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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th November 2024 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, S Mash, 8 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4739.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4740.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Agenda item 5.1  Minute number
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  Please see appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4741.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th October 2024. The Minutes were and signed as a correct  
              record.
At this point the Planning Applications were brought forward for discussion here.
4742.	Planning Applications: (previously forwarded to Councillors)
	
4728.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  In Cllr Newton’s absence this was deferred to the next meeting.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  Concern was expressed that the CIO document has yet to be agreed by the Landlord’s solicitors resulting in it not being forwarded to the Charities Commission, therefore the Lease has yet to be signed by either party. The question was asked as to what action, if any, the Parish Council could take.  After a very long discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the Sports Club to ask for an update before the next meeting.
c)  Update on possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  Still nothing further.
d)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  A site meeting has been arranged for 15th October 2024.  Jennie Watson from KCC Highways, Jamie Cunningham KCC Highways (Ashford), Mike Hill, and Cllrs Smith and Lloyd-Smith will attend.  KCC still maintains that the piece of land between the two footways is not KCC’s responsibility.  The main cause for concern is the unsafe state of the brick footway.
e)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.  Awaiting the return of Makala Thomas from annual leave.

4729.	Planning Applications.  There are none.

4730.	To consider and agree if appropriate, quotes received to renew the paving slabs and the surround of the War Memorial and to extend to and open up the hedge into the Memorial Garden and install a gate.  Three quotes had been received.  One was considered far too high and the other two were similar.  The work of all three were known to Councillors.  After a full discussion it was agreed to award the work to Keith Clover.  Listed Building Consent is now required.

4731.	To consider and decide on quotes received for providing biodiversity net gain documentation for the Cemetery Extension planning application.  Two quotes had been received.  It was agreed to accept and ask for further information from Katia Bresso of K B Ecology.  We may only need a Small Sites metric.

4732.	To appoint an Internal Auditor for 2024/25.  David Chesson had very kindly agreed to this.

4733.	Correspondence:
	1) Mazars ‘Completion of Audit’ letter – gov.uk website and email addresses required by 31st March 2025.  Part of the Governance Statement on the next Annual Return will be this requirement.  If it is not 
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met a reason will have to be given.  After a full discussion it was agreed to change the website to  gov.uk.  This is something that our existing provider, HugoFox, can arrange free of charge.  There is a charge for email addresses.  It was agreed, at this stage, not to change email addresses.  All Councillors have Parish Council addresses.
b)  Request from the Secretary of the Football Club for a donation towards the costs of running the Scarecrow Competition in the village.  Councillors had heard more on this during the Public Session and after a short discussion agreed to donate £150.  The Borough Councillor offered to match fund this.

4734.	Payments for Authorisation:
	1. Clerk’s expenses 1st July to 30th September 2024.  £64.67.  Agreed.
	2. Donation to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  £100 agreed.

4735.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Caretaker returns to work on 11th September.  He was thanked for emptying the litter & dogs bins where necessary during his sick leave.  The Caretaker will carry out more work in the Cemetery during the winter months.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements. Noted.
ii)  Half Yearly Budget Statement.  Noted.  
c)   Planning: 
	Considered since last meeting:
	PA/2024/1482  14 Jubilee Field – Installation of solar panels to the front elevation.  Support.
                                                                            Applicant now ABC.  This has since been Withdrawn.
PA/2024/1488  23 Forge Meads – Installation of solar panels to the rear roof elevation.   
                                                              Support.  Applicant now ABC.  This has now since been
				    Withdrawn again.
Decisions received:
PA/2024/1382  23 Forge Meads – Installation of solar panels to the rear elevation.  Withdrawn.
                                                             However see above.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – The road surface on Underhill is very uneven. Clerk to report to Highways.
f)  Public Rights of Way – It was asked whether residents are asked to cut back their hedges along PROWs to a certain width.  No.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  See a) above.

4736.    Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
              KALC meeting of 25th September.  Cllr Smith gave a short report on the meeting he had attended with 
              Cllr Newton wherein he had told them of the Climate Change meeting held in the village and attended 
	by an officer from ABC.

4737.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  12th November 2024 at 7pm.

4738.	Items for Information:
1. The Clerk reported on the Scribefest webinar she had attended.
2. Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had heard from the Developer of the proposed Stocks Road development that it is hoped the application will go before the December Planning Committee.
3. Cllr Smith had explained to the Climate Change Meeting the difficulties of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
The meeting closed at 21.15hrs. 
Appendix.  Mrs Lewis had been able to give more information on her request for a donation to the Scarecrow Competition and had been able to answer questions.  It is hoped to make it an annual community event.	
