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Ovington Parish Council Annual Meeting
Tuesday 2nd Jun 2026 at 6.30pm
Ovington Village Hall

	

	Present:

Cllr Shaun Hanson (Chair), Cllr Pete Levett (Deputy Chair), Cllr Trish Hanson (RFO), Cllr Taylor-Jayne Fox (Clerk)

 Additional members from the village – R K Burt

	Action

	1.

	Apologies:

Nil

	

	2.
	Re-Appointment of Cllr positions:
Cllr T-J Fox proposed that Cllr S Hanson remain as OPC Chair, and this was seconded by Cllr P Levett. 
Cllr T-J Fox proposed Cllr P Levett take up role as Deputy Chair and this was seconded by Cllr S Hanson. 
Cllr Fox proposed that Cllr T Hanson remain as RFO, and this was seconded by Cllr P Levett.

It was highlighted by PL that, although correct information had been sent to DCC, they had not updated their records to remove J Harper from the OPC listing with DCC.

All paperwork signed by all Cllr’s and Clerk to send in to DCC as required.

	









TJF


TJF

	3.
	Appointment of Clerk:
Although initially agreed as temporary, TJF has agreed to continue as Clerk now that PL has taken the Deputy Chair position.

	

	4. 

	Declaration of Interests:

No new declaration of interests raised and all Cllr’s re-signed documentation for the new Parish Council year. TJF to log on CALC required websites.

	



TJF

	5.

	Minutes of last meeting:

Minutes from 3rd Feb 2026 read and approved by all. Signed by SH.

	

	6.
	Chairman’s Statement:

See below.

	

	7.

7.1.


7.2.



7.3.
	Review of Standing Orders and Procedures:

Standing Orders: Proposed to utilise NALC Model Standing Orders and to publish as OPC Standing Order. SH seconded.

Finance Practitioner’s Guide: RFO provided with a copy of the Finance Practitioner’s Guide 2026/2027 to be used by OPC as best practice.

Asset Register: The OPC Asset Register has been updated as of May 2026, reflecting an overall increase in value following recent IT procurements. The ‘old’ telephone kiosk remains listed for the time being, and once the purchase of the new K6 heritage kiosk is completed, the register will be updated again. At that point, the insurance provider (Zurich) will be informed to ensure the revised asset value is accurately recorded.

	


TJF



TH







TJF

	8.

8.1.






8.2.







	Finances:

Account details:
Accounts shown as up to date – OPC currently has a Total @£10,035.27 (this is different to the AGAR report which is dated to 1 Apr 26).
Forecasts spend to end of the FY to include Garden Maintenance Contract and K6 Heritage Kiosk costs.

AGAR:
The AGAR return required additional clarification before it could be signed off by the local auditor. To ensure accuracy and adherence to submission deadlines, it was agreed that an out‑of‑committee meeting (minimum of three councillors) would be convened at a later date. An appendix to these minutes would be written outlining the outcomes and decisions arising from that meeting.

	















TJF

	9.

9.1.







9.2.
	Community Engagement Projects

K6 Heritage Kiosk:
All finances required for the project are in place, covering the removal and disposal of the existing kiosk, refurbishment of the plinth, purchase of the K6 Heritage Kiosk, and its installation. An MP grant opportunity has since been identified which may fund approximately half of these costs. Progress is therefore paused while the grant application is submitted and assessed.

Conservation area: No new information available from DCC on progress from last meeting.
Update from SH on dealing with Bryan Harris at DCC. The latest correspondence states that DCC have received the draft legal order back to serve the Article 4 Direction at the same time as the designation (this has previously been the cause of the delay). DCC have also consulted with the new elected members and hope to be in a position to proceed with the designation in the next few weeks.

	

	10.

10.1.


10.2.



10.3.


	A.O.B

New St George’s flag needs replacing. PL proposes buying a replacement for 2027 – seconded by TH.

Maypole ribbons may need replacing in future years. These are to be assessed prior to May 2027 and new ones purchased as required.

Request for Clerk to forward planning notifications for DCC to PL and SH.
	


PL





TJF



	11.

	Next Meeting:

The next meeting is on Tuesday 15 Sept 2026 @6.30 pm.
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Ovington Parish Council Chairman's Report
Ovington PC AGM 2nd June 2026
The last 12 months have seen some comings and goings in the Parish Council. On the departure side, we said goodbye to Nigel and Julie Parkes and Jo Harper. However, on the arrivals side we have been fortunate to have Taylor on board as both Parish Councillor and Clerk, as well as Tricia who has taken on an increasing role in keeping on top of Parish finances. I'm pleased to say that we also still have the benefit of Peter Levett, whose long experience as both an Ovingtonian and a Parish Councillor is invaluable,
I just want to place on record my thanks to everyone for their unstinting efforts and contributions over the last year. We do still remain a Councillor down from our full complement, but we're able to function and take forward the work of the Parish Council and its various projects and initiatives for the benefit of local residents.
On the subject of projects, the last year has seen the rollout of superfast broadband to most of the village, which was the culmination of a lot of time and effort by the previous Parish Council, led particularly by Nigel Parkes.
We are also continuing to progress the designation of the village as a Conservation Area. This has been a frustratingly slow and drawn-out process, but we are continuing to liaise with DCC and we're led to believe that everything is more or less in place and the designation is imminent - watch this space!
Linked with heritage issues, we’ve now successfully adopted the village's phone box, which BT had previously decommissioned. We’ve ordered a replacement red phone box to take its place which is ready for delivery and will be a much more traditional and attractive feature in the village than the current glass one. It will hopefully also provide a more permanent home for the village defibrillator. However, we've had to make separate arrangements to temporarily disconnect the electricity supply to enable the swap-over and this has delayed things somewhat.
We'll continue to work to see both the Conservation Area and the red phone box in place this year and look forward to progressing with this and the more routine responsibilities of the Parish Council in the months ahead.
Shaun Hanson.
Chair of Ovington Parish Council 2025/2026
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Ovington Parish Council Annual Meeting
Tuesday 2nd Jun 2026 at 6.30pm
Ovington Village Hall
Appendix to Serial 8.1 Finances
Minutes of Finance Meeting held on 24 Jun 2026
	

	Present:

Cllr Shaun Hanson (Chair), Cllr Trish Hanson (RFO), Cllr Taylor-Jayne Fox (Clerk)

	Action

	8.1.a


8.1.b




8.1.c




8.1.d




8.1.e
	The accounts for 2025/2026 were prepared by TH and agreed as correct by TJF.

The councillors agreed that because the annual accounts expenditure is less than £25,000 OPC is exempt from the limited assurance review under section 9 of the local audit regulations 2015. The AGAR Form 2 can therefore be signed.

The accounts and internal control records have been checked and approved by local resident, R Burt, who is experienced in carrying out this task. OPC wish to thank R Burt for his continued support.

The councillors agreed that there had been a sound system of internal control throughout the accounting period, which included two changes of RFO, and that the Annual Governance Statement could be signed.

The AGAR 2025/2026 would be displayed on the OPC noticeboard from 29 Jun 2026 for 30 working days until 10 Aug 2026. They will also be published on the Ovington website page.

	




















TJF
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	Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights

	Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026



The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and 
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (SI 234)
	1.	Date of announcement:  29 Jun 2026

	2.	Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounts to be audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2026 these documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to:

	         Taylor-Jayne Fox
         Ovington Parish Council
         Clerk
         Email: teesdaleovingtonparishclerk@gmail.com

		commencing on:  29 Jun 2026

	         and ending on:  10 Aug 2026

	3.	Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:

	· the opportunity to question the auditor about the accounts; and

	· the right to make objections to the accounts or any item in them. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the Authority. 

The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose during the inspection period at 2 above.

	4. The auditor’s limited assurance review is being conducted under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 and the National Audit Office’ Code of Audit Practice.  Your review is being carried out by:

Forvis Mazars LLP, The Corner, Bank Chambers, 26 Mosley Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF
Email: local.councils@mazars.co.uk 

	5.    This announcement is made by Cllr T Hanson, RFO, and Cllr TJ Fox, Clerk, Ovington Parish Council
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