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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th January 2024  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, A Lloyd-Smith, P Venning, C Sykes, S Gill, Borough Councillor J Shilton, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4602.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  None.
4603.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4604.	To co-opt one member to the Council.
	The Chairman explained that following the resignation of Lesley Brown the necessary formalities had been gone through and John Newton had put himself forward for consideration.  He gave a short presentation explaining what he felt he could give to the Council.  Following this Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and agreed by all that Mr Newton should become a member.  Cllr Newton joined the meeting and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4605.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th December 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4606.	Matters Arising:
a)   Safe entrance for pedestrians to the War Memorial update.  The Clerk had just received an email from the Conservation team at ABC asking questions before they could give an opinion.  This will be done.  Clerk to copy any response to Borough Councillor Shilton.

4607.	Planning Application:
· PA/2023/1519  Ewe & Lamb Public House Redundant Barn.  This amended plan has a change in the red line showing the boundary of this site.  After a full discussion it was agreed to continue to object to this application.  The red line still does not agree with the request from the Planning Inspector that 6 spaces remain for the Ewe & Lamb Public House should it re-open.  
· PA/2023/2276  The Beeches, Blackwall Road.  Proposed north east extensions to form boot room and open porch.  Councillors agreed to support this application.
· PA/2023/2299  Peening Quarter Farm – Change of use of land and buildings including extension and conversion from agricultural to residential to create a single dwelling with amenity curtilage and parking following partial demolition of existing agricultural outbuildings.  Councillors had heard further information from the applicant and had been able to ask questions.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application.
· PA/2023/2379  41 The Street – Variation of condition 2 (window and joinery details) of Listed Building Consent for internal and external alterations to allow for a change in the detailing of 2 rear windows to ensure that the historical character of the dwelling is maintained.  After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application.

4608.	To appoint a second representative to attend KALC meetings.  Cllr Newton agreed to this.

4609.	To agree the only quote received for refurbishing the Bus Shelter.  This had been received from J. Knight & Sons via Luke Thompson, for £13,450 plus VAT and was agreed subject to some amendments.   Following a full discussion, it was agreed not to include the notice board at this stage and that seating 
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and solar powered lighting be considered later.  A grant from our Ward Member, Mick Burgess at the time, has already been received towards the cost of this however agreed to ask our present Ward Member for a grant too.

4610.	To consider Cemetery extension Grant Aid.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith had forwarded information regarding this to councillors.  It was agreed to have a site meeting to discuss this further.

4611.	Correspondence:  There was none.

4612. 	Payment Authorisations:  Clerk’s expenses 1st October to 31st December 2023 – Deferred to next meeting.
	
4613.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Clerk reported that the van has now been repaired.  Alf met with Nicholas Hurst and the Clerk to discuss the water running down the road in The Street.  Clerk to arrange site meeting with Highways.
b)  Finance: 
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted that the Lloyds Bank Reconciliation has not taken place as the bank statement has not yet to be received.
ii)  Three Quarterly Budget Statement – Deferred to the next meeting due to the reason above.
c)   Planning:
	Decisions received:  None to date.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Clerk to report the poor state of Wittersham Road towards Stone to Stone PC Clerk.
f)  PROWs – Cllr Gill reported that her husband had cleared up the glass that he’d found at the kissing gate into the field at the entrance the Kingsgate Lane for which he was thanked.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4614. 	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:
	Minutes of the KALC meeting held on 4th January had been circulated to councillors.

4615.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  13th February 2024 at 7pm.
4616.	Items for Information:
Chairman gave an update on ACRK.  Another application to become a charitable organisation had been rejected but funding for legal advice will assist with re-application.

	
The meeting closed at 20.44 hrs.


Appendix

Planning Application PA/2023/2299  Peening Quarter Farm.  The applicant, Simon Brown, was able to give councillors further information on his plans and questions had been asked.

KCC’s Windmill Consultation.  Mick Burgess and Sue Duff had attended the meeting to encourage people to complete the questionnaire as KCC is considering selling its 8 windmills in Kent.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith asked if there was an opportunity to make them self-funding but unfortunately, for Stocks Mill, this would be very difficult.  It sits in the grounds of Stocks Mill House, it is not a working windmill and has no facilities.  Initially it was sold to KCC for £10. 



