     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting for Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7pm on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at the Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Brooks, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Wright
          Attendance: Sam Pass (Clerk), District and County Cllrs and members of the public

O
	25.147
	Member Absences 
Cllr Mitson


	25.148
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
Cllr Emberson & Wright relating to the appointment of Emily Tydeman 


	25.149
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 4th November 2025 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

	25.150
	Contributions by Members of the Public – see point 25.152


	25.151


	Consideration of Planning Applications 
DC/25/05005 | Application for Works to subject to Tree Preservation Order MS317/T1 - Reduce 1 No. Oak (T1) to previous pruning points. | 5 Jigsaw Place Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – Cllr Morley highlighted the pruning frequency.  Cllr Hardingham noted that pollarding an established, older tree can easily cause damage or even kill it, as excessive pruning triggers stress reactions in the tree, and has agreed to speak with the Tree Officer about the matter.  
Members voted neutral on this application


	25.152

	Discussion of traffic concerns and road safety through the village
Cllr Emberson delivered his report which can be viewed at the end of the minutes – click here.

Council members and the public discussed road safety with the following points and suggestions made:
Flashing warning lights:
· PC looking to install solar-powered, programmable flashing lights timed around school terms.
· Suggestion to position them further back to give drivers earlier warning.
· Can be funded by CIL.
Rumble strips – considered but concerns raised about noise for nearby residents.
Speed cameras / average speed checks
· Request for average 30mph speed limit on outskirts of village. Cllr Hicks confirmed that Suffolk County Council would not approve this.
· SID data suggests traffic is regulated – Cllr Brooks to investigate SID post positioning on the Scotts Hill junction coming into the village from the A140.
School Crossing Patrol:
· Employed by County Council but funded by the school Cllr Hicks to confirm details.
· Placement must consider the lack of permanent parking and pedestrian flow.
Pathways:
· Overgrown hedgerows in high-footfall areas that require maintenance.
· Path near tennis courts in poor condition.
· Suggestion to use the cemetery path, which is safer, though some parents still use the roadside path.
· Pavement maintenance is community-driven, often through litter picks or volunteer efforts.  Highways will carry out repairs where necessary, but not day-to-day maintenance.
New village shop – increase in children crossing the road after purchases and vans parking on footpaths to access the shop.
Road markings – need refreshing as school markings and central road lines unclear.
Parking:
· Roadside parking slows traffic but causes congestion.
· Double yellow lines would need enforcement capability.
· School drive-in are for buses, the school encourages parents to utilise the school bus.

Traffic volume / curfew idea:
· A parent raised concern about the volume of HGVs and tractors which are travelling too fast.
· Query about introducing a curfew to restrict heavy traffic at key times – Cllr Hicks to check feasibility.
Triangle build-out – would require a speed survey, approximately a cost of £200 – Clerk to follow up with Cllr Hicks
Pollution & Studies
· Reference to TRAP (Traffic-Related Air Pollution) studies at other schools.  Cllr Hicks noted only two sites in Suffolk are currently monitored, usually in built up areas.
· Query about similar monitoring locally.
Restrictions
· The Parish Council cannot directly fund school projects, but alternative funding may exist.
· Suggestion of speed bumps or bollards but Parish Council cannot fund these either.
· No electricity on the street—limits ability to install a pedestrian crossing and the process is costly and complex.
Other Options & Ideas
· Potential use of the football ground for parking.
· High-vis for children: Parish Council may be able to fund. 
· PTA “walking crocodile”.  The idea to rota parent volunteers from parking areas to meet a school crossing patrol person but would involve legal and insurance considerations which need clarifying.
· Driveway reconfiguration.  Parent suggestion of moving their driveway to improve visibility – Cllr Hardingham to investigate
· Hedgerow – maintenance is the responsibility of the adjoining householder.


	25.153

	To recommend Emily Tydeman as suitable for a trustee position for Metcalf trusts
Cllr Emberson put forward Emily Tydeman who is currently acting as Secretary.
It was noted that three trustees must be accepted by the Parish Council (PC).  It was also acknowledged that volunteers are difficult to find.  
Cllr Mullings asked how the PC can approve a trustee without knowing their background – it was noted trustees are vetted through the Charity Commission.
Cllr Morley preferred to abstain from this vote.
Cllr Mullings and Brooks approved Emily Tydeman’s appointment as trustee. 


	25.154
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 


	25.155
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 6th January 2026


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 20:40



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 30th December 2025













[bookmark: item1]PC Meeting 2nd Dec Traffic concerns
Overview – framing the issues
We live in a rural community with all the benefits that brings – countryside, less noise, slower pace of life. But with this we have to accept the disadvantages – narrower roads and pavements, fewer shops, less public transport. Our parishes and those around us will preserve the rural aspects of our world and we will resist urbanization of our communities.
Situation today & recent history of the location
· The school became primary education sometime in the early 70’s. At that time, as today, the width through the village was at maximum 6m wide, narrowing to 5.7m at the school. 
· The width of the pavements through the village is between 1m and 1.5m
· The increase in population in Suffolk has increased by 50% since 1970
· The increase in vehicles across the country has increased by 300% in that time, and very possibly more in rural areas as public transport has decreased.
· The A1120 is designated as the HGV route through Suffolk for pick up and drop off of goods, the vast majority of the HGV’s carry agricultural loads to support our farms.
· Since 1970 HGV’s have gone from a maximum width of 2.5m to 3.15 m, but our roads have not increased in width.
· The A1120 is designated an A road, therefore there are restrictions on what can and can’t be placed on it to regulate traffic.
Mitigation of the challenges
· The PC previously held meetings with highways to understand what could and couldn’t be done to improve safety within the parish.
· White lines along the Street to mark the road from the pavement, and white lines up Scotts Hil land through Mill Green to visually narrow the road in an effort to slow traffic.
· SID sites – Mill Green, Scotts hill, The Street next to the Rectory and at the entrance to the village at SB
· SID data confirms speed limits are being adhered to - GB
· Tydeman farmyard at Broughton Hall for car parking 
· Village hall carpark, when the hall isn’t being hired out
· A footpath through the graveyard , next to the school, to keep children away from the road
Next Steps
· PC currently researching flashing school signs either side of the road– where to site them, costs and permissions required. 
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