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1939 - 1945
For The Fallen

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.

Robert Laurence Binyon
1869-1943

Beaumont Parish, Roll of Honour 1914 – 1918
We believe that 38 men from the villages of Beaumont, Grinsdale, Kirkandrews on Eden and Monkhill went to war between 1914 and 1918. We lost 6 men but 32 survived.

A public meeting was held at the Schoolroom, Kirkandrews on Eden on 7 May 1919 to discuss the erection of a memorial to commemorate the fallen of World War 1. Over 30 people attended from Beaumont, Grinsdale, Kirkandrews on Eden and Monkhill. The meeting decided that a brass memorial plaque should be placed in St Mary’s at Beaumont.
A further meeting was held on 25th May and a committee was formed. It was decided that the memorial should commemorate people who fell in the conflict and “were the son or close relative of any person residing within the Parish between 1914 and 1918”.

Subscriptions were collected within the Parish, the amount collected raised quickly grew and reached £92.13. 00 by 11 June, growing to £120.17. 00 by July. This is equivalent to over £18500 today (2009).
With the subscription raised the committee decided, in addition to the memorial, that a “Welcome Home Gathering” should be held with each returning Serviceman being presented with a framed and enlarged photograph of him.  

The gathering was held in December 1919 with each returning Serviceman being presented with the framed photograph “inscribed with the name of the recipient together with an expression of appreciation from the parishioners, also  details of his length of service and engagements he had taken part in”  After the presentations supper was served followed by dancing.
The Carlisle Journal and Cumberland News reported the event, listing the returning men as;
Beaumont

Lieutenant David Johnston MC, William Morton, John Morton, Thomas Moffat, William Huggan, Robert Barnes, Victor Barnes, Albert Barnes, Sydney Armstrong, George Edgar Ritson Martin, Edward Thompson, John Strong, Matthew Strong, William Strong, Richard Percival, Wilson Percival, Thomas Henderson, Joseph Beattie, W Harrison, and Robert Pearson.

Monkhill

Joseph Bell and Mark Crosthwaite.

Kirkandrews

Lieut. Francis E Kitchen, Joseph Huntingdon, Thomas Huntingdon, Thomas Johnson and Thomas Davidson.
Grinsdale

William Bell Graham, John Little and Matthew Hughes.

The memorial was dedicated in St Mary’s church later that month.
J M Jessamine, 18780, Private, 16th Royal Scots
Missing in Action 1 July 1916

John Morrison Jessamine was born during the last quarter of 1890 to John Alexander Harvey Jessamine and Jane Isabella Waugh. The 1891 census shows the family living with Jane’s Father, Thomas Waugh at Burgh by Sands. 

John’s brother Thomas Waugh Jessamine was born in 1898

There is no record of the family on the 1901 census and we believe the family had moved to Scotland. 
John aged 21 emigrated to Quebec, Canada in June 1911 to farm but returned to enlist, landing at Glasgow on 10 November 1914. He enlisted in the 16th Battalion Royal Scots, the Lothian Regiment, on 7 December 1914 in Edinburgh. His Battalion landed in France on 8 January 1916. He took part in the 1st battle on the Somme and was posted as Missing in Action on 1 July 1916 and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.
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On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an original objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916.
John is also remembered on the Burgh by Sands War Memorial.
John was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. His father, listed as next of kin, would also have received the Memorial Death Plaque commonly called the 'Dead Man's Penny' by the troops.
E B Bone, 15280, Private 11th Border Regiment
Died of wounds 1916

Edward Bainbridge Bone, son of Thomas Bone and Dorothy Bainbridge, was born at Monkhill Farm in 1887. The 1901 census shows him living at Monkhill Hall with his parents and his siblings Thomas, Catherine and Joseph.
He enlisted in the 11th Border Regiment (the Lonsdale Battalion) at Burgh by Sands on 20 October 1914; he’s recorded as a Farmer on his enlistment papers. The battalion landed in Boulogne, France on 26 November 1915 and were sent to Albert on the Somme. The Border Regiment took part in the 1st Battle of the Somme and during the opening days of the battle Edward received wounds to his head and leg. These were severe enough to cause him to be repatriated to England and he was admitted to Warneford Hospital, Leamington Spa on 8 July 1916. He died of septicaemia caused by his wounds on 21 August 1916. 
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Edward was buried in the churchyard at St Mary’s, Beaumont.
Edward was awarded the 1914 – 1915 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal, his next of kin would also have received the Memorial Death Plaque commonly called the 'Dead Man's Penny' by the troops.

The Lonsdales lost 100 killed, 371 wounded and 19 missing in action on the first day of the Battle of the Somme on 1 July 1916.
J H Barnes, 17372, Private, 11th Border Regiment
Missing in Action 18 November 1916

Joseph Herbert Barnes was born at Irthington in 1892, son of Joseph Barnes and Margaret Davidson, he was the third of seven siblings. In 1901 the family lived at Kingmoor where his father was a Grocer. In 1905 the family moved to Beaumont where his father ran the Lowther Arms.
Joseph enlisted with the Lonsdales on 14 December 1914 at Carlisle. At the time of his enlistment he was a Joiner, living with his family at the Lowther Arms.

The battalion landed in Boulogne, France on 26 November 1915 and Joseph’s service record shows he was wounded 0n 26 June 1916, probably in the trenches near Acheux-en-Vimeu on the Somme. He was returned to his unit on 30 August 1916 where he would have taken part in actions on the Somme. He was listed as missing in action on 18 November 1916 and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.
Joseph was awarded the 1914 – 1915 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal, his next of kin would also have received the Memorial Death Plaque commonly called the 'Dead Man's Penny' by the troops.
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On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an original objective of 1 July. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916.

B Pearson, 615, Gunner, South African Heavy Artillery
Killed in Action 9 February 1917

Benjamin Pearson was born at Casson Dyke, Old Sandsfield in October 1882, son of Anthony Pearson and Jane Ann Pattinson. He was the fifth of eight children. Although the family are shown on the 1901 census living at Kingmoor, Benjamin isn’t shown and searches of the 1901 census elsewhere in the UK doesn’t locate him, had he emigrated to South Africa by that date?
Records obtained from the South African Defence Force Archives show he became a Police Constable until he enlisted as a Gunner in the South African Heavy Artillery, in Cape Town, on 24 August 1915.  The first five batteries arrived on the Western Front during April 1916 joining numerous independent Heavy Artillery Groups. 

As part of these Heavy Artillery Groups they supported operations on The Somme in 1916 and early 1917.

The records give very little detail of his service, only stating that Benjamin was killed in action on the Somme on 9 February 1917 and was initially buried at Assevillers Military Cemetery.

After the Armistice Fouquescourt British Cemetery, 35 kilometres east of Amiens, was built and Soldiers buried in small Cemeteries were re-interred in this central location.
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Benjamin’s service record is held in the South African Defence Force Archives who kindly provided a summary of his service details. If you have any further information about Benjamin please contact the Rector.
J A Birrell, 171550, Driver, 122nd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery
Killed in Action 16 April 1918

Joseph Albert Birrell was born in 1888 at Carlisle, son of John Birrell and Elizabeth Sewell. He was the 4th son in a family of 6 sons and 3 daughters.
He married Margaret Ann Bell, from Monkhill, on 3 October 1912 at Beaumont Parish Church. They had 2 boys, John Edward born in 1913 and Joseph Albert born in 1916. 

Joseph enlisted as a driver with the 122 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery and was sent to France. He was killed on 16 April 1918, I believe during the 4th battle of Ypres in Flanders and was buried at Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinghe, Belgium.
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Joseph was awarded the 1914 – 1915 Star, Victory Medal and British War Medal, his next of kin would also have received the Memorial Death Plaque commonly called the 'Dead Man's Penny' by the troops.
David Johnstone Barnes,  Z/1822, Able Seaman, Naval Division, RNVR.  Killed in Action 27 September 1918

David Johnstone Barnes was born in 1894 in the Castle ward District of Northumberland, son of John and Margaret Barnes.
He enlisted in the Tyneside Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves on 17 November 1914, at this time he was a miner and living with his parents at Ponteland, Northumberland.
The Royal Naval Division was formed in August 1914 from naval reserve forces, between 20-80,000 men, when warships of the fleet were fully crewed. The tradition of naval personnel serving on land had been long established and a shortfall in infantry divisions in the army led to the formation of the RND to supplement the army. The RND was retained under Admiralty control even though they were fighting on land alongside the army. Reserve personnel from the Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Fleet Reserve and the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with a brigade of Marines were assembled at Crystal Palace to form the RND. The RND retained the great naval traditions, even while on land. They flew the White Ensign, used bells to signal time, used naval language (including "going ashore" and "coming on board"), continued to use naval ranks rather than army equivalents and sat during the toast for the King's health.
David served in the Dardanelles campaign where he was wounded twice. In 1915 he was promoted to Able Seaman. Posted to Etaples, France, he was wounded again, in his back, and was repatriated to the UK to recuperate. He was sent to France in 1917, he died on 27 September 1918 of wounds received in the battle for the Hindenburg Line near St Quentin. He was buried in the Queant Road Cemetery, Buissy.
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David was awarded the 1914 – 1915 Star, Victory Medal and British War Medal, his next of kin would also have received the Memorial Death Plaque commonly called the 'Dead Man's Penny' by the troops.
I haven’t been able to establish David Barnes link with the parish and would be grateful for any assistance or information.

The Memorial Death Plaque or 'Dead Man's Penny'
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The history of the Dead Man's Penny began in 1916 with the realisation by the British Government that some form of an official token of gratitude should be given to the fallen service men and women's bereaved next of kin. The enormous casualty figures not anticipated at the start of WWI back in 1914 prompted this gesture of recognition. In 1917, the government announced a competition to design a suitable plaque with a prize of 250 pounds. There were 800 entries from all over the Empire, the Dominions, and even from the troops on the Western Front. Mr E. Carter Preston of Liverpool, England, was the eventual winner. 
The selected design was a 12-centimetre disk cast in bronze gunmetal, which incorporated the following; an image of Britannia and a lion, with two dolphins representing Britain's sea power and the emblem of Imperial Germany's eagle being torn to pieces by another lion. Britannia is holding an oak spray with leaves and acorns. Beneath this was a rectangular tablet where the deceased individual's name was cast into the plaque. No rank was given as it was intended to show equality in their sacrifice. On the outer edge of the disk, the words, 'He died for freedom and honour'. 

A scroll, 27 x 17 centimetres made of slightly darkened parchment headed by the Royal Coat of Arms accompanied the plaque with a carefully chosen passage written in old English script, ‘He whom this scroll commemorates was numbered among those who, at the call of King and Country, left all that was dear to them, endured hardness, faced danger, and finally passed out of sight of men by the path of duty and self-sacrifice, giving up their own lives that others may live in freedom, Let those who come after see to it that his name be not forgotten.’
 Beneath this passage, written in the same style, was the name, and rank and service details of the deceased. To accompany the scroll, again in old English script, a personal message from King George V.
I join with my grateful people in sending you this memorial of a brave life given for others in the Great War. ------------George R I.
The plaques were packaged in stiff cardboard wrapping folded like an envelope and sent to the next of kin. Production of the plaques and scrolls, which was supposed to be financed by German reparation money, began in 1919 with approximately 1,150,000 issued. They commemorated those who fell between 4 August 1914 and 10 January 1920 for home, Western Europe and the Dominions whilst the final date for the other theatres of war or for those died of attributable causes was 30 April 1920. Unfortunately, the production and delivery of the plaques was not a complete success and the scheme ended before all the families or next of kin of the deceased received the official recognition they should have. There were some relatives who returned the pennies to the Australian Government in protest as they felt it was insulting and it did not replace their loved one's life. Of course, nothing can replace a life lost, but for those 'Dead Man's Pennies' that are in private or public collections, museums and national archives, they are a constant reminder of the ultimate price paid by the men and women of the armed services during the Great war of 1914-1918.

1914 – 1918 Medals awarded to Soldiers of Beaumont Parish

British War Medal
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The British War Medal 

 was approved in 1919, for issue to officers and men of British and Imperial forces who had rendered service between 5 August 1914 and 11 November 1918. Officers and men of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, and Dominion and Colonial Naval Forces (including reserves) were required to have completed 28 days mobilised service - the medal was automatically awarded in the event of death on active service before the completion of this period.

The medal was later extended to cover the period 1919-20 and service in mine-clearing at sea as well as participation in operations in North and South Russia, the eastern Baltic, Siberia, the Black Sea, and the Caspian Sea. 

Some 6,500,000 medals were awarded in total.The medal is a circular silver (or, in rare cases, bronze) design. The obverse shows a King George V bareheaded effigy, facing left, with the legend: GEORGIVS V BRITT : OMN : REX ET IND : IMP :

The reverse shows St. George, naked, on horseback armed with a short sword (an allegory of the physical and mental strength which achieves victory over Prussianism). The horse tramples on the Prussian shield and the skull and cross-bones. Just off-centre, near the right upper rim, is the sun of Victory. The dates 1914 and 1918 appear in the left and right fields respectively. 

The ribbon has a wide central watered stripe of orange, flanked by two narrow white stripes, which are in turn flanked by two black pin-stripes, further flanked by two outer stripes of blue. The colours are not believed to have any particular significance.

1914 – 1918 Medals awarded to Soldiers of Beaumont Parish

Victory Medal
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The Victory Medal (also called the Allied Victory Medal)  was issued to all those who received the 1914 Star or the 1914-15 Star, and to most of those who were awarded the British War Medal - it was never awarded singly. These three medals were sometimes irreverently referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred. 

To qualify for the Victory medal one had to be mobilised in any service and have entered a theatre of war between 5 August 1914 and 11 November 1918. Women qualified for this and the earlier two medals, for service in nursing homes and other auxiliary forces.

It was also awarded to members of the British Naval mission to Russia 1919 - 1920 and for mine clearance in the North Sea between 11 November 1918 and 30 November 1919.

The Victory Medal is a 36mm diameter circular copper medal, lacquered in bronze. The obverse shows the winged, full-length, full-front, figure of Victory, with her left arm extended and holding a palm branch in her right hand. 

The reverse has the words ‘THE GREAT / WAR FOR / CIVILISATION / 1914-1919' in four lines, all surrounded by a laurel wreath. 

The 39mm wide ribbon has a ‘two rainbow' design, with the violet from each rainbow on the outside edges moving through to a central red stripe where both rainbows meet. 

Those personnel "Mentioned in Dispatches" between 4 August 1914 and 10 August 1920 wear an oak leaf on the medal's ribbon.

The basic design and ribbon was adopted by Belgium, Brazil, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Romania, Siam, Union of South Africa and the USA.

1914 – 1918 Medals awarded to Soldiers of Beaumont Parish

1914 Star
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The 1914 Star (colloquially known as the Mons Star) was approved in 1917, for issue to officers and men of British forces who served in France or Belgium between 5 August and midnight 22/23 November 1914. 

The former date is the day after Britain's declaration of war against the Central Powers, and the closing date marks the end of the First Battle of Ypres.

The majority of recipients were officers and men of the pre-war British army, specifically the British Expeditionary Force (the Old Contemptibles), who landed in France soon after the outbreak of the War and who took part in the Retreat from Mons (hence the nickname 'Mons Star'). 365,622 were awarded in total.

 Recipients of this medal also received the British War Medal and Victory Medal. These three medals were sometimes irreverently referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred. 

The medal is a four pointed star of bright bronze, ensigned with a crown, with a height of 50mm, and a maximum width of 45mm. 

The obverse has two crossed gladius (swords) with blades upwards and a wreath of oak leaves, with the Royal Cypher of King George V at foot and central 'S'-shaped scroll inscribed AUG 1914 NOV. 

The reverse is plain and displays the recipient's number, rank, name and unit. 

The ribbon has the red white and blue colours of the French Tri-coloure, in shaded and watered stripes. 

A bronze clasp inscribed ‘5th Aug – 22nd Nov 1914' may be issued. When the ribbon is worn alone, recipients of the clasp to the medal wear a small silver rose on the ribbon bar. 

1914 – 1918 Medals awarded to Soldiers of Beaumont Parish

1914-15 Star
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The 1914-15 Star was approved in 1918, for issue to officers and men of British and Imperial forces who served in any theatre of the War between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915 (other than those who had already qualified for the 1914 Star).

Recipients of this medal also received the British War Medal and Victory Medal. Some 2,366,000 were issued. 

The medal is a four pointed star of bright bronze, ensigned with a crown, with a height of 50mm, and a maximum width of 45mm. 

The obverse has two crossed gladius (swords) with blades upwards and a wreath of oak leaves, with the Royal Cypher of King George V at foot and an overlaying central scroll inscribed "1914-15". 

The reverse is plain with the recipient's number, rank and name .The ribbon has the red white and blue colours of the Empire, in shaded and watered stripes. The same ribbon is used for the 1914 Star.
1914 – 1918 Medals awarded to Soldiers of Beaumont Parish

Military Cross
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The Military Cross (MC) was awarded to Lieutenant David Johnston who lived at Beaumont.
The MC is the third level military decoration awarded to officers and (since 1993) other ranks of the British Army and formerly also to officers of other Commonwealth countries.

The MC is granted in recognition of "an act or acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy on land to all members, of any rank".  

In 1979 the Queen approved a proposal that a number of awards including the Military Cross could in future be awarded posthumously. 

The award was created in 1914 for commissioned officers of the substantive rank of Captain or below and for Warrant Officers. In 1931, the award was extended to Majors and also to members of the Royal Air Force for actions on the ground. Since the 1993 review of the honours system, as part of the drive to remove distinctions of rank in awards for bravery, the Military Medal, formerly the third level decoration for other ranks, has been discontinued. The MC now serves as the third level award for gallantry for all ranks of the British Army.

Bars are awarded to the MC in recognition of the performance of further acts of gallantry meriting the award. Recipients are entitled to the post nominal letters MC.

Ornamental silver cross with straight arms terminating in broad finials decorated with imperial crowns, suspended from plain suspension bar. The Obverse has a Royal Cypher in centre.

The reverse is plain, but from 1938 the name of the recipient and year of issue has been engraved on lower limb of cross. 

Beaumont Parish, Roll of Honour 1939 – 1945

Between 1939 and 1945 39 men and 5 women of the parish went to war. 

	NAME
	   HOME
	

	
	
	

	Alexander Ernest Kennedy Birkett
	Monkhill

	Thomas Pearson
	Ratlingate

	William Farish Gill
	Grinsdale

	William Glover Amos
	Beaumont

	William Jefferson
	Beaumont

	Thomas Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	George Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	Frank Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	Harold Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	Henry Davidson
	Ratlingate

	Richard Sewell Grahame 
	Grinsdale

	Guy Hamilton Osborne
	Beaumont

	James Norman Robinson
	Kirkandrews

	Thomas William Stoddart *
	Knockupworth

	Richard Harrison *
	Beaumont

	John Routledge *
	Knockupworth

	William Joseph Smith *
	Beaumont

	Clarence Vincent Carr
	Reservoir

	Doris Story 
	Knockupworth

	Ella Moor
	Grinsdale Bridge

	Joseph Hunter
	Beaumont

	John Robson Pattinson
	Beaumont

	Elizabeth Glover Amos
	Beaumont

	Herbert Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	Joseph Fletcher Elliott
	Monkhill

	William Henry Ribbins 
	Woodside

	Robert Oliver Cowans
	Grinsdale

	Robert Beattie
	Beaumont

	Charles O’Malley
	Monkhill

	John Cowell
	Monkhill

	Leonard Beattie
	Kirkandrews

	Ernest Smith
	Kirkandrews

	William Leonard Shield *
	Kirkandrews

	Reginald Beverley Oliver *
	(Wife lived at Edingthorpe, Norfolk)

	Thomas Edward Robinson
	Kirkandrews
	

	Margaret Elizabeth Percival
	Kirkandrews
	

	James Fisher
	Grinsdale
	

	John Stalker Moore
	Grinsdale
	

	Irene Armstrong
	Haining Gate 
	

	John Angus Allman 
	Beaumont
	

	Peter Astbury
	Kirkandrews
	

	Robert Story
	Kirkandrews
	

	Herbert Morton
	Beaumont
	

	Ewan Mc Shanon
	Organist at both Churches
	


* The Parish lost 6 men.

Thomas William Stoddart Warrant Officer Class II (C.S.M.), 2873284, 1st Bn., Gordon Highlanders

Reported Killed in Action 12 June 1940
Son of William Robinson Stoddart and Sarah Alice Stoddart; husband of Freda Stoddart, of Belle-Vue, Carlisle (Knockupworth)
Thomas was born in December 1906 in Thurstonfield. The 1911 census shows him living at Askrigg Cottage, in Thurstonfield, with his parents and 1 year old Brother. It isn’t known when he joined the Gordon Highlanders however his rank suggests he was a regular and had been with the regiment some years.
The 1st Battalion entered France early in the war, and fell back with the army towards Dunkirk.  The 1st Battalion held at St Valery-en-Caux (1940) in an effort to buy time for the evacuation at Dunkirk.  While most of the army was able to escape, the 1st Battalion was captured and spent the rest of the war as prisoners. Thomas is commemorated at the Dunkirk Memorial.
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During the Second World War, Dunkirk was the scene of the historic evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force from France in May 1940. The DUNKIRK MEMORIAL stands a the entrance to the Commonwealth War Graves section of Dunkirk Town Cemetery which lies at the south-eastern corner of the town of Dunkirk, immediately south of the canal and on  the road to Veurne (Furnes) in Belgium. It commemorates more than 4,500 casualties of the British Expeditionary Force who died in the campaign of 1939-40 or died in captivity, those captured during this campaign and have no known grave. The memorial was designed by Philip Hepworth. The engraved glass panel, depicting the evacuation, was designed by John Hutton.
Thomas is also commemorated on the Burgh by Sands War Memorial.

He was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star for operational Service in the Second World War between 3rd September 1939, and 2nd September 1945.

Aircraftman 1st Class WILLIAM JOSEPH SMITH, 1062806,

222 Sqdn, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
who died on 26 April 1941
William married Eleanor Mary Morton in the early part of 1930 and they had four boys, Frank, Donald, Gordon and Thomas Arthur. 
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222 was a fighter squadron, flying Spitfires, based at Coltishall when William died. They were flying offensive sweeps over occupied Europe, part of the RAF's policy of 'leaning over the channel'. 
On April 26th 1941 the Ferry Inn at nearby Horning was struck by a bomb, killing over 20 people RAF Personnel. At least three of the dead were Coltishall personnel
Since the Commonwealth War Graves Commission states that William died rather than was killed in action, this is the likely cause of his death. He’s buried in St Marys Churchyard at Beaumont.
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William was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star.
Flight Lieutenant REGINALD BEVERLEY OLIVER, 87934,

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
who died age 49 on 31 March 1942. Also served in the 1914-18 War.

Son of the Revd. Reginald Samuel Edward Oliver, B.A. and Mrs. Oliver; husband of Elsie Kendall Oliver of Edingthorpe. 

Buried At Bacton (St. Andrew) Churchyard, Norfolk.
Reginald was born in late 1892 in Dedham, Essex, where his father was a clergyman.

In 1901 he lived with his parents and sister at Ivy Cottages, Keigthley, Yorkshire. 

By 1911, aged 18, he was living away from his family, boarding in Highbury, London where he was employed as a Bank Clerk. The rest of his family lived at Frizington where his father was vicar. In “The History Of Grinsdale and Its Church” his father is shown as Vicar Of St. Kentigern, Grinsdale from 1926 until 1948.

He joined the army during the First World War and went to France in July 1915, attaining the rank of sergeant in the Border Regiment, then a temporary captain in the Intelligence Corps and was awarded the British Victory Medal, the War Medal and the 1915 Star.

Reginald married Elsie Kendal Main in Dec 1920 at Whitehaven and I believe they had 2 daughters, born in 1928 and 1931.

He joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve as a Pilot Officer in 9 November 1940 in the, Administrative and Special Duties Branch [emergency commission] and was later promoted to Flight Lieutenant.

Reginald died in service in1942 and was buried at Bacton, Norfolk, the next village to Edingthorpe where his wife was living.
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The inscription reads:-

TO

THE MEMORY OF

FLT. LT. BEVERLEY OLIVER

WHO DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE

BORN 1892       DIED 1942

AND OF HIS WIFE

ELSIE KENDALL OLIVER

BORN 1886       DIED 1979

R.I.P.

Gravestone of Flt. Lt. Beverly Oliver at St. Andrews Church, Bacton, Norfolk.
Reginald was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star.
Richard Harrison, Private, 2929597, 5th Bn., Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders 
KIA 22 June 1944
Son of George Albert and Margaret Ann Harrison, of Liverpool.

Richard was born 6 January 1920 in Liverpool and his connection with the Parish is through Beaumont where He married Sarah E Edgar in 1937.
Richard joined the Liverpool Scottish, part of the 5th Bn., Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders.
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Liverpool Scottish at camp on the Isle of Man, pre-war 1939.Richard Harrison, (right).
  (Photos taken from 5th Bn., Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders web site)    
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.

 Richard died, aged 24, during the 2nd battle of St Honorine, Normandy, France and is buried in Hermanville War Cemetery, Caen, France.

He was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star.
Corporal JOHN ROUTLEDGE, 2331748, Royal Corps of Signals 
Mentioned in Dispatches, 
who died age 26 on 30 June 1944

Son of Robert and Fanny Routledge, of Carlisle.
John, and his twin sister Freda, were born in the latter months of 1917. During his early years he possibly lived at Glasson. Before the war he lived at Knockupworth Cottage,
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John is buried in the Assisi War Cemetery in in the Province of Perugia, Italy. Rome was taken by the Allies on 3 June and many of the burials in this cemetery date from June and July 1944, when the Germans were making their first attempts to stop the Allied advance north of Rome.

He was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star, also possibly the Italy Star. He was also entitled to wear the bronze Oak Leaf to signify he was mentioned in dispatches.

Pilot Officer WILLIAM LEONARD SHIELD, 196126,

153 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
who died age 21 on 11 March 1945.
Son of William and Agnes Elsie Shield Kirkandrews-on-Eden.
William, the son of William and Agnes Elsie Shield, was born in 1924 in the Hexham area. They later moved to Kirkandrews-on-Eden, living in The Manor House. He attended St Andrews University as an Air Ministry Student in 1942.


His squadron, 153, was re-formed as a heavy bomber squadron at Kirmington on 7th October 1944, being equipped with Lancasters and crew transferred from 166 squadron. They then took over RAF Scampton (home of the Dambusters).
The Lancaster was lost with no survivors during a daylight raid over Essen. After less than a year,153 squadron was disbanded on 28th September 1945.

William is buried in the Reichswald forest war cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, close to the Dutch border, the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the country.
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William was entitled to the War Medal and the 1939-45 Star.
1939 – 1945 Medals awarded to Servicemen of Beaumont Parish

War Medal 1939-1945
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The War Medal 1939-45 was awarded for full-time service in the Armed Forces, wherever that service may have been rendered during the war. Operational and non-operational service may be counted, providing that it was of 28 days or more duration. In the Merchant Navy there is a requirement that the 28 days should have been served at sea. 
The single bronze oak leaf Emblem signifying either a Mention in Despatches, King's Commendation for brave conduct, or a King's Commendation for valuable service in the air, will, if granted for service during World War II, be worn on the ribbon of the War Medal 1939-45. 

Eligibility   This medal is awarded for 28 days full time service in the period between 3 September 1939 and 2 September 1945. 

1939-1945 Star
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The 1939-45 Star was awarded for a period of six months (180 days) operational service for Army personnel and RAF non-air crew personnel and two months operational service for air crew personnel during the period from 3 September 1939 until 2 September 1945. 

Clasps   The ‘BATTLE OF BRITAIN' clasp was awarded to eligible air crew involved in the Battle of Britain. When the ribbon is worn alone a gilt rosette ribbon emblem is worn to denote the award of the ‘BATTLE OF BRITAIN' clasp. 

The ‘BOMBER COMMAND’ clasp was introduced in 2012 and is awarded to eligible Bomber Command aircrew. When the ribbon is worn alone the standard silver rosette ribbon emblem is worn to denote the award of the ‘BOMBER COMMAND’ clasp.

Mentioned in Dispatches
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Being mentioned in dispatches is signified by wearing a Bronze Oak Leaf on the Medal ribbon. (Example of a War Medal 1939–46 with Mention in Dispatches oak leaf spray).
Service men who are mentioned in dispatches but do not receive a medal for their action, are entitled to receive a certificate and wear a decoration. The decoration consisted of a spray of oak leaves in bronze.] This decoration was established in 1919, from 1920 to 1993, the decoration consisted of a single bronze oak leaf. If the soldier is mentioned in dispatches more than once, only a single such decoration is worn. In Britain, since 1993, the decoration is a single silver oak leaf. In each case the decoration is pinned or sewn diagonally on to the appropriate campaign medal ribbon. If no campaign medal is awarded, the oak leaf is worn on the left breast of the dress uniform. In the dispatch is published in the Gazette. Prior to 1979, a mention in dispatches was one of the few awards that could be made posthumously, the others being the Victoria Cross and George Cross. 
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