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Incorporating Liverton Street & Platts Heath 

  



Useful contact names and telephone N
os.

 

BOUGHTON MALHERBE/GRAFTY GREEN 
County Councillor Jenny Whittle 734897 

Borough Councillors 
Martin Round 
Richard Thick 

890276 
891224 

Church Wardens 
Kenneth Alexander 
Joan Davidson 

859549 
850210 

Parish Council Clerk 
Chris King email 
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

850711 

Village Hall bookings 
and other matters 

Carol Hulm email carolhulm@gmail.com 
Mobile 07990 574214 

853583 

KM Correspondent Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Gardening Club Sue Burch 850381 

Church Choir Doreen Hulm 850287 

Dazzle Gail Kelly 850671 

Yoga Sue Burch  850381 

Neighbourhood Watch Sue Burch 850381 

   

Priest in charge 
Rev: Dick Venn  (Sat -Thurs) email:  
vicar@lvb.org.uk 

858195 

Associate Priest 
Mille Hart (N/A Tues, & Sun afternoon) email: 
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk 

297296 

Reader Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Benefice Office 
Sarah Hills email: churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
Answer phone available out of hours 

850604 

Mobile Library Wednesday afternoons - 4.30pm  

St. Edmunds Centre Karen Yardley 858208 

Fresh Fish delivery 
Friday afternoons at approx. 2.20pm  by Post 
Office 

01580 
754300 

Weekend Freighter See article in magazine  

Malherbe Monthly Production Team 

Mike Hitchins 
Mike Hitchins 
John Collins 

Advertising: mfhitchins@btinternet.com 
Editor: mfhitchins@btinternet.com  
Treasurer 

858937 
858937 
850213 

 

 

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the 
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts 

does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit! 
Anything for the May edition should be left in 

Grafty Green Shop, or contact Mike on 
01622 858937 (mfhitchins@btinternet.com) by 20th April 

 
 

Front cover: Now with the clocks put forward Spring seems to be in the air  
 

 



News from St. Nicholas Church 
 

Easter Services at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe 

The Water of Life - Tuesday of Holy Week 31st March at 7.30pm Evening Prayer 
Good Friday 3rd April 2.00-3.00pm an Hour at the Cross 

Easter Day   5th April  9.30 am  Family Communion 

Monday 30th March Evening Prayer at Ulcombe time 7.30pm 
Wednesday 1st April Evening Prayer at Lenham  time 7.30pm 

Maundy Thursday 2nd April Holy Communion at Harrietsham St. John’s 7.30pm 
 

Morning Prayers will be held in St. Nicholas Boughton Malherbe and All Saints 

Ulcombe on Tuesdays at 9.30am. No meeting in Bank Holiday Week at Boughton so 
the only meeting will be on 21st and at Ulcombe on 14th and 28th . 

 
Village Coffee Morning will be held as usual on the second Wednesday (8th April) in 

the Village Hall at 10.30 am – 12.00, when cheese scones and homemade cakes will 
be served with coffee or tea. Donations to our  Zambian Charity. 

 

Crafty Club in the Village Hall on 15th April.  Do come along for a chat and share 
your ideas with one another from 10.00 till 12.00.                       .  

 
Lent Lunches raised £270.60 for Aid Christian this year. Thank you to all who 

supported this very good cause. 

 
The Annual Parish Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd April at 

7.30pm at St. Nicholas Church, Boughton Malherbe. The Vestry Meeting will be held 
at 7.30pm followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, with an additional 

meeting for the Election of Officers. You will be very welcome to attend these 
meetings. 

 

Bible Study at Weirton Villa will recommence on 23rd April at 10.30am when we will 
be finishing our study of Mark’s Gospel. Do come along and join us as we will be very 

pleased to see you. 
 

Men’s Breakfast will be held on 25th April at the Dog and Bear at 8.00am. The cost 

is £8.50 and there will be a speaker. 
 

Our Condolences go out to the families of Philip John Weeks of Hill Farm, Liverton 
Hill and Ronald McCallum Stuart, whose daughter lives at the Black Barn, Liverton 

Street. The funerals of these two parishioners have already taken place. 
 

Our Good Wishes go to Ryan King and Jessica Milton of Liverton Street and to 

Christopher Perry and Jane Scrace who are to be married at St. Nicholas this month. 
 

Joan Davidson 
 



 

 
 

Litter Pick 
 
As previously mentioned in the Malherbe 
Monthly  I propose to organise a LITTER 

PICKING SESSION   This will take place 
on Saturday 10th April 2015  

 

1 Meet on the Green at 10 am  
 

2 If enough people turn up we will 
organise groups and it should not take 

more than 1 hour per group . 

 
3 If you have one  please bring a "high 

 vis jacket " I do have a few. 
Also bring a pair of GLOVES 

 
I do have a supply of black plastic bags as 

well as a few litter pickers (metal grabs) 

Thank you for your help. See you on the 
10 April  

 
Robert Turner  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Boughton Malherbe 
Parish Council 

Contact Details 
 

Robert Turner, Chairman 
 Tel: 01622 850325 

turnerrmb@gmail.com 
 

Ron Galton  
(Emergency Plan) 
 01622 850369 

galton@gotadsl.co.uk 
 

Mike Hitchins 
(Finance) 
 01622 858937 
mfhitchins@btinternet.com 
 

Tony King 
(Neighbourhood Plan) 
 01622 850711 
tony.king@uk.bp.com 
 

Barbara Pearce 
(Joint Parishes Group) 
 01622 850232 
pearce.steel@tiscli.co.uk 
 

In brackets are areas of specific 
interest, although all councillors 
are available for any matters 
relating to Boughton Malherbe. 
 

Christine King, Parish Clerk 
01622 850711 

boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

mailto:turnerrmb@gmail.com
mailto:galton@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:tony.king@uk.bp.com
mailto:pearce.steel@tiscli.co.uk


 
 



Emergency Plan Update 
 
Your copy of this month’s Malherbe Monthly is accompanied by your free copy 
of the Boughton Malherbe Parish / Grafty Green Emergency Plan. Please keep 
it in a safe place should it ever be needed. 
 
The plan is mainly intended to be used in the event of a major disaster such 
as a plane crash into the village where many people might be affected, and 
we have to respond until all the emergency services arrive, after which our 
co-ordinators will assist. The plan might also be used if, for example, we have 
another extended power failure, homes are cut off by snow or a major storm 
strikes. 
 
However, the plan also contains useful information for self help if your home 
is at risk or you are in personal danger. 
 
Please take a few minutes to read the plan, we have kept it as short as 
possible so that you do not give up from boredom. 
 
The plan will not become fully active for about three weeks while the full 
version is being finalised for the emergency services and for the co-
ordinators. The next issue of the Malherbe Monthly will confirm if the Plan is 
active, but in the meantime an emergency should still generate a response 
from any co-ordinator.  
 
It is hoped our plan will never be needed, but if it is, it provides the 
framework for co-ordinated help. 
 
We maintain an emergency system to help the elderly and vulnerable if 
needed. If you know anyone who might benefit, including yourself, please tell 
Ron Galton (01622 850369) and a confidential note will be kept on file in case 
of need. 
 
If you live outside the Parish, but have received a copy of the plan with your 
magazine you are not excluded from assistance in emergency. We will always 
try to help if possible, but if your Parish has its own plan you should use it in 
preference to ours. 
 
Thank You 
The Emergency Plan Committee  
 

 



Grafty Green Gardening Club - 2015 Programme 
 

Date Speaker/Event Topic 

January 6th Malcolm Withnall AGM and Gardening for the over 

70’s  

Saturday 

February 14
th

  

Josephine Sammut, Oak 

Tree House, Bottles Lane, 

Rodmersham 

Sittingbourne ME9 0PR 

Snowdrop visit – times to be 

confirmed. 

March 3
rd

   Mr Denness Orchids as a house plant 

April 7
th

   Caroline Drewett Bats / spring show 

May 5
th

   Outing To be confirmed 

May 9
th

  Village Green Plant Sale 10 am 

June 2 Visit to Nettlestead Place £5 entry 

June 19
th

 , 20
th

 

, 21
st
  

 

Weekend visit to Derbyshire, £260 per person, dinner bed 

and breakfast staying at Mercure Hotel, Burton on Trent 

Swiss Garden at Biggleswade, Calke Castle Gardens, 

Melbourne Gardens, University of Leicester Botanical 

Garden,  

Sunday July 5
th

  Smith’s Hall, Lower Road,West Farleigh £5 entry 

August 4
th

  Social event in a village garden 

September 1
st
  Autumn Show, Bring and Buy 

October 6
th

   George Pearson Traveller’s remarkable images of 

flora from around the globe. 

November 3
rd

   Mrs Rayney Homes for wildlife – practical 

session 

December 1
st
  Outing to the George in Egerton for supper. 

 

Our Spring Show will take place on April 7th in the Village Hall 7.30. Entries 

can be bought along at the earlier time of 6.45p.m.  Caroline Drewett  will give 

a talk about Bats while the judging takes place.     

 

We look forward to seeing you all on the night! 

 

For further information about this event please call Rosemary Smith (01622) 

850526 or Sue Birch (01622) 850381. Members and non-members alike are 

welcome to come along to any event or meeting which are friendly and 

informal.  
 



 
Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club 

 
New Members Always Welcome - Join Us 

 

Every Tuesday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall, 
Gentle exercise, easy to learn, loan bowls available 

Further information - Chris Wheal 01622 858100 

 

 
 

 
Boughton Malherbe Parish Council 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Grafty Green Village Hall on 
Monday 18th May 2015 at 19.30.  

 
The Agenda for this meeting and the minutes for the last meeting (and all previous 

minutes) can be viewed on the Boughton Malherbe Parish Website or by contacting 

the Parish Clerk 

 



VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 

www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk 

 

Just a brief note this month to remind you of the hotly anticipated return of the 

Grafty Green Village Fete! 

 

This was a popular annual event in the village until a few years ago, when it 

lapsed because the effort of organising it was falling on the same few people 

each year. 

 

Recently, several people have approached the Village Hall committee to ask if 

it could be resurrected and, bravely, our Secretary, Carol Hulm, has said she 

will take the lead in organising one for this summer.  The committee have, of 

course, fallen in behind Carol to help achieve this – and already much planning 

has been undertaken and the groundwork has been laid – but the Hall 

committee cannot do it all.  Amongst other things, we will need help on the 

day to set things up, to run stalls, and to clear up afterwards.   

 

The date has been set for 6
th

 June.  Could you offer us a few hours of your 

time to help make this event a real show-stopper?  If so, please contact Carol 

via the Village Hall website (address above) or via email or phone (see Carol's 

contact details on the inside front cover of this magazine).  Perhaps you have 

an idea yourself for an attraction you could run but, if not, we can surely find 

you a role you would enjoy.  Do please offer your support if you can.   

 

Visit our website to see what ideas are already being progressed and put the 

date in your diary now, so you don't miss out on a great day of fun and games 

for all the family. 

 

 

  Richard Pilborough   

Village Hall Committee Chairman 

http://www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk/


 
 



Grafty Green Photo Competition 
 

50p Entry per photo or enter 3 for £1 

 
Taking place on the day of the Fete: 6

th
 June 2015.  For further details about 

the Fete please see separate article in this Magazine. 

There will be recognition for the following:  

 Best Overall Photo: Will be used as the Cover Photo for the Grafty 

Green 2016 Calendar 

 Best Spring Photo 

 Best Summer Photo 

 Best Autumn Photo 

 Best Winter Photo 

 Best Animal Photo 

 Craziest Pub Photo 

Winners of each category will receive a Certificate.  There will be a 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

place for each of the categories, which will then be used for the 12 months of 

the year for the calendar. 

 

Voting 
The photos will be displayed in the village hall throughout the Fete, where we 

hope to have a miniature railway exhibition. 

The exhibition will cost 50p for visitors.  Each visitor will get 3 votes, which 

will be put into a ballot box.  Final judging will be done by John Collins and 

Chris King.  Winners to be announced during the evening at the Kings Head 

pub, where there will be Hog Roast. 

 

Rules 
There are only three rules: 

1. The photos must be taken within the Parish 

2. The photographer must write the date and location of the photo 

3. The photos must have been taken within the last 2 years 

 
 
 
 



Weekly Yoga classes in Grafty Green Village Hall 
and St. Edmunds Centre, Platt’s Heath 

 
Yoga helps to develop suppleness, strength and stamina and to concentrate 
the mind together with aiding relaxation.  Practicing yoga enables all the 
body’s muscles to be worked but avoiding over-training specific muscle 
groups; balance, posture, agility and grace can all be achieved through yoga. 
 
Grafty Green Village Hall 
 
Wednesday evening at 7 till 8.30 starting 8th April for 7 weeks - £42 
Thursday morning at 9.30 till 11 starting 9th April for 6 weeks, missing out 
May 7th - £36 as the hall will be used for the general election. 
 
St.Edmund’s Centre, Platts Heath 
 
Friday morning 9.30 till 10.30 starting 17th April for 6 weeks - £36 
 
If you can’t commit to a regular class please feel free to drop in on any of my 
classes – drop in rate £8 
 
Contact me for more information on 01622 850381.  
 
If my classes don’t fit in with your routine The British Wheel of Yoga web site 
can direct you to a class convenient for you www.bwy.org.uk org 
 

Susan Burch - British Wheel of Yoga Teacher 

 
 

 
 

Occasional Saturday Yoga Practice 
 

April 18th at 10am in Grafty Green Village Hall. 
 

Start the weekend with an energising, rejuvenating yoga session. 
Investment £7 

 
More details contact Sue Burch on 850381 

 

 
 

 

http://www.bwy.org.uk/


 

Two of the Yoga devotees doing their stuff at the recent SPECIAL Saturday 
practice on March 14 for RED NOSE DAY in Grafty Green Village Hall. The 
event raised £120 for Comic Relief 
 
 

Kings Head Grafty Green 
 

Calling all big strong strapping lads or lassies !!!. The Kings Head is entering a 
team of 8 for the Tug of War contest at the Village Fete on 6th June. Contact 
Carol on 853583 or Bev in the Kings Head. 
 
                           ----------------------------------------------------- 
 

Curry & Quiz Night at the Kings Head 
 

Saturday 11th April at 7.30pm 



 

 
 

 
 
 



Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 
 

 Word 1 Word 2 Word 3 Answer 

1 Floor Open Game Plan 

2 Night Book Fan  

3 Board Average Suspicion  

4 Active Pirate Local  

5 Coaster Paint Blind  

6 Weight Foil Act  

7 Television Poetic Off  

8 Steering Spinal Gossip  

9 Invisible Blot Jet  

10 Tin Opener Watering  

11 Winner Ginger Roll  

12 Glass Moral Optic  

13 Helping Split Hand  

14 Print Scale Extra  

15 Raiser Rail Call  

16 Ship Land War  

 

Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 

 
 Find the missing word? 

1 Barney ______, Fred Flintstones best mate 

2 _________ Taylor, Film icon twice married to Richard Burton 

3 I Saw _____ Ships, Traditional Carol 

4 ________, Wife of president Obama 

5 Lionel ____, Theatrical composer of Oliver 

6 
_____ Jerry, British group whose biggest hit was ' In The 

Summertime' 

7 Si ____, Hairy Biker who accompanies Dave Myers 

8 Tim ____, Stand up comic whose brother is Jeremy 

9 ___ Hughes, Celebrated Poet Laureate 

10 Lost __ ______, 1976 hit for Bonnie Tyler 

 



 
 



Important Announcement 
from 

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council 
 
It is an open secret that the Grafty Green Garden Centre has been sold. The 
purchaser is Quinn Estates who intend to develop the site.   
   
This is not a Greenfield site, it is a Brownfield site with classification for retail 
use, and because of this the considerations for future planning of this site are 
quite different to those of previous sites that we have had to consider, and 
redevelopment of the Garden Centre is inevitable in one form or another.  
 
Quinn Estates propose to develop 6.5 acres of land with a very high quality 
low density development of 14 large 4 / 5 bedroom houses, a small number 
of offices, and extensive landscaping, all in keeping with the local landscape. 
We want to hear your opinions and suggestions before Quinn Estates finalise 
their proposals and submit a planning application.   
   
You are invited to attend an exhibition of the proposals in Grafty Green Village 
Hall which will be open on Friday 1st May from 7.00pm to 9.00 pm and 
Saturday 2nd May from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon for viewing. 
Representatives from Quinn Estates and the Parish Council will be in 
attendance for discussion and to listen to your comments. 
 
This is one of the most important planning issues that has ever been put 
before the Parish and your input is welcome to the process. We could object, 
or we can get involved and try to obtain the best outcome for the Parish if it 
is clear the scheme has potential for us, albeit with modification to answer 
concerns if Quinn Estates agree. 
 
Please attend the exhibition and if you have ideas to benefit the Parish we 
want to hear them. 
 
Thank You 
Ron Galton 
Planning Committee Chairman 
Boughton Malherbe Parish Council 
 



 



 



Planning Applications Received by the Parish Council this month: 
 

 

APPLICATION REF: 15/501242/FULL 

PROPOSAL: Erection of a single storey extension.        

ADDRESS: Southernden Dairy Southernden Road Headcorn 
Kent TN27 9LL 

APPLICATION TYPE: Householder 

COMMENTS DUE BY: 27 March 2015 

DECISION DUE DATE: 29 April 2015   

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTING PARISH HIGHWAYS and ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS 
 
TO REPORT:  Potholes; broken signs; traffic signal faults; 
overgrown trees or hedges 
-  Call 03000 418181                (Highways Issues - KCC) 
 

- or click 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 
 

TO REPORT: Litter; fly tipping; abandoned vehicles; dog mess; 
noise: 
- Call 01622 602202 (Environmental Issues MBC) 
 
or click 
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report 
 
TO REPORT non-domestic Water Leaks:  
 

- Call 0333 000 0002 

 

 or click:  http://www.midkentwater.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report
http://www.midkentwater.co.uk/


 

EGERTON TELECOTTAGE 
 

Computer Centre, The Millennium Hall 
 

Phone: 07990 574214 
 

Need help with your iPad or tablet? 

Struggling with Windows 8? 

Lost your email? 

Can’t find your photographs? 
 

We can offer 1-2-1 individual lessons to  

answer all of your computer questions. 
 

Call or email with an idea of how we can help  

and book a slot for £10 per hour. 

(gift vouchers available) 

 
  Our Saturday morning clinics  

 are very popular - call in for a  

   coffee and a chat between  

       10am and 12 noon. 

   We would love to see you!  

              email: 

instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk 

and find us at www.egerton-kent.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page is intentionally blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lenham Valley Business Association 
 

Business Networking is about . . . getting the right speakers! 
 
Tuesday 5 May.  
Matthew Wilkes from Matthew Wilkes Wealth Management. Pension updates. 
“How the Pension Freedom Reforms affects you and those around 
you”.  ‘Pension freedom’ changes will give people greater power over how 
they spend, save or invest their retirement pots from this April.  The 
irrevocable decisions made could have far reaching consequences. 
 
Wednesday 27 May  
This is a big one don’t miss our combined networking, LVBA with South 
Maidstone Business Association, Charing Business Association and Marden 
Business Forum at The Weald of Kent Golf Club, Headcorn. Award winning 
business coach and #1 ranking author Andrew Priestley will present ‘Eight 
strategies to increase revenues and profits’.  
 
There’s no meeting in June. 
 
There’s a new LVBA website - check it out now - www.lenhambusiness.co.uk ! 
See networking webpage for the whole years’ programme. There’s 
a Facebook too, page and group.  
 
Further information from Alan Reading on 01622 820841. 
 

Alan Reading, Chairman 

 
 

 

St Edmunds Hall, Platts Heath 
  

The St Edmunds Hall is perfect for throwing a party, also if you are looking for 
a base to run a weekly club, this wonderful hall would be ideal, with an hourly 
rate of just £5. 
 
For any more information, call 01622 858208 

 

 
 

http://www.lenhambusiness.co.uk/


 
 



Bulky Refuse Collections (Saturday Freighter Service) 
 

Maidstone Borough Council have issued the timetable for the Saturday Freighter 
Service up to 9th May 2015.  
 
Grafty Green 

Saturday 18th April    15:15 – 15:45 -: Church Rd - Junction Headcorn Rd 

 
Platts Heath  
Saturday 18th April     14:30 – 15:10 -: Green Lane 
 

Ulcombe 
Saturday 25th April     09:25 – 09:55 -: Lodge Gardens 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Grafty Gourmet 
 

This is a mouth watering curry from north of India. Serve with rice or crusty bread. 
Although it has a few ingredients, the cooking process, as with all my recipes, is very 

straight forward. 

 

Kashmiri Lamb 

 
4 dried red chillies 

3 fresh green chillies 
1 teaspoon cumin seeds 

1 teaspoon Kashmiri garam masala 

1 inch piece of root ginger, peeled and 
grated 

5 cloves garlic, crushed 
4 tablespoons desiccated coconut 

3 tomatoes, chopped 
6 tablespoons oil 

2 large onions, sliced thinly 

1kg (2 lb) lamb, washed, pat dry and 
cut into 1 1/2" pieces 

1/2 pint plain yoghurt 

1/2 teaspoon turmeric 
1/2 teaspoon saffron 

20 blanched almonds 
A handful chopped coriander 

salt to taste 

 
1. Grind the red chillies, green chillies, cumin seeds, garam masala, ginger, garlic, 

grated coconut and tomatoes together into a smooth paste. 
 

2. Heat the oil in a pan and fry the onions until golden. 
 

3. Add the spice paste and fry it until the oil separates from the mixture. Now add the 

lamb pieces and the salt and cook until it is almost done. Stirring frequently. Add the 
yoghurt, turmeric, saffron and the blanched almonds and mix well. 

 
4. Cook over low heat until the meat is tender and the gravy is thick. Garnish with 

chopped coriander leaves and serve. 



 

RussOIL Heating 
Boiler Servicing & Repairs 

Tank Installation & Removals 
 

OFTEC Registered 

Oil Heating & Plumbing Specialist  
 

 

Reliable, Affordable and Local 

 

 

Servicing & Maintenance on all oil fired boilers  

No call out charge on breakdowns 

Oil Tank Installations 

RussOil will beat any genuine oil tank installation 
quote 

 

 

www.russoilheating.co.uk 
 
 

Mobile: 07810 166 529 
Home: 01622 853517 

 

 

 
 



Music Notes - April 
 

I have had to hunt far and wide to find concerts at the beginning of the month, 
due to the fact that local musicians have avoided Easter dates for their events. 
Perhaps that will encourage you to go to your local Easter church service 
instead! Alternatively, if you really are willing to travel for your music, the 
Aldeburgh Easter weekend festival is at the Snape Maltings, 3rd & 4th April. 
Tel. 01728 687110 for details. My list is:  

 

 Friday 3rd April, 7.00pm at St. Andrew’s Church, Deal, CT14 6DY, the 
Swell singers (from Shepherdswell) perform Fauré’s Requiem. Free 
entry, retiring collection. 

 

 Saturday 11th April, 7.00pm at St. Michael & All Angels Church, 
Summer Hill, Harbledown CT2 8NW, there will be a piano recital by 
Peter swallow. Tickets 01227 751 430. 

 

 Saturday 18th April, 7.30pm at Church of St. James, the Great, East 
Malling, East Malling Singers present a varied concert with works by 
composers including Tallus, Lotti, Laurisden, Jonathan Vincent and 
more. Tickets 01622 750943 

 

 Saturday 25th April, 7.30pm at St. Nicholas’ Church, Leeds, Peter Brice 
and the Straight Eight Choir provide an evening of seasonal songs 
entitled “Saints and Singers”. Tickets 01622 861280. Proceeds in aid 
of The Friends of Leeds & Broomfield Churches. 

  
On radio I would pick out “Good Friday at Kings”. Radio 3 at 7.30pm on 3rd 
April will broadcast MacMillan’s St. Luke Passion  from Kings College chapel, 
Cambridge.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 

Brian Hardy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D.FLISHER ROOFING  
   

Free winter check on roofs  

Roofing repairs, ridge & 

hips checked  

      

 Moss cleaned off roofs 

Gutters & window frames 

cleaned 

 

        Chimneys re-pointed 
 

 

Call Dave for a quote on  

01622 850659 or 07941 324286 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seasoned Logs from 
Local Coppice for Sale  

 
Clean Burning, Kiln Dried 

Cut to size and delivered 

 

 

 

Variety of logs suitable for 

open fires or log burners 

 

 Contact Norman on 

077333 28715 
 

 



Christian Message April 2015 
 
In a month’s time we will be going to the polls to elect a new government.   No, I am 

not going to tell you which way to vote.  But I am going to say that it’s time for us all 
to engage with politics and community.  The Church of England bishops got 

themselves into hot water with the government (again) last month by publishing a 

letter pleading for a fresh way of thinking.   
 

Of course, there were howls of rage from the politicians: “keep out of politics – stick 
to saving souls.”  Sadly, our politicians just show their own ignorance and naivety 

when they speak like that.  The church should be about so much more than “saving 

souls.” 
 

Jesus – showing us what God is like – had a lot to say about the political and religious 
leaders of his day.  It was by no means complimentary!  He had a passion for 

downtrodden, ordinary people.  He – like God – longed for justice and right-living, for 
peace and love to be the marks of society, not greed, self-importance, power, lust 

and selfishness.   Jesus’ message was one of being right with God; but equally about 

the importance of living right and loving our neighbour (whoever they are, whatever 
they look like) as much as we love ourselves. 
 
Whatever our politics, it’s important that our voice is heard.  Many will say “what’s the 

point?  Politicians are all the same.”  Let’s not tarnish everyone with the same brush 

and let’s bring some hope and vision back into our national life.  The bishops’ letter 
suggests that we are in danger of being  a “society of strangers”, rather than a 

“community of communities.”  We can strengthen our community by voting, by 
getting involved, by helping those around us, by looking out for each other.  We can 

develop our gifts of hospitality by befriending our neighbours; we can learn to be 

generous with time, money and talents.  Our four churches, for example, are raising 
money year on year to provide fresh water boreholes for four villages in Zambia.  

Girls can now get an education instead of trudging miles each day to fetch water from 
dirty wells.  They, too, are our neighbours. 

 
There is always hope.  Even in the most desperate of times, we can hope, and we 

can be part of the path to a better society, a community of communities.  The 

message of Easter is one of hope. Out of Jesus’ death comes new life and that new 
life brings hope and the power to do right. 

 
I will be voting. I hope everyone will.  And I will be praying for our community, our 

country and our world as we face the continued pressures that affect us. 

 
 

Rev Dick Venn 

 

 



The Len Valley Benefice 
Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe 

Sunday/Main Services – April 2015 
 
 

Wednesday 1st April  
   9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion 

   
Thursday 2nd April 

   7.30pm Harrietsham: Maundy 
Thursday service 

 

Friday 3rd April – Good Friday 
  10.00am Messy Church at 

Harrietsham Church 
 

    2.00pm Services in all four 

churches “An hour at The Cross” 
 

Sunday 5th April – Easter Sunday 
   9.30am Lenham: Breakfast service 

 
   9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Easter 

Celebration with Communion 

 
   9.30am Harrietsham: Easter 

Celebration with Communion 
 

 10.45am Ulcombe: Easter 

Celebration with Communion 
 

 11.00am Lenham: Easter Celebration 
with Communion 

 

Sunday 12th April 
   8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion 

(Prayer Book) 
 

   9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Service 
   9.30am Harrietsham: Holy 

Communion  

 
 10.45am Ulcombe: Holy Communion 

 

 11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship  
 

   3.30pm Boughton Malherbe: 
Evensong 

 
Sunday 19th April 

  9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Service 

 
  9.30am Harrietsham: Morning 

Worship 
 

  9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy 

Communion 
 

10.45am Ulcombe: Morning Worship 
 

11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion 
 

Saturday 25th April 

5.00pm Harrietsham: Prayer and 
Praise 

 
Saturday 25th April 

8.00am Dog & Bear, Lenham: Men's 

breakfast 
 

Sunday 26th April 
  8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion 

(Prayer Book) 

 
  9.30am Harrietsham: Holy 

Communion 
 

  9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Family 
Worship 

 

10.45am Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
 

11.00am Lenham: Family Worship 

 



Len Valley Churches Ladies Breakfast 
 

Join us at The Dog and Bear, Lenham on Saturday May 2nd at 8.30 am 
 
A chance to enjoy a cooked or continental breakfast, meet new friends and 
listen to an inspiring speaker. This month it will be  Sarah Montgomery, a 
doctor who has worked abroad in many different countries, teaching family 
medicine and working in refugee camps.  She has just returned from Burkino 
Faso and India. 
 
To book your place please ring or email the church office on  850604 or 
churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
 

 

 

Easter Messy Church special at Harrietsham church 
on Good Friday, April 3rd from 10.00 to 12.00. 
Join us in a hunt through the churchyard to find 
some of the characters from the Easter story.  
What will the Roman soldier give you and what will 
he tell you? 

 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
  
On the last Saturday of each month we meet at 8am to enjoy a Full English 
Breakfast in the function room of the Dog and Bear Hotel, Lenham and listen 
to a speaker. There are opportunities to ask questions, meet interesting 
people and talk informally. The cost is £8.50 for breakfast. Our forthcoming 
meetings will take place as follows: 
  
25th April – Dr Peter LeFeuvre: ‘Revealing the Gospel through medicine’ 
30th May – Alex Clark from The Family Trust, Maidstone. Title to be confirmed 
27th June – to be confirmed 
  
If you would be interested in joining our group you would be most welcome. 
Please contact The Reverend Dick Venn for further information or to book on 
01622 858195 or vicar@lvb.org.uk. 
 
 

mailto:churchoffice@lvb.org.uk


Emergency and  Help Contact Details 

 
Police, Fire And Ambulance  Emergencies         999 
Police, Non Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)        101 
 
Ambulance 999 note: an  aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7 
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road.   Ambulance 999 control 

centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator. 

 
First Aid Support –  when an ambulance has been called using 999 - Interim 

emergency support (first aid and AED defibrillator), prior to arrival of paramedics / 
ambulance, may be available (not 24/7) by calling Chris Wheal on 07979 864929 -this 

is a voluntary ‘good Samaritan’ facility for residents. It is hoped a SECAMB 
(ambulance) community first responder scheme may start in future 

 

 
NHS Medical Helpline            111 
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals                      0845 155 1000 

William Harvey Hospital                       01233 633331 
Headcorn Surgery          (out of hours listen to -                    01622 890294 

Lenham Surgery                     recorded messages)               01622 858341 

 
Electricity (UK Power Networks)           
  Emergencies and Power Cuts        0800 783 8866  
         or 01243 508866 
 
Water  Emergencies          0333 000 0002 
Calor Gas Emergencies           08457 444999 
KCC   Emergencies          03000 41 41 41 
  Highways          03000 41 81 81  
 
KCC Community Wardens: 
 
Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere            07969 583923 
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown        07773 397125 
 
Fire     General Enquiries            01622 692121 
 Home Safety Visits           0800  923 7000 
 KFRS Community Volunteer – Chris Wheal        01622 858100 
 
R.S.P.C.A     Emergencies                              0300 1234 999     
Vet             24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service  01622 734555 

 



Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle 

 



 
 


