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St Michael’s Church 200 Club 
November draw 
 1st 147 R Stockhill 3rd265 W Davies 
 2nd 184 C Styles 4th213 J Eagle 

 

St Michael's Church are holding a Decorated 
Christmas Tree Competition. 
Bring your entry to the Church on December 5th 
between 10am and 12 midday. 
The trees will stay in the church for one week. 
Voting for the best tree will be done by buying a token 
for 50p from the village shop during that week and 
putting it in the box next to your favourite tree. 
The winners will be announced and prizes awarded 
at the Carols by Candlelight and Gift Service on Saturday 
December 13th. Trees should be no taller than 5ft but 
can be real or artificial. Entries can be taken home after 
the service on the 13th. Proceeds from the voting will go 
to the Salvation Army as do the gifts from the service. 

 

Thank You! 
 Nigel Eagle would like to say a sincere thank you to everyone 

who so generously sponsored him on the Sobell House 
Autumn Walk. He personally raised almost £220 which will be 
increased by Gift Aid. Over £1000 in entry fees was collected 

on the day, so with the sponsorship money the final total 
should be a good one.  

 

Stanton Harcourt Cricket Club Update 
Champions for the second year on the trot. Our first won 
division 4 of the OCA and our second got promoted to 
division 8. Stanton Harcourt cricket club have had lots of 
on field success and we are looking stronger for the 
2016 season. 
We will be going to the awards night to collect trophies 
on the 13th November. Looking back on another 
successful year, absolutely fantastic for the village!! 
Cricket nets will start mid-January please look on our 
website for details. These will be held at Bartholomew 
school Eynsham, come along we are always looking for 
new cricketers!! 
https:\\www.stantonharcourtcricketclub.co.uk is our 
website why not take a look. 

 

Tuesday Girls (TGs) 
There will be no Tuesday girls meeting at the village hall 
in November as we are having a night out at the Theatre 

instead to see Sunset Boulevard. 
For those going on trip please remember it is on 

Wednesday 11th November. 
All back to normal at the village hall in December for our 

Christmas Festivities 

Produce Show Report! 
The revived Village Produce Show took place in the Village 
Hall on Sunday 27 September and was a great success. 
There were 108 individual entrants and a total of 272 
separate entries submitted – a quantity which nearly 
overwhelmed the organisers and the team of judges! The 
number of people entering surprised and delighted all 
involved as did the standard of entries which was extremely 
high. Many congratulations to all those who won 
certificates, rosettes and trophies. Overall Category winners 
were as follows: 

Category 1 – Fruit, Vegetables & Produce – Lucy Heath 
(Senior), Village School Foundation Year (Junior) 
Category 2 – Flowers & Flower Arrangements – Marilyn 
 Booer (Senior), Hettie Young (Junior) 
Category 3 – Cooking & Preserves – Lizzie Mason (Senior), 
Elise Watts (Junior) 
Category 4 – Nature’s Best – May Powell (Senior), Eva 
Appleyard (Junior) 
Category 5 – Art, Handicraft, Photography & Literature – 
Gill Salway (Senior), Felicity Hutchison (Junior) 
Category 6 – Children’s Section – Alexander Crawford 
(Senior), Cameron Crawford (Junior) 
The Best in Show Cup was awarded to Chris Long for a 
beautifully made corn dolly which the judges felt really 
captured the spirit of the event. The Harcourt Perpetual 
Challenge Cup for the overall winner (which was originally 
presented to the village by Lord & Lady Harcourt but had 
not been awarded since 1954) was taken home by a hugely 
deserving Marilyn  Booer. 
Our thanks to the sponsors of the event: Evenlode DIY, 
Cogges Manor Farm Museum and The Garden flower shop 
(in Oxford’s Covered Market). 
Thank you too to all who helped on the day, submitted 
entries and came 
along to see what it 
was all about – it 
turned the day into a 
real community event 
which will now 
become an annual 
fixture in the village 
calendar: Sunday 25 
September has been 
provisionally set as 
the date for 2016. One entrant warned ominously “it will be 
much more competitive next year”! 

 

 
Poised Performing Arts runs ballet and tap classes 
on a Monday between 3.30pm to 6.30pm for 
children aged 2.5 plus years at the village hall. 
Contact Katy for more details. 

Tel: 07752880132 
Email: poisedperformingarts@gmail.com 
Web: www.poisedperformingarts.co.uk 

Booking now! Christmas Shop and drop workshop 
based on Frozen! Drop your children off and finish 
your Christmas shopping while they have fun with 
Anna and Elsa. Dance, singing, drama and crafts. 
10am until 4pm 21st December, £30 per child. 
Ages 4 to 10 years.  

Horse Whisperers Wanted 
Abingdon Group for the Riding for the Disabled 
Association based at Southmoor are in desperate need 
of additional volunteers for three lessons in particular - 
Monday at 5 pm, Wednesday at 6 pm, and Thursday at 
5 pm. None of these classes are running at capacity, as 
we don't currently have sufficient volunteers to be able 



to offer more children who are on our waiting list a place. 
This is such a shame, as riding would make such a huge 
difference to these children. 
Volunteers need to be 14 years or over, and a DBS 
check is required.  Please would you share our plea for 
volunteers with your friends, and help us to find these 
essential team members and bring these lessons up to 
capacity. 
To find out more, visit our website www.rda-
abingdon.org.uk, find us on Facebook and send a PM, 
or emailannps.barlow@googlemail.com  
 

The Page 3 ManBird 
This month's bird is Pappy, and 
he is a Scarlet Tanager, his 
colouring is red and black just 
like a poppy! Lady tanagers are 
olive coloured so just wouldn't 
do this month. Tanagers are in 
the Cardinal family and mostly found in the Americas but 
have also recently been spotted in our Wild West as 
close as Ireland, Scilly and Cornwall.  
 

P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  N e w s  
NEXT PC MEETING: Monday 7thDecember 7:30pm 
Village Christmas Tree 
The village Christmas Tree, which this year is being very kindly 
organised on behalf of the Parish Council by Kerstie Judson, 
will be in place on The Green in December, carols around the 
Tree will take place on Saturday 12th December at 5pm. 
Councillors object to household waste recycling centres 
closure proposal 
West Oxfordshire District Council is strongly opposing the 
proposed closure of some of Oxfordshire’s Household Waste 
Recycling Centres, including Dix Pit at Stanton Harcourt by 
2018. 
Councillor David Harvey noted: “The closure of Dix Pit in 
Stanton Harcourt and other centres across Oxfordshire would 
inconvenience many people, be environmentally harmful and 
only bring a short-term cost gain to the County which is why 
we are strongly urging them to re-consider their plans.” 
West Oxfordshire District Council has supported the reduction 
in opening hours as they considered that if this allowed the 
provision of a greater number of sites, it would be the best 
option for the public.  
Stones from Eynsham Abbey? 
Do you have or know the whereabouts of stones, which 
originated from Eynsham Abbey? 
I live in Eynsham and am assembling a record of extant stones 
by photographing them.  If you can help, please contact 
steve_parrinder@hotmail.com 
West Oxfordshire District Council Local Plan Examination 
The West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031 has been submitted to 
the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination. 
The Local Plan Examination will be divided into two separate 
sessions. 
The first session dealing with strategic matters including the 
duty to co-operate and housing and employment requirements 
will begin at 10am on Monday 23 November and will run until 
Thursday 26 November.  
The second examination session will begin on Wednesday 3 
February 2016. 
 All hearing sessions will be held at the Council's Woodgreen 
offices in Witney. 
Pumpkin recycling 
West Oxfordshire residents are being reminded to recycle their 
pumpkins this Halloween. 
Residents can either leave their pumpkins at the side of their 
food waste bin to be picked up as part of their usual weekly 
collection, or cut them into pieces and put them inside this bin. 
Publication of Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan: 
Part 1 – Core Strategy 

Towards the end of July OCC gave advance notice that they 
would be consulting on the 
County Council’s new Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Part 1 – 
Core Strategy proposed 
submission document.   Your Chairman has made comments 
to the Strategy – details of comments made can be found on 
the Parish Council Website www.wospweb.com/site/Stanton-
Harcourt-Parish-Council 
Wychwood Project AGM and Talk 
The Wychwood Project would like to invite you to attend our 
AGM and talk on Tuesday 17th November at Chadlington 
Memorial Hall, OX7 3NA, 7.30 - 10 pm.  We aim to keep the 
business part of the meeting brief and move on to the highlight 
of the evening, a talk by Andrew Mitchell from Global Canopy 
Programme, entitled 'What does Wychwood Forest have in 
common with the Amazon?' This is an open meeting so please 
publicise widely, noting that only Wychwood Project members 
can vote during the business part of the meeting.  
Cabinet’s go-ahead for cost saving programme 
Cabinet members at West Oxfordshire District Council have 
voted unanimously to proceed with a shared working 
programme that will deliver additional annual savings of over 
£1.25m by the end of 2018/19. 
The programme, called the 2020 Vision, will extend existing 
shared working with Cheltenham Borough Council and 
Cotswold and Forest of Dean District Councils.The four 
councils already share a human resources, finance and payroll 
service and are working towards building a common ICT 
structure. 
Although there will be structural changes as to how the 
councils operate, the 2020 programme is being designed so 
residents will not see any changes to their Council and the 
services it runs. 
Each Council will retain its own separate identity and its own 
democratically elected members. Staff will continue to work at 
each location; some will provide a service predominantly to 
one Council, whereas others will provide a service for more 
than one Council.  
Further OCC Savings 
On 20 October, we launch a public consultation about 130 
budget savings options that the council is considering. The 
savings options will be published on the council’s website for 
feedback and comment. We would welcome your and others’ 
feedback.  
Although no decisions have been taken at this stage, the 
council believes it will need to find another £50m of savings on 
top of those already announced in previous years’ budgets. 
Further information on all (County Council) consultations can 
be found at: www.consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti 
Have your say on the future of children’s services 
Oxfordshire County Council would like your views on its 
proposal to adopt a new model of children's services in 
Oxfordshire for children aged 0-19 to save £8 million from the 
budget by 2016-17. 
Our proposal is to create a brand new service for families and 
their children aged 0-19 years old, or up to 25 if the child has 
additional needs. 
We would open up to eight new Children and Family Centres 
across Oxfordshire. These Centres would support children and 
their families who need help and will integrate the work of the 
Children's Centres, the Early Intervention Hubs and Children's 
Social Care. 
Unless we can find a new way of working the current 44 
Children's Centres which support families with children aged 0-
5, and the seven Early Intervention Hubs currently providing 
support to children aged up to 19, or 25 if the child has 
additional needs, will close. 
The consultation runs until 23:59 on 10 January 2016. 
Further information is available online: 
www.consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/eiservicesreview/ 
Post Box 
The post box, which was previously located at The Harcourt 
Arms, will be relocated on the Green in the very near future.  
There was a close miss, as it was very nearly relocated to an 
incorrect location -  thanks to eagle-eyed Amy Payne, who 
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