  W Allen 
b) Emergency Planning Committee:  Cllr S Power
c) NSAC/SALC Representative:  Cllr W Allen Cllr S Power
d) Representative(s) for Charities: 
Higginson C of E School Charity: Mr M Parker (representing the Parish Council as a nominated representative)
Jane Higginson Charity: Mr M Parker
Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity: Mr M Parker
Mr Parker reported that the Schools had applied for Academy status.  Long and expensive process.  Main priorty staus – Infant School Station Road, Junior School Queens Road. 
Elizabeth Langford Almhouses: Cllr R Butler
e) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee: Cllr J Dodd Cllr T Hunter
f) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall:  Cllr R Butler
g) Appointment of GDPR Compliance Officer/GDPR Controller – Clerk/Parish Council
h) HGL – Cllr S Power

52/19
Welcome (to include Present, Apologies &/or Absent) & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  Apologies received from Cllr Dakin.  No matters were raised. 
53/19
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – no matters were raised. 

54/19
Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate) – none required.
55/19
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr S Taylor, seconded by Cllr J Dodd – all agreed. Duly signed.
56/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda - No matters were raised. 
57/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s – not available
b)
Parish Councillors’ reports to include – no reports given. Cllr A Allen to attend Place Plan meeting tomorrow.  

58/19
Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  
-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports – Checklist given to Tisltock playground representative for regular inspections.  Signs needed for both playgrounds.  Clerk to organise. All agreed. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
Annual maintenance  contract recived. To take forward to June’s meeting. To check the cost of the previous annual contract. 
Clerk to investigate whether the new lighting in Tisltock can be paid for out of Neighbourhood Fund money and if they are included in the Eon annual maintenance contract.
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention
Flood on A525 end of Church Lane – report it again.  Councillors reported that this needs fixing not just cleaning out.  Grid by Moss View on Ash Road – blocked and floods.  
-
To receive update of works previously requested:
Horse signage quote has been received for c£80. Cllr power raised the matter of a car speeding on Ash Lane which had a near miss with horses recently.  
c)
Road Closures: Please see the website for information

60/19
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email – Cll R Butler reported that the Butterfly Trust has decided to alter the access to the Heath for easier/safer access.  

61/19
Housekeeping

a)
Website – To propose/agree items for inclusion 
Church in a pub event to be included.
b)
Courses/Meetings – Clerk to advise Members – training to be circulated by email
c)
 Review and to adopt the following policies and protocols: 

· Risk Assessment; 

· Model Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 

· Financial Regulations; 
· Standing Orders

· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Security Breach Protocol; 
The above listed policies and protocols were proposed for acceptance/adoption by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed.
The Clerk to investigate a zero tolerance of abuse policy.  To take this item forward. 
e)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue; 
It was confirmed that all Meetings would take place in Ash parish rooms on first Monday of each month (except in the case of Bank Holidays when the Meeting will be convened at the earliest possible convenience) except for August, when the Council does not meet. 
f)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC; 
Cllr A Allen proposed maintaining the affiliation and membership, Cllr S Power, all agreed. 
g)
Vacancies (Tilstock Ward)
New posters to be put up in Tilstock to advertise the vacancies.

62/19
Planning: 
a)
Applications:
19/01642/FUL  (validated: 10/04/2019)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development South Of Ash Hall, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Tapering of footpath from 2m to 1m in front of Plot 1 (previously approved as 2m wide under applications 14/03484/OUT and 18/01586/REM)
Councillors considered the application.  They discussed the possibility of requesting a tpo on the tree.  It was agreed that the Coucnillors would like to keep the trees – happy to have the reduction to 1m on the condition that the trees are kept.  1m should be sufficient for disabled access.  If a tree is killed in the process it should be replaced as condition – Clerk to inform Shropshire Council, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr S Power.  All agreed. 
19/01649/FUL  (validated: 11/04/2019)
Address:  Church Farm , Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Change of use of land from agricultural use to equestrian use, the formation of a 40m x 20m manege and the change of use of indicated agricultural buildings all in connection with race horse training.
No objections were raised.  Would like horse rider warning signage erected in church lane at the applicant’s cost. Clerk to inform Shropshire Council. 
19/01650/FUL  (validated: 11/04/2019)
Address:  Land To The North Of Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Change of use of land from agricultural use to equestrian use including the installation of gallops all in connection with race horse training
No objections.  
19/01550/VAR  (validated: 04/04/2019)
Address:  Rosegarth, 30 Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DT
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 18/01557/FUL dated 30 May 2018
Cllr Dodd gave an overview of the original permission and the variations now requested.  Two Councillors have inspected the site.  Amendments required to cater for a well.  No visual impact on neighbouring properties.  Cllr Dodd proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr A Allen all agreed.
63/19 
Planning cont
19/01563/FUL  (validated: 05/04/2019)
Address:  Dairy House , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2AD
Proposal:  Erection of single storey dining room extension and conservatory to side elevation and conservatory to front elevation
Councillors discussed the plans.  No visual impact from the road.  Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Dodd, supported – all agreed with 1 abstention.
19/01504/VAR  (validated: 04/04/2019)
Address:  Morton Lodge , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AF
Proposal:  Variation of condition number 6 (permitted development rights) attached to planning permission reference 12/04818/FUL dated 08/07/2013 to allow loft conversion to create first floor accommodation: 
Affordable home extending into the roof.  Family circumstances cited as a need to extend the property.  Councillors considered the application and the restrictions imposed by the affordable home scheme.  The Clerk highlighted that permission for the property would have been conditioned as an affordable ie and for this reason would probably not have received planning permission in this location otherwise. Now looking to increase the size due to family circumstance.  Increasing the size of the property will remove the property from the affordable home scheme specifications.  Councillors voted as follows: Supporting 4, leaving to officers decision x 3; Support proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Hunter. 
19/01417/FUL  (validated: 27/03/2019)
Address:  Spring House, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NJ
Proposal:  Erection of general purpose agricultural building and access track
Councillors discussed the application.  Conditioned for agricultural use only.  Councillors agreed to support with agricultural condition.  Proposed Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr R Butler, all agreed. 
Reconsultation: 18/04349/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Conversion of vacant care home into five residential apartments LOCATION: Former Nursing Home, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4D
No objections were raised.
Reconsultation: 18/04350/LBC DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Conversion of vacant care home into five residential apartments affecting a Grade II Listed Building LOCATION: Former Nursing Home, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4DL.
No objections were raised.
b)
Decisions:  
19/00312/FUL  (validated: 28/01/2019)
Address:  Storage Yard Adjacent The Firs , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a portal framed storage building (modification to previously approved planning permission 17/02222/FUL)   Decision:  Grant Permission

18/05797/FUL  (validated: 18/12/2018)
Address:  1 Council Houses , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4AD
Proposal:  Erection of extensions and alterations   Decision:  Grant Permission

18/05875/FUL  (validated: 07/01/2019)
Address:  Hanger 3 , The Grain Stores, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Continued use of the site for Auctions (8 Per Year) for a further two years
Decision:  Grant Permission

c)
Withdrawn:

19/01505/FUL  (validated: )
Address:  Church Farm , Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Change of use of land from agricultural use to equestrian use and the installation of a 40m x 20m manège, the formation of gallops and the change of use of some agricultural buildings all in connection with race horse training operation.
Decision:  Withdrawn


64/19
Finance

i) Balances for information and invoices for payment (inc those received post agenda publication)
SALC affiliation; Scottish power, HMRC £10.58 salary plus £42.30 adjustment for standing order difference,  proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 
ii) Presentation of Internal Auditor’s Report and Approval of Year End Accounts (if available*)
The Clerk reported that the Internal audit is not yet complete so this will be taken forward to June. 
iii) Determination of qualifying application for exemption for the external audit
Will not qualify for exemption from the external audit process.
iv) Insurance renewal – quotes for consideration and decision: Two quotes were considered. The Clerk was asked to contact Zurich to add in additional playground equipment, noticeboards and check defibrillators were included in the policy.  Councillors to consider the quote again upon receipt of the information. 
v) Annual grants: T&B Village Hall; Ash Parish Rooms; Churches;  Whitchurch Walkers; £5  North Salop Wheelers £500 ; Village Halls £500; both Churches £500 for cemetery maintenance, proposed by Cllr A Allen , seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.
Village pond application: Councillors agreed that a proper form needs to be submitted.  £250 has been requested verbally from the Parish Council.  It was noted that the costs for the liner is considerably reduced from the previous request.  Liner has 20 year guarantee.  Cllr Dodd proposed supporting on the condition that the correct form be completed and submitted, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all in favour with one exception.  Agreed.
vi) Clerk’s salary standing order form – for approval and amendment: signed 
vii) Consideration of NF monies future allocation and spend: Items for consideration:
Projects to be brought forward. Place plan meeting tomorrow night which Cllr A Allen will attend. 
viii) Eon: Street lighting maintenance contract for 2019-20 – 2 new additional lights now included
ix) Pensions Regulator: Confirmation of completion of declaration of compliance by the Clerk
Grounds maintenance contractor signage: To enable Councillors to consider purchasing safety signage for contractors: The Clerk was asked to check the current signage wording: if not considered suitable it was proposed that the Council would purchase extra, proposed by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Include In future contract that adequate signage used. 
To consider purchasing new signage for Tilstock playground: discussed and agreed under previous item.
x) To receive annual accounts from Tilstock Village Hall – acknowledged.
NB* Items ii and iii to be taken forward to June’s meeting if internal audit incomplete at time of Meeting

Councillors discussed money received previously from the Transparency Code – Councillors discussed purchasing a dedicated laptop, screen and projector -  Clerk to present quotes for the next meeting.
Councillors discussed installing broadband into the hall – Clerk to look into. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Power of expenditure

	30/04/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/04/19
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£144.77
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3

Highways Act 1980 s301

	02/04/19
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£576.47
	LGA 1972 s143

	08/05/19
	T&B Village Hall
	 Grant
	£500
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	08/05/19
	Ash Paris Rooms
	Grant
	£500
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	08/05/19
	Christchurch Ash
	Grant
	£500
	LGA 1972 s215

	08/05/19
	Christchurch Tilstock
	Grant
	£500
	LGA 1972 s215

	08/05/19
	North Salop Wheelers
	Grant 
	£500
	LGA 1972 s137

	08/05/19
	Whitchurch Walkers
	Membership
	£5
	LGA 1972 s137

	08/05/19
	Ash Pond Committee
	Donation
	£250
	Public Health Act 1936 s260(1)

	Date of Payment
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	

	25/04/19
	Shropshire Council
	Precept & Neighbourhood Fund
	£28,153.50
(£21,643.00+

£6,510.53)
	LG Finance Act 1992 s41


65/19
Items for inclusion in the next Agenda 

Date of next Meeting 3rd June 2019 Ash Parish Rooms
Cllr Power gave apologies for the next meeting. 
Gleeson Homes: Councillors discussed the need to discuss their reaction to the presentation at the last meeting.  It was noted that the proposed development plot is outside the local plan development area. To discuss in June.  
There being no further business for discussion the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9:12pm.
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