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Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of Lilleshall Parish Council held at 7.00pm, Wednesday 27th May 2015, at Lilleshall Memorial Hall. 
PRESENT:  Councillors: A Baker, C Baker, H Broadbent, K Cherrington, P Millard, B Taylor and J Taylor
STAFF:       C Binnington, Interim Clerk
There were 13 members of the public present

·    Chair’s welcome
   Councillor Andrew Baker welcomed all present and gave a brief update on the purpose of the  
   meeting.

·    Apologies
   None

·    Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
   None received.

·    To consider the following planning applications:
   Resolved – to suspend the meeting to allow the residents of Lilleshall to comment on the 
   following applications regarding The Croft, Lilleshall:

  TWC/2014/0434 
          M Shanks & Family, Land adjacent The Croft, Church Road, Lilleshall, Shropshire 
          Outline application for the erection 6no. dwellings and 2no. bungalows
          AMENDED DESCRIPTION AND PLANS RECEIVED

   The planning application was previously objected to by the former Lilleshall, Donnington &
   Muxton Council for the following reasons:

· The proposed development is on a green field site. 
· Enhanced risk of flooding due to a natural soak away being replaced with concrete and tarmac.   
· Poor infrastructure in that the school is already oversubscribed and there is no shop as stated in the design and access statement and scoring matrix. 
· Lilleshall was originally removed from Key Settlement status due to the lack of sustainability but despite nothing changing in the village it has suddenly become sustainable. 
· The Church is classed as a Grade 1 listed building and this development would detract from the inward and outward view of the Church. There are historical links between the Church and the Abbey and despite the Heritage Statement stating the development would not affect this, the   only way you could still see the Abbey from the Church is if you stood on the bench in the Church Grounds such are the proposed elevations of the site.
· There would be severe parking issues along Church Road especially when the Church is being used for weddings, funerals or community events. The road is narrow and this would exacerbate the problem with current traffic safety issues. 
· Large vehicles such as buses cannot pass each other at present meaning that sometimes one vehicle has to reverse back along the road to a wider point.  Also the proposed access is next to a bus stop.
· The development would alter the character of Church Road completely and remove two of the nicest meadows from the village. 
· An investigation should be carried out to ensure whether or not the stone walls in Church Road are not protected through heritage or listed. 
· There are already 28 dwellings either under construction or approved within the centre of the village over the last two years. Also in the Ward of Lilleshall over 250 dwellings are already waiting for approval. 

          In addition to the above, 3 further objections were raised as follows:

a) The area of Lilleshall is now exempt from key settlement status.
b) The planning application shows a private road which service vehicles would be unable to reverse into, therefore causing obstruction on a regular basis from waste vehicles blocking the road.
c) The recent rural housing survey  indicated that there was a requirement for 4 dwellings, 6 were constructed, however these were difficult to find tenants who had local connections and the houses are included in the proposed plans.

          In addition to the points raised, residents mentioned that Arriva Bus Company have raised 
          concerns that the 481 bus regularly finds Church Road obstructed particularly by people using 
          the church resulting in the driver having to leave the vehicle to request drivers move their 
          vehicles.  Consequently any additional housing is likely to compound the situation.

          Proposed by Councillor Carol Baker, Seconded by Councillor Millward
         Resolved that the Committee object to this planning application for the 3 reasons outlined  
         and for the Clerk to notify Telford & Wrekin Council Planning Department of the objections

  TWC/2014/0532 
         M Shanks & Family, Land adjacent The Croft, Church Road, Lilleshall, Shropshire 
         Outline application for the erection of 12no. dwellings and 2no. bungalows
         AMENDED DESCRIPTION AND PLANS RECEIVED
 
· The proposed development is on a green field site. 
· Enhanced risk of flooding due to a natural soak away being replaced with concrete and tarmac. These have not been addressed. 
· Poor infrastructure in that the school is already oversubscribed and there is no shop as stated in the design and access statement and scoring matrix. 
· Lilleshall was originally removed from Key Settlement status due to the lack of sustainability but despite nothing changing in the village it has suddenly become sustainable. 
· The inward view of the listed buildings opposite would be detrimental. 
· There would be severe parking issues along Church Road when the Church is being used for weddings, funerals or community events. The road is narrow and this would exacerbate the problem with current traffic safety issues. Large vehicles such as buses cannot pass each other at present meaning that sometimes one vehicle has to reverse back along the road to a wider point. The entrance has been moved on the amended application but this is now in what is considered to be a more dangerous location having narrow sloping footpath adjacent to listed buildings. It is the steepest and narrowest part of the road approaching the brow of the hill. 
· Plant and Heavy Goods Vehicles during the construction period would cause major traffic and road safety issues. The two listed buildings opposite would be severely affected by the vibration from these vehicles. 
· The overhead high voltage cables would have to be moved. 
· Are there contingency plans in place to finish the development should the developer become bankrupt or suffer financial difficulties? 
· The development would alter the character of Church Road completely and remove two of the nicest meadows from the village and the view over the valley toward the Abbey. 
· The whole proposed development has been poorly thought out. There is a considerable problem of the site elevation being higher than the road and the listed buildings opposite. 
· The Ecological survey was carried out during a time when most species of wildlife would be hibernating. 
· What impact will there be on the two listed buildings opposite the proposed site with the Radon Gas during the removal of the soil from the site? 
· No consideration has been given to the accessibility for emergency vehicles such as fire engines and ambulances. 
· There are already 28 dwellings either under construction or approved within the centre of the village over the last two years.

          In addition to the above, 3 further objections were raised as follows:

a) The area of Lilleshall is now exempt from key settlement status.
b) The planning application shows a private road which service vehicles would be unable to reverse into, therefore causing obstruction on a regular basis from waste vehicles blocking the road.
c) The recent rural housing survey  indicated that there was a requirement for 4 dwellings, 6 were constructed, however these were difficult to find tenants who had local connections and the Parish Council was asked to assist, which raises the questions to why additional affordable are included in the proposed plans.

          Proposed by Councillor Carol Baker, Seconded by Councillor Millward
          Resolved that the Committee object to this planning application for the 3 reasons outlined  
          and for the Clerk to notify Telford & Wrekin Council Planning Department of the objections.

·    Date of next meeting
   Full Council Meeting – Monday 1st June 2015
       Planning Meeting - TBA

  Meeting closed at 7.35pm

