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BENENDEN ALMSHOUSE CHARITIES

New Almshouses,
Walkhurst Road, Benenden

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets
Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
NEW FUSE BOARDS

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response
18] .
Call Nick now 07776 254458
N EE ERE . . .
Pl email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
DOMESTIC 7y - ; -
INSTALLER == www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

—

AT BENENDEN -

I Bar OPén 7 Days a Week Roarmg Flres
Local Ales,_ ices, Wi ‘e Cldefv & Spirits
Fivate Dming, Hufiction & Par ty Hire
pen Mic Nights, Sunday Music Sessions N

Countrv Walks, Secret Garden & A Very Warm Wﬁ\lmme! = ‘
be
01580 240 054 . TN17 4DE enqu1r1es@thebullatbenenden co. ik

. Water Lane, info@seridafitness.co.uk
www.seridafitness.co.uk




Editorial

| don’t know about you, but when | saw this month’s front cover, | felt an urge to head for the Bull.
Not just because I'd been reading the horror stories about out-of-control business rates threatening
the very existence of pubs like our own, but also because this is the time of year when a log fire and
a pint of foaming ale with friends come into their own as quintessentially British pleasures.

So | went to the Bull and had a pint or three; then | went back again, this time for a social evening
to give thanks to the hard-working group of people who distribute this magazine to every house
in the village every month, come rain or shine.

Our calculations suggest that this merry band of 3| stout yeomen and yeowomen shifted more than
454,000 pages last year, delivering to your door the efforts of our enthusiastic contributors, backed
by 82 advertisers and the excellent Steve and Rob of Wealden Print. Ten years into our task of
bringing the best of Benenden to all our readers, we at the magazine are proud of our growing team
and ever grateful for your own support, feedback and ideas. Long may it continue.

Of course, not everything we write about is good news.We’re not quite in Donald Trump territory
when it comes to daily disasters, but this month, for example, we bring you a tale on page 7 of how,
despite the concerted efforts of our parish council and many village volunteers, our Neighbourhood
Development Plan, approved by 81% of voters in a referendum, has been overridden by Tunbridge
Wells Borough Council to allow the building of a 22-home site with not a single unit of affordable
housing, so crucial to locals and their families.

In among all the good stuff - the clubs and the charities, the walks and the gardens - it’s a salutary
reminder that communities like ours are always under threat and we have to do what we can to
help them thrive and survive - starting with a pint at your local, perhaps.

Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope,
Business and Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant

Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 07593 226462

Printed by Wealden Print, Flimwell, Kent 01580 466442 info@wealdenprint.co.uk 1



Church Calendar

St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie 01233 820100 rev.ylva@gmail.com

Churchwarden: Sue Fisher 241907 sue@undaunted.co.uk

Churchwarden: Cathy Presgrave 07500 119189 cathy.presgrave@gmail.com

www.benendenchurch.org 850849 benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

8am and 5pm services will be in the chancel of St George’s Church, accessed through the Bishop’s Door
to the east end of the church

[0am services will take place in the hall of Benenden Primary School

Sunday | February 8am Communion [0am All-age 5pm Evening Prayer
Communion
Sunday 8 February 8am BCP Communion [0am Morning Worship
Sunday |5 February 8am Communion [0am Sung Eucharist
Wednesday |8 February 7.30pm Ash Wednesday
Service at
St Nicholas Church, Sandhurst
Sunday 22 February 8am Communion [0am Morning Worship
Saturday 28 February 4pm Connect Four
at Mission Church, Sandhurst
Morning Prayer 8am Mondays and Fridays at The Rectory, Benenden

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Morning Prayer 8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Mid-week Communion [0am Tuesdays

Iden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘lden Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364 www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers

Funeral 9 January Ann Cole Funeral and burial
2



Church Letter

A short month that’s long on saints and singers

Well, we're into February already. I’'m not sure what happened to January - that has obviously just
flown by, never to be seen again.And now we are into the month of Valentine’s Day and, this year
at any rate, the beginning of Lent.

Valentine’s Day on |4 February is a confusing day in terms of saints in the Church. | have a book
entitled ‘Saints on Earth: A biographical companion for Common Worship’ (a catchy title). It starts
off by saying, “The commemoration and celebration of Valentine has nothing to do with lovers,
doves or Roman courting rituals.” Saint Valentine may be a conflation of two, or even three,
Valentines who were martyred - killed for their Christian faith. It goes on to say,“There has been
much speculation and misunderstanding surrounding these martyrs.”

Somehow, we have moved from Christian martyrs in the 3rd and 7th centuries, to a custom of
sending cards, flowers, chocolates and other gifts to loved ones. If Christian martyrs weren’t
enough to put a dampener on the romantic notion of Valentine’s Day, it has also become a day
that is hugely commercial. But, yes, | will still be giving Helen another Valentine’s Day card,
although, just to add another unromantic layer, in our household at least, 14 February is also the
day of the Calcutta Cup (Scotland v England) in the Six Nations this year.

This year Lent starts on |8 February. Due to the closure of the nave of St George’s Church, our
Ash Wednesday service will take place at St Nicholas Church in Sandhurst (7.30pm.) | hope you
will be able to join us for this reflective service - and, of course, the day before is Shrove Tuesday,
with lovely pancakes to eat.

The other church event we have this month is combining two things that | enjoy: beer and
singing! We have a ‘Beer and Hymns’ event at The Bull on Sunday 8 February, from 5pm. Come
along, choose and sing some of your favourite hymns. (We’ll have the old Come and Praise hymn
book from school assembly days for many of you).

So, whether February brings a romantic day for you, or means Six Nations rugby, or beer and
hymns, or pancakes, or the start of Lent, may it be a good month that doesn’t fly by too quickly.

Finally, just a reminder regarding the Restore-Renew-Rejoice Project: the 8am services will
continue every Sunday in the chancel of St George’s, as will the monthly evening prayer service.
The 10am services will take place in the hall of Benenden Primary School.

Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean



Village Calendar

February
Sunday | Jack & The Pet Shop, Benenden Players, Benenden Village Hall, 2.30pm
Friday 6 Hemsted Park, Benenden V-1 Flying-Bomb Excavation Lecture,
Benenden School Theatre, 7pm
Saturday 7 Bingo, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 8 Friends of St George’s, Beer and Hymns, The Bull, Benenden, 5pm p.9
Tuesday 10 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Tuesday 10 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am
Tuesday 10 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.13
Friday 13 Hemsted Park, King for a Day: The Nat King Cole Story,
Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7.30pm p-11
Saturday 14 Mr and Mrs Evening, St George’s Social Club, 8.30pm
Monday 16 Parish Council Meeting, Benenden Hospital Quinlan Centre, 7pm
Tuesday 17 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Delia Taylor: Coco Chanel,
Memorial Hall, 2pm p.17
Saturday 21 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 22 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm
Monday 23 Hemsted Park, Ben Fogle:WILD, Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7.30pm p.l 1|
Tuesday 24 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Tuesday 24 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am
Tuesday 24 Merry and Bright, Slide Away: supporting children following bereavement,
Memorial Hall, 2pm p.15
Thursday 26 Hemsted Park, Attention All Shipping: A Celebration of the Shipping Forecast,
Benenden School Theatre, 7.30pm p.11
Friday 27 Benenden School Symphony Orchestra’s Winter Concert,
Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7.30pm p.21

Saturday 28 Skittles, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Iden Green Toddler Group

Tuesdays during term time in lden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am

Cakes & Chaos: Toddler Group

Fridays during term time at the Mission Church, Sandhurst, 9-1 lam
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Parish Council

Yes, | know | wrote a piece about unnecessary road closures a couple of years back but it’s the
gift that keeps on giving. We had plenty of notice regarding the major works on Walkhurst Road
and were prepared for the detours and diversions and inconvenience we would have to endure.
On the first day, my daughter and | made for Benenden’s café and, as we arrived at the junction
with Goddard’s Green Road, were surprised to find that, had we wanted to turn right, we
wouldn’t have been able to because there was a red sign indicating that the road - in the
direction of the hospital - was closed.

More worryingly, there was a white car parked just beyond the sign and, just before the sign,
there was a worried-looking chap on the phone and a car - his - in the front garden of the end
cottage. Having swerved and crashed through the gates, seemingly knocking down what looked
like 250mm thick gateposts, it had fetched up perilously close to the brickwork (I only learned
it hadn’t gone through the wall after it had been taken away).

| asked the driver if he needed help.“On the phone to the cops, now,” he said.

We continued along Goddard’s Green Road, up to the junction with Golford Road. Again,
fortunately, we were going left. Fortunately, because Golford Road (to our right) was also closed.
This didn’t augur well for people trying to get to Benenden Hospital, since the diversion sign
pointed down the road we had just driven down, which was closed at both Walkhurst Road and
Goddard’s Green Road!

| decided to call Kent Highways, and since there had been an accident (seemingly caused by
two fast-moving vehicles turning up, effectively, at the bottom of a cul-de sac) | would use the
emergency number.

It was with some difficulty that | convinced the operator that Goddard’s Green Road had been
closed. Eventually, he took my word and | was told it would be sorted out, which it was. It
appears the sign should not have been there and it was subsequently removed. Why it was there
in the first place, | could only guess - which is, of course, the problem. Guesswork should not be
required by drivers when approaching Road Closed signage, nor when trying to find the way back
to their intended route.

Russell Cruse, Parish Councillor

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
07593 226462 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk
For more information see our website benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk or find us on Facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 16 February,
Benenden Hospital Quinlan Centre, 7pm



STRENGTH TRAINING
FOR WOMEN

You're never too old to reap the

benefits...

Stronger bones

Increased metabolic rate
Improved posture & stability
Better blood pressure control
Maintenance of a healthier
body composition

Reduced injury risk

Www.thiswomanlifts.com
g_!i'zabeth@thisﬁVomanlifts.com
07886833260

Professional and
traditional upholsterers

Thegbald....... s
dpholstery (&

Won&f?f 5, Slaney Place Farm
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT

www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk
Tel: 01580 890055

Most ,peyt;f rniture
re-upholstered and’ r/e}mz’rezf
Cushion interior replacement
Service, antique restoration,
stockists for DIY enthusiasts,

extensive range of fabrics.

K JONES ELECTRICAL

Electrical and Solar Contractors
Accredited, qualified and trusted local
family business
for over 40 years
Free Estimates

01580 848118

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

TW FUGGLE(

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 24-HOUR SERVICE
ALL ARRANGEMENTS UNDERTAKEN WITH PERSONAL ATTENTION
CRISPIN & SIMON FUGGLE 4TH GENERATION FUNERAL DIRECTORS

20 ASHFORD ROAD, TENTERDEN, KENT, TN30 6QU | T: 01580 763340 | www.twfuggle.co.uk

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

.Jit's the word on The Street!

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegei‘qbles, beers and wi
We offer a Friend|y welcome to all our customers as well as delici

ANDY AND SUE'S
MOBILE

LOG SPLITTING
SERVICE Please call
01580 241792
07887 997551

cmc}
J drin:}(-s and snacks.

-
Shop opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Mondqy to Scd'urdcy and 9am-12noon on Sunclay.

Qfﬁce services. =

Post Office opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,

7.30am-4pm on Wednesday and 7.30am-12pm on 50+urc|cy.

Café opening hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am-2pm on Saturday.

C|osec| on Su nday.
info@benendens.co.uk

Tel: 01580 279808




Talking Point

What price local democracy in battle with builders?

The 201 | Localism Act introduced the concept of a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).
The intention was to enable communities to shape local development, including giving the option
to identify acceptable sites for new homes. Better than centrally imposed developments, out of
kilter with local views and needs.

The NDP process is not a NIMBY’s charter. Benenden’s team of over 20 volunteers spent four
years in research, design, drafting and consultation to produce a positive plan that councillors at
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council incorporated into the TWBC Local Plan as a binding document.
Local democracy in action.

We worked closely with the professional planners at TWBC to ensure our plan was aligned to
theirs, although their Local Plan failed to satisfy the examiner and had to be re-written. | am still
surprised that we amateurs succeeded while the professionals fell short.

Our NDP identified sites for development, each incorporating affordable housing. In Walkhurst
Road work is almost complete and the show home is open. In East End the site south of
Goddard’s Green Road is now being built following constructive consultation with the developer.

The final site on New Pond Road has proved more controversial. The developers who purchased
the site produced a plan for 22 new homes, but none ‘affordable’. This is a major issue. The NDP
was designed to deliver a mix of homes for families or those looking to downsize, and affordable
homes so that local people could stay in the village. Developers, meanwhile, are reluctant to
provide affordable homes, as it reduces their profit.

The parish council argued that the development must meet our NDP policies, but the developer
created a design that convinced TWBC’s professional planners that any affordable housing would
make the site unviable. TWBC councillors supported the parish council, overruled their own
planners and rejected the application unless affordable homes were included. But, on appeal, the
developers won.The National Planning Inspector was convinced by the developers’ argument that
the site was too expensive to develop with eight affordable homes included. He gave greater
weight to TWBC planners who supported the application, not pushing back for an alternative,
viable proposal.

Our positive plan in support of building, including affordable homes for local people, was set
aside, although it had support from 81% of residents in a referendum. Support from elected
borough councillors, who rejected the recommendation of their own planners, was also set aside.

What made this site so expensive to develop? There is a single 1970s house to knock down and
this appears to have made affordable housing impossible to deliver. No wonder our green fields
are under attack; brownfield sites just don’t make big enough profits for some housebuilders.

Paul Tolhurst



Private Tuition

Remote Sessions
Now Available

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential

Hand-Finished Curtains With Clare Leek

& Blinds clare.intuition@btinternet.com

Fabrics & Poles 07711 619536
Upholstery & Loose Covers

Wallpaper & Paint
Primary Subjects
Lighting & Carpets
Singapore Maths

French

www.lucyandrew.co.uk
() @lucyandrewinteriors - lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk ~ 07930 507047

POGLE’S

Wes+ Kent GARDEN MAINTENANCE
B e n e n d e n for better mental health Mowing ’

Vi I Iage H al I Help is on hand from your local Mind Strimming
www.westkentmind.org.uk Hedge Cutting 7

<« . . . d
Let your imagination run 01732 744950 aneme

Wild _ the hall can be anything Information given, volunteers welcome
»| and donations needed.
you want !

Please call
Sue and Andy
; 01580 241792

% 07887 997551

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

B e

Call John Betts on
07419 989830 for details

www.benendenvillagehall.org

Topsoils | Composts | Barks :
Decorative Stone | Aggregates WE PROMOTE

HEALTH & WELLBEING
TO BUILD STRONG
COMMUNITIES

' How Can We Support You? i

N

www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk

See website for details - www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk

The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG = "
f @wellbeingintheweald @]




Cakes and Chaos

As you may have heard, St George’s Church
building is temporarily closing for
refurbishment. This will include lifting the
old worn-out tiles and laying a new floor
throughout, with underfloor heating being
installed. Our toddler group will have to
relocate temporarily for the duration, probably
until November 2026. From 23 January we will
meet from 9-1 lam in the Mission Church,
Back Road, Sandhurst TN18 5JU.

If you have any questions, please talk to me
or contact me:
Helen Commander 240658 or 07930 898910
helenjcommander@gmail.com

Grief talk

Coming to terms with the loss of a loved one
can be one of the hardest things we have to
do.When someone has died, while we may
feel our loved one is at peace, it can still leave
us with hugely mixed emotions.

From 10am-12noon on Saturday 28
February in the Mission Church, Back Road,
Sandhurst TN 18 5JU, we are offering a
morning to explore our grief through
conversation, readings and crafting together.
It will be a safe space to come to talk and
share what has been going on for you.Talking
to others who have been through similar
experiences can be helpful, or just knowing
that someone is there to listen.

For more information and to book this
free workshop please contact:

Claire Roberts 754374
claireecr57@yahoo.com

FRIENDS OF ST GEORGE'S

Join us for
\ BEER AND HYMNS

I-!i | Sunday 8 February

at 5pm
" + inThe Bull, Benenden

e =

w9 Let us know your favourite
' hymns and join the
singalong. Requests to
joanne.clube@gmail.com

ALL ARE WELCOME

BVT film night

A screening of Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid, hailed as one of the greatest
Westerns ever, was a big hit with the sell-out
audience in Benenden Village Hall on
6 December.The event, the third film night
organised in the venue by Benenden Village
Trust raised over £1,300 to support
modernisation and improvements to the hall.
BVT would like to thank all those who
made the evening a success: the audience,
who contributed a great atmosphere and
lots of bar and raffle ticket purchases; and the
team of volunteers who organised the event,
prepared the hall and cleared up afterwards.
Particular thanks to Paul Tolhurst, event
mastermind and BVT trustee, and Grant
Matthews of WoW Cooking who, as at
previous film nights, contributed (at cost)
a delicious, themed meal - this time with a
Western flavour.
Martin Dickson, Chair, Benenden Village Trust



\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mowing ~ fr,

Q@

qaxing leaking taps to complete kitchens &6

Pipes & Nails

e Home o Garden o
Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service

Tm’Care The Complete
Gmrpﬂny Care Service for
You at Home

Inspected and rated

Tenterden,

Q CareQuality Cranbrook and

Commission surrounding areas

All our services are available on a short-term
or ad-hoc basis, with no contract, including:

» Night Cover « Accessing the Community
« Sit-in Services « Medication Management

Contact our Manager, Vicky, for more information

01580 762202 www.carecompany.biz
care@carecompany.care

Local & Trusted
~ WEe'll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

~ 8uljn ~ SdueualUIeW 3 SUlUEBD|D JOJRIPEI ~ swoos®

Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamilly@gmail.com
www.pipesandnails.com

R)
S/0d uieund

SUag ~ $320| 1§ SI00p ~ sjood SulwIMms ~

-AMORA CARE

T&V& vs w[/aw /ug& Ztm\@...

Personal care
Dementia care
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

“We only have positive things to say
about the care Amora has provided
to our mum over the past 18 months.”

Steve, Tonbridge

Book a free assessment on

amoracare.co.uk Premium Home Care with Love

Q-C"a.r:?lduaiity ¢ Trustpilot

Commission EIEIEIEIED e Excoteer




‘ HEMSTED |
PARK Book now at hemstedpark.com

Sprlng/Summer 2026 Sneak Peek
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13 March 27 March 16 April 19 June

In partnership with

BURFIELDS HOUSE foundation
WEALTH MANAGEMENT




TAILORED TO . i

SUIT AN

CareQuality
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Rated
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EXACT NEEDS {

Call today angdk

just a little bit eesner P

Natalie or Chloe: 01580 762244

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk

ARE YOU A CARING,
COMPASSIONATE
PERSON?

Why not join our team of
friendly carers? Full training
provided to all applicants.

Call today on the

.number above to

arrange an interview.

1| Hourly Rate, Mileage AND Travel Time paid from first to last
-t call. Enhanced rates for NVQ Workers.

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

CALL:07958 081915

PDS Tutoring
PERSONALISED

DEDICATED STUDIES
From Reception to GCSE

Is your Maths not as magical
as it might be?

Do you wish you knew the top tips
and tricks to succeed?

Would you like some Positive Directed
Schooling?

Then PDS Tutoring might be the Private
Devoted Solution you are looking for.

For price details and availability
contact Phillipa Sarton on
sartonpdstutoring@gmail.com

Qualified teacher with over 33 years
of experience and DBS certified

Website: www.amyseymourinteriors.co.uk
Instagram: @amyseymourinteriors
Email: amy@amyseymourinteriors.co.uk

A\
Pilates\\Vise

www.pilateswise.co.uk

N

PILATES CLASSES
for all abilities

Call
077747 464828
“Kat is such a great pilateswise@mail.com
teacher/mentor, | would
highly recommend
her classes.”
Nicci, Benenden

GROUP MAT CLASSES
Monday 8.30pm
Benenden Village Hall

Wednesday 10.15am
Benenden Village Hall

Thursday 9am
Bloomsburys, Biddenden

Thursday 7.45pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden

GROUP REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

in new Pilates Studio, Benenden



Village lunch

All Benenden villagers are invited to join us for
lunch in the village hall at 12.30pm on Tuesday
10 February. If you would like to come and
haven’t written your name down already, then
please ring me by Thursday 5 February. It costs
just £5 and lifts can be arranged.

Sheila Hume 854627

Friends of Benenden

Primary School

We’re delighted to share that the year ahead

is shaping up to be a busy and exciting one,
with lots of events planned to bring our school
community together and continue supporting
the children.

One of our headline events this term will
be the much-anticipated Danceathon.This fun,
high-energy fundraiser is always a favourite
with the children, giving them the chance to
get moving, enjoy music, and raise money for
school projects at the same time. More details
will be shared soon.

We'll also be hosting a series of bake sales,
which are a wonderful way to bring everyone
together over homemade treats while supporting
our school. If you enjoy baking (or buying cakes),
these are a brilliant way to get involved.

Another exciting addition to our calendar
is a pre-loved book sale.This is a fantastic
opportunity to give books a second life,
encourage a love of reading and pick up some
great finds at the same time. Donations and
volunteer help will be very welcome.

As always, none of this would be possible
without the support of our school community.
Whether you can help at an event, donate
items, or simply come along and take part,
every contribution makes a difference. Here’s
to a positive, connected, and successful year
ahead for Benenden Friends.

Evie Banfield and Jane Mason
friends@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/

THE CopPER HOUSE GARDEN

Succession Planting
| Walk & Talk Course

The course will run monthly
across six sessions, covering
topics such as seasonal planting,
plant combinations,
staking & propagation.

Each session will last
approximately 1.5 hours.
4 places remaining.

Course dates: Thursday evenings
23 April, 28 May, 25 June, 30 July
27 August & 24 September
£90 for the six sessions

For more information get in touch
at thecopperhousegarden.co.uk

Benenden Primary School
January has been a month of excitement at
Benenden CEP.The Year 6 children had an
incredible time at their residential trip to
Bowles Outdoor Centre, the Young Voices
event at the O2 was amazing - and we had
a little bit of snow!

All members of the school community have
been working hard to find ‘glimmers’ in every
situation this term. Glimmers are those spiritual
moments that make your tummy feel good or
give you a warm, fuzzy or happy feeling. This
term, these have included a staff member
noticing a sunrise and taking a photo, children
listening to the birds in silence at forest school,
and watching a child grow in confidence with
their learning. | highly recommend looking for
glimmers in situations that might feel difficult -
they are everywhere.

The school is now preparing for the
Benenden Showcase - where children can
audition and, if successful, show a packed
audience their talents. In previous years, this has
included comedy acts, singing, drama sketches,
breakdancing and ballet - to name but a few.

It is always a joy to see children (who may not
necessarily thrive in the classroom) blossoming
and performing so beautifully.

Alison Brook, Headteacher 240565
office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
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* Repair service
Roller doors
Sectional doors - up to 67mm insulated
Up & over doors - manual & :
electric

Side opening doors
All makes and styles

CPN FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

PRIVATE CLIENT WEALTH MANAGEMENT
& INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

GARAGE DOORS & CPN

FINANCIAL PLANNING | INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
ESTATE PLANNING
With in-person presence in Sissinghurst, CPN provide
independent financial advice and financial & wealth
planning services to a variety of personal and corporate
clients across Kent, Surrey, the South East and beyond.

Please contact us if you are interested in finding out more
about the services we provide, across Pensions & ISAs,
Insurance, IHT planning, other investments and more

financial products. We offer a fee free initial discussion &
consultation.

CHRIS PAGE (DipPFS)
Tel: 0208 668 8885
chrisp@cpngroup.co.uk

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
01634 244452 01580 230970

is an appointed of CPN Lp
ulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) No. 731205, with
ices at All Saints Church, West Pallant, Chichester, POT9 1TD.

Kitchen Fitting
Floor & Wall Tiling

Bathroom & Shower

;‘ég [TH

Construction Services : . :
We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service . IllStaHthlOH FIOOI‘H]Q
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989 & Surveying . -

2 .S 5 :
2intino & ST G
[1 Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors Pamtmb & Decor AN

&3 No Call Out Charge : Drylining & Partition Walls

Vs
@) No FixNo Fee . o . e
Al Work Fully Guaranteed Justin Hunt : Suspended Ceilings
& 10% Senior Citizen Discount 07710 039 190 : Decking & Patios

justin@jshsurveying.co.uk : Cladding & Roofing

Garden Landscaping

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Uncomplicated,
trustworthy and

confidential advice if you
are selling or letting m

Ashford: 01233 506260 Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk



Talking shop

We are starting the new year with renewed
energy and there have been some positive
changes.We have been welcoming in some
great new volunteers as well as welcoming
back many of our former ones. Jules, our
manager, has sourced some new suppliers
whose products we are going to try;

Holmes Bakery, who provide specialist pastries;
J Hall and Sons, who produce simple slices of
favourite cakes to add to picnics and lunch
boxes; Choc on Choc (who doesn’t love that
name?), offering products similar to those of
Hotel Chocolat; the Victorian Candle Company
and the Yorkshire Candle Company, who
provide gorgeously scented candles (e.g. cedar
wood and vanilla, lime and mango, caramel latte,
baby powder) at a reasonable price; and
Timeless Aromas offering bath salts and

wax mounts. Some great choices here for
Valentine’s Day.

You will have noticed that we have some
lovely new café furniture both inside and out.
Both sets have been bought with funds donated
by two very kind people who want to remain
anonymous. We offer our sincere thanks to
them for their generosity.

We would also like to express our gratitude
to the parish council for a much-needed grant
to cover the cost of some basic replacement
items. So far we have bought a new laptop,
menu boards and oven.We are also looking
to find a better chiller for the café.

Menu wise we are now offering yummy
halloumi fries, french fries and hash browns
as well as our normal fare.

Sunday opening times have changed just for
the winter period.The shop will be open from
9am until noon.When the better weather
comes it will change again.

Thank you all for your custom and
continued goodwill. We all appreciate how
important Benenden’s is to the village and the
customers, staff and volunteers who keep it
buzzing and thriving.

Bev Beveridge info@benendens.co.uk
www.benendens.co.uk

Non-perishable food leftovers
Leftover biscuits? Diet started and want the
last of your treats out of the house? Any non-
perishable foods would be appreciated for the
Nourish foodbank. Please drop at St George’s
Church or the Garden House, Standen Street.
Collections possible. Please contact Gemma at
gemmalouhunter@gmail.com or call 241064.
Gemma Coupland and Liz Bewley

Merry and Bright

| hope everyone managed to get through the
cold spell unscathed.The poor garden looks
very sad at the moment, but we should be
able to put our plans into action soon and
they will start to look good again. After our
AGM we shall start our 2026 activities, talks
and outings. Do come along and join us as we
have a great programme. Our next meeting is
on 24 February featuring a guest speaker from
the bereavement for children charity Slide Away.
Lifts are available - just contact me.

Laraine Penny, Chair 241763

Christmas Day lunch
Our Christmas day lunch was attended by 21
people in total (plus two very well-behaved
little dogs).We all enjoyed a traditional
Christmas meal with a glass (or two) of wine,
with a break at 3pm to watch the King’s Speech.
Most of the items (food, decorations,
crackers etc) had been provided by generous
people, with money also donated. The result
was we had a lovely lunch and were able to
send a donation of £170 to Catching Lives, the
homeless charity we support in Canterbury.
Thank you to everyone who contributed in
some way to making this a successful day.We
were having so much fun that no photographs
were taken to record the event!
Helen Commander
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All Gutter Maintenance APPLE PIE FARM

Cleaning, Repairs or Replacement

Fascia & Soffit Repairs or Replacement STO RAG E

Pully insured

Short and long term storage
requirements solved!

Telephone Mark on
07762 461381

Storing furniture ? Re-decorating ? Uncluttering ? Renting your house
out ? Ideal for storing garden machinery, sports equipment etc.

Whatever you want to store... _ : :
..house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling, Talk to us about our storage, delivery and collection of your accounting data.

house building work, paperwork overload or just

“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly T
Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our
website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk

— we offer a friendly and flexible W o,
service in Cranbrook. With secure ¢ S
storage, competitive rates, all on g
one level and hassle free BARN
24/7 access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231
www.barn-store.co.uk

Everything Outside | |

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

o

UNIT 14 APPLE PIE FARM, CRANBROOK ROAD, BENENDEN, TN17 4EU
Telephone: 01580 388754 - Mobile: 07515 649688

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors

co m p I ete G a rd e n & Fe n Ci ng SOI utio n S serving the local community with compassion and the

highest standards of service and professionalism.

Fencing * Mowing ¢ Hedge Trimming © Turfing e e oy s eenrone ol .
Clearance * Landscaping * Gardening * Digger Work| | s o
Concreting * Tree Surgery* Pressure Washing e el ot e e

Patios © Decking © Pergolas ¢ Driveways soLoecHanter W
Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF
01580 713636

01580 766 232 07795 465 861 | | = i~

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com
www.jperigoeandson.com

Find us on J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of

Al www.everythingoutside.co.uk 0 1 o s

Career, Family or Relationship Worries?
Stuck in a Rut? Feeling Lost?
Not sure who you are, or what you really want?

oATTENDEY

.. .. VET CLINIC B | o I'm Sara
7 An ICF ACC qualified coach and counsellor.
I can help you
Relight your spark.
Accepting new clients Find your confidence.

Callus on 01622 397900

Discover your direction.

Be the authentic you!
For a friendly, confidential, free initial chat,
contact:
Sara@Peartreeconfidencecoaching.com

ML EAR www.PearTreeConfidenceCoaching.com

Email: info@pattendenvets.com B

www.pattendenvets.com

f ©




Wednesday coffee mornings
We would love to see more people at the
coffee morning in the Memorial Hall every
Wednesday between 10-11.30am, to catch up
and make new friends.We look forward to
seeing you soon for a hot drink and a biscuit.
Gilly Walton 242855 gilly.walton@gmail.com

Benenden Village Trust

The dead and dying trees on Benenden
recreation ground, which had been suffering
from an attack of honey fungus, have now been
cut down and removed. The problem, first
described in last month’s issue, affected all but
four trees on the northern, roadside boundary
of the recreation ground. Honey fungus
(Armillaria) destroys the roots of trees and
perennial plants.

The stumps of the trees affected will need
to be ground and the remains taken away,
which will take place when the weather
improves. The soil will also be analysed and
treated to promote the immune system of the
remaining healthy trees. A view will be taken
on replacing the dead trees with saplings when
it is safe to do so.

The operation is being undertaken by
Benenden Village Trust, the charity which
owns the recreation ground and village hall.
The scheduled work would have cost the
BVT around £5,000, which would have had
to be met from its reserves. However, the
parish council has agreed to meet the costs
and BVT is most grateful for this generous
contribution to the wellbeing of this key village
recreational facility.

Separately, a number of dead trees on the
Iden Green recreation ground, also owned
by BVT, were cut down and removed in
early January. They were not affected by
honey fungus.

Martin Dickson, Chair, Benenden Village Trust

JESUS:
THE EVIDENCE

There is a wealth of evidence pointing to Jesus
being the Son of God. Jesus: The Evidence draws
upon current historical, textual and archaeological
research to present this evidence in a clear,
rational manner. Accessible to non-Christians

and Christians alike.

Iden Green and Benenden WI
WI meetings foster friendship and inclusion,
and January was no exception.The icing on
the cake was provided by member Jocelyn
Gregory, with her memories of life as a farm
student in Oxfordshire. Her reminiscences
never disappoint.

We also took part in the vote for the WI
Resolution for 2026.WI resolutions and
campaigns have long been examples of the
W!/’s purpose and objectives. Tickets are
still available for the Kent Federation AGM
in March.

Popular social/craft afternoons and
lunches/outings are being planned for warmer
days ahead. Come to the Memorial Hall on
Tuesday |7 February 2-4pm when Delia Taylor
will be giving a talk on Coco Chanel.You will

find a warm welcome.
Jackie Liffen WI@daisystar.co.uk
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@ benenden
hospital

Fast access
to treatment for
everyone

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.

To book an appointment, call now

&* 01580362880
@ benendenhospital.org.uk

Self-pay treatments

Payment
plans
available

Choose Benenden Hospital for

(“) Fast access to diagnosis
and treatment

() Leading and highly respected
Consultants

() Compassionate and
experienced teams

(“) Clear and easy to understand
pricing

[ inspected and rated

Outstanding ¥y

CareQuality
Commission

QP doctify
4.86 kK kX

Based on 3500+ reviews

== MOVING?
mie NEED AN EXTRA
PAIR OF HANDS?

BE_BE

Sourcing of quotations for removal
firms and other related services

Sensitive help with de-cluttering

Staging rooms ready for sale
Change of address correspondence

Arranging for small remedial

. . . Curtain alterations
repairs prior to marketing

Packing and creation of inventories

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE TEAM ON 07766 000064

——

—
r

R.M Sports Therapy

Get your aches & pains eased
by a professional, fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist
in Benenden.

Injury assessment, massage,
stretching, cupping, taping
& exercise rehabilitation.

Reduce pain,
improve your flexibility,
.F strength & posture g
with Rebecca Manford
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601




Benenden Hospital

Whether you recognise Valentine’s Day or
not, February is a great opportunity for us to
raise awareness of all matters of the heart. On
|4 February, many take part in celebrations of
romantic love, friendship and admiration. This
can be especially difficult if you suffer from
loneliness.You could feel lonely due to a lack
of close friends or family, or you could be in

a room full of people you know and still

feel lonely.

According to Office for National Statistics
(ONS) research published in November, 33%
of Britons aged 16 to 29 reported feeling
lonely “often, always or some of the time” -
the highest of all age groups (17% of over70s
said the same thing). | want to raise awareness
of the impact that chronic loneliness can have
on your heart health, especially as this month
marks the British Heart Foundation’s
campaign, Heart Month. Every three minutes,
someone in the UK dies from cardiovascular
disease so it’s extremely important to check
in with your heart health and wellbeing.

A study from the Universities of York,
Liverpool and Newcastle published in the
journal ‘Heart’, showed that loneliness and
social isolation was associated with a 29%
increased risk of coronary heart disease and
a 32% increased risk of having a stroke.
Loneliness, if severe or lasting a long time,
might also increase the risk of other health
conditions such as stress, anxiety, low mood
or depression and dementia.

So, take some time to reconnect with
yourself and others this Heart Month - you
never know what benéefits it could have on
your health.

Claire Harley, Hospital Director

NEW VENUE DUE TO
RENOVATIONS AT
" ST GEORGE'S CHURCH

Mission Church

1 Sandhurst
e Thursday
Commupity Choir  ;4.17 30am

during term time
ALL WELCOMEa.

To book your place call .
Carla on 07743 430 797 !

Lo

Village Fete

We are very happy to announce that our
wonderful village fete, in support of St
George’s Church, will take place on The Green
on Saturday 13 June (12-4pm). Planning is
already well underway to create a wonderful
community event featuring traditional stalls,
games, fun, music, food and drink.

Over the next few months we will provide
updates and details of where and when to
drop off your much-appreciated donations
(starting in May). So please start putting aside
any pre-loved and good condition toys, books,
clothes, jewellery, bric-a-brac, tools and
hardware that you would like to give. It’s so
good that these items will find new life at the
fete while also contributing to the upkeep of
the church. Although the church interior will
be closed we hope that the tower will be
open for visits to try the bells and enjoy the
fabulous views.We will keep you updated.

As always, the success of the fete depends
hugely on the support and energy of many
volunteers. If you would like to get involved
for a few hours on the day before or on fete
day itself (10-6pm) it would be very much
appreciated, and we would love to hear from
you. Every little helps enormously and you will
still be able to enjoy all the fun of the fete.
Cathy Presgrave and Athena Cripps
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TRADITIONAL VER:

COMPANY

Request a brochure
01580 854891 | www.ttvc.co.uk
Made in England

MADE IN
BRITAIN




Bringing the lonely
in from the cold

February can be a challenging month for many
people. Colder weather and short days can
make it difficult to stay connected, and it’s
often tempting to stay indoors. Loneliness isn’t
always obvious, and for some older people or
those who live alone, getting out at this time
of year can be difficult, making the winter
months feel particularly isolating.

A short phone call, a visit to say hello to a
neighbour, or even a letter through the door
can make a real difference. It’s sad that letter
writing is something of a lost art, but | find
that taking the time to write a few lines by
hand, even a short note, can mean a great
deal to many people, showing them they're
cared for, while also offering a welcome break
from screens!

Charities like Age UK also run telephone
friendship services, matching volunteers with
older people for a regular weekly chat. Just half
an hour a week can provide companionship
and friendship to those who might otherwise
go days without speaking to anyone. Many of
our local churches and charities run face-to-
face befriending schemes, and many
community groups across the Weald (like The
Dementia Experience) are glad to welcome
new volunteers.

Rural areas like ours have such a strong
sense of community, and it’s something I'm
immensely proud of. So, this February, |
encourage everyone to write a letter to
someone who’d appreciate it, volunteer, or if
you know anyone that’s struggling or you need
help yourself, please don’t hesitate to write to
me at Katie.Lam.MP@parliament.uk.

Katie Lam MP

Hug in a Mug

A warm & welcoming Coffee Morning
for family members of those with dementia

Thursday 5 February

10-11.30am

The Trough, Charity
Farm, Swattenden Lane,
TN7 3PS

entia
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@
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Benenden Pre-School

It is really important for children to embrace
all kinds of weather and we certainly have had
a range on offer this winter. Rain, wind, ice and
sleet followed by temperatures at above
average for the time of year.

There are many benefits for children from
playing outside in all weather conditions,
including boosting their immune systems and
offering opportunities for exploration and
discovery. Fresh air is brilliant for the good
health of both the body and the mind and
children and adults alike will come in from
outdoor play invariably feeling fresher and
brighter than when they went out.

The sensory experience of the seasons
fosters an understanding of the cycle of life,
for example that plants need both rain and
heat in order to grow, and there will be
nothing more magical than soon seeing the
daffodils that we planted in the autumn
pushing up through the soil. Thank goodness
that children adore mud and water as we have
plenty of it in the garden.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
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TERRY
THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER
Controlling Moles

using traditional methods

07746 937.373 | 01580 241759
terrybaldwin73@icloud.com

A‘;‘
Tree Surgery,.|

Professional tree care

to the highest standard 2
Culds
NPTC www.lsrtreesurgery.co.uk "

07515 101486

# Katie Lam MP

Member of Parliament for the Weald of Kent

| ga«m {'o clg—n u.P

newc | et #sr !

1 you need iy lﬂs|p, p|sm‘,a get in touch!

gHousc of Commons, London SWI1A 0AA

katie.lam.mpf@parliament.uk

O 01580 388344

@ @katieforkent

ﬁ facebook.com /katieforkent

%

THE OAK BARN

Frame Farm

WEDDINGS

& PARTIES
mé%c@ﬂm & wuslic chaem

From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of
The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

WE ARE PLFASED TO OFFER. \

BORDER DESIGN & ADVICE
SUPPLY OF OWN GROWN
TREES - SHRUBS -
CLIMBERS

The Laurels Nursery, Dingledem, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TNiz 4JU
Phone 01580 240463

www.thelaurelsnurserycouk

\-\'hiter-IirnL' ken
THERAPEUTIC
: COUNSELLING
e
IHERAPY
Laurie White-Bracken

Face-to-face, online, walk & talk
therapy in and around Benenden,
Kent.

It is never the wrong time to ask
for support. To book an initial
consultation, please reach out.

>« laurie@whitebrackentherapy.co.uk
@ whitebrackentherapy.co.uk
[l 07412459148




Benenden School

Benenden School prides itself on playing an
important role in the life of the village and to
that end, | am delighted that we have published
details of our next season of Hemsted Park
shows and we extend a very warm welcome
to our local community to join us for the
professional performing arts events that
comprise the spring/summer season. Full
details can be found on the Hemsted Park
website, www.hemstedpark.com

Before that season opens, we are looking
forward to the final events of the
autumn/winter programme, including Ben
Fogle’s theatre show on Monday 23 February
and Charlie Connelly’s joyful celebration of the
Shipping Forecast on Thursday 26 February.

In addition, we are proud to invite local
families to attend the many free concerts that
form part of our school’s musical calendar.
These performances are an important
expression of our students’ impressive talents
and showcase the breadth of the school’s
music provision. Highlights include our
Symphony Orchestra concert on Friday 27
February at 7.30pm, as well as several other
concerts throughout the term, which can also
be found on the website.

| was pleased to see that the achievements
of our students continued over the Christmas
holidays, with a successful ski-racing trip in
Canada and debating success at a Model
United Nations conference in Greece.The
spring term has got off to a strong start, with
students in our public exam years sitting their
mocks and the first weekend of January
dominated by our traditional House Drama
competition, in which students compete to
produce a ten-minute performance involving
all the girls in the house. It’s always very loud
and great fun!

Rachel Bailey, Headmistress

INTERNATIONAL CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES
at MARLBOROUGH HOUSE VINEHALL
37th Season 2025-26

ENGLISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Patron: HM King Charles lll Director: Stephanie Gonley

Sunday 8 February 2026 at 3pm

Programme
Holst St Paul’s Suite in C major 0p.29 no.2
Mozart Bassoon Concertoin B flat major K.191
Britten Simple Symphony Op.4
Haydn Symphony 45 in F sharp minor ‘Farewell

MHV, Vinehall Rd, Robertsbridge TN32 5JL
For full details call 01580 883092 or email
concerts@mhvschool.co.uk

Volunteer Transport Group

If you have a medical appointment that you

are unable to get to because you do not have
access to a vehicle and public transport is not
a viable option, contact me and | will see if one
of our volunteer drivers can assist you.

The group has responded to more than 90
requests for assistance since being re-formed,
but to keep up with demand we would always
welcome new volunteers to sign up and help
out. There is no minimum time commitment,
so if you are interested, do please get in touch
with me.

Mick Moore 240755
m.moorel31156@gmail.com

Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s

comment please see minutes of meetings.

e 26/00018/LBC Hurstdene, The Street.

Internal alterations to annexe.

e 26/00017/LBC Hurstdene, The Street.

Internal alterations; window replacement with
new doorset.

e 26/00036/FULL Beacon Hall House, Rolvenden
Road. Replacement conservatory; single
storey extension; removal of front porch.

More planning matters at:

benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 23



M&ABROW

& SONS LTD

Community Foodbank et nses

Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist
Short term emergency

food and support for SALES * SERVICE * SPARES

local people in crisis.

Please text
to 70070 to buy a meal
for someone Ih Crisis @AR.ENB couNTax ' HAYTER m - \

Please look at the website for details on m
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover L crsvelandsg c{[{!g Masport (Jwinton  [EEASSE ®ASPEN
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can
be made to your home.
For information call 01892 548892
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA  Tel: 01580 211599

Get In Touch.

To benefit from our unparalleled

Your local Independent
Estate Agency.

As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at

advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on
01580242700
www.valeandmarsh.com

Vale & Marsh we possess extensive
knowledge and experience in every
aspect of residential property. Based

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm
in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate,

Rolvenden, Kent TN'17 4PF

our friendly and committed team are
incredibly passionate and conscientious,
serving our clients impeccably, offering
sound and expert advice on buying, selling,
letting and property management. We are highly
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy,
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding
customer care matters!

Serving the local community.

GREENACRE
LANDSCAPES

Specialists in pl;ivate garden
design & construction

' Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

07595 024330
01892 722412

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX




Who are the Friends

of St George’s?

You’ve probably heard of the Friends of St
George’s but may well not know who we are
and what we'’re here to achieve. Stand by.

St George’s Church has been the beating
heart of Benenden for hundreds of years. It’s
where our children are married, our loved
ones are laid to rest and
we gather at the most
important times of the year:
Christmas, Remembrance
Day, Easter, Mother’s Day
and more.Thanks to St
George’s and its tireless
team of volunteers, the
lonely, infirm and
disadvantaged in our
community are listened
to and supported.We're
fortunate. St George’s brings
a humanity to the people of
Benenden most villages and
towns would love to have.

The building itself dates
back to the |2th century,
with carved stonework from
the |5th, and boasts some of the most beautiful
stained glass windows in Kent.With torrential
rain lashing its walls, aisle, nave and roof on a
regular basis, repairs to its exterior will always
be necessary to maintain its beauty and protect
it from future damage.

Our purpose
Enter the Friends of St George’s. We exist
for two reasons.The first (and our primary
purpose) is to raise essential funds for repairs
to the exterior fabric of the church.We’re a
registered charity and don’t receive a penny
from the Church of England or grants from
the council or other bodies. It’s all down to us.
In recent years it’s been our responsibility
to restore the church’s exterior stonework,
repair dry rot, carry out work to the turret
and tower, repair the north roof of the church
and much more.We’re also responsible for the
maintenance of the Commonwealth War Graves

cemetery, which marks the selfless service the

brave men and women buried there gave us.
Our second role is to bring the community

of Benenden even closer together.We do

this through events such as our incredibly

competitive annual quiz, choral concerts,

talks from local celebrities and evenings such

as ‘Beer and Hymns’ at the Bull, which takes

place on Sunday 8 February at 5pm, when you
can join us and sing your favourite hymns. It’s
free to attend, with drinks obviously at your
expense.To nominate your favourite hymn,
simply email joanne.clube@gmail.com.

Become a friend

Becoming a friend costs just £10 a year,
although a great many Friends choose to give
more monthly by direct debit. And, since we’re
a charity, donations attract Gift Aid, adding
25% at no extra cost and making donations
go even further.

In 2026, we're looking for 100 new people
to join the Friends of St George’s.We'd love
you to be one of them.To join our gang, please
email markhollander | @googlemail.com or
joanne.clube@gmail.com. Funds go to keep the
heart of Benenden beating and the fabric of the

church in sound repair. Do join us if you can.
Mark Hollander 25
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High Weald Webb’s sugme

Hardware, Garden and Cookware Specialists

House Glearance

Wabb's Ironmongery Stores (Tenterden) Limited

We .are your reliable & affordable HARDWARE and DIY
solution to all your clearance needs. Specialists in power, hand and garden tools, plumbing, decorating sundries,
All general house, flat, office, garage, lawnmower repairs - brand new showroom
garden part or full clearances. KITCHENWARE
Mattresses, white goods Cookware specialists, garden furniture and barbecues
& scrap metal taken. Gifts with a difference. Free gift wrapping
Call us for a free quote HOME and LINEN
07835 223099 or email Beautiful bed linen, towels, table furnishings,
info@highwealdhouseclearance.com babyware department and quality toys
www.highwealdhouseclearance.com We guarantee you will not leave
Cranbrook, Kent TN17 Webb's empty handed!
COVERING KENT & SUSSEX Tel: 01580 762132  email: mail@webbsoftenterden.com Website: www .webbsoftenterden.com

Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an

independent provider of elderly care since 1984,
started by the current Viscount Devonport

Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home
setin 5acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex.

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation.

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs.

Why not contact the home, arrange a
visit, and see what we have to offer?

Peasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE | Tel: 01797 230555

www.peasmarshplace.co.uk | Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk




The second in our series of revisited - and
occasionally updated - walks around the
parish, as originally brought to life by local
historian Ernie Pollard in the 1990s.

: and, after a look at
| the Queen’s Well
b (Fig.1), go west
towards Cranbrook
on the north side
| of the road.The
Queen’s Well was
I given to the village
by Lord Cranbrook
8 of Hemsted House
to commemorate

F'gl . e _ﬁ.. | QueenVictoria’s
Golden Jubilee. It is on the site of a toll house
at the junction of turnpike roads.

The Old Manor House is on the right just
after the well. Most of the land of Benenden
Manor (earlier the den of Benenden) lay to the
east of the manor house. It included the village
centre, The Green and church, and on towards
Rolvenden, either side of Rolvenden Road, the
old drove road.The fact that the manor house
is at the edge of its lands supports the idea
that there may have been an even earlier, more
central, manor house. In the 1700s, Benenden
Manor was bought by the Norris family of
Hemsted and so was joined in ownership to
Hemsted Manor.

The OIld Manor House is probably the oldest
surviving house in the parish and is still partly
surrounded by its moat. The oldest part of the
house, aligned east-west, dates from about
1390 and includes a hall, originally open to
the roof. The house was home to no fewer

than five families in the early 20th century. Like
many other large houses in the parish, it was
built by a wealthy man and was too large when
hard times came.

Oaks, on banks either side of the road, show
the former width of the drove road, perhaps
here narrowing from a linear common along
The Street.The houses on either side are
mostly from the 20th century, built on land
that became available for building when the
Hemsted Estate was sold and broken up
in 1924.

(Fig.2), the former Hemsted Park, along
footpath
WCI119.The
lodge house
2 was designed
. by George
g Devey
9 for Lord
Cranbrook
in the late
I9th century.
, soon
after entering the park (Fig.3). The Guldeford
family built the first great house here, replacing
a timber-framed manor house, and created a
deer park to the
north-west of the
house, probably
when the family
rose to national
eminence in the
late 1400s.The
earliest known
map of the park
is from 1599. :
The Guldefords also owned Halden Manor

in Rolvenden, their main residence for a
long period.

Richard Guldeford fought at the Battle of
Bosworth Field and helped Henry VII, the first
of the Tudors, to gain the crown; the Guldeford
family then occupied high office for some
200 years. Queen Elizabeth visited Thomas
Guldeford here in 1573 and he was knighted __ 5



__» at Rye a few days later.The owner of Hemsted
following the Guldefords was Admiral John
Norris, who created a new landscape park
to the south of the house, more or less as we
see it now, in about 1720.The old park of the
Guldefords was divided into hedged fields.

After the Norris’s left, the house was
reduced in size and, finally, Lord Cranbrook
demolished it and built a new house a short
distance from the old in 1859-62.As built by
Lord Cranbrook, the house was a striking
building with a prominent tower, the whole
described as having “alarming vitality”; this
vitality was toned down in 1912 and the tower

truncated by the next owner Lord Rothermere.

The house has been occupied by Benenden
School since 1924.

Just before the pond to the left of the path
is a slightly raised ridge, running north-east
from the track; this marks a medieval road
from Hemsted to Parsonage Farm and is
mistakenly marked as a Roman Road on
modern Ordnance Survey maps.The Roman
Road from Rochester to Hastings indeed
crosses our path close to here but runs more
or less north-south and has left no visible
trace. There is archaeological evidence
suggesting a Roman settlement close by, no
doubt associated with the junction between
the north-south road Roman road and another
running eastward to Canterbury.

(Fig.4)
shortly beyond the ancient sweet chestnut
/ 2 tree, heading for
the corner of the
park on Mounts
Hill (Cranbrook
Road).There is a
tradition that the
tree was planted
% o mark the
defeat of the

Spanish Armada
in 1588, but it is probably too young - they
grow very quickly. In spring, jackdaws nest in
its many hollows.

At the entrance to the park there are banks,
forming a roughly circular enclosure, where a

substantial house is shown on the 1599 map.
The lane running north from Mounts Farm
Cottages was a major route to the north,
before the turnpike was built, and was known
as Simmonden Lane and Crabtree Lane at
different times - a map of 1777 marks it “to
London”.The den of Simmonden spanned
the Benenden/ ]

Cranbrook parish
boundary, while
‘Crabtree’
survives as the
name of a farm
close by.

then at Corner
Cottages, just beyond Parsonage Farm,
(Fig.5).The
farm once belonged to Combwell Priory in
Goudhurst, which held the advowson (right
to appoint the vicar) of St George’s Church
before the Dissolution of the Monasteries. The
owners of Hemsted then took the advowson.
There is said to have been a tithe barn or
grange here, giving the name Grange Hill
to this part of
Cranbrook Road.
The first part
of the footpath
(Fig.6), along a
green lane, is on
the line of the
Roman road.The
road was used
primarily to

transport iron out of the Weald and was
surfaced in places with the iron waste
(bloomery slag) from the furnaces.The path
continues on the east side of the sunken road.
Finds of slag suggest that the Roman road ran
close to the footpath, not on the line of the
sunken road.The sunken road, obviously itself
old, remained in use until the early 1900s.

Its banks have ancient coppice stools and
hornbeam pollards, with less common trees
such as wild service and crab-apple (both
near the first hedge at right angles to the



route) and a ground flora
of woodland herbs.
Continue towards
Stream Farm (once
‘Ginders’, after Stephen
Ginder a wealthy
clothier).At the stream
was a ford, with stones
of Bethersden marble.
A 1930s photograph
shows many stones in
position, but few remain
now and those few are
not visible. The ford is
reputedly of Roman origin
- although it lies on the
line of the Roman Road,
direct evidence seems to
be lacking. The line of the
Roman road beyond the ford is uncertain, but
' ] P it can be picked
S up again close to
& Mill Street.
§  The ford (Fig.7)
is at the hub of
streams, roads and
field boundaries.
A hundred stone
close to the ford
near the stream
marks the boundary of Cranbrook, Rolvenden
and Selbrittenden hundreds. Two places in the
parish where three hundreds meet are on

Roman roads.

(Fig.8).The hedge
alongside has a
wide variety of
woody species,

B2 including a single
B yew, with violets
and primroses in
the bank. On the
i left, just short of
the road, is a small

quarry where
sandstone from the Ashdown Beds was dug,
perhaps used in the rebuilding of the church in

the 1670s after the catastrophic fire. Emerge on
the road with a view of the church ahead; imagine
how spectacular must have been the old timber
steeple, destroyed by the fire; it was almost

twice the height of the present tower.

. The bottom of the path
immediately over the stile can be boggy. Follow
the path up the
hillside (Fig.9) with
St Michael’s Lodge
on your right.

Go through the
wooden gate and
turn diagonally
left to cross ‘Hilly
Fields’ to meet
footpath WC323, [
then past a paddock up t

. From there walk down The Green and turn
left to the crossroads.
Explore Ernie’s history articles at
www.benenden.history.pollardweb.com
Useful maps: Ordnance Survey Explorer 125, 136,
137 cover the whole Benenden, Iden Green and
East End area, also the online KCC footpaths map

Photographs and walk check: Helen Gray



CHEESEMANS
GARAGE Carpets & Floors

B. J. NASH
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_~  Reversing valve
in heating mode

The simple science
of heat pumps

You may have heard heat pumps mentioned
as an alternative to oil or gas boilers. Here,
Tim Dwyer explores how they work and what
they could mean for our homes.

Moving, not making, heat

A heat pump doesn’t make heat by burning
fuel - it moves it. Even on a cold day the air
and ground still contain some warmth.A heat
pump works on the same principle as a fridge,
but instead of releasing unwanted heat into
the kitchen it delivers heat where it is needed.
A fridge takes heat out of food and releases

it through the warm coils at the back.A heat
pump takes heat from outside and uses it to
warm the home or produce hot water.

The clever cycle

The magic comes from a refrigerant that
circulates around a sealed loop (see sketch).
This fluid easily switches between liquid and
gas.You may have felt something similar if a
drop of perfume or aftershave lands on your
skin - it feels cool as it evaporates and takes
heat away.

Inside the heat pump, the refrigerant
absorbs warmth from the outside air (in the
blue coil) as it turns into a gas. A compressor
then squeezes this gas making it hotter. The
hot refrigerant passes to a heat exchanger
connected to the home’s heating system, where
it gives up its heat and turns back into a liquid.

The liquid then passes through a tiny
expansion valve, where the pressure drops,
cooling it again before it returns to the outside
coil to pick up more heat ready to start the
cycle again. Some heat pumps can reverse this

Drawing by Harrist Bvans and Tim Dwyer 2026

Reversing valve in cooling mode
Not many home heat pumps include a
reversing valve; where fitted it allows
the heat pump to cool as well as heat
refrigerant flow, allowing the unit to provide

cooling in summer.

Efficient and low carbon

Because a heat pump moves heat rather than
making it, it’s far more efficient than a boiler.
For every unit of electricity it uses, it can
deliver three or four units of heat - known as
a Coefficient of Performance (COP) of three
to four - giving several kilowatts of warmth for
the price of one.Although electricity currently
costs three to four times more per kWh than
gas, this efficiency means running costs are
broadly like a modern boiler.

Heat pumps give a more constant warmth,
so they’re often paired with underfloor heating
or slightly larger radiators and are particularly
well suited to well-insulated homes. On colder
days, or when higher temperatures are needed,
they work harder and the COP falls slightly.

Unlike gas or oil systems, heat pumps don’t
burn fuel or produce carbon dioxide. Because
they run on electricity, their environmental
impact falls as more of the UK’s electricity
comes from wind and solar.

Quiet, steady, and familiar

An air-source heat pump usually sits outside in
a box about the size of a wheelie bin (shown
by the grey dashed line) and is designed to run
quietly. Ground-source systems use buried
pipes to gather heat and are quieter still.

In villages like ours, where oil tanks and
fuel deliveries are common, heat pumps may
offer a practical alternative. So next time you
feel the warmth behind your fridge, remember
that the same simple idea could one day be
keeping your home cosy.

Coming next: Turning sunshine into power 31



project, it is a very satisfying task to

Evolution not
revolution the best
way to restore

| know it’s February, so | can’t

do one crisp winter’s day.You could
then fill it with flowers to bring into
the house, for example.

Taking out that overgrown
attribute such tasks to a ‘new corner of shrubs or an unproductive
year’s resolution’ (although tree often clears a space enough to
| often adopt new beginnings revitalise an area
in line with the Chinese and then it is
New Year, which starts on easier to visualise
|7 February this year - my what to do or
brother lived in Hong Kong for 30 years so whether just to
the fixture is firmly logged into my internal leave it alone and
calendar, including an annual pilgrimage for enjoy the space.
dumplings in Chinatown) but ‘restorative work’ And don’t forget
our new best
friend, Al - not

to be overlooked

is still a handy ‘aide-memoire’ for all garden
owners to herald that this is a good month to
implement a change, even small, in the way our

gardens are laid out and used. to at least give a

In the depths of winter our gardens are totally unexpected

dormant (at least on the surface) and the perspective once you have downloaded a
increasing daylight hours allow us plenty of photo of your new project area. One of the
time to take stock.This can be anything from nicest things a client has ever said to me is
tackling a small awkward corner, or widening that they now spend more time in their new
a border, perhaps relocating the compost garden than they had ever

heap or renovating an old hedge. Or you imagined, not to mention

can be thoroughly ambitious and decide to catching the ‘gardening bug’
transform your terrace, start a new kitchen and developing an interest
garden or even attempt the latest ‘hot topic’ in plants.
and rewild parts of your garden (needs more | have noticed a new
thought than you would think). conversation taking place
As a designer, | can help navigate a way amongst garden designers
through a garden owner’s long to-do list so and landscapers, which is
that the space becomes easier to manage and that gardens can be ‘restored’
ultimately is more enjoyable to be in.Traipsing rather than completely
off on a frosty evening to snip herbs for a redesigned and overhauled.
warming stew will no longer involve navigating | am enthused by this school
across a muddy lawn. No need to have a fight of thought, particularly in an
on your hands with an overhanging prickly established garden that may require a gradual
shrub every time you want to put the bins transformation rather than a total takeover
out, or a slippery walk along a north-facing by contractors and their giant machines.
path that’s badly lit when you are putting Sometimes a gentler pace is required and, with
your bike away after a long commute. a thoughtfully staged master plan in place, even

How about creating a new border (which is  an ambitious redesign can occur over time.
a bit more absorbing than contemplating bike Annabel Lear GARDENS

stores). If you have some working knowledge Planting . Design . Consultancy

and are prepared to

see it as an evolving
—
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ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

M) BLUEBELLS

GROUNDWORKS

Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

—— = Business accounts welcome
S

01580 438010 anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

07753 804799

SERVICES IN
KENT AND SUSSEX bl

= Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

Fencing

TRANSFORM YOUR OUTDOOR SPACES PROPERTY FEATURE We offer all aspects of fencing whether it’s to
With over 20 years of industry experience, Bluebells Groundworks is your CONCRETE SLABS enh;u:cegour h(.)tme ?nd gatr)del_l, for the
ideal partner for any project or consultation needs. Specialising in all aspects sa e 4 securt y o .your .usmessf or

; : : FOUNDATIONS agricultural fencing including equine
of groundworks and hard landscaping, we deliver reliable and expert INAGE d an K 2
solutions. Trust us to bring your vision to life with precision and dedication. DRA eer and livestock.

PATR05 Residential « Commercial ¢ Agricultural
Enjoy peace of mind knowing your landscaping features are constructed PATHS & DRIVEWAYS
with high-quality materials and techniques to withstand the test of time. RETAINING WALLS \l 07748 801426
i bl " d k k HARD LANDSCAPING Py info@pearsonfencing.co.uk
info@bluebe sgrounaworks.co.u EXCAVATION @ www.pearsonfencing.co.uk
bluebellsgroundworks.co.uk QENDLITHCH SOk For a complimentary,
no obligation quote,

please feel free to contact us.

Step away and rest a while!

Transform your skin health with well researched

technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within.

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.

Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available

azaratherapies.co.uk @
info(@azaratherapies.co.uk A Z A |:\) A

- T:07711483038 THERAPIES




Above: In the depths of winter: primary school children join the Young Voices at the O2, London; a runner’s view one snowy

morning; with an evening at the Bull, Benenden Magazine appreciates the efforts of distributors, contributors and printers

Front cover: Inviting: A warm seat at the Bull. Photograph: Lucy Barron-Reid




