Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on
Wednesday 8 December 2021 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

There was no Public speaking
Present: Councillor Mrs M.E. Haddow – Chair, Councillors Mrs Douglas, Hood, Lewis, Robertson and Taylor and Councillors Aitchison, Elliott, Huggins, and Storey and The Clerk, Daniel Metcalf
There were no apologies for absence from Parish Councillors as we had a full complement of Councillors. Apologies were received from County Councillor Thorne.
The  Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated everyone on a full attendance. She listed all the work that had been going on with regard to play area and the success of Remembrance Sunday with an attendance of over 100 villagers. Members of the Forces also attended as did horses and riders to commemorate the secondment of horses from Shilbottle during World War 1. Storm Arwen had caused damaged to the Welfare Cottage and the bottom bus shelter. The Clerk had informed the insurers but we are awaiting confirmation.
The Chair asked for approval from the Council to allocate from the Chairman’s Fund, £200 to both the School and The Friendly Frogs for Christmas gifts for the children. This was approved unanimously.
·  The Chair made a Declaration of interest on the issue of the Clerk’s Pay rise and she asked if anyone else wished to make a declaration. There were none.
· Minutes of meeting held on 13 October 2021 were proposed and seconded and unanimously approved.
· Matters arising for discussion were all Agenda items.

· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with NCC over cemetery had resulted in the Clerk paying the outstanding Business Rates as approved at the last Council meeting.
· The Chair had written to Glen Sanderson Leader Northumberland County Council and the Clerk read the salient parts of the reply which merely re-iterated the information we already knew. However, Councillor Sanderson did state in his letter that we should receive a reply on the Freedom of Information issue within 20 working days and this had now expired. It was agreed to write to Councillor Sanderson before the next meeting if we had not received the information.
·  The Chair sent emails to Gary Parnaby and Revd Bob Bains thanking them for their input on Remembrance Sunday
· An email had been received from Councillor Thorne congratulating all concerned in the organisation of Remembrance Sunday. He also commented on how gratifying it was to see so many young parents and families.
· Email to Councillor Thorne from the Vice Chair had resulted in the steps to the rear of The Farriers being repaired. Councillor Lewis stated that she would continue to raise the outstanding issues.
· Councillors Mrs Haddow, Lewis and Robertson had received emails from Rev. Helen O Sullivan about the timing of Remembrance Sunday Service. Mrs Haddow had replied stating that the matter would be placed on the Agenda next year at the appropriate time. Councillor Mrs Lewis had also replied.
· Email from Colette Wright concerning a problem with a plot. The Chair had replied and had asked for a site meeting . She would report back.
· Correspondence with County with regard to damaged wall falling into Parish cemetery. Councillors Mrs Haddow, Lewis and Councillor Elliot were meeting with a representative on Friday 10th December.
· There had been no correspondence from the police although we were promised a monthly update. Councillors  Mrs Hood and Aitchison would follow this up.
· Letter from Mark and Caroline Johnson clarifying status of Crysalis and the Council therefore agreed to pay cheque.
· Thank you card to Brenda Taylor for her superb input into poppies and banners for Remembrance Day.

Finance: The following accounts  for October will be presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Shilbottle Miners Welfare	- bins					£100.00
· Shilbottle Sports Club	- Remembrance Sunday				£100.00
· Piper/bugler								£50.00
· Chrysalis CIC – donation for freezer					£200.00
· Great North Air Ambulance						£100.00
· Rowell of Amble – new boiler						£5489.62
· Shilbottle Primary School						£200.00
· Shilbottle Friendly Frogs							£200.00
· Microsoft Licence							£59.99
· Daniel Metcalf – Back payment of wages				£234.00
· J.T. Dove								£1366.09				
· A Clarke – electrician. No in voice had been received as yet.
Chair would speak to Finance Committee for payment before Christmas						


Incomings
2 years back payment for VAT have been received in the sums of 			£2971.76
And for 2019										£2009.42
We are awaiting third year repayment on the December 2021 statement for 2020.



Reports from Committee on:
The Clerk had not had a pay rise for FIVE years and despite being an Agenda item all year, this was the first opportunity to discuss the issue. The Finance Committee had met on Wednesday 2 December 2021 and by a majority decision had approved a pay rise of 1% for 5 years coming to a total of £6 per week. It was also agreed that this amount be back dated for 9 months to the beginning of this Financial Year.
As the Chair had declared an interest, the Vice Chair took over and asked for a vote on
a. The Clerk receiving a pay rise and this was passed unanimously, with Councillor Mrs Haddow not voting 
b. The pay rise being back dated to 4 April 2021. This was passed with a majority of 8 to 1. The Chair having declared an interest took no part in the vote.

· It was agreed to Set the Precept for 2021/2022 at 4% This was unanimously approved.
Planning
Councillor Storey had raised concerns with regard to the proposed holiday accommodation at 3 South View. The Clerk had raised these with County and the Chair had emailed Councillor Thorne. Other Councillors also raised concerns over a garage conversion having an extra storey as a holiday let.
A second application had been received for an extension at 23 Lee Avenue. Councillors had no objections.
Finance Committee  -  All matters had been covered during the meeting.
·  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising  with Alastair Kidd, Councillor.  Feedback from Councillors Storey and Aitchison on new bark and sleepers. The bark had not been spread until sleepers were delivered. These were being delivered to Welfare Cottage on Saturday 11 December. Councillor Storey would liaise with men spreading bark and would hopefully proceed with sleepers on Thursday 16 December.

· Liaison with NCC				Councillor Mrs Lewis reported that she had emailed Councillor Thorne with list of issues raised at November 21st meeting. The work to the rear of the Farriers had been completed, but she would follow up on the outstanding items.

 Chair stated that Councillor Thorne had attended the morning Church Service on Remembrance Sunday and had returned in the afternoon to read at the Civic Service in the afternoon. The Council thanked him for his input.

· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Hood/Aitchison reported that they had not heard from Katy Gerrard. They were asked to get in touch with her over damage to bus shelter. Councillor Mrs Hood stated she had been informed, but had received no reply. She would follow up.
· Councillor Mrs Robertson asked if we knew any more about the Art Katy wished to display. We had received no further information. 
Cemetery	Dates to be set in the New Year with series of meetings to get records online. It was agreed to wait until after Christmas but in the meantime the Committee would do a site visit to the cemetery to look at any issues which have arisen. Councillor Mrs Taylor wished to join the Committee.

· Bus Shelter					Councillors had reported on vandalism	to new bus shelter. Councillor Thorne had been and seen damaged and was seeing if repairs could be done by County.

· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors reported that dog fouling was being monitored.

· Homes for Northumberland                             	Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison reported that there were still empty homes and more younger people were being allocated bungalows. It was agreed to approach Home for Northumberland for some rationale behind this.

· Remembrance Sunday 				Report from The Chair, Mrs Elisabeth Haddow had been given during meeting.

Dressing of Christmas Tree in Memorial Garden -      It was agreed to leave this for the coming year and get sorted early in the next year with ideas from all Councillors.

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey to discuss their meeting and to present their ideas to Council. It was agreed to have further discussions in January and combine this with full information to villagers via a Newsletter. Councillor Mrs Taylor said she wished to join the editorial team of Mrs Haddow, Hood, and Lewis.

Cottage Repairs - 					A new boiler had been fitted and invoice approved. The Chair stated that there were bills for electrician and groundworks for new piping still to come. The apportioning of cost between Parish and Welfare Charity would need to be discussed in full. It was agreed to pay suppliers and then meet with Welfare Committee.

This concluded the Agenda items. The date of the next meeting is 12 January 2022 at 6.30 p.m. in The Haven


Issues raised by Councillors.

1. Broken blade on wind turbine – Mrs Robertson to raise issue verbally . To be followed by formal letter.
2. Tile off Tractor shed 
3. Caravan in Lee Avenue.

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.
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