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Minutes of a meeting of Bilsington Parish Council held at Bilsington Village Hall on
Thursday 26™" March 2026 at 7:00pm.

Present: Councillors; S Hudson (Chair), A Evans, L Lawson and R Thompson.
In attendance: Peter Setterfield, Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer.

Also present: ClIr B Barrett (KCC), Cllr L Harman (ABC) & P New (Neighbourhood
Watch).

Apologies for absence:

Clir M Bilham.

Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
Neighbourhood Watch:

Report attached.

Kent County Councillor’s Report:

Clir Barrett reported on the appalling condition of the roads and that it had been
estimated that it would cost in the region of £111 million to deal with all of the
potholes. To warrant an emergency repair of a pothole it needs to be in excess of
50mm deep these can be reported using the online tool or by phone on 0300 041
9191. New contractors are being used by Highways with effect from 15t May.

Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report:

Clir Harman reported on the proposals for the redevelopment of Elwick Place and
the former Odeon Cinema in the High Street referencing comments that had been
made on Social Media, the final designs for these are awaited.

Clir Harman recently met with Kent Highways manager regarding the state of the
B2067 in particular potholes, the manager drove the full length through from
Aldington to Hamstreet finding one that needed attention. All potholes are assessed
on a risk base approach to determine if repair is needed.

Public Participation:
There were o public submissions.
Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12" February 2026 were
submitted, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Planning Matters:
There were no planning applications to consider.
Finance:

Schedule of payments
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Staff costs February £488.31

Clerk’s expenses £16.85

Resolved: to authorise the payments in the schedule.
Audit:

The Parish Council is asked to confirm the appointment of Mr H J Hoad to undertake
the Independent Internal Audit for the financial year 2025/26.

Advice has been received that the Annual Governance Return has been extended to
cover compliance with data protection legislation, to this end all councillor’s should
have a dedicated email address for Parish Council business aside from personal
matters.

Resolved:

1. To appoint Mr H J Hoad to undertake the Independent Internal
Audit for the financial year 2025/26

2. To authorise the Clerk to establish individual councillor email
addresses through the Parish Council’s website domain.

Village Hall:

Recent activity at the hall has been the installation of the loft insulation, painting of
the wall at the back of the stage as well as a thorough clean of the outside of the
building and grounds.

Other Items for information:

The Village Sign has been repaired and is awaiting being put back in place, as the
post appears to be worn it has been agreed that a new oak post be sourced.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:25pm.



REPORT TO BILSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MARCH 2026.
All the matters of routine crime prevention remain the same,
however the war in the Middle East could lead to

FUEL THEFTS

1 Fuel syphoned at night from parked cars and vans.

2 Theft of fuel from parked HGVs

3 Theft of fuel from storage tanks ie. Farms and plus Farm
machinery.

4 Thefts of number plates to assist drive of thefts from garage
forecourts.

5. Theft of domestic heating oil from residential storage tanks.

A concern with my ex fire service head on is if a fuel shortage or
panic buying occurs people will purchase fuel in correct
containers but decant into wholly inappropriate plastic
containers and store them in vehicles, sheds and garages.

A simple shed fire suddenly becomes a napalm inferno.

| hope matters ease however costs may drive a crime trend and
we need to be alert, vigilant and ready.

ANIMAL CRIME

As Spring arrives, | will be running campaigns to warn and
highlight rural crimes for example dog attacks on sheep, sheep
worrying, and care around horses.

Sadly, itis not always visitors into the countryside but locals who
forget the basic rules.

Speed around roads where horses could be is a definite concern.

A selection of posters | will be using.



Are you a...

RESPONSIBLE

DOG OWNER?

Please keep your
dog on a lead.

*Worrying’ livestock is a crime
under the Dogs (Protection of

Protecting livestock W

)
1 If you are on agricultural land and
a dog you own or are in charge

- signage available e
Owners are urged to keep dogs p——
away from livestock, on a lead
near farm animals and be Sy,
aware of where their dogs are
at all times while on
countryside walks.
Property owners near fields where livestock are kept are also
asked to ensure their gardens are secure, so pets can’t escape.
The Rural Task Force has signage available for any Iivesto?
owners who have footpaths near their grazing fields. Conta
the team for more information.

If you see a dog worrying livestock,
please call the police on 999.




\ Please keep your
dog on a lead.

‘Worrying’ livestock is a crime
under the Dogs (Protection of
Livestock) Act 1953.

If you are on agricultural land and
| dog you own or are in charge

of attacks or chases livestock

in a way that may cause injury,

suffering or loss, you could be

prosecuted, fined and ordered

to pay compensation.

If you see a dog worrying livestock,
please call the police on 999.

Under the Animals Act 1971, a person acting to
protect livestock may be able to kill or injure a

dog, without incurring any criminal or civil liability, if he
or she believes it is worrying livestock.
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LAMBING SEASON

PLEASE WALK YOUR DOG RESPONSIBLY

Keep to footpaths

Keep dogs on Ieadsg e
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Rural roads are
not racetracks

Whatever road you drive on,
remember who you share the
road with. Always drive at a safe
speed for the road conditions
and never exceed speed limits.

-
T
v

©

’
-

10

SLOW

ORSES ARE UNPREDICTABLE.

bSING HORSES WIDE AND SLOW CAN PREVERALT
E DEATH OF DRIVERS, RIDERS AND HORSE
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In the wild a horse is a ‘prey’ animal, that is they are
DINNER and have therefore developed a fright/flight
response to anything that scares or startles them
(known as spooking).

A horse’s natural response to something that
spooks them is to run, kick out or spin and look.

No matter how well they are trained, occasionally
nature takes over. If it makes you jump, it will make
a horse jump - that bird suddenly erupting from a
tree could be a tiger!

A horse can spook sideways at up to 50mph.

A horse can beat many road legal vehicles at
0-30mph.
A horse’s back legs can kick out a surprisingly
long way.

SO...

When passing (from front or behind) slow to 10mph.
If you are approaching a horse head on at 30mph
and that horse spooks, that is an impact speed of

80mph!

Cyclists - please call out if approaching from
behind, a voice is less scary (especially if riding into
the wind, when even the horse may not hear you).

A carriage should be classed as a LONG vehicle.

Please look at the rider. If they are asking you to
stop or slow, they are doing it for a reason
(they are NOT waving!).

@

PASS WIDE & SLOW
AWARENESS RIDE/DRIVES

What is Pass
Wide and Slow?

Pass Wide And Slow is a Facebook

group set up to encourage and
educate drivers how to pass
horses safely on the road.

MYTH BUSTERS -

Drivers may say: A

Horses shouldn't be on the road -
why not? b

Should ride in the fields -
Fields are privately owned, and to get to
any that allow us to ride in, or bridleways,
WE HAVE TO USE THE ROADS.

L

You don’t pay road tax - neither do you!
Road tax was abolished in 1937.
Vehicle emission tax also n't
apply to bicycles, classic s

vintago. cars, i c

e ar p?g,a\bly more
tht.yl\ld than cars!

.

Only toffee-nosed, l;ich.’u;luod people own
and/or ride horses riders come from all walks
of life - nurses, lbrry drivers, police officers,
shop wd‘k,rs - to name but a few.

THESE ARE ALL OPINIONS! -
which have been often expressed
to horse riders!

PLEASE REMEMBER,

The riders are all someone’s mum, dad,
son, daughter, brother or sister.
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Are you lnsul&? =T
horses insured

The horse is a member of their family.
Don’t leave a ghost behind.




10mph

Slow down to a maximum
of 10mph.

Be
patient

| won't sound my horn or
rev my engine.

Pass
wide

Pass the horse wide and
slow (if safe to do so), at
least a 2 metres if possible




Be visible — wear high vis clothing. A
tabard or vest and leg bands for your horse.
Use appropriate hand signals — make
sure drivers know where you are
planning to go.

Observe your horse - if your horse
shows signs of stress, try to pull over to
give your horse time to settle.

Thank drivers — a nod or wave to a
driver encourages people to continue to
take care around horses.

Think ahead - plan your route and let
somebody know where you are going.
Consider the conditions — avoid roads
in poor visibility, weather or heavy

~ traffic/roadworks.



As reported previously | am watching for fly tipping in rural areas
and was surprised to find by total accident that the Ashfor Tip is
open with a limited booking service.

Thank you, all for your support as always.
Peter

Peter New
Community Neighbourhood Watch



