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West Meon Parish Council Parish 
Council Mee2ng Minutes of 

12th May @ 6.30pm 
West Meon Village Hall 

 
 

  
Present: Cllr H Davies (Chair), Cllr Burke, Cllr S Fowler, Cllr S Hickmore, Cllr T Main, Cllr G Silk 

 
In Attendance: Cllr J Pett (WCC), Cllr D Ablitt (WCC) and Cllr A Small (HCC), B Gibson-Ost Parish Clerk. 

No members of public were present 
 
  Meeting started:    6.31pm       
 

Item No.   Item   Decision   
2605-1 Election of Chair for 

2026/27 
RESOLVED: That Cllr H Davies be elected Chair of West Meon Parish 
Council for 2026/27. The Declaration of Acceptance of OUice was duly 
signed by Cllr Davies and countersigned by the Clerk. 
 

2605-2 Election of Vice-Chair for 
2026/27 

RESOLVED: That Cllr V Burke be elected Vice-Chair of West Meon Parish 
Council for 2026/27. The Declaration of Acceptance of OUice was duly 
signed by Cllr Burke and countersigned by the Clerk. 
 

2605-3 Apologies for Absence Apologies were received from Cllr GriUith. 

2605-4 Chair’s Remarks The Chair thanked those involved in the Annual Parish Meeting and noted 
that positive feedback had been received. 

2605-5 Disclosable pecuniary 
interests  

None were declared. 

2605-6 To Suspend Standing 
Orders  

Standing Orders were suspended. No members of the public were present. 

 To Resume Standing 
Orders  

Members RESOLVED to resume Standing orders  

2605-7 Report from outside 
bodies: District Council 

The circulated District Council report was noted.  Cllr Pett introduced Cllr 
Ablitt and Cllr Small.  
 

• The Parish Council, District and County Council, recorded its 
sincere thanks to former Cllrs Neil Bolton and Malcolm Wallace for 
their hard work, dedication and support to West Meon Parish over 
many years. Members noted that their assistance, knowledge and 
commitment had been greatly appreciated and that they would be 
missed. 

• Cllr Pett reported that the Hampshire Bus Action Group had 
produced a charter for mayoral candidates, which parish councils 
would be invited to support. Cllr Pett agreed to circulate the charter. 

 
Cllr Main joined the meeting at 6.35pm. 
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2605-7-2 Report from outside 
bodies: County Council  

The circulated County Council report was noted from Cllr M Wallace. 
 
Cllr Small advised that future County Council working arrangements were 
still to be confirmed. 

2605-8 Minutes of previous 
meeting 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting, held on 8th April 2026 be 
approved as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair. 
  

2605-9 Co-Option Members noted that the statutory notice period for councillor vacancies had 
ended and that no application for co-option had been received. 

 
2605-10 Clerk’s Report The Clerk’s report was received and noted. 

RESOLVED: To approve 7 hours’ overtime. 

• The Clerk reported that she had met the contractor at the third 
Woodlands entrance sign location, and that installation was 
expected to be completed the following week. 

• Tree Works: The Council noted that a quotation had been received 
from Tree Assist for works to three identified trees. This would be 
included on the next agenda for consideration. 

• The Council noted that an additional insurance premium had been 
received in relation to the flint wall and railings. This would be 
included on the next agenda for consideration. 

2605-11-1 Bank Balances The balances on the current and deposit accounts as of 30th April 2026, 
reconciled and verified by Cllr Davies (see Appendix A) 

1. Current account:   £107,135.72. 
2. Deposit account:   £ 15,025.43 

 
2605-11-2 
 

Receipts and Payments The receipts and payments to 30th April 2026, as set out in Appendix B, were 
noted, including: - 

• the increase in monthly bank charges from £6.00 to £7.00 
• the Winchester City Council invoice of £130 for Q4 dog bin 

emptying, approved in April but processed in May and would show in 
May payments. 

 
2605-11-3 
 

Precept The Council noted receipt of the first instalment of the precept from 
Winchester City Council in the sum of £20,914.00, being the full amount 
requested. 
 

2605-11-4 Transfer of Funds The Council noted the Clerk’s transfer of £12,000 from the current account 
to the deposit account, in line with the Council’s agreed approach to 
maintaining an approximate £10,000 working balance. 
 

2605-11-5 Tree Works  RESOLVED to approve the payment of the previously agreed tree works 
invoice for £7,150 ex VAT, noting that this exceeds the tree works budget of 
£6,000 by £1,150, with the shortfall to be met from the Tree Works reserve. 
 

2605-11-6 HALC Subscription RESOLVED to renew the Council’s subscription to the HALC HR Service and 
to approve invoice INV-8463 for £180.00 ex VAT as part of the May 
scheduled payments. 
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2605-11-7  RESOLVED:  To approve the schedule of payments for May 2026, including: 
- 

• 50% advance payment to Dean TuB Fencing & Landscaping for the 
purchase of materials 

• HALC Councillor Essentials Training on the 4th of June, noting the 
payment will be processed on receipt of the invoice 

 
 

  AMOUNT PAYMENT 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS METHOD 

Unity Bank charge £7.00 £0.00 £7.00 DD 

Clerk Clerk’s Salary £893.15 £0.00 £893.15 FP 

Clerk Expenses: Goal Pegs £35.67 £0.00 £35.67 FP 

Nest Pension £42.10 £0.00 £42.10 DD 

CB Reid Payroll  £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 FP 

Hugo Fox Ltd Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99 DD 

Tree Assist Ash Tree Removal £7,150.00 £1,430.00 £8,580.00 FP 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 FP 

Infinity Playgrounds Play Equipment Remedial Work £1,615.65 £323.13 £1,938.78 FP 

HALC AUiliation Fee £395.00 £0.00 £395.00 FP 

West Meon & Warnford 
Sports Club 

Annual Parish Meeting £162.00 £0.00 £162.00 FP 

Dean Tutt 50% deposit – Meonwara Fencing £577.50 £0.00 £577.50 FP 

Hampshire County Council Street Lighting  £446.50 £89.30 £535.80 FP 

HALC Cllr GriUith: Training £120.00 £0.00 £120.00 FP 

HALC LCPD Membership  £180.00 £36.00 £216.00 FP 

 
2605-11-8 

 
Unity Bank Mandate 

 
RESOLVED: To approve amendments to the Council’s bank mandate, 
including: - 

• the removal of Cllr Gedye as a signatory, and 
• implementation of a three-person payment process, with one user 

to raise payments and two authorised signatories to approve them. 
 
The Unity Bank mandate forms were signed by the approved signatories (Cllr 
Davies, Burke and Fowler) and the Clerk will submit to Unity Trust Bank, 
following confirmation from Cllr Fowler they can access the online banking 
software.   
 

2605-11-9 Email Hosting Package 
Upgrade 

RESOLVED: To upgrade the Council’s email hosting package from Premium 
5GB to Advanced 10GB, and to approve the pro-rata cost of £26.36 plus 
VAT to the November renewal date.  Clerk to instruct CloudNext. 

 
2605-12 

 
Email Accounts 

 
The Council noted that the email accounts of former Cllr Gedye and former 
Cllr Humphrey had been disabled by the Clerk.  
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The Clerk will review the process for retaining and archiving council email 
records before deletion of any accounts. 

2605-13-1 Planning Applications 
Considered 

• SDNP/26/01509/HOUS: Lion Hill House Alton Road West Meon 
Hampshire GU32 1JF.  RESOLVED: To submit a holding objection 
until the issues raised in Hampshire Highways’ consultation 
response dated 7 May 2026 has been resolved. 

• SDNP/26/01510/LIS: Lion Hill House Alton Road West Meon 
Hampshire GU32 1JF. RESOLVED: To submit a holding objection 
until the issues raised in Hampshire Highways’ consultation 
response dated 7 May 2026 has been resolved. 

• SDNP/26/01412/LDE: Woodlands House Woodlands Bramdean 
Hampshire SO24 0HW. RESOLVED:  No objection. 
 

2605-13-2 Decisions Made Noted. 

2605-13-3 Appeals None. 

2605-13-4 Enforcement Cases Enforcement cases were noted as circulated. 

2605-14 Review of Representation 
or Work with External 
Bodies 

RESOLVED: That representation or work with external bodies be agreed as 
follows: 

• West Meon Village Hall Committee – Cllr Fowler 
• West Meon & Warnford Sports Club – Cllr Hickmore 
• Rifle Club – Cllr Silk 
• Hampshire Association of Local Councils – Cllr Burke 
• Recreation Ground (Charity Commission) – Cllr GriUith 
• Water Meadows – Cllr Main  

 
2605-15 

 

Review of Community 
Liaison Representatives 

 

RESOLVED: That community liaison representatives be agreed as follows: 
• Touchet Trust – Cllr Burke 
• Footpaths and Rights of Way – Cllr Silk 
• Village Shop Committee – Cllr GriUith 
• Bob Russell Trust – Cllr Davies 
• Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Main 
• West Meon Surgery – Cllr Fowler 
• West Meon School – Cllr Hickmore 

 
2605-16 Review of Internal 

Working Groups 
The Council reviewed its internal working group structure. RESOLVED: That 
the revised working group structure be agreed as follows: - 

• Planning & Housing – Cllr Burke and Cllr Silk 
• Flooding & Water Management – Cllr Davies and Cllr Main 
• Environment & Biodiversity – Cllr Hickmore and Cllr GriUith 
• Open Spaces – Cllr Main and Cllr Silk 
• TraUic & Road Safety – Cllr Davies and Cllr Fowler 
• Land/Leases & Property (temporary working group) – Cllr Davies and 

Cllr Silk 
 

2605-17 Annual Parish Meeting The Council considered the ideas and comments raised at the Annual Parish 
Meeting. 

https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDKZ5RTUJY000&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDKZ62TUJY100&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDF9T3TUJSY00&prevPage=inTray
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RESOLVED: That the Clerk circulate the list of ideas for review, so that 
Councillor’s can consider how the matters might be tackled and prioritised. 
The item would be included on the June agenda. 

2605-18 Road Safety – West Meon 
Speed Sign Proposal 

 

The Council reviewed the draft proposal form prepared by Cllr Main, 
including suggested locations and costs. RESOLVED: To proceed with the 
application at a cost of £300, to be funded from the TraUic & Speeding 
Reserve. The Clerk was authorised to submit the application. 

2605-19 Biodiversity Working 
Group 

Cllr Hickmore provided an update following the Hampshire Wildlife Trust 
Action for Nature Workshop. 

RESOLVED: That Cllr Hickmore prepare an update for the Parish Council 
news and the Clerk to publish the results of the workshop on the Parish 
Council website.   

The Council considered recommendations for biodiversity improvements at 
the Recreation Ground. 

• RESOLVED: To focus initially on the Recreation Ground banks, with 
other proposed areas deferred for further consideration.  It was 
initially agreed that the banks would be strimmed in March and 
October.  

• Cllr Hickmore to liaise with M Edwards and the Chair of the Sports 
Club regarding practical management of the banks. 

• Cllr Hickmore to report back on volunteer activity proposals, likely 
costs, budget requirements and any free resources available. 

Cllr Silk left the meeting at 8.01pm 
2605-20 HR – Clerk’s Pension RESOLVED: To increase the employer contribution to the Clerk’s NEST 

pension from 3% to 5% of pay or qualifying earnings, whichever is higher, 
with effect from April 2026. 

2605-21 Next Meeting The date and place of the next meeting was confirmed as 6.30pm on 
Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at West Meon Village Hall. 

 
   
The meeting closed at 8.16pm  
   
 
Signed:      Name:  
  
(Chair of meeting approving minutes)  
   
Dated:  
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Appendix A: Reconciled Bank Accounts to 30th April 2026 
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Appendix B: Payments and Receipts to 30th April 2026 
 

  AMOUNT PAYMENT 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS METHOD 

Unity Bank Charge £7.00 £0.00 £7.00 DD 

Clerk Clerks Salary £956.87 £0.00 £956.87 FP 

Clerk Stationery £16.98 £0.00 £16.98 FP 

HMRC PAYE £983.28 £0.00 £983.28 DD 

Nest Pension £47.52 £0.00 £47.52 FP 

CB Reid Payroll £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 FP 

Hugo Fox Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99 DD 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 FP 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire Biodiversity £48.00 £0.00 £48.00 FP 

WM Village Hall APM £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 FP 

WMPC Transfer to Deposit £12,000.00 £0.00 £12,000.00 TR 

 

  AMOUNT PAYMENT 

PAYER DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS METHOD 

Winchester City 
Council 

Precept £20,914.00 £0.00 £20,914.00 FP 

 

 

 
 

 


