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THE DRAGOIN

December 2024 / January 2025

Welcome to your monthly round up of news/events in Ogbourne St George.

Christmas Lights Switch On — 5-9pm - Sunday 1 December

The Parish Council and Village Hall Committee
are pleased to invite everyone to the annual
lighting of our Village Christmas Tree from
5:00pm on Sunday 1 December at the Village Hall.

Enjoy a complimentary glass of mulled wine (plus
a tasty children’s version) and a mince pie.

The Village Hall will run a cash bar serving
bottled lagers, cider, wine, non-alcoholic and soft
drinks plus nibbles.

Doors open at 5pm, and we’ll start with our
unmissable Christmas jumper competition for
adults and children.

The tree will be lit up at 5.30pm. That will be followed by some rousing
Christmas Carols, and we are delighted that Ramsbury Silver Band will be
there to accompany us. Please bring any spare change as they welcome
donations.

The Hall will stay open until 9pm for you all to continue the festivities and
enjoy a catch up and some social time with friends and villagers.

If you would like to donate mince pies, sausage rolls or other sweet / savoury
festive treats for us all to share on the night, then these will be very welcome.
They can be dropped off at the Hall from 4.30pm.

Children remain the responsibility of parents at all times. And remember
your torches.

We look forward to seeing you there.



Ogbourne School wins National Read-Aloud Challenge

Head of School, Mrs Crump writes: We are very proud of everyone who
took part in the 'National Read-Aloud Challenge'. It has just been
announced that we have won the small schools’ category for 2024! Well
done to everyone who participated! We received the below message from
Fonetti, the challenge organisers.

“We are thrilled to congratulate you on being the winner for the small
school category in the National Read-Aloud Challenge! With over 550
registered schools and 10,000 children participating, this is no small
achievement — you and your students should feel incredibly proud.

Throughout the challenge, we were particularly impressed with the level of
independent reading and how engaged the children were. In a time when
at-home reading engagement is considered to be at an all-time low, it’s
wonderful to see your students embracing the joy of reading so
wholeheartedly.

As the small school winner, we have the pleasure of welcoming you to the
National Read-Aloud Challenge Awards Ceremony on 16 January 2025,
hosted by our brand ambassador, Clare Balding CBE, at Amazon’s London
HQ. We would like to invite two teachers and two of your most active
children to attend this exciting event.”

Mrs Ramsden writes: We are also delighted to have won a grant to buy a
class's worth of ukuleles. This means we will be able to offer a ukulele club
and teach the uke in some classes' music lessons. The ukulele is a fabulous,
easy instrument - if you learn 4 chords, you can play thousands of songs -
so we are thrilled to bits about this. If any parents play and would like to
come in and help, Mrs Ramsden would be grateful. Please let her know.
Look out for more information in the next few weeks.

Mobile Library

The Mobile Library Route S will stop at Liddiards Green / High Street
from 10.00-10.30am on 26 December 2024 and in 2025, 23 January, 20
February, 20 March, 17 April, 15 May.



Community Carol Singing — 20 December

Ogbourne PSA is holding a carol singing event for children on Friday 20
December, leaving Ogbourne School at 4.30pm to bring some festive joy to
our community. The carol singers will grace you with a couple of songs
before moving on. We are aware that not everyone may want a visit, so with
that in mind, please contact Rachel if you would like a visit from us, so we
can arrange singing stops ahead of time. We will collect money for the
Ogbourne PSA to support the school, and whilst donations are greatly
appreciated, they are not compulsory as we will happily visit to raise
Christmas spirits. Please contact Rachel on rstannard @ogbourne.excalibur.
org.uk or 07545 445425 by 6 December to request a singing stop.

Church Christmas Decorating — 21 December

We will be decorating Ogbourne Church for Christmas on Saturday 21
December from 10.30am — everyone is welcome.

Bell Ringing at the Church

If you have been enjoying hearing the peal of church bells courtesy of our
local team of bellringers on Thursday evenings, then how about joining
them? They have a team of five and two experienced teachers, and they
would love to add more people to this. Practice sessions take place on
Thursday evenings. If you would like to know more then please contact
Mike Clarke on 07879 236199.

Village Plant Stall

Ogbourne St George Church would like to say a massive thank you to
Carol Manos and everyone who has donated to or bought anything from
the plant stall this year. The stall raised £730, which is amazing.

100 Club

The winners are selected using a random number generator, so all numbers
have an equal chance of winning each month.

October: ~ Winner — G Crawshaw. Runner Up — V MacDonald
November: Winner — R Burrowbridge.  Runner Up — R Lacaille

We still have some numbers available. As two draws have now taken place,
any remaining numbers are now £10. If you would like a number please
email laayres @talk21.com
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Upcoming Church Services

1 Dec, Advent Sunday, 10.00am, Cafe Church

8 Dec, Advent 2, 8.30am, Holy Communion (BCP)
15 Dec, Advent 3, 10.30am, Zoom Service
22 Dec, Advent 4, 4.00pm, Carol Service
24 Dec, Christmas Eve, 4.00pm, Christingle Service;

9.00pm, Communion by Candlelight

25 Dec, Christmas Day, 10.00am, Christmas Service
29 Dec, Christmas 1, 10.30am, Benefice Communion in Chiseldon

5 Jan, The Epiphany, 10.00am, Cafe Church
12 Jan, Epiphany 1, 8.30am, Holy Communion (BCP)
19 Jan, Epiphany 2, 10.30am Zoom Service
26 Jan, Epiphany 3, 5.00pm, Evensong (BCP)

Autumn Church Maintenance Morning

Thank you to all the volunteers who turned up at the church last month for
the autumn maintenance morning. The team was lucky with the weather
again and lots of tasks were completed inside and out.

Chiseldon Local History Group

There is no meeting in December. The next meeting is on Wednesday 15
January 2025 in the Church Hall, Butts Rd, SN4 ONN at 7.30 p.m. on “The
Charge of the Light Brigade”, presented by Chris Scott.

Message from the Editor

The Dragon will take a short break in January 2025. As Editor I would like
to thank everyone who has sent in news, contributions and feedback during
2024. Thank you to our hard-working Parish Councillors for their
continuing support and to Tim for the excellent production and printing.
Thanks also to the brilliant team of reliable local volunteers who deliver it
to your homes throughout the year, come rain or shine, to Abi and family,
Dave and Dilys, Keith, Louise and Ashley, Nick and family, Sam, and last
but definitely not least, to Kevin for all those trudges up Bytham Road! I
couldn’t do it without you all.

To include your village news in The Dragon, please write to the Editor,
Claire Heald, on osgdragon22 @ gmail.com
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