


WIDWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk: Carol Miltenburg, Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute, Devon, EX13 7QQ
Tel:- 01404 831080   e mail:- clerk@widworthy.eastdevon.gov.uk


The Councillors were summoned to the Annual Council meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held in Wilmington Village Hall on Tuesday, May 9th 2017 commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Those present:- Councillors David Olive, Andrew Pearsall (Chairman) and Janet Twist also Cllr Graham Godbeer (EDDC).  Carol Miltenburg (Clerk) and one member of the public – Mrs Pearsall.

Minutes

1. Cllr Pearsall accepted the nomination to be Chairman (proposed Cllr Twist, seconded Cllr Olive).  Cllr Twist accepted the nomination to be Vice Chairman (proposed Cllr Pearsall, seconded Cllr Olive).  Cllr Pearsall duly signed the of Acceptance of Office.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Gardner and Cllr Parr (EDDC).

2. The Council received and confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on March 21st,2017 which the Chairman then signed.

3. Declarations of Interest for this meeting.  Cllr Twist declared an interest as she is on the committee of the Wilmington CLT.

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes. None.

5. A report on the years work by the Parish Council was presented by Cllr Pearsall (attached).  
Cllr Godbeer advised that EDDC are looking at innovative ways of providing affordable housing and will be visiting the Self Build Centre in Bicester.  He confirmed that our new County Councillor will be Mr Martin Shaw.  The County Councillor did not attend.  
The Police provided the crime report for the last month and there were no reported crimes in Wilmington.  Cllr Pearsall reported that there have been attempts to break into the quarry area, with suspicious cars being seen and damage to fencing.  The Police have been to the site and are monitoring it.  The CLT update was given by Cllr Twist.  The first board meeting has been held as has a steering group meeting.  Over 40 people attended and the membership is around 50.  A new, updated, abridged Housing Needs Survey will be done in Wilmington in May.  Offwell are undertaking a survey and may add their requirement to that of Wilmington.  The Farway, Northleigh and Southleigh CLT is shortly to contact interested architects.  
No update was received from the A35 group.  
Speedwatch.  Cllr Twist gave an update on the Speedwatch team.  Checks have been under taken on the previous two Fridays between 5 and 6pm.  700 and 600 cars were checked with 11 and 6 cars respectively found to be speeding – over the 40mph limit.  The findings have been submitted to the Police and they will issue a report advising if those speeding were from the local area.

6. Parishioners Questions.  None received.

7. The Council agreed to the continuation of the existing Standing Orders, proposed Cllr Pearsall, seconded Cllr Twist.  It was agreed to continue  Financial Regulations (adopted Jan 2017) but that the Council should increase the number of signatories on the bank account.  Clerk to organise bank forms.  Cllr Pearsall proposed, Cllr Twist seconded. The Review of FOI Act & Data Protection Act Procedures, this to be done for the next meeting.

8. The Council reviewed the appointment of members to committees / external organisations and any new committees required.  Cllr Olive agreed to be the contact with the A35 Group and Cllr Twist with the CLT.

9. Highways issues – Road warden scheme, the Council agreed to continue the Road Warden agreement with DCC.  Clerk to sign and return.  The Clerk advised that the £200 DCC grant towards signs and bollards to be used by the Road Warden has been received.  Clerk to order the equipment.  The drains from the business park have been improved to prevent water from the car wash business seeping onto the A35.  It was noted the verges have been cut by EDDC but the kerbs have been damaged.  There will only be 2 cuts per year.  Cllr Pearsall reported that Highways England are likely to undertake a survey of the drainage through the village as they have probably found the funding needed.  A report will be issued and the Council will be advised in due course.  Concern was expressed about signs outside Wellington Farm encroaching on the pavement.  Clerk to contact.

10. Planning Applications & updates.  Gibbons Farm – This application is still with Highways concerning the entrance/exit onto the A35.  Wilmington Quarry – the application is still at EDDC awaiting information and reports, so cannot be validated by EDDC until these are received.

11. Finance – Review of donation to CLT. It was proposed to increase the donation towards start-up costs to a total of £200 (including the £100 previously agreed), £84 has already been provided, an additional £116 is required.  Cllr Pearsall proposed, Cllr Olive seconded.  The Council agreed to continue to hold the DCC grant of £5000 as an earmarked amount to cover costs of relocation of speed sign when the A35 is remodelled. Proposed Cllr Pearsall seconded Cllrs Twist & Olive.
Cheques issued:- Mrs K Sampson £40 – care of the Bus Shelter; Wilmington CLT - £116 donation towards initial set up costs; C Miltenburg - £21.49 printer cartridge.  Payments received:- EDDC precept £1225.00; EDDC Council Tax Discount Grant £15.50; DCC Community Grant £200.00
The Council reviewed the Inventory of Council assets and agreed to remove the ‘village seat’ but noted there are 3 salt bins not 2.  Clerk to investigate the water fountain. 
Review of insurance cover – the latest quotation from Community First £199.  Clerk to get quotations from Came & Co and Aon.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Annual audit – a) Approval of the annual Governance Statements, Section 1.  These were received, considered and approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  b) Approval of the Accounting Statements, Section 2.  These were received, considered and approved by the council and signed by the Chairman.  Approval of the accounts for the year 2016/17.  These were received and approved by the council.  

12. Emergency Planning –  Clerk to chase BT re purchase of the payphone box.

13. Discuss any correspondence – Parishes Together Funds are now available.  Clerk to contact Offwell PC to consider work to repair damaged bank near Sutton tip to reduce flooding.  The Council were advised that the Village Hall Committee would now have to charge for it’s use at a rate of £7.50/hr min £15.  The Council agreed to this.  The Clerk advised about the new pension regulations and that the Council as an employer would have to conoirm.  This was noted.

14. Any other business – Matters for further discussion. The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Randall-Johnson to thank her for her work on behalf of Widworthy Parish Council as County Councillor.

15. Date of the next meeting: July 18th, 2017. 

The meeting finished at 9.15pm
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