


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY 2026
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL

12/26 OPEN FORUM
No members of the public were present.

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]13/26 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Alderson, Cllr Rudland and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

14/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Parr and Cllr Hopton.  Cllr Taylor did not attend the meeting. 

15/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

16/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 8th January 2026 were proposed by Cllr Alderson and seconded by Cllr Wall. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

17/25 PLANNING
PL/2026/00416 Conholt Park – Retention of staff car park (retrospective) – No objection
PL/2026/00342 Conholt Park – Retention of existing roadway (retrospective) – No objection

18/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent in a report prior to the meeting which is attached to these minutes. PCSO Rhupinda Kaur sent a police report prior to the meeting which had been circulated to councillors.

19/26 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (CW) 
Cllr Wall has again reported the damaged Give Way sign at the Clanville crossroads following an accident early one Sunday morning when a vehicle shot across the crossroads and ended up on its roof in the field opposite.

The Parish Steward has been pulled off parish duties to join the WCC Highways team filling potholes. No prior notice was given by WCC that this was happening.

The small triangle of land at Chute Standen has been demolished again by large lorries going in and out of Standen House so will need to be reinstated again in the Spring.

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Replacement barrier onto road. Cllr Rudland advised that she had received no update from WCC Highways. It was discussed that we should find someone to erect a barrier at the end of the footpath back from the highway verge as this job will never be a priority for WCC. Cllr Wall said there may be some lengths of fencing and posts left from the playing field job so she will speak to Simon Withers about doing this.
King George Playing Field (CW)
Cllr Wall advised that Simon Withers has finished erecting the new fence which looks good. Cllr Wall, Tim Harker and two councillors from CFPC cleared all the rubbish into a skip. KTF Football Club have arranged for a 20ft storage container to be delivered so they can store their kit. They have paid their annual rent of £2,000 for the use of the field up-front. Chute Cricket Club still haven’t paid their fees. Over £10,000 has been spent on the playing field which has been aerated and newly fenced. The pavilion needs a new water heater.

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that activity at the hall is currently quiet. The coffee mornings and parish lunches are covering the running costs of the hall.   

Allotments (MT)
Nothing to report. 
20/26 FINANCE 
The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £10,274.86 with £7,462.25 in the current account and £2,812.61 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:

Payments Made:
08/01/2026	Maidenhead Aquatics (CW)			£  12.50
19/01/2026	Bank Charges					£    4.25
27/01/2026	Clerks Salary – January				£260.00
27/01/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
Payments Received:
None
Payments for approval via online banking:
05/02/2026	Hugo Fox Subscription				£143.86
27/02/2026	Clerks Salary – January				£260.00
27/02/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Wall and seconded by Cllr Alderson.
10/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The signpost at the junction from Hookwood Lane onto Forest Lane has been knocked back into the hedge. We will wait until the Spring to get this re-painted.

11/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
A Casual Vacancy has arisen on the Parish Council due to the resignation of Tim Harker. There has been some interest in the position and the person concerned is giving it due consideration.

The Annual Parish Meetings will be held on Tuesday, 12th May 2026. 

The meeting closed at 7.58 pm


The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 5th March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall




Wiltshire Councillor Report February 2026	
I attended Tidworth Area Board on Monday 2nd Feb. The Police and Crime Commissioner, Philip Wilkinson gave an update on government proposals for the police force in Wiltshire and Inspector Gavin Brewster gave an update on the local priorities in the Tidworth Community area.
AB Grants were approved for youth work in our community area, Ludgershall Memorial Hall improvements and for Chutes Connect Community Transport initiative.
The new CEO, Air Marshal Dame Susan Gray, introduced herself and gave an update from the Armed Forces Equine Charity about its activities locally.
 Ruth Pelz from the Ludgershall Link Scheme spoke passionately about the excellent work that the Ludgershall and Tidworth Link schemes have carried out since 1996. This was because of the Wiltshire Council administration decision to cease funding for the volunteer community transport service which are administrated by Community First across the county. Fears were raised when Wiltshire Council’s draft budget suggested that funding might be cut. However, at a meeting of the Council’s cabinet, the portfolio holder for finance stated that it was never the Liberal Democrat’s intention to cut funding, it was an error for not spotting this and an amendment was approved to remove the proposed saving of £115,000 for community transport.
Also, at Cabinet a decision was made, after considerable protests over several weeks by residents, communities and councillors, not to close two HRCs in the north of the county. Purton HRC will remain open for three years but Lower Compton for only one year.
Christopher Williams
Wiltshire Councillor for Ludgershall North & Rural
Tel: 07712159562   
 Email: christopher.williams@wiltshire.gov.uk	







