SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12th MAY 2025 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, D Tucker, G Walker, 

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  3 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	Election of Chair 

25.01	Cllr Shears nominated Cllr Legg as Chair for the coming year. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. Cllr Legg signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office the in the presence of the meeting.

2.	Election of Vice Chair 

25.02	Cllr Newman proposed Cllr Tucker. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. Cllr Tucker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting.

3.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.03	Apologies have been received from Cllr J Dobbs (unable to attend the meeting but listening in via telephone).

4.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.04	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

5.	Appointment of Councillors to positions of responsibility for the coming year 

25.05	Play Park Warden – Cllr Newman

	Tree Warden – Cllr Dobbs

	Highways – Cllr Gower
	
	Footpaths – Cllr Tucker	
	
	Flooding – Cllr Walker

	Planning – Cllr Shears

	Website, social media and IT – Cllr Newman

6.	To accept the New Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

25.06	Cllr Legg proposed they are both accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. 

7.	To consider entering into a Long Term Agreement for the insurance 

25.07	In order to ensure rate stability the Parish Council has the opportunity to choose to set up a 3 year binding Long Term Agreement at a premium of £553.42. Cllr Shears proposed this offer accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will contact the insurers accordingly. ACTION: CLERK


8.	To review the Risk Assessment and Asset Register 

25.08	Copies of both documents had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Tucker proposed they are both accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously.

9.	Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2025 

25.08	To agree the Bank Reconciliation as at 31st March 2025 

	A copy of the reconciliation had been issued with the agenda. It was accepted as a true and accurate representation of the bank position.

25.09	To review and approve the external audit Certificate of Exemption 

	A copy of the Certificate had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed the Certificate is signed. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. The Certificate was signed by the Chair and Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

25.10	To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement 

	Members considered and approved all statements. Cllr Legg proposed the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the Statement in the presence of the meeting.

25.11	To review and approve the Annual Accounting Statement 

	A copy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed it was accepted and signed. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. 

10.	To confirm the Parish Council meets the criteria for the General Power of Competence 

25.12	The Parish Council continues to have a qualified Clerk and more than two thirds of members are elected. It, therefore, meets the criteria for the General Power of Competence.

11.	To approve the Honorarium for the bus shelter cleaning 

25.13	Members unanimously agreed that the £75 should be paid again this year. 

12.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th March 2025 

25.14	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

13.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.15	Finger posts – On-going. 

14.	Chairman’s Report 

25.16	This was already covered in the Annual Parish Meeting. Nothing further to add. 

15.	Democratic Period 

25.17	Residents extending their thanks to the Chair for all his work over the past year, together with the Councillors. 

16.	Unitary Councillor’s Report 

25.18	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made.

17.	To Co-opt a new Parish Councillor 

25.19	Mr Paul Gower had put his name forward for the vacant post. Cllr Legg proposed he is invited to join the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. Cllr Gower signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

18.	Finance 

25.20	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:

	Dorset Council	Litter bin empties to March 2026		25/01		322.92
	A Crocker		April 2025 salary + expenses			25/02		294.53
	HMRC			April 2025 PAYE				25/03		  49.00
	A Crocker		May 2025 salary + expenses			25/04		250.76
	Sydling Village Hall	Hall hire March 2025				25/05		  19.00
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting April 2025			25/06		  11.99
	A Banks		Reimburse mower fuel			25/07		  27.34
	HMRC			May 2025 PAYE				25/08		  49.20
	JP Consultants		Internal Audit review				25/09		  70.00

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £1,094.74

	Cllr Shears proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously.

25.21	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved.

19.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.22	Planning 

	Land and buildings North of Cutlers Close – This application had gone to Appeal and was rejected in March, stating the application was in conflict with the development plan, no information was providing regarding the effects of nutrients getting into the stream and, subsequently, Poole Harbour. In addition, no proof of sequential testing had been provided and more information was required regarding flood mitigation. 
	Southfield Barn – The application is still under consideration and additional information is being provided by the applicant.

	P/HOU/2025/01882 – 23a High Street – Demolish conservatory and remove existing bay window. Erect single storey rear extension with roof lanterns, demolish and rebuild side store. Although the deadline for comment has passed, is may still be possible to submit a response. The work is hidden from the High Street and, in the most part, is replacing what was there.

25.23	Play Park 

	The frame with the slide on – the safety rail is starting to rot. Mr Radbourne will be asked if he can make a repair. Zip wire – the planks under the staging are beginning to rot. This will be monitored. The rail by the spiney could be removed as it doesn’t seem to serve any purpose. 

25.24	Footpaths 

Some of the hedges within the village are getting a bit overgrown on some paths but residents will be given the chance to cut them back before any action is taken.

25.25	Highways 

This role involves keeping a general eye on potholes, road signage and roads in general and reporting any issues via the Dorset Council website. Cllr Gower kindly offered to take on this role. Cllr Newman reported that the Church Hill View road sign has been damaged. This will be reported to Dorset Council in the first instance. 

25.26	Trees 

Nothing to report.

25.27	Flooding 

Cllr Walker reported that the river is very low at the moment. Whilst the water level is this low, he will walk the stream, remove any obstructions and make sure everything is okay along the banks.

 20.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.28	Nothing to report.

21.	Items for the next meeting 

25.29	Village Green – Could a fence/hedge be reinstated – the green is in constant use and there is a danger that a child could run out into the road. A post and rail fence could be put along the first 25m to allow vehicles a clear view of the green when travelling over the bridge, allowing enough time to see if a child was likely to run into the road. The existing hedge needs to be cut back in the first instance. Cllr Legg will approach the landowners in the and Cllr Walker will consider possible solutions regarding fencing and report back to the July meeting. ACTION: CLLRS LEGG & WALKER


22.	Date of the next meeting 

25.30	The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th July 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.00hrs
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
