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Minutes of the Environment Committee held at The Rackliff Centre on
Monday 22nd April  2024 at 7.30 pm 

Members Present:
Cllr A Britcher-Allan (ABA); Cllr P Gripper (PG); Cllr A Funnell (AF); Cllr C Ducklin (CD).
Non-voting members; Jayne Sharratt; Paul Froome; Jenny Blackburn 

Officer Present: Deputy Clerk Linda Neusten  

Members of the Public:  One present.

1. Enquire whether anyone present intends to film, photograph and/or record the meeting.  No one.
 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence. None received 

3.  Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests: No prejudicial or personal interests were 
      declared.

4.   Declarations of Lobbying: None were declared.
    
5.   Open session for questions from the public:  No questions raised.
      
6.  Minutes of the last meeting held Minutes 23rd October 2023:
 	i.  These were approved by the committee as accurate and signed by the Chair.
ii.  Trees at Mary Cayley Playground have now been planted.

7.  Frequency of future meetings:  The Committee approved unanimously to hold three meetings a year in future, with the proviso that an extra-ordinary meeting can be called if required.

8. Paul Froome: was introduced as a new non-voting member of the committee. Paul’s main area of concern is Climate change and wishes to be proactive in any related activities.

9. Thermal Imaging Camera: 23 surveys carried out by Paul Gripper this winter. A total of 50+ since the scheme began in 2022.   Interest has been shown by neighbouring parishes. The Committee to draw up a terms and conditions document for future loan/ hire of camera. As camera can also analyse damp, it may consider carrying out damp surveys during summer months. 

10. Green Café: A new community venture, set up to brainstorm ideas of activities that would benefit the community in partnership with other community groups.   There have been two meetings so far.

11. Update on litter picking event: In partnership with The Green Café the next Litter pick is on May 4th. Meeting at 10am at The Rackliff Centre. Refreshments will be provided.

12.  Cycle Rack:  A pre-application, for 3 or 4 Cycle racks to be installed on Common View, has been submitted to TWBC. 



13.  Solar Panels:  Paul Froome has taken on the research into the appropriate panels and potential funding options. He will report back at a future meeting.

14.  Emergency Plan:  Cllr Alex Britcher-Allan asked all committee members to read draft emergency plan and to submit comments/ amendments etc to her before the end of June. 

15.   Items for information: - 
a) 27th April community coffee morning at URC at which  The Green Café will have a stall 
b)  4th May 2-3pm on Rusthall Cricket pitch. A community organised protest in favour of speed reduction down to 30mph on A264
c) Look into possibility of a recycling scheme for pet food pouches. Dave Funnell to investigate if Sainsbury’s have one already.
d) Paul Froome would like to instigate a meeting of environment committee members from all parish councils in the area.
16.  Next Full Environment Committee Meeting: -   16th September 2024 7.30pm 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm 


Chairman:     ……………………………………………………..


Dated:   ……………………………………………………………
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