
ERNEST BILLS
“Ernest Bills was one of the elder children of the large family of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Bills, who farmed at Glebe Farm, Kirton, which was situated at the top of Church Hill, now called Littlemore. This, as the name implies, was endowed on Kirton Church and the rent from the farm formed part of the Rector’s living.
 Although there were other males in the family, Ernest was the only one of age for military service.
 During the war, Ernest was able to take part in a scheme operating at that time called “farm furlough”. This consisted of farmers’ sons, or in some cases workers, being able to return home at intervals, providing the farmer could satisfy the authorities that it was necessary and desirable to have help on the farm. This assisted the War Effort in contributing to the chronic food shortage. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During one unexpected trip home, Ernest arrived at Tuxford Station in the early hours of the morning, walked home to Kirton, and finding everything quiet and peaceful there, he tried to get into the house without disturbing his sleeping family. Having scaled the low roof on the north side of the house where he usually slept, and prising open the bedroom window, he was suddenly confronted by his father, brandishing a loaded shotgun and threatening to shoot him. His father had heard a noise, and had mistaken him for an intruder with evil intent! How ironic if he had left the front safely, only to journey home and be shot by his own father!
 The Bills family moved to Low Farm, Scrooby in the 1920’s.”
 W. Lacey
