


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr G Paton, Cllr H Rogers T Grimes (Clerk) and one member of the public.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
All councillors were present.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 6th January 2026 
The clerk noted that the hours due to be carried forward had not been updated from the previous minutes and thus needed correcting to read 23 hrs 45 mins. The chair made the correction and the minutes were then accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
A member of the public raised the matter of the Sutton on Trent planning application from The Rhymes wedding venue to be able to use the barns for weddings. To date they have used a temporary marquee which limits the number of events per year because it cannot remain in situ for more than 28 consecutive days. Using the barn instead would mean more events so more noise and more traffic trying to follow satnav from Carlton end of Carlton Lane and having to turn back. The clerk was asked to submit these concerns and to comment that the planning system is being abused given the fact they removed old barns and replaced them before applying for retrospective planning permission. This application says it won’t increase the number of events but once permitted they can apply for a licence and hold any number.
A resident raised concerns that she had received an email from Nextdoor showing the latest posts which included a video linked by a Sutton resident which showed two people snooping round inside the Northern pub at night going down the cellar and upstairs. The link went to a reel listed on Facebook by ‘Outdoor Explores’ so it is likely to be widely seen. Concern was raised that it will tempt all sorts to come snooping and having made the trip and had 5 minutes fun round the pub, they may be tempted to snoop elsewhere. GP was asked to raise the matter at the Safer Neighbourhoods meeting.
MM noted that Sutton Church had their oil tank tampered with on Sunday and asked that the theft of oil be raised at the safer neighbourhoods meeting as well.



5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. The wall at the cross roads 
The clerk reported having received a response from NSDC regarding the scaffolding at the cross roads. It reassured councillors that the matter is being investigated and an update would be provided when further information is available.
b. The state of the roads
The clerk reported having received a response from Councillor Bert Bingham, who has overall responsibility for roads, who immediately passed it to officers for a response. Subsequently Jamie Earls had responded saying that works were inspected but there wasn’t data on repeat visits because it is often hard to know what is a repeat repair and what is an adjacent repair. The machine purchased for road repairs can only be used in spring summer and autumn but is still operational and bags of tarmac are only used for emergency repairs. There weren’t any facts and figures on cost or justification for continuing to use VIA.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
No-one was present to comment.

7. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported that there had been an update to the anti-social behaviour policy related to flooding. The general advice is that if people get angry don’t try to stop them entering the flood area – just defuse the situation and let them pass. 

8. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report.

9. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
There was nothing to report.

10. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm including:
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported that the group had met online regarding the responses for the last submission. A response was submitted and Elements Green have responded to the comments. 
b. The second hearings
LH noted that the next round of hearings are now underway and she had attended the first day to listen. She went on to note several points raised including tenants who would be losing land. It also materialised that NSDC had employed a new member of staff specifically to deal with three NSIPs but were only receiving £2500 from the developer for this one which means residents will be picking up a large short fall through their council tax.
LH explained that the next two days hearings are for specific issues and asked whether councillors had any points they wanted raising.
Several points were raised including 
· the lack of proper visualisations
· the fact they haven’t looked at the full cumulative impact
· whether the fencing would impact hares which are congregating 
· inconsistencies in land quality references
· PFAS – forever chemicals
· lack of detail regarding maintenance of the flood mitigation measures – ie preventing silting and
· the substation by the woods being very large.
It was agreed that LH should raise points as appropriate in response to points being raised throughout the hearings. She asked that others accompany her to add input. MM, SP and AH offered to attend across the two days. MM circulated the link for the meeting so that everyone else could watch online and Whatsapp points that arose. 
LH reported having contacted NDSC about Elements Green not responding to the request to discuss flooding. A string of emails followed and then the clerk received one from Elements Green offering to meet. LH has responded, inviting them to make a site visit. 

11. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. EMCCA Mayor's Transport Plan Consultation
Although this was raised at the last meeting, when the clerk came to submit comments, she found that the questionnaire was designed such that almost every question had to be answered before moving on to the next. The clerk had circulated the questions for discussion but it was decided that the council’s resources are limited and therefore no response should be submitted.

12. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the change of auditor
The clerk reported that the present auditor had made contact to say they would no longer be able to provide audit services so she had made enquiries and thought she had found a replacement but was waiting for confirmation. The clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to the retiring auditor.
c. To update the clerk’s contract of employment in line with recent regulations
The clerk noted there were a lot of changes coming in over the coming months and that it would therefore be better to wait and make all the changes at the end rather than having to change the contract every time one change came in.
d. To note the monthly direct debit of £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
This was noted.
e. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 17hrs 10mins, meaning pay would be the contracted amount. The 2hr 50mins not worked has been added to those accumulated for the year end, making 26hrs 35mins to date. The clerk also noted that HR had not been added to the account yet and suggested that next month councillors consider a standing order for the regular payment to ensure that it goes through on time now that Employer’s NI contributions are a consideration.

ii. Notts ALC fees - £114.90

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded SP, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

13. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk noted that Notts CC had asked if the parish would display posters about sheep worrying and it was agreed this should be laminated and posted on Ferry Lane rather than the noticeboard.
The clerk also noted that Notts CC had issued a consultation on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s Guidance Note on the Validation of Planning Applications, ending on 20th February. It was felt that no response was necessary given that it is what was considered 2 years ago and it would need an extra meeting to discuss any response.
GP asked that messages on Whatsapp be limited to pre 9pm.

14. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 3rd March 2027 at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 21.18.
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