
SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10th MARCH 2025 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, D Tucker, J Dobbs, G Walker, 

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  1 member of the public 

3.01	 To accept apologies for absence

Apologies have been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (other meeting commitment).

3.02	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 
 
3.03	Minutes of previous meeting 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members with the agenda. Cllr Tucker proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

3.04	Issues arising from the last meeting not covered by agenda – for report only

	There were no matters arising not covered by this agenda.

3.05	Chairman’s Report 

	Thanks are extended to Peter Radbourne for replacing the rotten timbes and for doing such a wonderful job brightening up the play area. The site looks greatly improved. 

3.06	Democratic discussion period

Chris Wade raised the issue of the state of fingerposts. A BBC article highlighted the state of the fingerposts throughout Dorset. Most of the local ones are being maintained satisfactorily but some are in a very poor state. Help is available but the expectation is that they will be dealt with locally. There are three in the vicinity of the village that need to be repaired. The one on the corner of the main road is leaning and Cllr Legg will look into this. The one by the ford was possibly taken down by a hedge trimmer. Mr Wade asked if the fingerposts could be put on the list of things to do. The Clerk will speak to CPRE about the grant and also to Roger Bond. Highways will be contacted about the damage to the Sydling village sign.
ACTION: CLLR LEGG/CLERK



3.07	Unitary Councilor report  

	A copy of the latest report had been issued with the minutes. 


3.08	To consider the Co-option of a Parish Councillor

	Unfortunately, no-one has come forward so the post will be left vacant for the time being. 

3.09	To receive an update on the .gov.uk email provider 

3.09.1	To agree the signing of the contract with HugoFox 

The contract has now been received and, in order to proceed, it is necessary to complete and return it. Cllr Newman proposed the contract is signed. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously. The contract was signed by the Chair  in the presence of the meeting.

The website is uploaded ready to go on line. This just needs the domain name which can be issued once the contract is signed. 

3.09.2	To agree the number of email addresses 

It was felt that nine email addresses would be needed. Cllr Newman proposed we request the ‘up to 10’ package. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously. 

3.10	Finance 

3.10.1 To agree retrospective and current payment approvals

	The following payments had been requested:

	Play Inspection Co.		Annual play area inspection			157.20
	Elite Playground		Quarterly play area inspection		  52.80
	DAPTC			NPPF update					    8.75
	HMRC				February 2025 PAYE				  49.00
	A Crocker			February 2025 salary				227.57
	P Radbourne			Play park refurbishment			103.67
	A Crocker			March 2025 salary				211.78
	HMRC				March 2025 PAYE				  49.20

	The total amount requested is £859.97.

Cllr Legg proposed the payments are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously.

3.10.02 To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	A copy of the reports was issued with the agenda. No comments were made or queries raised.

3.10.03 To agree the reserves for the coming year

It was suggested that the following underspends are transferred to ear marked expenditure at the yearend, once the final position is known:

		Hall hire  		£87
		Environmental		£1254.88
		Section 137		£250 – less donation to Chalk Stream Car Drivers
		Conservation		£250
		Play ground		£758.85

General Reserve currently stands at £5,943.76. Ideally, this should be around £8,250. 

It was noted that an annual budget should be set aside for signage including fingerposts and pathway signs. 

3.10.4	To consider a donation of £120 to the Chalk Stream Car Drivers Service 

	Cllr Legg declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item and took no part in the discussion.

This is a regular annual payment. Cllr Tucker proposed the grant is paid. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. 

3.11	To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

3.11.1 Planning Applications

P/NOTP/2025/00907 – Street Record, Upper Sydling Farm – Remove payphone

It was noted that the kiosk can be adopted for £1 if we wanted to. It was generally agreed that the kiosk should be kept and the bookstall, currently stored in the bus stop, could be put in there. An objection will be submitted, together with an application to purchase the kiosk.

Future Planning Event – Cllr Shears gave a brief outline of the event held on the 4th March. One of the main highlights was that the housing target for Dorset has almost doubled, increasing from 1,793 to 3,219. There remains the question as to who is going to build the houses as, at the moment, developers are reluctant to commit. A national consultation is due to be undertaken in the near future regarding the Planning Committee system. It is hoped that this will bring clarity and consistency regarding which planning applications are decided by officers and which by committee. Dorset Council are in the process of reinventing the Planning Portal which will, hopefully, simplify all the information relating to planning applications by making it easier to find information regarding any particular application. This is very much a work in progress. 

3.12	Play Park 

3.12.1	To consider sourcing funds to purchase new play equipment 

At the moment there are no Dorset Council grants available. It was felt that, should a new piece of equipment be purchased, it would be a climbing net. The play park budget is available to provide facilities for the children of the parish, so would cover equipment at the play park as well as the village green. This is a well-used area and perhaps something could be put on the site but careful consideration would be needed so as not to adversely affect the nearby properties. This will be raised at future meetings. 

3.12.2	To agree the new inspection contract for 2025/26 at a cost of £65 per inspection 

Cllr Legg proposed that the contract is not renewed and a monthly check is carried out in-house, as was done in the past. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. Cllr Newman will draw up the tick sheet and undertake the monthly visual inspections. 
ACTION: CLLR NEWMAN

3.13	Footpaths
	
	Nothing to report. 

3.14	Highways 

	Any potholes should be reported via the Dorset Council website. 

3.15	Tree update 

3.15.1	To review the Tree Management Plan and appoint a replacement Tree Officer 

Cllr Dobbs kindly offered to take over the role of Tree Officer from October. Prior to this Cllr Legg will undertake the visual inspection following any bad weather. 

The draft Tree Management Policy was accepted. The proposed amendments will be made and the policy recirculated and posted to the website.

3.16	Flooding

3.16.1	To consider the appointment of a new Flood Warden 
	
Cllr Walker kindly volunteered to take on the role of Flood Warden.
		
3.17		Correspondence received since the agenda was set

The insurance renewal questionnaire has been received and some items of amendment noted. The Clerk will complete the questionnaire and return it to the insurers.  ACTION: CLERK


3.19		Items for the next meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council meeting.

Training – whole council training. 

3.20	Meeting Dates  

The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th May 2025, commencing 7pm.

2025
		Monday 14th July
		Monday 8th September
		Monday 10th November
	2026:
		Monday 12th January
		Monday 9th March

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.30hrs.
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
