


WROXETER & UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
on the 14th September at 7:30pm
Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club, Uppington
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present:  Councillors Miss V Amos, Mr B Nelson, Mrs J Davies, Mr T Sparrow, Mr M Millington, 
                 Mr K Rowlands, Mr I Sherwood 
 
     In attendance: Mr A Gough (Clerk) and 6 members of the public.   
  
1. PUBLIC SESSION
      A resident raised an issue with an overgrown hedge at the coppice in Wroxeter, it is believed that this is the responsibility of English Heritage. It was RESOLVED that the clerk would contact English Heritage to check if they are responsible for maintaining the hedgerow. 

      The issue of the hedgerow at Brookside which is overgrown was also raised. This has been discussed previously at Parish Council meetings. The hedgerow is the responsibility of Home Plus. At a previous meeting a local resident had offered to cut back the hedgerow, but this had not happened. The options available are either Home Plus cut it back or residents find someone to undertake the work. Residents said they would speak to Home Plus.

      A resident raised a concern regarding a property called The Hayloft in Wroxeter that his property faces. A large structure had been built, and he was concerned that planning permissions had not been granted. The Parish Council had received an email from planning at Shropshire Council saying that they were investigating the structure. The resident was aware of this investigation and had tried to find out more from the Council. It was RESOLVED that the clerk would contact planning at Shropshire Council to try and get an update on the investigation.    

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            Councillor S. Coleman

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS & DISPENSATION 	REQUESTS
	No Declarations

1. MINUTES 
       	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 13th July 2026.

1. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
4. Uppington Play Area
The repairs at Uppington Play Area have now been completed. An invoice will be sent to both the Parish Council and residents at Uppington who agreed to pay half the cost for the repairs.       

1. NATIONAL TRUST
Nick Harris, General Manager and Stephen Armstrong, Estate Manager attended the meeting to talk about work taking place at Attingham Park and to give an update on the development of the Outdoor Hub. Nick reported that the summer had been a busy time for the estate with high visitor numbers, 93% came from the local area. He said that to try and deal with the number of visitors, particularly in the run up to Christmas, the Trust would be introducing a ticketing system so that it could control the number of vehicles accessing and leaving the Park. This will be in operation from the end of November until 3rd January 2027.  

The Parish Council asked about the development of the Outdoor Hub now that it has been given the go-ahead. Nick explained that the Trust is still waiting for permissions to start the work. The Parish Council stated that it would like to be involved in discussions regarding the development particularly in respect to the ongoing issues at Norton Crossroads. Whilst the concerns about the speed of traffic at the crossroads have been raised many times, the Parish Council is also concerned that events held at the Hub may lead to queues forming and motorists parking inconsiderately and blocking access for residents. Nick reassured the Parish Council that it would be involved in discussions regarding the development of the Hub and would invite residents to make comments as well.

The Parish Council also raised the issue of flooding at the farm near Norton Crossroads. This issue has been reported many times. The wet winters have meant that flooding has become more frequent. Stephen Armstrong explained there was a pit which takes rainwater, mainly from the road junction, but it gets ‘silted up’ and needs to be emptied. He was unsure when it was last emptied but said he would investigate what condition the pit was in and see if it is still fit for purpose. 

1. REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR 
           The financial situation at Shropshire Council continues to be of grave concern. The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) External Assurance Review May 2026 is available online. This looks at our financial sustainability and risks. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a7ed50f92ec93e1e03299c6/Shropshire_External_Assurance_Review_2026.pdf
 
            These matters will influence the level of Council Tax that is paid next year so it’s important for all residents to follow developments
 
            Highways
            Please continue to report potholes, faulty streetlights, fly tipping, overspilling bins or other highways issues on Fix My Street that way the number and complexity can be monitored. If you don’t see them repaired within 3 months, please contact Councillor Coleman with the reference number so that it can be raised with highways officers.
 
           Shropshire and Wrekin Fire Authority
           The Open Days in August were another huge success this year. The wildfires this summer have taken a great toll on our fire service who have fought many across Shropshire as well as helping other services n Kidderminster and South Wales.  We have several firefighters in our local community and with the anniversary of September 11th last week we all remember the bravery of firefighters, police and all emergency services in New York on that terrible day.
 
            Halloween - have fun but remember that behind the scenes there are firefighters across our county ready to respond if they're needed.
 
  
1. FINANCIAL MATTERS

7.  It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments made between meetings:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P20-2026/27
	ICO
	Renewal 
	£47.00

	P21-2026/27
	Hugo Fox
	Website Hosting - Subscription 
	£11.99

	P22-2026/27
	Hugo Fox
	Email Address - Subscription
	£11.99

	P23-2026/27
	A Gough
	Salary - August
	£248.96


                  
                   b)  To approve invoices for payment by online banking:
                         It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments to be made by online banking:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P24-2026/27
	A Gough
	Salary - September
	£248.96

	P25-2026/27
	A Gough 
	Expenses – Aug. – Sept. 
	£24.17


            

c) To note income received:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	R3-2026/27
	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	£526.00



1. PLANNING MATTERS 
Proposed Residential Barn Conversion West of Donnington Farm, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
The Parish Council has previously raised concerns about the traffic at the junction with the B4380. Whilst the Parish Council welcomed the work that has been undertaken by the developers to address some of the concerns of residents, the Parish Council has asked for further clarification in respect of the proposed highway work and lane, in particular to the funding and permissions required to undertake this work. 

The meeting was attended by residents from Donnington who reiterated their concerns regarding the highway issues and what level of funding it would take to do the proposed improvements.  
			
1. CORRESPONDENCE
                  None

1. PARISH MATTERS
      None 

1. Employment Matters
This item was deferred until the next meeting when the Chair will put forward a proposal regarding the Clerks increment and salary increase.  
   
1. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 9th November, 7.30 at Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club     

      The meeting was declared closed at 20:40


Signed (Chairman)……………………………………………………	Date……………




