Footpath Working Party Progress Report JANUARY/2024 
Reported by Cllr M Berrisford
Cllr G Owen and Cllr N Bullock
All,
GATE UPDATE SINCE DECEMBER 2023
I’m sure you will understand that installing the planned gates has been somewhat disrupted by the amount of rain we have encountered over the last 3 months.  We must be sensible and respect the landowner’s property, so here is a quick recap of where we are.
· A gate is already in place to be installed on Betley 7 on the south side of the ditch and the next one will be on Betley 5 as this stile is held together with bale twine and rotten. Mandy Berrisford (MB) is Planning to do both on the same day and Nige Hopkins SCC officer (NH) will oversee the work. This will give us the opportunity to invite those interested volunteers along to have some training.  Currently this will be a weekday until MB has a weekend available to organise the group. The Gate we installed before Christmas which is North of the ditch still needs to have a drain and the stone base creating, NH has this on his to do list.

· The Planned gated route from the Hand & Trumpet to Den Lane is imminent; a late harvest of hay and the rain has put us back a few months, but we are so looking forward to completing this project.

· Staffordshire Rural Team have replaced a stile on Route 16 with a super Self-Closing Pedestrian Gate.  This Gate is from their stock and is part of their maintence plan where possible in the BBW areas they like to replace stiles with a gate.  MB has thanked NH for his continued support during the Project so far. 

[image: ][image: ]	


· Route 16 is connected to Routes 1,4 & 22 at Bowsey Wood Farm which is along the A531 between Wrinehill corner and the Madley turning.
[image: A map of a country

Description automatically generated]Red Arrow indicates location of the new Self Closing Gate.


KISSING GATE PURCHASE
I have received the invoice for the gates that I have sourced.  These are three meshed Kissing Gates for a total of £550 + VAT and wish to purchase these for our stock. I have had them checked by Nigel Hopkins from SCC and they passed the inspection.  
The gates from Centre Wire are £408 + VAT each so this is a huge saving of £647 which goes a long way towards more gates to complete our planned gated routes.
I am seeking approval for this purchase from members out of the remaining funds (£1894) kept for the project.
GIS MAP
GIS Map continues to be updated on an ongoing basis by Gareth Owen (GO).  All footpaths and corresponding furniture surveys in the parish are being regularly updated however, we have decided not to share the link on this report we shall prepare a presentation for launch in the spring which is protected from any public interference.  Currently the map is an invaluable tool for the working party to use with the details to hand.
GRANTS
We have applied for a grant through The Community foundation of Staffordshire to help fund the production nice informative signs for our common lane circular route. We shall keep you informed.
SIGNS
CAN YOU HELP!
The working party are gathering information to support the circular GATED route signage for Betley 20, 8 & 9 The Swan Pub, Common Lane, Sandy Croft over Betley Court Farm back to Common Lane and return to The Swan Pub.
We need interesting facts about that route we need the following: -
· A picture of the Swan Pub and some history-Graham and the History Society may be Chris Watkins could advise?
· Information on Sandycroft (already available)
· Anything interesting on Common Lane
· The Mere is SSI (information easy to get)
· Over the big fields to the back of Cllr D Hales
· Maybe mentioning Betley Court?

Providing the above is sourced, a draft will be circulated for the council to discuss before the January 2024 meeting along with any further updates.
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