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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING
Monday 18th December 2017, at 7.30 pm, held at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre
~~
Councillors present:
HURSTBOURNE TARRANT PARISH COUNCIL

Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council Draft Minutes 		May 2017 to Apr 2018
4
Copies of Parish Council minutes may be accessed on the village website: www.hbt.org.uk 
Ian Kitson (IK)(Chairman), 
Mark Thomas (MT)(Vice Chairman), 
Louisa Russell (LR), 
David Sullivan (DS), 
Mark Betteridge (MB) 
Miriam Edwards (ME)(Clerk).


100.	Apologies for absence
100.1	Apologies were received from County Councillor Kirsty Locke, Borough Councillor Peter Giddings and Councillor Jamie Williams.

101.	Public Participation
101.1	17 members of the public attended.  There were no matters raised by the public

102.	Actions arising from previous minutes of meeting 20th November 2017
102.1	Horseshoe Lane public meeting – Councillor Russell updated that an email had been sent to residents and a meeting was hoped by be held in January 2018.  In progress.
102.2	Second Speed Indicator Device – Councillor Betteridge advised that he had taken delivery of the second SID and the post for it had been installed by TVBC.  It was now ready to be put in place.  Completed.
102.3	Village Design Statement – Councillor Williams was not present, so no update.  In progress.
102.4	HTCC bollards – Councillor Kitson confirmed the installation of the bollards was complete and he had arranged to hand over the keys to the HTCC Trustees. Completed.
102.5	Community engagement – Councillor Thomas updated that the first Parish Council newsletter had been printed and was ready to deliver to all residents.  Unfortunately, nowhere suitable could be found in Upton to hold a Parish Council meeting, so it was hoped to organise an informal meeting at The Crown PH, which the landlady had agreed to in principle, once a mutually convenient date was agreed.  This would then be advertised to Upton residents to invite them to attend.  ME to action/arrange.
102.6	HBeeT – Councillor Thomas reported plenty of positive feedback about this idea, and that the list of initiatives had gone beyond the proposed 18 for 2018.  It was agreed to set up a Working Party to organise and progress the initiatives.  MT to action.

103.	Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th November 2017
103.1	The minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 20th November 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

104.	Declarations of Interest

104.1	None

105.	Community Speedwatch report

105.1	Nothing further to report from Councillor Betteridge other than the SID update.

106. 	Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre quarterly report

106.1	Mrs Susie Hoare gave a very brief quarterly update on the HTCC, having previously circulated the full report which was widely available on Facebook, the website, in the Parish Magazine and via the email distribution list.  Councillor Kitson requested a formal thank you to Mrs Hoare for her dedication and continued hard work was minuted.

107.	Proposal to establish Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Fund

107.1	Councillor Thomas outlined an idea, in similar nature to the Stoke Village Fund, to raise monies for assisting the community, either as a whole or individuals.  Examples were children’s tea parties, Swifts, a Christmas lunch, Scout projects, etc.  Councillor Sullivan agreed with the idea, describing a recent incident where a local family couldn’t afford to visit a relative in hospital, and perhaps this type of fund could have assisted them.
	Councillor Kitson proposed a Working Party to gather more information.  Councillor Betteridge suggested identifying anyone who was already part of a trust or similar fund (possibly the Rev Lewis).  MT to investigate further and report back.

108.	TVBC Community Governance Review

108.1	Councillor Kitson updated members regarding his meeting with the Vernham Dean Parish Council chairman, Mr Richard Winch.  Options discussed were Upton, which was divided into both parishes, and Linkenholt, which was only a Parish Meeting but struggling for members.  The first review is open until 29th January 2018.  It was proposed to attempt to obtain Upton residents’ views prior to this at an open meeting in the village, but neither Vernham Dean or Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Councils were proactively seeking to change anything at that time.

109.	Correspondence

109.1	The list of correspondence had previously been circulated.  Of note, the Clerk mentioned the minutes of the Test Valley Association of Parish and Town Council AGM on 23rd November, which the Chairman and Mr Baker had attended.  This covered the Community Governance Review, and also an update on Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levies (CIL), and reported that drop in sessions would be held in January and February for guidance of how Councils can apply for these monies. 
109.2	An application to modify the definitive map above Upper Ibthorpe Farm had been made by the Andover Ramblers’ Association, based on the old Tithe map.  It was suggested that a footpath and a restricted byway should be reinstated.  However, the Maps Review Officer was currently reviewing applications from 2008, so it was anticipated that this matter would take years to be dealt with. 
109.3	An email had been received from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau with results from a community survey regarding rural Post Office usage and closures.  Councillor Thomas queried if there had been any update on the closure of the HBT Post Office at the Dean Stores and whether any replacement site had been identified.  The Clerk had not heard any further update from the Post Office and would query this with them.

110.	Planning Applications

110.1	Only one planning application had been received for the Parish, the review date for which had expired prior to the meeting.    
	
	17/02917/FODN
	22/11/17
	Forestry details of 17/01003/FONN for track improvements and new track construction.  Doles and Rag Copse Rags Copse Lane Hurstbourne Tarrant Andover Hampshire SP11 0DG.  Mr Robert Liles.


 
111.	Councillors’ Reports

111.1	Councillor Russell:
· the new play equipment on KGV field was proving a huge success.
· the Headteacher of HBT Primary School, Mr Chris Brooks-Martin, was leaving at the end of term, and the current Deputy, Mr Gareth Dee, had been appointed as the new Head to take over in the new term beginning January 2018.  The Parish Council wished Mr Brooks-Martin all the very best in his new headship, and requested this be minuted.
· the Swifts meetings had continued monthly since starting up in March.  The Christmas buffet the previous week (as a result of generous donations) had seen lower attendance owing to the inclement weather.  The book exchange had not proved particularly popular, but other ideas were being sought. Cllr Russell wished to thank Mrs Susie Hoare for her hard work in organising the meetings every month.
111.2	Councillor Thomas:
· HBeeT – see minute 102.6
· Spring Clean – working parties organised for Saturday 3rd March 2018 – coincides with the Great British Spring Clean weekend, and would be in the same 3 locations (Dene Green, Church Street and Ibthorpe), headed by Mr Rupert Conder/Mr Gary Edwards, Cllr Thomas, and Mr David Baker/Cllr Russell respectively.
· Community engagement – the results of the questionnaire were in, and although all suggestions had been marked down as important, the newsletter, Upton engagement, stand at the Village Show and welcome pack had come top.  Cllr Thomas circulated a draft of the welcome pack/directory index page as a starting point for ideas for inclusion. Councillor Sullivan explained that the previous version of the welcome pack had been designed for the Village Agent to use as a signposting tool, and it was ideal for the VA to ‘own’ the document and make changes in real time.  Mr Baker stated that the old document had been on the website since its inception but was not really used. A member of the public who said they had recently moved to the Parish said they would have found such a document extremely useful.  MT to populate and take forward.  
111.3  Councillor Sullivan:
· drainage improvement – the Painters had been grateful for the Council’s thanks regarding the installation of a new drain at Upper Ibthorpe Farm.  Cllr Sullivan’s intention was to dig out the silted-up bridges at the Pumping Station track heading north, when a digger was available.
111.4	Councillor Kitson:
· the meeting with Kit Malthouse MP regarding the downgrading of the A343 had been cancelled and was to be rescheduled
· a meeting had been attended at TVBC regarding the Goodman’s appeal, and the Parish Council had submitted its views to the Planning Inspectorate.  It appeared that the appeal may be withdrawn, and the other occupier on the site may adhere to the restrictions.  The matter is still ongoing.
· Provost Hill – dangerous overtaking on the A343 north out of the village past the Dean Stores and beyond.  A near miss had been reported by a motorist turning into the dwelling known as Provost Hill.  Cllr Kitson had reported this to Cllr Kirsty Locke, HCC, but was awaiting an update.
· Dean Rise tree growth – enquiries revealed this was the responsibility of Aster Housing so any pruning may be more difficult to achieve than had it been down to TVBC
· A list of the Parish Council achievements was circulated for all to see, which was agreed to be very impressive.  This would be put onto the Facebook page, website and into the Parish Magazine if space allowed.
· Cllr Kitson and Cllr Thomas had cut back the hedges at the allotments, which was part of the last risk assessment
· Cllr Kitson had filled in more potholes at the HTCC.

112.	Clerk’s report
112.1	The Clerk updated that the HTCC trustees had made a donation of £200 towards the              installation of the bollards to prevent unauthorised vehicular access onto the KGV field.  Mrs Susie Hoare was thanked for organising this.
112.2	TVBC would be sending out invitations to parishes to attend ‘funding surgeries’ which would be an opportunity for parish councillors to discuss their aspirations for any specific projects and ask questions about CIL monies and other forms of community funding.  The surgeries would take place as 4 drop-in sessions in February and March 2018, across the borough. 
112.3	The Clerk sought the authority of the Council to fund training for the Certificate in Local Council Administration, at a cost of £340 + VAT.  In order for a Council to gain the General Power of Competence, the Clerk has to have this qualification.  More generally, CiLCA qualified officers may also help to raise standards in the council and the wider sector.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should undertake this training. 
112.4	The Clerk reported that enquiries had been made with The Crown in Upton regarding a community meeting, and that 17th January had been agreed with the licensee.  All members found that date acceptable.  Once confirmed with the pub, the meeting will be advertised and arranged. ME to deal.
113.	Annual Review of Hurstbourne Tarrant FOI Publication Scheme
113.1	No amendments were deemed necessary other than to update the contact details for the new Clerk and the Chairman
114.	Annual review of Hurstbourne Tarrant Complaints Procedure
114.1	No amendments were deemed necessary other than to update the contact details for the new Clerk and the Chairman.
115.	Budget Planning for 2018/19
115.1	The plan discussed at the meeting on 20th November was unanimously agreed, including the application for a rise in the precept to £15,300, and authorisation for the Chairman to sign and submit the precept decision notice to TVBC in January. The following annual subscriptions were approved:	
1. HPFA annual subscription 		£40
2. Fields in Trust				£50
3. HALC/NALC annual membership fees	£286
4. SLCC membership fee			£72
5. CPALC membership fee			£25

A nil increase in the clerk’s salary for the financial year 2018/19, set using the national pay scale LC1 SCP 20 @ £10.39/hr as recommended in national pay scales published on 1st April 2016, was also agreed, unless the CiLCA qualification was achieved within that timescale, when on successful completion, and subject to satisfactory performance, the Council would look to increase the Clerk’s salary to £11.04/hr.

116.	Next Meeting 15th January 2018

116.1	The next Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 15th January 2018 at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre. 
Forward plan agenda items:
· Financial report for Q3 2017/18
· Annual review of regular contracts

117.	Disbursements

117.1	The following cheques were presented for signature:

Number	Payee				Expenditure			Amount
1303		D R Baker			Salary Dec			£      131.38
1304		HM Revenue & Customs	PAYE				£        87.60
1305		M J Edwards			Salary Dec			£      490.00
1306		HM Revenue & Customs 	PAYE				£      154.34
1307		HALC				2 course fees			£      180.00
1308		D R Baker 			Consumables			£      216.41
1309		Kitson Recycling Ltd		HTCC bollards			£     1250.81
1310		Pandora Technologies Ltd	2nd SID				£     2730.00
1311		David Page			HTCC bollards installation	£       390.00
1312		HCC				Quarterly rental tennis court	£         12.50
1313		M J Edwards			CPALC annual membership	£         22.50
1314		M J Edwards			Printing (newsletter & flyer)	£         78.00
1315		Business Stream		Allotments water Apr-Nov	£         45.54

Total to be authorised	 £ 5789.08

(* cheque no. 1312 to HCC for the quarterly tennis court rental was issued in error, making the new total to be authorised £5,776.58)


The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

At the close of the meeting, Councillor Mark Betteridge tendered his resignation from the Parish Council.  Mr Rupert Conder thanked Councillor Betteridge for all his efforts and his involvement with the Community Speed Watch, and wished him all the best on behalf of the community as a whole.  Mr Conder also thanked the Parish Council as a whole for the year’s work.  	

Signed………………………………………………………		Date:………………
			Chairman


