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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on 5th March 2026 at 7:00pm Monkton Village Hall

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Andy Kershaw [AK], Jason Button [JB], Steve Were [SW]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllr Abi Smith, Community Warden Gary Groombridge, David Mills – Manager MFC plus 10 members of the public.		
	
60/25-26	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from PC Owen Crush.
	
61/25-26            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		No interests declared.
	
62/25-26	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
- Concerns regarding inconsiderate parking were raised. A resident confirmed an incident had been reported to the District Councillor for action, as advised at the last meeting.
Parking notices were discussed. The Clerk would make enquiries.				Action SA

63/25-26	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 29th January 2026 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr Brown and Seconded by Cllr Kershaw and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
 		
64/25-26	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown advised there were no additional items to be reported that were not covered by the agenda. The closed session at the end of the main business would be to address CCTV matters that were unable to be discussed in a public forum.

65/25-26	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a) County Councillor – Cllr Luke Evans was not in attendance and no report submitted.

b) District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith reported as follows:
Simpler Recycling 
Thanet’s recycling rate currently sits at 35% – well below the national average. To  ensure district-wide consistency, 27,000 households will transition to alternate weekly refuse and recycling collections. Full information, FAQs and a handy look-up tool are on the TDC website, where people can check whether their collections will change. 

Community Planning Alliance National Day of Action, 18th April
Westgate & Garlinge Action Group (against housing development on Farmland) is organising a special event in Thanet in conjunction with the CPA event, to raise awareness of the loss of precious farmland for housing development. They are  seeking volunteers, which may be of interest to St Nicholas residents. 
WGAG: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2561972944099243
CPA: https://communityplanningalliance.org

Visited drop-in for new water reservoir near Broad Oak
The catchment area barely touches the Villages, and will have very peripheral benefits to offer us, but it might be a nice place to visit in due course…

TDC 2026-27 Budget adopted
Thanet District Council officially adopted a balanced £30.357 million budget for  2026/27, requiring a council tax increase of just under 3% (£8.10 for a Band D property). KCC also announced a council tax increase of 3.99%. 
The TDC budget aims to protect frontline services and invest in community infrastructure. Key focus areas include a £21 million investment for temporary housing, along with funding for street cleaning & public space improvements. 

Dreamland’s Grade II* listed Scenic Railway. 
TDC’s Director of Place Bob Porter sent the following email in response to the news that Dreamland intends to ‘retire’ the ride rather than maintain it as operational: The ride was closed at the time of an ‘incident’ last year and has not operated since. Following an investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), the HSE has advised Dreamland that to operate the ride they would need to implement a daily inspection routine, which Dreamland says would take up to five hours each day, so that Dreamland believes they are no longer able to operate the ride. 
TDC Leader Rick Everitt commented: “As the scenic railway is a listed structure, Dreamland is required to maintain the structure in good condition, but not necessarily to operate it as a ride... Any applications would need to clearly set out the detailed case for why it is not viable to operate the ride and set out the case for change.“
TDC has no direct planning enforcement role in the operation of the Scenic Railway, but arguably it has a clear responsibility under national planning policy.

27th February “school wars” fight averted
TDC received a warning from Kent Police about a message originating in the US, that was circulated on social media. The message (and matching digital called for ‘fights’ between local schools. Kent Police were proactive in response, and no injuries were reported. 

Manston Airspace Change Consultation
RSP is carrying out its Stage 3 airspace change consultation from 16th March to  22nd June. The consultation will provide details of proposed changes to flight paths and airspace structure. Aspects of the consultation include an online portal to view consultation materials and proposals, and a series of in-person and online engagement events. You can give feedback via the online portal, at forthcoming consultation events or by writing to FREEPOST 1616, and the website is at https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/.

Leafing Bin Scheme shortlisted
I’m delighted to announce that our Leafing Bin Scheme has been officially shortlisted for the Awards for Excellence in Recycling & Waste Management 2026.

Great British Spring Clean 2026
TDC’s Beach and Coast team is organising a beach clean for staff and councillors  on 26 March. Volunteers will begin the litter pick at Margate and work along the coastline toward Westgate-on-Sea.

Cllr Peter Evans was not in attendance and no report submitted.

c)  Parish Councillors – 
Cllr Ransom advised the Thanet Rural Regeneration Group was in the process of being disbanded.

d)  Kent Police – PC Owen Crush submitted the report appended to the minutes.

e) KCC Community Warden –Gary Groombridge reported as follows:
- Continue to do Visual Presence around the Villages.
- I reported in an abandoned caravan full of rubbish and old car tyres, that was left in a layby off the A299 leading up to the Minster Mount Pleasant roundabout. This has an abandoned vehicle notice now attached to it. Still waiting for it to be removed.
- I continue to attend and support the wellbeing group, held at Monkton Village Hall.
- I arranged with Monkton Primary School to put together two Child Exploitation and Online protection (CEOP) presentations to the children of the school. We Then held a third presentation and a CEOP video to the parents who wanted to gain more understanding of the subject.
- Check for fly tipping around some of the Roads around the villages that can’t be accessed on foot (Using my van)
- Continue to pop in and see one of the residents in Monkton, to make sure she is ok. She knows that she has my support, along with other residents in the area.
- The Community Warden Team is involved in the Safety in Action Week at Dreamland in Margate, for primary school age children from the schools in the Thanet Area. I have put the information together for the team to use. This included a five-question quiz on Community safety, Phonetic alphabet charts so the children can spell their names through some walkie talkies. We also had stickers to give out at the end.
- There were concerns for a resident in Monkton, the neighbours opposite his house hadn’t seen him put his bins out. I went to see if he was at home, he did answer his door. I asked if he was ok. He said he was. He didn’t want any further help.


66/25-26	RECREATION GROUND & PLAY AREA
a) The written safety inspection report had been completed. No additional issues identified. Malcolm Gunton was thanked for repairing the ‘No Dogs Allowed’ sign on the play area.

67/25-26	MONKTON FOOTBALL CLUB
a) The updated User Agreement had been circulated prior to the meeting. It had been considered and agreed by both parties to approve the amendments. 
Proposed: Cllr Were, Seconded: Cllr Ransom
b) The installation of signage to indicate ‘no smoking when football is in progress’, and ‘use bins provided – sock tape is litter’ was discussed. Although the proactive response to these issues was appreciated, the Football Club were advised that the Parish Council should have been consulted prior to installing permanent signs. It was suggested and agreed that it would be beneficial for a meeting between the Football Club and Parish Council to be arranged to discuss any outstanding concerns.	  Action SW
c) The Football Foundation grant agreement application and simultaneous working agreement between the Football Club and Parish Council had been circulated prior to the meeting. Subject to the requested amendments being finalised with regard to frequency of cuts, the agreements would be signed accordingly.								          Action David Mills/GB

68/25-26     	HIGHWAYS
Correspondence had been received raising concern with regard to the speed of traffic through the Village, and safety of children walking to school, particularly near the Foxhunter Caravan Park. Unfortunately, speed reduction measures were unsupported by KCC. It was confirmed that the Clerk had written to the Primary School to advise of free safety material that could be obtained online. The Speedwatch scheme was discussed, however, due to a lack in volunteers, it was no longer an option.
It was suggested and agreed that a polite reminder notice was published on the village social media pages, to remind the local community to be considerate when driving and parking in the village. Action AK/DR/GB
The Clerk would write to the Primary School once more and ask them to remind parents to consider residents when parking at school pick up and drop off times.				Action SA

Cllr Kershaw confirmed he had reported three blocked drains at Willets Hill, and at the main roundabout for attention by KCC.
He had also been approached regarding inconsiderate parking opposite the School, with cars blocking driveways.

69/25-26	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note any new Planning Applications.
FH/TH/26/0103 – 5 Millers Lane, Monkton
		Application considered. No objections noted, defer to TDC Planning Officer.
		
R/TH/25/1261 – Land rear of 96 to 102 Monkton Street (Heyhill)
Reserved matters application. Amended plans submitted. Noted that the original developers withdrawn their submission. Plans include a pedestrian access to the Recreation Ground, however, the Parish Council have not been formally approached for permission for this.

b)  To receive an update on previous applications:
OL/TH/24/1119 - W S Cole And Son, 116 Monkton Street, Monkton	
Planning application expired.

It was reported that no further works had been noted on the Walters Hall Farm site, however, concerns with regard to the proposed road scheme had been raised.

70/25-26	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw. 
		Hugofox - Website hosting fee				£11.99 
	ICO - Renewal Charge	 				£47.00 
	Unity Trust - Service Charge				£6.00 
	NEST DD - Clerk's pension	 
	Landscape Services - Grounds Maintenance		£404.63 
	SNS - Domain Hosting	 				£103.54 
	St Mary Magdalene - Newsletter printing contribution	£221.50 
	S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 
	KCC - Repayment of Unspent Grant	 		£1,378.00 
	Zurich Insurance - Annual premium	 		£770.01 
	KALC - Training	 					£60.00 
	Hugofox - Website domain hosting	 		£11.99 
	S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 
	Unity Trust - Bank charges	 £6.00 
	Receipts:	
MFC - Lease payment		 £208.00 
MFC - Lease payment		 £208.00

	 	b) The banking reconciliations for January & February were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.

c) The purchase of a garden office for the Clerk was considered following the information provided prior to the meeting. It was agreed to purchase a garden office to ensure the Clerk had a suitable workspace, with a view to the Clerk contributing towards the purchase in the future. All paperwork signed accordingly.
RESOLVED: To approve the purchase of an office for the Clerk for a sum of £4625. 
This was proposed by Cllr Brown, Seconded by Cllr Button.

d) The annual grounds maintenance contract was considered. Landscape Services provided the Clerk with the following number of cuts for the previous year – 21 cuts at the Recreation Ground, 17 strims of the Play Area, 13 cuts of the verges and 3 cuts of Willets Hill. The frequency of cuts was challenged by the Football Club, and it was agreed to monitor the maintenance going forward.				  Action SW
It was agreed to renew the contract for a further year at £5418.
This was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Brown.

71/25-26	COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN
Cllr Ransom provided an explanation regarding the proposed Community Resilience Plan. Cllr Ransom would progress initially with a community engagement session to evaluate support for the Plan. It was suggested that an article was included in the newsletter and social media pages to outline the purpose and content of the Plan.									  Action DR

72/25-26	DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
The dates of the next Parish Council meetings for 2026:
7th May, 2nd July, 3rd Sept, 5th Nov, to be held at 7pm Monkton Village Hall

73/25-26	EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
Discussion took place with regard to the Village CCTV. It was agreed for the Clerk to progress with the actions outlined and update Councillors with progress accordingly.				  Action SA
		

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:30pm.























APPENDIX

Report from PC Owen Crush:
Apologies but having reviewed my duties I am not at work for your next scheduled Parish Council meeting and so will sadly not be able to attend. Please see the below report covering 1st Feb to 26th Feb with the usual information on call numbers and types, as well as some good news updates which hopefully residents will find useful to hear about. 

Calls to Kent Police from Thanet Villages:
· There were 125 calls to Kent Police across the Thanet Villages ward. The vast majority of these were road traffic collisions, missing persons and like calls which are daily business. 
· For Monkton there was only four calls listed in Monkton with all being traffic related. I will be continually patrolling this area to maintain its low crime status and look to do some speed check work between Monkton and Minster when possible.

General News:
· I have been in contact with residents regarding a report of youths causing damage with an air rifle in Manston. I have spoken to the officer in charge of the investigation who is in the process of reviewing CCTV to identify offenders.

· A proactive stop search by officers in Minster led to the seizure of a quantity of drugs for which the suspect was administered an out of court resolution. 

· I have been conducting foot patrols and have conducted five stop searches across the Isle. One of these searches led to the arrest of a male for drug driving, possession of an offensive weapon, and drug supply offences. The investigation is ongoing. Separately, I have made five arrests while on the beat across the Isle, both responding to 999 calls and during proactive work. 

· I have been conducting visible patrolling at locations raised by councillors as having issues with nuisance vehicle use. Dozens of cars have been stop checked, and one driver was issued a s.59 warning by me due to his antisocial driving through the villages.

· I have noted a couple of theft of motor vehicles reported across the ward which PC Howe may have mentioned previously. Enquiries are ongoing, but I’d just like to remind residents of the importance of ensuring your car is locked overnight, that keys are kept securely away from the front of the house, and to consider measures such as exterior lighting and CCTV cameras.

· My next police surgery for Thanet Villages is on 06/03/26 outside Monkton Village Hall between 0900 and 1000 hours, and for Cliffsend and Pegwell my colleagues will be in the centre of Ramsgate town on 27/02/26 between 15:00 and 16:00 hours. Please feel free to come to either date regardless of which ward you live in, I hope this offers some flexibility!


                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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