Beaumont (locally pronounced Bee-mont) the “Beautiful Hill”, was named by the Normans, but this natural stronghold was probably a settlement in Prehistoric times. 
The village has a turbulent past, and life was not always as peaceful as you find today. When the Romans arrived they built Hadrian’s Wall which passes directly through Beaumont, and today’s church is built on the site of one of the turrets. The Normans then built a Motte and Bailey castle on the same spot, and the first church was built here around the 12th century. 
200 years later, this remained a wild and lawless place. Beaumont saw kings, invading armies and the feared Border Reivers pass through. The nearby Solway Waths, the ancient crossing places on the River Eden, ensured a safe passage between Scotland and England for those who knew the tides and quicksands. In these times, cattle rustling, murder, feuding, kidnapping and arson were constant threats and so farmsteads were all built within the village for safety. You may have noticed that farms are still at the heart of this community.
In the 18th century, cross-border smuggling was widespread and contraband was stored in Beaumont’s cellars. Industry arrived in 1823 when the Carlisle Canal was opened. It was drained and replaced by the Port Carlisle Railway in 1853.  A school was built here on this village green, and to your right was the Lowther Arms public house. All are now gone, but you can still see traces of the embankments and cuttings on the road to Monkhill.

Enjoy this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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