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FH‘IA—_‘ H'i]” at As we head into our 21st vear as

RBenenden | custodians of this beauniful old pub, we
would like to extend a huge thank you 1o
our team, patrons & family for supporting
The Bull at Renenden through some very
memorable times! We raise a glass 1o our
dear departed & look forward to all that

2025 may bring. Cheers all!

A woerm welcome awaits!

Y 240 054 . 07729 353 541 . TNIT 4DE . @bullbenenden
enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co_uk

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE
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Editorial

It’s always slightly strange writing the editorial for the first issue of a new year - when here | am
putting pen to paper just before Christmas in front of a rather lovely little tree - but it’s actually
quite nice looking forward to the prospect of the days starting to stay lighter for longer. 'm a
paper diary user and, oh, joy, the thrill of opening a crisp and empty diary and putting in birthdays
and holidays and reminders of when to plant and prune. Joining these will be my resolution
reminders, because I’'m taking Peter Massey’s advice to make a few fun and realistic new year
resolutions (Talking Point page 7). I’'m hopeless, as every year | make the same resolution - take
more exercise - and of course | don’t really achieve it. But, | promise myself yet again, | will in 2025
(yeah, right!). Much more achievable is to ‘count my blessings’ and ‘not to stress the small stuff’.

Let me start by counting the magazine’s blessings which, dear reader, includes you, as you are

not only why the volunteer magazine team beavers away every month to produce this publication,
you are also the source of all the news, articles and stunning cover images. We also very much
appreciate the tremendous support we receive from advertisers because that income covers our
printing costs. Hopefully you agree that the magazine is a great way to share (almost) all that’s
going on across the village and our wonderful team of distributors are tireless in making sure
that you receive your free copy every month.An enormous thank you to you all and especially

to Dick and Marilyn Hill, who coordinate the distribution team and portion out the copies for
them all before heaving them into the church ready to be collected.

Finally, what is the ‘small stuff’ that | will endeavour not to stress over in 2025? Hmmm. Slugs
eating my tender shoots! Mice eating the strawberries just as they ripen! Moles having a whale
of a time up and down the garden! I'll remind myself these don’t matter a jot compared to what’s
going in the wider world and count my blessings.

Ruth Clark, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,

Treasurer: Charles Trollope, Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371

Printed by The Wealden Advertiser Ltd, Cowdens Close, Hawkhurst, Kent 1



Village Calendar

January

Saturday 4
Saturday 4
Sat 4-Sun 5

Sunday 5
Friday 10
Saturday 11
Sat I'I-Sun 12

Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
Saturday 18
Sat 18-Sun 19

Monday 20
Tuesday 21
Saturday 25

Saturday 25
Sunday 26

Tuesday 28
Tuesday 28
Tuesday 28

Benenden Players, The Great Revue, Benenden Village Hall, 7pm
Cornhole Tossing, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Learn to Prune your Apple Trees, Standen Street Community Orchard,
Iden Green, |0am

Benenden Players, The Great Revue, Benenden Village Hall, 2pm
Allotment Association and Gardening Club Quiz, Benenden Village Hall, 7pm
Skittles, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Learn to Prune your Apple Trees, Standen Street Community Orchard,
Iden Green, |0am

Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am

Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm

Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Learn to Prune your Apple Trees, Standen Street Community Orchard,
Iden Green, |0am

Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm

Iden Green and Benenden WI, New Year Meeting, Memorial Hall, 2pm
Hemsted Park, The Glenn Miller Orchestra,

Benenden School Centenary Hall, 5pm

John’s Cheese and Wine Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm
Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am

Merry and Bright, AGM and Victorian Tea, Memorial Hall, 2pm

Iden Green Toddler Group

Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6pm

Cakes & Chaos: Café and Toddler Group

Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-1 lam
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Parish Council

e W ﬁ.. T
Over recent months it has been impossible to avoid this government’s loudly trumpeted
commitment to house building, although on a seasonal note it has been amusing to hear the very
existence of deputy prime minister Angela ‘Santa’ Rayner being questioned, on the basis there is
“nobody that can go round the country delivering |.5m new homes”! Even the housing minister,
Matthew Pennycock, has accepted that delivering the new homes is going to be “more difficult
than we expected”.Who'd have thought it!

So, | hear you ask, how will this new juggernaut of a housing policy affect our parish? At present we
have our Benenden Neighbourhood Development Plan in place, currently taking precedence over
the outdated Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Local Plan. However, this is likely to change in spring
2025, when the new local plan will probably come into force - and will be subject to an immediate
review, which will likely include a very large increase in the number of new homes being required
across the borough.

This will be the time for the parish council to begin to review and update our own NDP, and we
have every intention of carrying this out, ensuring once again that we give ourselves the best chance
that any potential development in our parish is exactly where Benenden wants and needs it, if at all.

There is an added problem of the catastrophic fall-off in the number of affordable homes coming
forward, with a dwindling appetite amongst housing associations to buy those offered by developers
via planning obligations.

If housing associations are not willing to take up affordable housing, then there is something wrong
with the planning system. Developers need to have early engagement with housing associations

to ensure the stock they bring forward meets the latter’s demand, and not the other way round.

If this fundamental problem with the system is not sorted out urgently, then our housing crisis can
only get worse.

So | wish you a happy 2025 from us all at the parish council. There is a lot of hard work ahead, but
rest assured that we will do everything in our power to ensure our parish remains the beautiful
and peaceful place we love, while maintaining our enviously vibrant community.

Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair
nicolat@benendenparishcouncil.org

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
07593 226462 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website www.benendenparishcouncil.org or find us on Facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 20 January,
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm



St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie 01233 820100 rev.ylva@gmail.com
Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 d.collard49@btinternet.com

Churchwarden: Sue Fisher 241907 sue@undaunted.co.uk

www.benendenchurch.org 850849 benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

Sunday 5 January 8am Communion [0am All-age 5pm Choral Evensong
Communion
Sunday 12 January 8am BCP Communion [0am Morning Worship
Sunday 19 January 8am Communion 0am Sung Eucharist
Saturday 25 January 4pm Connect Four
at Mission Church, Sandhurst
Sunday 26 January 8am Communion [0am Morning Worship
Morning Prayer 8am Mondays and Fridays

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Morning Prayer 8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Mid-week Communion [ 0am Tuesdays

Iden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘lden Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364 www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers

Funeral 8 December Peggy Terry Interment



Church Letter

Catching lives that have fallen through the gaps

As we move into another year, it is worth remembering that there are people locally who are
really struggling with life and have no roof over their heads. Just think about the cold weather,
the rain, the winds we have been having, and having nowhere to call home. So | want to use this
piece to tell you - or remind you - about the work of Catching Lives in Canterbury.

St George’s Church has been supporting Catching Lives for many years. It is an independent
charity supporting people who are rough sleepers or homeless; people who have fallen through
the gaps in society. Throughout the year, Catching Lives provides breakfast and lunch daily, a
laundry service, a clothes bank, toilets and showers, storage, a postal address (which is essential
for claiming benefits, looking for work, or registering with a GP), telephone, computer and
internet access, mental health support and a drop-in nurse.The charity has launched its 2024/25
winter appeal and is looking to raise £50,000 to provide a seven-day-a-week service, with bed
space for up to |5 people every night during the coldest months of the year.

It is terrible to see so many people in this day and age, so close to us, having to sleep rough, often
in unsafe locations and through the worst winter weather. Catching Lives works with the council,
Porchlight and other partners to help people move on from the shelter into housing; but the
charity needs help.This help could be in the form of:

e Volunteering Catching Lives is currently looking for daytime and evening volunteers in the
kitchen; to be part of the shelter welcome team; or to be a driver. An application form is
available by visiting their website (details shown below).

e Donating financially (visit the website)
» £5 could go towards hot drinks at the day centre to keep people warm
o £8 could provide breakfast and lunch for a week for one person experiencing homelessness
» £19 could provide essential services for a day to a person experiencing homelessness
o £47 could host someone for the night at Canterbury Community Shelter

e Donating items for example: thick socks, scarves, beanie hats, power packs, torches with USB
chargers, travel mugs, thermos flasks, water bottles. See the website for a full list.
www.catchinglives.org

As we enjoy - and probably take for granted - the security of a warm home, please think of
helping those who do not have that comfort at the start of this new year.Your support could
help Catching Lives to save lives this winter.

Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean
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Bespoke structures designed and made in Great Britain

Wwww.ttvc.co.uk
01580 854891




Talking Point

A time of resolutions

‘Resolution’ has several meanings. The United Nations passes resolutions and it can show
resolution in reaching a resolution of the problems concerned.You can use a high-resolution
microscope or resolve oil into bitumen and tar. But at this time of year New Year’s resolutions
come to mind: the act of promising yourself to do something or not do something for the rest
of the year.

Some resolutions are easier to keep than others. Giving up smoking or taking more exercise
is allowed to crop up regularly every year. My favourite is one I've kept with ease over the last
decade, because it’s fun: ‘When in London after dark, drink champagne with friends and you
can change any of the words in the sentence.’ So, ‘when in the Bull after dark, drink beer with
strangers’ is just as good as ‘when in the Woodcock garden in the afternoon, drink lemonade
with the dog’. Easy!

Another which has stuck because it pays back is ‘open every church door you walk past in the
City and look inside’. There are some wonderful architectural surprises which | had ignored for
two decades.

But some resolutions are harder to stick to.This year | stuck to ‘one Italian lesson per day’.
Sparked by finding my great grandad’s master’s papers and the loan of a 20-book series of naval
episodes, | eventually got started on ‘reading books more and the phone less’. I've not stuck to
picking up the guitar every day but, to quote Meatloaf, “Two out of Three Ain’t Bad”.

Whether you usually make new year resolutions or not, have a think about a couple of
suggestions made by a friend in the village (thanks Tony). Resolve to do one thing for the local
community this year.And resolve to do one thing outside of our local community - get outside
the Benenden bubble!

Happy new year.

Peter Massey
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Paint Samples with Trus

» Cabinet Repairs, Upgrades & Handle/Hinge Replacenmwents

» Frll Professional Pammg Service
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Q7047 BORGO]

emma@paintedbyemme.co.uk

CHEESEMANS
GARAGE

B. J. NASH

BENENDEN, KENT

TELEPHONE
CRANBROOK 240583

The Cranbrook and District
Probus Club

PROBUS is a local, national, and
international association of retired people
who come together in non-political,
non-sectarian, non-profit, autonomous
clubs which provide regular opportunities
for members to meet others in similar
circumstances, with similar levels of interest,
make new friends, and maintain and expand
their interests.

We have recommenced our regular monthly
lunchtime meetings at The Bull, Benenden.

Currently there are vacancies for new
members. If you are retired and would
welcome friendly, relaxed company at a
lunch, with interesting speakers, then
please contact the Hon. Secretary on
01580441201 for more information.

Whatever you want to store...

...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,
house building work, paperwork overload or just
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly
— we offer a friendly and flexible PRSI
service in Cranbrook. With secure « K
storage, competitive rates, all on
one level and hassle free
24/7 access, contact us now!

01580 713231

BARN
STORE

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

Construction Services

& Surveying

www.barn-store.co.uk

All Guttering Maintenance Justin Hunt

07710 039 190

C]e:ming, Repairs or Rep]acemcnt

Fully insured

Phone Mark on
01580 292343 07762 461381

justin@jshsurveying.co.uk

Kitchen Fitting
Floor & Wall Tiling
Bathroom & Shower
Installation Flooring

Painting & Decorating
Drylining & Partition Walls
Suspended Ceilings
Decking & Patios

Jladding & Roofing
Cladding & Roofing

Garden Landscaping




Benenden Bonfire Society
Following 2024’s successful event, from

| January 2025 we will be accepting
applications for funding from community
groups in the parish of Benenden.The
recipients of this funding can be a group or
an individual creating benefit for the parish.
The committee favours opportunities for
young people but this is not exclusive and
other age groups are welcome to bid for
the funds available.

Successful applicants may be invited to
submit a more detailed bid outlining the
project/opportunity and how it will benefit the
group/parish.There will also be a requirement
to set out costs and funds already held by the
group/individual and why, if applicable,
additional funds are necessary.

The deadline for applications is | February
and these should be submitted at Benenden’s
community shop.A link to the application can
be found at:

www.benendenfireworks.co.uk/supporting-
local/

Gary Bell, Chair, Benenden Bonfire Society
www.benendenfireworks.co.uk

Benenden almshouse vacancy
A vacancy has arisen for a one-bedroom house
at Thorn Cottages, Coldharbour Road, Iden
Green. Applications are invited from either
couples or single people, over the age of 55,
who have been resident in the parish of
Benenden for at least three years or have
family connections.

An application form, which needs to be
submitted by Friday |7 January 2025, is
available from the clerk (details below).
Deborah Jenkins 240454
benendenalms@gmail.com
Benenden Almshouse Charities

Allotment Association
Gardening Club Quiz

A fun fundraising quiz
~ don't worry gardening
knowledge is not essential

Doors open 7pm & quiz 7.30pm
Friday 10 January ~ Benenden Village Hall

Tables of 6~8 (or join a table)
Bar & raffle

Tickets £10
To book ~
allotments@benendenparishcouncil.org

Allotment and Gardening
Clubs quiz

It’s January, cold, wet and miserable, so come
along to a fund-raising quiz hosted by the
Allotment Association and Gardening Club.
Proceeds go towards improving access to the
allotment field; just take a look next time you
wander down Walkhurst Road; it’s very
muddy! The quiz is at the village hall, on Friday
10 January. Doors open at 7pm, the quiz will
start at 7.30pm, tickets £10 each. Gather your
friends and book a table of 6-8, or we’ll just
pop you on a table to form a team.There will
be a bar and raffle. Gardening knowledge,
while helpful, isn’t essential! Email
allotments@benendenparishcouncil.org to
book your table.



Benenden Almshouse Charities

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 232743

A vacancy has arisen for a one-bedroom house
at Thorn Cottages, Coldharbour Road, Iden Green.

Applications are invited from either couples or
single persons, over the age of 55, who have been
resident in the parish of Benenden for at least 3 years,
or have family connections.

An application form is available from the Clerk,

Deborah Jenkins 01580 240454
henendenalms@gmail.com

Completed application forms o be submitted by
Friday 17 Janvary 2025

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
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SUIT AN
INDIVIDUAL'S
EXACT NEEDS
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Natalie or Chlt:nf'.I U'IEBU 762244

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk

Ii ARE YOU A CARING,
r COMPASSIONATE
PERSON?

Why not join our team of
friendly carers? Full training
provided to all applicants.
Call today on the
number above to
arrange an interview.

Hourly Rate, Mileage AND Travel Time paid from first to last
call. Enhanced rates for NVO Workers,

Gardening * Lawn Care * Landscaping * Tree Surgery
Office: 01580 713495 « Mobile: 07838 229482 - www.kentgardening.com




BENENDEN PLAYERS

Present an event of fun-filled frivolity

The

Revue

4 & 5 January
Benenden Village Hall
Doors open:
7pm 2pm
Saturday | sunday

Buy tickets using the QR code OR s
..... online at www.benendenplayers.com %5




POGLE’S
GARDEN MAINTENANCE ,

Mowing Topsoils | Composts | Barks
Strimming Decorative Stone | Aggregates
Hedge Cutting

and more g— Please call

) Sue and Andy
- 01580 241792
% 07887 997551

THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER
Controlling Moles www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk

using traditional methods

07746 937 373 | 01580 241759 The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG

terrybaldwin73@icloud.com

we, bb !S 45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden @ ®
e S s NJdurish

Webix s wervmrreEey St Tty L) Community Foodbank  emtumser isane

HARDWARE and DIY Short term emergency

food and support for
local people in crisis.

SFtﬂaIi:m in prveer, mand and ;an:h'n s, |.'||I|II'II|'\'i:I'I|=',. cl.rmuril:g sunclrie,
e i P - brand mew showrooms

KITCHENWARE
Cooloware specialists, garden flll‘lli[l.eq' and barbeeue
Gifrs waih s difference, Free girr wrapping Please text
HOME and LINEN to 70070 to buy a meal

Beautiful bed linen. towes, table fimishings, el SIS I Sl

babyware deparcment amd qualiry 1oy

Please look at the website for details on

how to apply for food. Nourish does cover
We guarantee you will not leave the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can

Webh's empty handed! be made to ygur home.
For information call 01892 548892

Tal: 01880 P21 omall: mal@webbsclienierdancom  Webslie: ween wobbsolonie rden com www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Uncomplicated,
trustworthy and
confidential advice if you

are selling or letting m

Ashford: 01233 506260 Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk




The Great Benenden Revue
After Christmas, just when you think it’s all
over and you may be feeling a bit deflated,
come to the Great Benenden Revue and have
your spirits lifted again! On the evening of

4 January (starting 7.30pm) and the matinee
on 5 January (starting 2.30pm), the Benenden
Players could be cavorting around you as you
sit comfortably around tables in the village hall,
eating what you have brought and drinking
what you have bought from us.Will it be silly?
Yes! Will it be funny? Of course! Will it be
worth coming to see an eclectic mix of song,
dance and superb acting? Judge for yourself.
Tickets are going fast so snap yours up here:
www.benendenplayers.co.uk

Bev Beveridge

Christmas tree recycling
Hospice in the Weald is aiming to collect 2,000
Christmas trees to raise £62,000 in January.
The initiative raises vital funds for the hospice
and local community. For a suggested donation
of £20 per tree, with 10% of all donations
going to a local, community-based charity,
your tree will be collected. Registration is
already open and you can sign up at:
www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk/events/christm
as-tree-recycling/.

A team of volunteers will collect the trees
on 12, 13,and |4 January. Registered trees
must be ready for collection by 8am on
[2 January, as the hospice is unable to
guarantee specific collection time or day. Once
collected, all trees are recycled, benefiting both

the community and the environment.
Lucy Edkins

LEARN TO PRUNE
YOUR APPLE TREES

451,12, 8o 19 - O G

¥ -
-

JANUARY -
10am-3pm
Standen Street I 210 goes
Community Orchard -9 to Standen
den Green — o Fritfam

Community

Orchard

From new plantings to venerable ancients, apple trees require the

right pruning to ensure they are beautiful, sturdy and productive.

Join a small group to learn from an expert,
then practice all day on a variety of trees.

Numbers are limited, book early to avoid disappointment.

To book and for more information contact Guy Pullen
info@goldfinch-gardens.co.uk | 07977 571368

Village lunch

All Benenden villagers are invited to join us
for the village lunch in Benenden village hall
at 12.30pm on Tuesday 14 January.

If you would like to come and haven’t
already signed up please do ring and let me
know, preferably by Thursday 9 January if
possible. Lifts can be arranged.We look
forward to seeing you.

Genevieve Greenwood 240526

Christmas non-perishable
food leftovers

Leftover biscuits? Diet started and want

the last of your Christmas treats out of the
house? Any non-perishable foods would be
appreciated for the Nourish foodbank. Please
drop at St George’s church or the Garden
House, Standen Street. Collections possible.
Please contact Gemma:

241064 gemmalouhunter@gmail.com
Gemma Coupland and Liz Bewley

13



Health and Wellness Coach Rachel Tinker

I help busy overwhelmed individuals regain control,
restore balance and feel happier and healthier.

Confidential, 1:1 online or in-person
personalised coaching sessions in Cranbrook

i< 1 WELLNESS

Www.rtwellness.com

"-,_:'!'i' 07555125358 .!:_:I. Info@rtwellness.com [ =° 1 - —— we'll d b hel
—— ) e’ll do our best to he
Nuvé Clinic, Carriers Road, Cranbrook TN17 31X e :

BAT

BENENDEN ACTION TEAM

Do you live in the
village and need
help or advice?

Just give us a call for
confidential support

e
-

GREENACRE
LANDSCAPES

Specialists in private garden
design & construction

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

07595 024330
01892 722412

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Everything Outside

Complete Garden & Fencing Solutions

Fencing ®* Mowing ¢ Hedge Trimming ¢ Turfing
Clearance ¢ Landscaping ® Gardening ¢ Digger Work
Concreting © Tree Surgery® Pressure Washing
Patios ® Decking ® Pergolas  Driveways

01580 766 232 07795 465 861

Firad wis on

Facebook

www.everythingoutside.co.uk

Theegbald......| m

dpholstery

Wor.él‘ijf 5, Slaney Place Farm
Headcorn Roa

www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk
Tel: 01580 890055

Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT

Professional and
traditional upholsterers

Most fe.vd[ﬁtrmture
re-upholstered and r}epmraf

Cushion interior replacement
service, antique restoration,
stockists ﬁr DIY enthustasts,
extensive range of fabrics.

Benenden
Village Hall

“Let your imagination run
wild — the hall can be anything

TW. FUGGLE & SON

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Private Chapels of Rest

Al arrangements uaderiaken with personal anention

Pra-pald fussrad plans arranged twaugh Golden Chamnes

2 Ashfard Road, Tenlerden -

d4-HOUR SERVICE

R
PIERD TRI40 - wors bafuggle ooouk

Call John Betts on
07419 989830 for details

www.benendenvillagehall.org




Village defibrillator

A note of thanks to everyone who has
supported Benenden Players events in aid of
the village defibrillators over the years.We
have been able to use the last of this money to
replace the box containing the defibrillator on
The Green which, after about 15 years in situ,
has been irreparably damaged. The defibrillator
is one of three public defibrillators in the village,
the others being in the congregational church
porch in Iden Green and the other at Cranden
Diamonds on Mounts Hill - the code for the
latter can be accessed by phoning 999.

Peter Ellis

Benenden Village Trust

The first BVT film night proved a huge success,
with over £1,000 in profits contributing to the
village hall heating project. Over 60 residents
bought tickets to see Casablanca, a movie
classic. Some decided to dress up for the
occasion, which helped build the atmosphere.
Chris Heath won the prize for best dressed,
thanks to his fez, djellaba and sunglasses.

The meal served during the interval received
many compliments. Thanks to Grant Matthews
of WOW cooking, who worked so hard to
provide a tasty tagine, which he donated to
event. Benenden Players also supported the
night with technical help on ticket sales, lighting
and sound.They also lent us Graham Beveridge,
who played piano during the interval to keep us
in the mood.

After the show everyone helped get the hall
clean and tidy so it was ready for the next
morning’s booking. It is always so heartening to
see people mucking in to help - it’s what makes
our community such an enjoyable place to live.

Suggestions poured in for titles we can show
in the future, so please check the magazine for
details of the next film night.

Paul Tolhurst

Poppy Appeal 2024

Our Poppy Appeal collection in Benenden and
Iden Green has already raised the substantial
amount of £4,200.This total includes a very
generous St George’s Church collection of
£576 on Remembrance Sunday, as well as
contributions by way of QR codes, the two
Saturday poppy stalls, Benenden School, the
hospital, the primary school, our shops and
pubs, and also from several particularly
benevolent donors and organisations.

We are most grateful to those who once
again volunteered their time to undertake
house-to-house collections at a continuing
difficult time for all fundraising endeavours.
Jane Dalton Holmes

St George’s Social Club

November was busy and so too December.
We opened the doors to welcome people
after the bonfire and we held the annual
Cyril Moore Skittles Trophy on 9 November
(where entrance money goes to the village
Poppy Appeal). It was a great competition and
the winner this year was Reg Hill.

The club’s snooker and darts teams have
started their winter league programmes in the
local leagues, getting some good results. At
present the darts team are unbeaten and top
of the league.

Due to re-organisation of events, we had a
small corn hole tossing competition which was
won by Rex Bourne.The end of November
saw a good quiz night with a great selection of
questions and won by Steve and Sandra West,
Peter and Jane Ellis and Glenda Marshall.

John Marshall 07488 244217
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K JONES ELECTRICAL

% Electrical and Solar Contractors
Accredited, qualified and trusted local
THE OAK BARN family business
Frame Farm for over 40 years
Free Estimates
01580 848118

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

ANDY AND SUE'S
MOBILE

LOG SPLITTING
SERVICE

Please call
01580 241792
07887 997551

R.M S'p orts Therapy %

Get your aches & pains eased
by a professional, fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist
in Benenden.

WEDDINGS

& PARTIES
W%c@mfwc & suslic chaom

From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of
The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

Injury assessment, massage,
stretching, cupping, taping
& exercise rehabilitation.

Reduce pain,
improve your flexibility,
,F strength & posture E—é
with Rebecca Manford
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

X WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER )
“ J._.||:-:| - et g 'EELLE ' B
#i Landscapes Mggm SKILLED GARDEN
Here at Iden Landscapes we specialise in b : WA EIALE & g Ty Mwmﬂ
helping to create beautiful outdoor spaces i, w
for you to enjoy all year round. See our full list S mq@ & G
of services below, or simply send us a ) .
message or give us a call on 07720 817577 BORIER DESIGN & ADVICE
or email idenlandscapes@gmail.com SUPELY OF OWN GROWN
| ) 4 d
Fencing, Decking and Bespoke Timber TREES - SHRUBS
Sleepers and Groundwork (LIMBERS

Hedge Maintenance and Planting A A : —aa

Patios and Minor Brickwork
Fruit tree, Vine and Rose Pruning
(including soft fruits) The Laurels Nurmery, hﬁn Berenden, Cranbrook, Kenl THo 4JU
Garden Consultancy VE TR DORRES

wm-'ﬁﬂa...:r‘ziﬂmrmgﬂ:m




Volunteer Transport

If you have a medical appointment that you

are unable to get to because you do not have
access to a vehicle and public transport is not
a viable option, contact me and | will see if one
of our volunteer drivers can assist you.

Mick Moore 240755
m.moorel31156(@gmail.com

Primary School

During a busy last term, we opened our doors
to parents and grandparents and for about

an hour they watched our learning in action.
It was a lovely morning. Our termly parent
evenings were also very well attended and

a special thank you to head boy Alfred R and
head girl Annabel W for signing people in and
pointing them in the right direction.

We all shared a very poignant moment
when we held a two-minute silence in respect
of Armistice Day. The Year 6s represented the
school at the Benenden war memorial and it
made us very proud to see how seriously the
children considered what others have done for
them in history.

A group of girls from Years 5 and 6 took
part in the Versatility Netball Festival run by
the Wealden Partnership at Dulwich Prep
School.The children were split into more
advanced players and development squads
and mixed with other schools to create teams.
They took part in a round robin of training
and coaching.The girls all played absolutely
brilliantly; Sienna H won Most Improved and
Lilly O’L won the Spirit of the Game award.
Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher
240565 office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk

Wednesday coffee mornings
We would love to see more people at the
coffee morning in the Memorial Hall every
Wednesday between [0am and |1.30am, to
catch up with old friends and make new.We
look forward to seeing you soon for a hot
drink and a biscuit.

Gilly Walton 242855 gilly.walton@gmail.com

Benenden School

The beginning of the year is always a time
for reflection, gratitude, and renewed
determination and | am immensely grateful
for the welcome | have received since moving
to Benenden last August. 2024 was a year of
growth, collaboration and change at the
school.As we entered our second century,
our community came together to embrace
challenges and celebrate achievements, from
academic successes to musical and sporting
triumphs. These accomplishments reflect the
commitment of our students, the dedication
of our staff, and the unwavering support of
our parents and wider community.

The growth of our performing arts venue,
Hemsted Park, has been immensely exciting
and we hope you have enjoyed some of the
events and performances we’ve hosted over
the busy Christmas period.The new
spring/summer season is looking to be just
as entertaining. Do keep an eye on
www.hemstedpark.com.

Looking ahead to 2025, | am excited about
the opportunities that lie before us. Education
is not only about academic excellence but also
about nurturing compassionate, thoughtful and
resilient individuals who can make a positive
impact. A key part of achieving that is an
environment where every child feels valued,
inspired and empowered to reach their
full potential.

Here’s to a prosperous and inspiring 2025
for everyone.

Rachel Bailey, Headmistress
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Step away and rest a while!

Transform your skin health with well researched

technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within.

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.
Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available

azaratherapies.co.uk @
i:Fo@azarail:heraplijes.co.uk A Z A F\) A

-, T. 07711 483038 THERAPIES

APPLE PIE FARM . e
STORAGE

*lEn : opportunities
LI AT
g _ ... for local,
Short and long term storage ki 17 i flexible,

o caring

requirements solved! people

Storing furniture 7 Re-decorating ? Uneluttering 7 Renting your house

aut * Ideal for stering garden machinery, sports equipment ebe SUPPORT WORKERS REQUIRED
= to enrich lives of adults with learning
Talk to us aboutb pur storags, delvery. and collsction of your actounting data disabilities (Benenden & Cranbook)
For an informal chat and/or to request

EII.J.JE'EIi'!: to us on 01580 388754 or visit our an application pack, contact:

website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk M e

adminteam@thegrange2016.co.uk
LIGIT 14 APOLE PIE FACE! CRANBROOE ROAL BERENDEMN  THN]1 T AEL

Tuleshona: 01550 3BRTSA « Mabils: 07515 649688 www.thegrangekent.co.uk

STRENGTH TRAINING
FOR W'DMEN You're never too old te reap “!'II'.

benefits...
ﬂ;n'ﬁ.-tﬂ-ﬂnﬂ Et my Stronger bones
D . s Rt increased metabollic rate
EtUd:I 0L E’Enenﬂﬂ.ﬂ Improved posture & stability
Botter blood pressure control
Maintenance of 8 healthier
body compositien
Reduced injury risk

www . thiswoemanliftsicom
alitn_hc-il'u thiswemanlifts.com
OFBEGESS 260




HEMSTED Happy New Year

BENENDEN SCHOOL Book now for Spring/Summer 2025

The Glenn Miller Ronnie Scott's Macbeth: NOW
Orchestra Jazz Club David Tennant
& Cush Jumbo
25 January 7 February 16 February 22 February

An Audience with ~ Benjamin Grosvenor Len- Phi-Llibs S\x-/i-ng
Davina McCall Pianist Orchestra; 100 years
of Big Band

8 March 16 March

Thank You NT Live: Dad's Army:
for the Music The Importance of The Radio Show
Being Earnest
3 May 11 May 29 May 31 August

In partnership with W

BURFIELDS HOUSE foundation




Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates

* Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

* We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa

01424 855882 / 07734 659834
bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

Chesxatrade.com CALL:07958 081915

T 0 e L2 00T e

We know (G2

our area,

because it's our

iarea too.

Savills Cranbrook SaVIHS
+44 (0) 1580 720 161
cranbrook@savills.com

Connect with us

. a

CRANBROOK
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PROUD TO BE SERVING THE '. _____________
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors
serving the local community with compassion and the

highest standards of service and professionalism.
With our 24-hour emergency service, SA L ES e SERVICE e SPARES

we are only a telephone call away.

Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who
will be there to help, support and guide you through !.

the whole of the funeral process. .__.
Codden Charter b4 ﬁ

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF ANIEHE ECRD
01580 713636 @, COoOUNTONX HAYTER m PV TR
Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6L B - axerljandad s Masport [[Iwinton EElEGR  Saspem
01797 260316 oREc

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA  Tel: 01580 211599  email: info@mabg.co.uk
WWW.j perigoeandson.com

En J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of n

West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South,
Essex RM10 8YP




Benenden Hospital

With the longer and darker evenings and
colder weather | wanted to illuminate January
by reflecting on the success our hospital had
with our award submissions last year. Our goal
is always to ensure our patients have the best
care experience and we also want to keep in
step with new thinking and innovations.We
wrote submissions focusing on our ROSA
Knee Replacements, SageTech Anaesthetic
gas-capturing system, Aquablation® (enlarged
prostate treatment), our new liver-scanning
service and My Benenden Hospital Rewards
(loyalty scheme).

In November, we were thrilled to announce
a win at the Building Better Healthcare Awards.
Our hospital, in collaboration with SageTech
Medical, took home the award for Best Carbon
Reduction Initiative for the integration of
SageTech’s groundbreaking system to capture
and recycle anaesthetic gas in our operating
theatres. Credit to our fantastic team for all
the work that went into realising this staff-led
idea and leading the way in sustainability.

We were very proud to have been
announced as finalists at the prestigious
LaingBuisson Awards in the ‘Hospital of the Year’
and ‘Innovation in Care’ category.We were
successful in some local awards, too, winning
Best Creative, Digital and Innovation Business
at the Tunbridge Wells Kent Business Awards.

Another excitement was receiving
reaccreditation after our assessment for
‘Investors in People - We Invest in Wellbeing’,
and we’ve been upgraded to Gold status. This
is a huge achievement and shows that we are
making great progress in our health and
wellbeing efforts.

These achievements provide encouragement
and a boost to the work our staff do every day
delivering care.They help us to feel even more
confident in suggesting new ideas as we begin
a new year. I'm personally looking forward to
seeing the innovative projects and treatment
opportunities that we will be thinking about
and exploring in 2025 and continuing to focus
on caring for our patients and each other.
Claire Harley, Hospital Director

The Rhythm
of Life

Benenden Church
Thursday morning
10-11.30am
during term time

To book your place call
Carlaon 07743 430 797

Benenden Pre-School

My new year wish for the youngest members
of our community is for the ever-continuing
development of their resilience, creativity and
critical thinking skills.WWhen a child encounters
a new or potentially tricky situation at pre-
school, be it sharing a toy or learning to put
their coat on by themselves, it is often that
their confidence and their problem-solving
skills will help them find a solution. Adults
naturally model possible ways forward, for
example using a sand timer to promote turn-
taking or demonstrating the ‘magic’ way to
put on a coat. For those who don’t know,
place the coat on the floor, stand by the hood,
place your arms into the sleeves and swing

it over your head. Such independence is joy
for children!

Children take these ideas and run, build on
them, share them with their younger peers and
revel in their autonomy.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
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Feel like making new friends and
trying new activities?

Wellbeing in the Weald is here for you!

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION w m m

We organise and support groups that bring people in our

e L () A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast rural communities together socially.
Ek 3 with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the To learn more about the activities we run, see our
b Ay sy ] A beautiful Kent countryside. website at www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk where you
bl _— can also sign up to our newsletter.
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens TAKE NOTICE CONNECT GIVE BEACTIVE KEEP LEARNING
BEACON HALL HODUSE andpaddockwith splendid views over beautiful Gt intouch with u be emal: ello@wellbeingintheweld ok or phone
LEUXURY BED & BREAKFAST Wealden countryside.
Visit England e AT 1o | 4 ey a1 s - Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal) suppartedty 15'., -

or agame of tennis on our court within the grounds. Registered charity number: 1190083

Julie Jex: 01580 240434 | jjjex@icloud.com
www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk

axing leaking taps to complete kitchens &6

Pipes & Nails

e Home o Garden e

A\
PllateSW|Se m

www.pilateswise.co.uk

PILATES CLASSES Monday 300
for a” ab|||'[|es o Benenden Village Hall

077747 464828
i Wednesday 10.15am
“Kat is such a great pilateswise@mail.com Benenden Village Hall

teacher/mentor, | would Scan
highly recommend Thursday 9am
her classes.” : Bloomsburys, Biddenden

Nicci, Benenden
Thursday 7.45pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden

\3

8
S0d ulelnd ~ Ul ~ SdUeUIUIEW 13 SUIUBS|D JOJRIPEI ~ SWOOJYYX

GROUP MAT CLASSES
Monday 7.15pm
Benenden Memorial Hall

Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’'ll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamilly@gmail.com

GROUP REFORMER CLASSES

PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

: ; : in new Pilates Studio at

SU38 ~ $420| 73 $100p ~ Sj00d SulWIMS ~ I . =3 i the Wellness Haven, Benenden

www.pipesandnails.com

\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mowing ~ fr,

Q@

Private Tuition

Remote Sessions
Now Available

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential
With Clare Leek

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets
Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small clare.intuition@btinternet.com

NEW FUSE BOARDS 07711 619536

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response

Call Nick now 07776 254458
e =i | H

e email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths

DOMESTIC | . . .
BEETALLER |~ www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk .y ‘ French




The Ladies’ Book Club

We are still welcoming new members to the
book club, where we meet for a meal and a chat
at local pubs. If you want to recommend a
Christian book that you’ve read lately or join us
for some relaxed conversation please email me:
Victoria Bray vickybray007@hotmail.com

Iden Green and Benenden WI
Christmas lunch at the Bull in Benenden was
amazing as usual and we all had a thoroughly
good time.

Our new year meeting is on 2| January at
2pm in the Memorial Hall. We have to consider
our resolutions but the main part of the
afternoon will be fun and games giving us lots
of time to socialise and chat. This year’s
programme looks enticing, with excellent
speakers such as Melanie Gibson-Barton
returning to enlighten us on the suffragettes.
We are also looking forward to hearing about
the best make-up for the mature woman.

We look forward to seeing you soon.
Jackie Liffen 752232 WI@daisystar.co.uk

Merry and Bright

Our committee have been working hard
arranging and planning for 2025, from basket
making to wood turning, outings and more.
Everyone is welcome to come along for an
afternoon tea with us.The first tea will be free
as a thank you for your visit. Our meetings are
every fourth Tuesday in the month, from 2-4pm
in the Memorial Hall, except when we go out
visiting in the summer.

Our next meeting will be at 2pm on
28 January at the Memorial Hall for our AGM
followed by our Victorian tea.

Look on the village website for more
information or contact:
Laraine Penny 241763
Julia Collard 241944

Fresh fish stall

In the village hall carpark from 12-2pm on
the last Sunday of every month, from January
onwards, you will now be able to buy a wide
range of fresh and smoked fish, along with
dressed crab and a variety of shellfish, from
Mark Wilson of The Angry Whelk.

Mark comes up from Bexhill and is very
happy to take orders in advance if you wish
to collect it from him on the day.You can find
more details about his range of seafood here:
www.angrywhelk.co.uk.

Mark Wilson 07870 274864

Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s

comment please see minutes of meetings.

e 24/02802/LBC Gibbons School House,

The Street. Reinstatement of collapsed
ceiling to an existing store room to the
rear of the house.

e 24/02803/LBC Gibbons School House,

The Street. Addition of 4 roof lights to
the rear of the property. (Works already
carried out).

e 24/02868/FULL Culpeppers, Coldharbour
Road. Minor Material Amendment of
Condition 2 of Planning Permission
23/01223/FULL - (Alterations to;
increase/changes to Building Design, Height
& Size; External Materials; Garage Design &
Size; Landscaping).

e 24/01767/FULL Land At Netters Farm,
Attwaters Lane, Hawkhurst. Development
of solar array, battery storage and
associated infrastructure (resubmission of
23/02067/FULL).

e 24/01768/FULL Land At Lower Ellenden
Farm,Water Lane, Hawkhurst. Development
of solar array, battery storage and
associated infrastructure (resubmission of
23/02067/FULL).

More planning matters at:

benendenparishcouncil.org
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@ benenden
hospital

Payment

Fast access e plons
to treatment for
everyone

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient Choose Benenden Hospital for
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in

(“) Fast access to diagnosis
and treatment

choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and ) Leading and highly respected

treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist Consultants

award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you () Compassionate and

receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams. experienced teams

Over 100 years of excellent patient care. () Clear and easy to understand
pricing

To book an appointment, call now

Q¥ 01580362880 @ doctify

@ benendenhospital.org.uk 486 k kK kK Care Cuality

b al r ekl
Based on 3500+ reviews

Self-pay treatments

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk {\ﬁ%} Lambert
& Foster

ooking to sell or let your property?

Book your appraisal online, by email or by phone

List your
property
Call 01580 712 888 Email cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk
Office 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3DN

PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS FOR OVER 120 YEARS




Volunteer numbers are
on the decline - is it time

for you to get involved?
A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY
Benenden’s Community Shop Limited was
launched in 2015 with the support of the
community. It has around 350 shareholders,
who are members of a Community Benefit
Society under the terms of the Co-operative
and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014.
Most importantly, the entire business is run
by the community for the community.The
store is staffed by local volunteers, supported
by a paid manager, deputy manager and several
part-time supervisors and a volunteer
management committee.

Nine years later, for many people Benenden’s
provides an essential lifeline, for others it
is valued as a convenience which would be
sorely missed.

A NEW MANAGER AND DEPUTY

The past 12 months have been challenging for
Benenden’s, with high staff turnover and rising
costs, set against the backdrop
of a ‘cost of living crisis’.

Jules, our new manager,
started with us in late June
and Lorraine the deputy
manager started in September
(both pictured at the recent
carol singing social for
volunteers). They have done
an excellent job in improving
stock control in the shop and
a recent survey of café
customers has allowed us
to focus on delivering what

customers have said they
would like to see being served.

Jules also introduced a Crafternoon in
October which was enjoyed by 30 local
children, with another in December.

FINANCIAL SITUATION

While Benenden’s was never intended to

make vast profits, it does need to make a

profit to enable us to replace ageing equipment

and, hopefully, in the future perhaps make
donations to local community groups once
again. Unfortunately, as published on our
website, for the financial year ending 31 March
2024 and for the six months from | April 2024
the shop is running at a loss and so we are not
currently in a position where we can do either,
which leads me to the next and most
important part of this article.

A PLEA FOR VOLUNTEERS

Our volunteers do a great job and along with
paid staff keep the shop and café running.
Without them, Benenden’s would not be

the same.

The wage bill is one of the areas where
we have seen costs rise significantly, as we
have had to increase paid hours and cover
empty volunteer shifts with paid staff, and
the only way we can improve the situation
is by increasing the number of volunteers.

Volunteer numbers have dwindled over the
past nine years, so we need to increase them.
| started volunteering in the shop back in 2022
when we moved into the village. | found it a
great way of meeting people and making new
friends while serving the local community.

It’s also great fun.

If you are wondering what sort of
commitment volunteering means: there are
four volunteer shifts in the shop lasting two
and a half hours each from Monday to Saturday
and three slots in the café.Training will be given
and as a volunteer you can sign up for a regular
weekly shift or for shifts when the volunteer
rotas are circulated for the week ahead.

Without an increase in volunteer numbers,
our financial situation is unlikely to improve,
as the increase in the minimum wage and in
employers’ National Insurance contributions,
from April 2025, means our wage bill is going
to increase again.

So, if you have been thinking of volunteering
but haven’t yet done so, | would urge you to
drop into the shop, talk to Jules or Lorraine
and sign up.

Gary Bell, Chair,
Benenden’s Management Committee 25



Get In Touch.

To benefit from our unparalleled

Your local Independent
Estate Agency.

As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at

advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on
01580242700

www.valeandmarsh.com

Vale & Marsh we possess extensive
knowledge and experience in every

aspect of residential property. Based 2 Windmill Oast. Windmill Farm

Rolvenden, Kent TN'17 4PF

in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate,

our friendly and committed team are
incredibly passionate and conscientious,
serving our clients impeccably, offering
sound and expert advice on buying, selling,
letting and property management. We are highly
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy,
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding
customer care matters!

Serving the local community.

Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an

H independent provider of elderly care since 1984,
Started by the current Viscount Devonport

Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home
setin 5acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex.

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation.

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs.

Why not contact the home, arrange a
visit, and see what we have to offer?

Peasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE | Tel: 01797 230555

www.peasmarshplace.co.uk | Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk




Bidding farewell to the
last butchers in Benenden

It will be the end of an era when Wards, our
village butcher’s, sadly shuts its doors for
good on 3| December.The Ward family have
been running the business for the last 55
years, first Peter and Betty Ward, who were
joined by Andrew and Martyn - two of their
three sons - when they left school. In fact they
started helping their parents while they were
still at school, delivering up to 50 orders
around the village on a bicycle with the meat
in a large basket on the front.

Cattle wrangling was a useful skill, too,
when the bullocks decided they were going to
escape their destiny in the abattoir behind the
shop and make their bid for freedom through
neighbours’ gardens. (The abattoir closed in
the early 90s).Their father taught them
butchering skills and passed on the secret
recipe that makes their sausages and burgers
so tasty.As news of the upcoming closure of
the shop has spread around the village, they
have been hard at work keeping up with
demand as freezers are being stocked.

Andrew and Martyn have an unusual bond.
In his 30s Andrew suffered from kidney failure
for several years which meant he had to
travel up to Guys’ Hospital for dialysis several
times a week. Providentially, Martyn was able
to donate one of his kidneys to him.“Virtually
overnight my skin went from an
orange/yellow colour to a normal pink,” says
Andrew. On hearing that he was a butcher, his
nurse told him:*“You could have brought a
kidney with you!”

Now the brothers
are looking forward
to a well-deserved
retirement in the
home they have lived
in since they arrived
in 1969. Both are
looking forward to
lazy mornings if they
wish, instead of éam
starts, and no longer
working in a chilly
- shop.Andrew (70)
plans to spend much more time playing golf
and improving his already enviable handicap of
4. The other green surface he plays on is the
snooker table - he’s part of the St George’s
Social Club league team. Martyn (68) is
looking forward to having the freedom to
spend more time exploring the countryside
on foot and by bike. Both love to travel so
foreign climes are beckoning.

We wish you a very happy and well-

deserved retirement.
Ruth Clark




A year as a volunteer
with the local Cubs

Kate Ferry on the rewards of ‘giving
something back’ to the group she loved

as a child

As many of you will know, Benenden sadly
lost its Cub and Scout groups at the end of
2022. Some of the youngsters subsequently
transferred to the Sissinghurst Scout Group
and as a result the group has been the
recipient of funds from the Benenden Bonfire.
For those of you at the Bonfire this year, the
Scouts put up the mess tent, put the lights
around the trees and fried the onions!

In 2023 several articles were written in
this magazine asking for volunteers to support
the group. | grew up in Benenden and was
fortunate to have had the opportunity to be
involved in the village Brownie and Guides
groups and | wanted to support other children
to have the same formative experiences. And
so, dear reader, | volunteered.

The Cubs are a great bunch of children
from a number of different villages
(predominantly Sissinghurst but also Benenden,
Biddenden, Frittenden, Hawkhurst, Staplehurst
and Cranbrook). | think what makes this Cubs

(and Squirrels,
Scouts and
Explorers)

group so o :a :
popular is that | =" ’? P -
they are able § e Ll ;
to spend so o gl i : S
much time | i ﬁ e -
outside. From |
Easter to
October, all ol T =
meetings take

i

place out of doors, whatever the weather, and
the children seem to get so much from that.
Twice a year the Cubs discuss what activities
they’d like to do over the next six months, and
they almost entirely choose outdoor activities.
This year began with the Cubs working
towards their ‘money badge’, which entailed
learning how to budget, understand different
currencies and designing their own currency.
They then moved onto the ‘adventure badge’,
which is one of the core badges to make up
the Chief Scout silver award, which is the
highest award a Cub Scout can earn. In June
we spent several weeks working on the ‘fire
maker badge’. This involved learning about the



best types and sizes of wood
for a fire, finding and chopping
down the wood, storing it
properly so we could use it
the following week and then
maintaining a fire to cook
burgers and s’mores for dinner.

There have also been
some Saturday activities.
If you were shopping in the
Co-op in Cranbrook in May,
your biscuits may have been
baked and packaged by the
Cubs and Scouts, or you
may have been served at the
checkout by one of them.The
Co-op staff were so generous
and kind to the children, who
loved the experience.The
group was also one of the
Co-op charities for 2024.

One of the highlights of
the year for the Cubs was
the summer camp. This was a
five-day, four-night camp which
for some of the Cubs was the
longest they’d spent away from
their families. | was so impressed
by how they all coped with
camp life and | think they all
learnt a lot of skills, particularly
about handling food and building
fires, as they were responsible
for cooking their breakfast every
day. Camp activities included a
hike and navigation exercise for
their hiking badge, swimming,
climbing and building a pizza
oven in the ground to cook
their own pizzas in. A highlight
for me was seeing how they
grew in confidence throughout
the week. For example when
we arrived at the climbing
centre a number of Cubs said
they were too scared but by the
end, without any pressure from
the adults, they’d all had a go

and you could see the pride in
their faces.

In autumn, the Cubs worked
on a range of badges:
entertainment, night hike and
pioneering. The night hike was a
real adventure and something we
spent several weeks building up
to so they came prepared.Their
preparedness was thoroughly
tested as the heavens well and
truly opened up near the end of
the hike.They were all returned
to parents very soggy in their
waterproofs but buzzing from
the experience.

The group would love to
maintain its link to Benenden and
increase the number of children
from the village. The schedule is:
e Squirrels (aged 4-6):
Wednesday 3.45-4.45pm
e Beavers (aged 6-8): this group
had to close in September as
there was no one to lead it.VWe
hope that will change soon as it
was very popular. Please email if
you're interested in helping out.
e Cubs (aged 8-10.5):
Wednesday evening 6-7.30pm
e Scouts (aged 10.5-14):

Friday evening 7-9pm
e Explorers (aged 14-18):
Contact for further information.

To anyone looking for a
volunteering opportunity, I'd
thoroughly recommend getting
involved. I've found it more
rewarding than | expected, partly
because the Cubs come from
a range of backgrounds and
experiences but also because
my fellow volunteers are a really
nice bunch. If you're thinking of
a new volunteering opportunity
for 2025 please email:

Arun Osborne (Akela)
cubs@sissinghurstscouts.org.uk



1 The

T TR NE-S'I' F-E-n‘l'
are Qs

Help is on hand

f Omp any from your local Mind
E ) wwuw.westkentmind.org.uk
e Caring for you at home 01732 744950

Well established, family run Information given, volunteers
_ business, providing care for people welcome and donations needed.
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored
service allows you to live at home

with independence and dignity. We're here to make sure anyone
Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office with a mental health problem
to arrange a no obligation visit. has somewhere to turn for

01580 762202 .
www.carecompany.care advice and support.

@ P We are expanding our
AMORA CARE award-winning care to
: your area!

Personal care

Companionship & home help
Dementia care

Live-in and night care

Complex care

Post-hospital & respite

From 30-minute visits to live-in care

"Excellent service."

1 8. 0.8.8 ¢

Gill, Tunbridge Wells
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We are excited to announce that Amora Care’s new office servicing
Cranbrook and surrounding areas is NOW OPEN!

Book a

01580 2317 01

amoracare.co.uk




What to consider when

planning long-term social care
Care consultant Peter Ellis provides valuable
advice about the variety of services on offer
Social care services exist to support people
with the activities of daily living usually over
long periods of time. Understanding what you,
or a loved one, might want from a social care
provider, and how it is paid for, is usually a once
in a lifetime event and can be very confusing.

While there are variations on the theme,
the main forms which social care takes are
homecare and care homes. Care homes include
those with nursing and those without. Both
forms of residential care provide 24-hour a day
care and accommodation including all meals
and utilities etc. Nursing homes have the
capacity to manage more complex needs.

A care home will cost from £1,000 a week and
is considerably more expensive if you require
nursing or other specialised care. Nursing care
is offered in care homes without nursing by the
community nursing team but is restricted to tasks
like injections and dressings and is not suitable
for people whose conditions need regular
professional monitoring or treatment. The NHS
may fund some elements of nursing care in
nursing homes because they then do not have
to resource community nurses. This funding is
called funded nursing care (FNC) which is needs-
assessed and is paid at two levels, currently about
£220 or £302 a week. If you are considering a
nursing home you should ask about this.

Homecare is likely to cost £20-30 an hour
from an agency, with most packages being an hour
in the morning and half an hour each at lunch and
bedtime; that’s about £420 a week or £22,000 a
year. Live-in care starts at £800 a week plus bed
and board for the carer. Not all live-in care is
regulated so be careful in vetting your provider.

Some homecare providers are self-employed
and, if paid directly by the client and registered
as a sole trader rather than a limited company,
do not have to be registered with the Care
Quality Commission (CQC).They should
however have insurance and training certificates.

As a rule, people with savings over £23,250
have to pay for their own social care. If you have

savings of between £14,250 and £23,250 you have
to contribute from your savings and any income
such as a pension. Below this any personal
contribution will come from income only.

People who do well in home care are those
with less complex care needs as well as those
who have friends and family supporting them,
for example with shopping and occasional meals.
When choosing a homecare provider you should
only consider local agencies, as they provide the
most reliable care. Similarly with a care home
choose one where it is easy for your friends and
family to visit, because even the best care homes
can become isolating.

Look at the providers registration page at
www.cqc.org.uk/care-services; this will tell you
if they have any specialisms, for example dementia
care.While the rating from the CQC can be
useful, for example in avoiding providers with a
current rating of inadequate, be aware that any
rating from an inspection three or four years ago
may now be meaningless. If in doubt discuss the
rating with the service’s manager and ask what
changes have been made since the last inspection.
In every case make sure to meet the service, or
care, manager and ensure they are able to answer
your questions clearly.

If considering a care home, think about the
feel of the place when you visit. Consider what
activities the home offers and how these reflect
your interests or those of your loved one.

Going into a care home is often the last move
a person will make, so treat it like you would
moving home.

Useful links:

www.carehome.co.uk

www.homecare.co.uk
www.gov.uk/apply-needs-assessment-social-
services
www.nhs.uk/conditions/social-care-and-support-
guide

Local home care providers include:
www.amoracare.co.uk

Faye Hunt 07789 276426
faye_hunt@hotmail.com
www.carecompany.care
www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk 31



My night-
time hunt for
the “flying mice’
of the village skies

Local nature enthusiast Peter Driver

was in the dark about Benenden’s bats,

so he went looking for some

Although I've never been able to tell one bat
from another, | have long been fascinated by
the ‘flying mice’ that we are sometimes lucky
enough to see whirling around the garden

at dusk. | assumed that all small bats were
Pipistrelles and bigger bats, well, to be honest
| never saw any bigger bats.To remedy this
lack of knowledge, earlier this year | bought
myself a bat detector and set out, as a novice,

to see what bats | could find within the parish.

It was very exciting to detect my first bat
(a Common Pipistrelle) which was soon
followed by a second species (Soprano
Pipistrelle). | also recorded two of our largest
bats, Noctule and Serotine, before finishing
with another fairly common species, Brown
Long-Eared Bat. So that was five species of
bat on my first venture out. | was hooked!

Initially most of my sorties were within a
few hundred yards of my home in Iden Green
but | also visited the churchyard, Hemsted

Forest and a
couple of places
to target specific
bat species. Keeping to public footpaths
throughout, | went to the ponds by Waters
End Farm (just in Sandhurst) in order to
search for Daubenton’s Bat. Daubenton’s is
closely associated with open water, often
skimming the surface to hoover up prey,
and sure enough | managed to record this
species here.

A nocturnal visit to some cow pasture
turned out to be a hot spot for Noctules and
Serotines, which like to feed on the dung
beetles and chafers which flourish there.
Fortunately there weren’t any cows actually
present in the field and there was enough
moonlight to just about see where the cows
had ‘been’. My reward for avoiding the pats
was prolonged close views of both species as
well as the ubiquitous Common Pipistrelles.

My detector gives an automatic
identification of the bat but it is sometimes
unreliable. There are online analysers which
are better and I’'m also able to look at
recordings on my laptop using Call Analysis
software to confirm the identity myself. The
first thing | learnt is that it just isn’t possible
to identify every bat | record!

The picture below shows a recording
from Iden Green Woods.The top part of
the picture represents the amplitude
(loudness) while the bottom section shows
the frequency of the call (both plotted
against time).

Serotine (c) Hugh Clark

www.bats.org.uk




There are two bat species in the
recording shown below; Common Pipistrelle
(peak energy at 45 kHz) on the right and
Serotine (around 30 kHz) on the left.
| managed to add a few more species

to my total over the summer but bat

activity reduces with the approach
of autumn and now all of our bats

should be in hibernation.Winter

is a good time to review what
| have found.

Common Pipistrelle This is our commonest
bat, it weighs around the same as a 20p piece
and is by far the most likely species to be
seen hunting for small flies in your garden.
As can be seen below, calls peak at around
45 kHz.

Soprano Pipistrelle This bat was only
recognised as a separate species in 1999 and
is the second most common bat to be found
in the parish. It is often found near water and
is frequent over Iden Green sewage works.
Calls peak at 55 kHz.

Brown Long-Eared This bat is sometimes
called the whispering bat as its calls are
comparatively quiet and it can only be
detected within five metres or less. Some
moths can hear bats echolocation and take
evasive action, so to combat this, these bats
sometimes ‘switch off’ echolocation and rely
purely on their hearing. It also feeds by
‘gleaning’, i.e. plucking insects from leaves or
bark, but if you find a pile of moth wings in
your porch or garage it will be because of
this bat.

Serotine Another large bat of meadows and
pasture which also loves a dung beetle dinner.

Natterer’s One of the quieter species,
scarcely bigger than a Pipistrelle and slow
flying, it can snatch a spider from its web.

Daubenton’s It usually emerges late in the
evening and can be found hunting over open
water. I'll try a couple more of our larger
ponds for this species next summer.

Brandt’s/Whiskered Species of the genus
Myotis are difficult to tell apart from their
calls and in the case of Brandt’s and
Whiskered virtually impossible. Uncommon,
but of the two species, Whiskered is more
frequently found in Kent.

Leisler’s Bat A smaller relative of the
Noctule - this is another scarce bat.

| now know a lot more about Benenden’s
bats: different species emerge at different
times, feed in different habitats and on
different prey.There are fast-flying bats and
slow-flying bats; in addition to echolocation
calls, there are feeding buzzes and social calls
to recognise. They roost in different places, in
holes in trees, behind tiles and in roofspaces.
But there’s so much more to learn and | can’t
wait for next spring so | can go out again with
the detector.

If you want to know more about bats
there’s lots of information on the Bat
Conservation Trust website or if you've a
more general interest in wildlife please join
the Benenden Nature Facebook group.

Noctule This is the UK’s
largest bat with a body

the size of a Starling and
a wingspan of |5 inches - Berating
a very impressive animal
which loves to dine on

dung beetles. It’s also a _
declining species which ; | L] {11
we are lucky to have

in Benenden.

Comman Pmistrelle




Black Woodpecker, excavating ;_1

Woodpeckers galore and
days of exhilaration in
Hungary’s wooded hills

Our renowned ‘bird man’ Charles Trollope
heads to the mountains to finish off his
memorable European trip

From the vast plains in eastern Hungary

| travelled to the foothills of the mountains

in the north. It was a beautiful habitat with
limestone hills and cliffs, where the woods
contained a good cross-section of both
coniferous and deciduous trees.The deciduous
were mainly beech and not surprisingly
Hawfinch was one of the commonest finches
enjoying the beech mast.This chunky
handsome finch is rarely seen locally but a few
winters ago we had an ‘irruption’ - when birds
come over from the continent in search of
food, particularly if it has been a poor year for
beech mast in Europe.
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The woods were also good for
woodpeckers, including our own Great and
Lesser Spotted. | watched a woodpecker fly
into a willow tree and saw what | thought was
a young Great Spotted as it had a red head,
but it was too early in the year for young. It
was in fact a Middle Spotted Woodpecker,
which has not been recorded in the UK. It is
slightly smaller than the Great Spotted with
a shorter beak. It was a lovely bird and | could
not help thinking it was a pity that those
who named this bird might have been a bit
more imaginative!

The limestone cliffs are always worth a
visit, which involved a good hike up through
the trees, and | enjoyed listening to Marsh Tits
singing. Most of the Marsh Tits | find in Kent
are by their call and rarely by song, but their

continental —

-
2 g

cousins seem to
be the opposite.
On the path up
to the quarry we
came across a
Fire Salamander,
a beautiful lizard-
shaped amphibian,
about 20cm long
with black and
orange markings.
We were able to
watch for a good
few minutes as it

negotiated its way
across the path. A beautiful creature.

On reaching the cliffs, we scanned them in
search of a very special bird and it was not too
long before one was spotted investigating the
cracks for insects. It is very well camouflaged
until it flies, when it shows its spectacular
crimson wings. It was a Wallcreeper.When
you see it, it is no wonder that this bird tops
the list that most bird watchers would like to
see. | have seen one before in the Pyrenees
but it was only a fleeting glimpse, whereas
on this occasion | watched the bird for over



.';'ithladroma muraria,

Wallcreeper

20 minutes. It was a moment | will never
forget and one of my colleagues managed to
capture the bird in flight (see above). Whilst
we were watching the Wallcreeper, a Grey
Headed Woodpecker called and flew past, but
too quickly to get any sort of view.

Our next destination was the Bukk Plateau,
a forested area not unlike Hemsted, with
a good mixture of mature trees. |t was not
long before we saw an active woodpecker
nest hole. After a few minutes a black head
appeared with a beak full of sawdust. He shook
his head, depositing the sawdust outside of the
nest and then stood in the hole, | think waiting
for some applause! This was repeated a
number of times and each time he stood in the
entrance, looking as if he was saying “aren’t |
clever”. It was on one of these occasions that

.:Strix uralensis,
2" Ural Owl

| noticed its red head cap, confirming it was a
Black Woodpecker, which is Europe’s largest and
a species | was longing to see, having spent days
in the Pyrenees searching without success. On
one occasion he popped out of the nest hole
and clung to the side of the tree trunk enabling
us to see him in his entirety and get a feel of his
large size.

Part of the forest in the Bukk Plateau is a
protected area and only accessible with a
warden.We followed the warden’s car, which
suddenly came to a sudden halt because he had
spotted a majestic Ural Owl. It flew before we
could disembark but fortunately not very far and
perched on top of a bush in the afternoon sun,
giving us superb views. | knew that Ural Owls
were present but as they are mostly nocturnal
| never thought | would see one.

We proceeded on foot and it wasn’t long
before a White-backed Woodpecker landed high
in a tree.This was the fifth new woodpecker
species for me. Whilst we were enjoying the
view, a second woodpecker landed lower down
the trunk. Believe or not it was a Grey-headed
Woodpecker, which | had only heard and not
seen the previous day.

Bird watching can be a frustrating hobby
but on occasions it can be very exhilarating
and certainly this was one of those days.The
total number of bird species | saw or heard
on my trip to Hungary was | 10.

Charles Trollope 240821
cetetal @btinternet.com
Photographs: Neil Davidson
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New year is the time to
celebrate winter colour

Once the mayhem of Christmas has
passed and the tranquillity of a new year
has settled in, | put in a little thought on
how | can use colour in client’s winter gardens.
January and February are particularly devoid, |
hear the cry, but really | think it is just a shift in
expectation that needs managing. Colour
obviously lifts our spirits - we only have to
look up to a cerulean blue sky in winter to
realise that - but it is in fact all around us, even
at this time of year.

My starting point is the structural elements.
These are evergreens either in hedge, topiary,
bushy shrub or tree form.As an added bonus,
some are scented, e.g. daphne or sarcococca,
but most are pleasingly green ‘forms’ using
box or yew, or | am fond of using rather
parochial hedging plants such as privet or
Portugese laurel and leaving them to grow
into their own organic shape, as opposed
to obsessive clipping.

It is good to have some natural shape going
on in a garden to contrast with the clipping,
even from deciduous shrubs - letting elders
grow unruly, for example, allows nature to at
least take some hold from our control. There is,
however, no greater sight than a tightly clipped
yew hedge, preferably in block form, as anything
planted in front, whether spent perennials, a
flowering shrub in winter-skeleton form or a
variegated evergreen such as a euonymus, will

create a stunning visual.

v

Trees are an obvious structural element, too,
allowing the eye to bounce up high as it travels
around the garden, and if you are lucky enough
to possess a winter-flowering cherry then so
much the better, with their candy floss pink-
and-white petals in scant array on the branches.
| have long eulogised the merits of dogwood
stems, ‘Winter Fire’ being a particular favourite
- although this variety takes
longer to establish than others,
it’s worth the wait.

| still remember the cornus
beds at Hadlow College when |
studied there - the college did
hold the National Collection
so we were a little spoiled on
that front, as great expanses
were planted and the effect
was magical. Try to place these where they
catch some sunlight, preferably backlit, and they
are the better for it. | also like using libertias -

the grandiflora variety is fine

for an evergreen sword shape
but there are multi-coloured
varieties called L. ixioides
which have stiff stems of red,
green, purple-red and bronze
stripes (a bit like a phormium
but without the rambling size
and predictability). These again
look great planted generously
in front of winter evergreens,
and if a few deciduous grasses
are planted nearby and
grouped with overwintering perennials you
can easily see how colour can be introduced.
Add in some flowering hellebores, little iris
reticulatas, naturalising swathes of snowdrops
and aconites with some narcissi pushing
through, and you will find this is quite enough
for this restful time of the year. It is never too
long before the riot of spring bulbs starts once
again and we are back into the full swing of the
growing season.
Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy




Cat Sitting Service

o Accredited in pet First Aid and CPR
o Accredited Feline behaviourist
o Over 10 years experience

« Your local Cat Specialist Please contact
o WhatsApp, text, call 07485 660 781 lizzietuffpilates@gmail.com
for further information

www.furrycatface.com

Lizz1e TUFF is a dedicated Osteopath and
Exercise Therapist. As a mobile Osteopath,
she brings osteopathy and 1 to 1 exercise
therapy sessions dircctly to the comfort of

ﬁmm Fce your own home and Pilates classes locally.

F Pt Monday 9.30am | Iden Green Pavilion
Tuesday 9.30am | Northiam Village Hall
Wednesday 10.45am | Sandhurst Old School
Thursday 9.30am | Benenden Village Hall
Friday 9.30am | Northiam Village Hall
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All Seasons Fithess

Hand-Finished Curtains

& Blinds
Fabrics & Poles
Upholstery & Loose Covers
Wallpaper & Paint

Lighting & Carpets

www.lucyandrew.co.uk
@lucyandrewinteriors ~ lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk -~ 07930 507047
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==l bluebelsgroundworks.co.uk

Groundwork Services in Kent
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Above: Village celebrations: Benenden Hospital receives Gold reaccreditation after assessment for ‘Investors in People’; replacement

housing for the village defibrillator on The Green; primary school pupils taking part in Versatility Netball Festival, Matthew Sharp,
the stunning soloist with Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra; Benenden's Community Shop volunteers enjoy carol singing social
Front cover: Seasonal cheer: One frosty morning. Photograph: Ali Ludgate




