Haltwhistle Town Council Virtual Meeting 
12th April 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.35
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr G Ridley

Cllr M Forrest
	Cllr M McGuire
Cllr I Stott
Cllr J Clark
Cllr J Elliott
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders



	
	32/21
	Apologies for absence – Cllr J Hunter, Cllr T Christie, Cllr I Hutchinson.
Members had agreed to proceed with the meeting and, under the current circumstances, held a two-minute silence in respect of the recent death of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. It was agreed that the Council would send a card to Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Family, offering the condolences of the people of Haltwhistle. It was also agreed to discuss, under finance, the donation to the Duke of Edinburgh Awards charity.

	
	33/21
	Public Questions There were no questions.

	
	34/21
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes. 

	
	35/21
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 1st March 2021 

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr J Clark                             AGREED                                                                   

	
	36/21
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda
No Matters 

	
	37/21
	Grounds Matters 
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr I Stott                              AGREED                                                                   
37/21.01 Report of meeting 29th March 2021                                                   
1. Purchase of Broxap bin for Tin Mission land
Proposal – to approve purchase of Broxap bin (£49 plus VAT)

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                   AGREED
2. Wall in under 6 area at Comb Hill – it was established that this is the responsibility of the Town Council.
Proposal –Ask Cemetery staff to make repairs as necessary.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                   AGREED
3. Comb Hill wet pour.
Proposal to begin tender process subject to receiving the S106 money.

Proposal to ask Tarmark Ltd how often they recommend pressure washing and if a long-term contract could be agreed to undertake the work.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley      SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                                                  AGREED
4. Grit Bin Request for Fleming Court
Members have received a response to say the area was considered correctly.
5. Seat on Comb Hill
The clerk has contacted Highways and is waiting for them to confirm the seat can be placed there.
6. Orchard Gardens – Vistry Partnership (on behalf of Linden Homes) had a meeting with Cllr Sharp and the clerk. It transpires there is more land to transfer than was first thought. There is a section on the right (which the clerk is clarifying that it has not already been sold) and the two flower beds at the front.

Proposal – to agree to the asset transfer of the extra parcels of land subject to clarification or ownership.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                   AGREED
7. Proposal – to place dog signs for no fouling in Coronation Park and on the Burn Field.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                               AGREED
37/21.02 Burn Field Cycle Track.
It was proposed to ask the clerk to liaise with Susie Drake, at the school, to design a survey for the school children. A survey has already been undertaken with Young & Sweet which Cllr McGuire will share. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley      SECONDED Cllr M McGuire                                            AGREED
37/21.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities 
The solar lights have been ordered under the County Council contribution scheme.
NCC have replaced the footpath outside The Manor House and along that stretch of path. Cllr Ridley proposed writing a letter of compliment to NCC to pass on to the workers as members are very impressed with the work.

PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley     SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                                   AGREED
37/21.04 Public Seating and Bus Shelters 
No Matters
37/21.05 STRPS – Railway sidings. The volunteers have been building the western steps using concrete posts they have found along with continual litter picking. They are now in the process of completing the steps on the eastern end using the railings taken from Alston Arches. They have spent £299.10 from the £1000 contribution the Council made and estimate the final costs will be approximately £600.


	
	38/21
	NCC – no report.

	
	39/21
	Police Report – 
A report for March was received.

	
	40/21


	Planning Applications                      

Town & Country Planning Act 1990

Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
21/00821/FUL 2 Greencroft, Rear Extension.

No Objection

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                                         AGREED                                                                   
21/00419/FUL – Haltwhistle Post Office – Change of use from sorting office to residential

Support

PROPOSED Cllr M McGuire     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                                          AGREED                                                                   
Cllr McGuire proposed that the clerk write to Royal Mail and ask for assurances that there would be no decline in the service and that the time for the last collection would remain unchanged.

PROPOSED Cllr M McGuire     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                       AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	40/21.01 Determined and Other Planning Matters 

20/03659/FUL, Erection of building within Class B8. Land south of Hadrian Ent Park WITHDRAWN
20/03537/ADE – Advertisement consent – Black Bull Inn – GRANTED
20/00837/LBC – Internal refurbishment of first floor – Black Bull Inn – GRANTED

	
	41/21
	Reports on Financial Matters 

41/21.01 Bank and Cash Balances at 31st March 2021                                                                                                         41/21.02 Receipts since last meeting    
41/21.03 Accounts for payment as at 12th April 2021
The following payments were approved with the addition of £59.76 for PPH and £661.98 for NALC.
PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley     SECONDED Cllr J Clark                                         AGREED                                                                   
Members discussed a donation to the Duke of Edinburgh award charity and agreed £250. The clerk was asked to find out if it could be donated for use in this area.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp    SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                       AGREED                                                                   
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41/21.02

41/21.03

ancial Matters:

£
Bank and cash balances as at 315t March 2021
[Current Account 23,556.59
[Cashinhand 100.00)
[ToTAL 23,656.59
Receipts Received Included above
JBC 838.91 PAYE, NEST, Clerk
Not Included Above

VAT 3,958.97

Pay\method Incl VAT
[Accounts for payment £ Includedin Balance Above
[Tarmark Direct Pay 00| Pressure Washing
iBC Direct Pay 197.4/Play Inspections
PPH Direct Pay 33.98|Bags
[Solar llluminations Direct Pay 1,991.98|Solar lights - IH to reimburse
HsLC Direct Pay 200.00| Donation to Crowd funding
|Age UK Northumberland Direct Pay 250.00|Grant
Haftwhistle Scout Group Direct Pay 300.00| Grant
Citizen's Advice Direct Pay 250.00| Grant
R Skeet Direct Pay 68.90|Litter Pickers, gloves and bags
INCC Direct Pay 1,620.00|Light boxes - COT contributed in Nov
[Total 5,812.26|

Not Included Above

NCC [ Direct Pay 1,248.50] Grounds April
[Mrs S M Saunders 879.95| April Salary

Direct Pay 601.88|

DDR 194.55|

Direct Pay 12.52|Estimated Phone -April

Direct Pay 120.88|

9,681.00] 1t Tranche

Direct Pay 661.98| subs and website
Duke of Edinburgh Award Direct Pay 250.00| Donation
Total 13,651.70|

]
[TOTAL | 15,463.96|




41/21.04 Bank Reconciliation, Income and Expenditure 31st March 2021   The accounts were noted. 
It was reported that Cllr G Ridley had made an inspection of the cash book, invoices and bank statements as, due to the pandemic, members have not been able to inspect them at the recent, virtual, meetings.

	
	42/21


	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee – 
The digger and trailer have now arrived and, the finance is all in place. The clerk will ensure the correct amounts are transferred to cover the costs. The next meeting will be in May after the councils’ May meetings.

	
	43/21
	Haltwhistle Partnership Report and resolutions arising  

Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest    SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                       AGREED                                                                   
A confidential discussion took place with the following proposal agreed.
The clerk to contact The Partnership and request regular reports and meetings with the Town Council.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp    SECONDED Cllr M McGuire                                       AGREED                                                                   


	
	44/21
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre

A report has been received from the Leisure Centre. The pool and the gym can now open and they will be offering outside exercise classes. The CCTV/Tannoy system has been renewed and a perimeter fence erected around the pool area. A new heat retention cover has been purchased and a treadmill with grant funding. All applicable Covid grants were applied for and received. 
The members were informed that the staff have been fantastic over this difficult year and Maxine, the manager, has worked extremely hard in these trying times.

	
	45/21
	Correspondence 

It was agreed to take this item and the Leisure Centre before item no. 43/21.
Members asked if the clerk could find out what the results of the survey along Greenholme road are.

	
	461/21


	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting on Monday 10th May 2021– 6.30, In Haltwhistle Library.

Ground Meeting – Monday 26th April 2021 – 10.00am - virtual.
Annual Town Meeting – Tuesday 18th May – 7pm – Meeting style to be determined.

Meeting Closed at 20.48


Signed Chair:                                                       Date:                             Page 2 of 3

