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Get your aches & pains eased  
by a professional, fully insured  

Graduate Sports Therapist  
in Benenden. 

 
Injury assessment, massage, 
stretching, cupping, taping  
& exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Reduce pain,  

improve your flexibility,  
strength & posture  

with Rebecca Manford  
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

MOVING? 
NEED AN EXTRA 
PAIR OF HANDS?  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE TEAM ON 07766 000064

THE HOUSE MOVERS FRIEND are a small team of kind and sympathetic 
ladies who can help with all aspects of house moving including:

• Sensitive help with de-cluttering 

• Staging rooms ready for sale 

• Arranging for small remedial 
repairs prior to marketing 

• Packing and creation of inventories 

• Sourcing of quotations for removal 
firms and other related services 

• Change of address correspondence 

• Curtain alterations 

Plus, so much more… no project is 
too large or too small.

All Guttering Maintenance  
Cleaning, Repairs or Replacement  

Fully insured  
Phone Mark on 

01580 292343   07762 461381
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Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope, 
Business and Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   07593 226462 
 
Printed by Wealden Print, Flimwell, Kent   01580 466442   info@wealdenprint.co.uk

When it’s my turn to write this editorial I always do the same things in the hope that the muse 
will descend and inspiration will follow. After hearing that Julie Burchill would drink a bottle of 
champagne before writing her columns, I toyed with the idea of popping down to Benenden’s and 
buying a bottle of rather splendid and very affordable Cremant de Bourgogne, but at 11am 
perhaps not (I hear cries of “try it”). 
 
My technique more closely mirrors that of Joan Didion, who would spend most of the day not 
putting anything on paper, just sitting there trying to form a coherent idea in the hope that 
something would transpire. So it was a relief to know from Sue and Stuart’s Talking Point (page 7) 
that the practice of quietly observing the world - or in my case Benenden life - may not only 
allow ideas to surface but may also be good for me. 
 
But it wasn’t hard to be inspired this month by the myriad village events in store for us. We kick 
off with the Benenden Bonfire on 8 November, a wonderful occasion and serious fundraiser but 
please don’t forget to buy your tickets in advance as you won’t be able to turn up on the day.  
For the musically inclined I recommend the talented Benenden School music scholars on  
12 November, and the Rhythm of Life Choir’s ‘Winter Magic’ concert in St George’s Church  
on 22 November promises to be a real treat. Then we end the month with the Friends of St 
George’s Quiz - on the surface a hugely popular fun and friendly event, but in reality a gripping 
gladiatorial contest. I love it - even though I only ever seem to contribute a couple of correct 
answers. The best of which was “Gormenghast” but I can’t for the life of me remember the 
question! 
 
Ruth Clark, Co-Editor
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Village Calendar

November 
Saturday 1 Fish and Chip Supper, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Tuesday 4 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 4 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Saturday 8 Benenden Bonfire and Fireworks, Benenden School, 5.30pm p.9 
Saturday 8 Cyril Moore Skittles Evening for the Poppy Appeal,  

St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 9 Hemsted Park, Blazin’ Fiddles, Benenden School Theatre, 7pm p.19 
Tuesday 11 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9 
Wednesday 12 The Music Scholars of Benenden School,  

Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7pm p.14 
Saturday 15 Autumn Village Clean, Benenden’s Community Shop, 9am p.9 
Saturday 15 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Monday 17 Parish Council Meeting, Benenden Hospital Quinlan Centre, 7pm 
Tuesday 18 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 18 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Tuesday 18 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Winter Party, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.22 
Saturday 22 The Rhythm of Life Choir: Winter Magic Concert, St George’s Church, 7pm p.11 
Saturday 22 Hemsted Park, The BBC Big Band, Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7.30pm p.19 
Saturday 22 Cornhole Tossing, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Tuesday 25 Merry and Bright, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.14 
Friday 28 Benenden’s Community Shop Christmas Shopping Evening,  

Benenden’s Community Shop, 5.30pm p.21 
Saturday 29 Axe Throwing, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 30 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm 
Sunday 30 Advent Carol Service: The Service of Light, St George’s Church, 5pm p.22 
 
 
Iden Green Toddler Group 
Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am 
 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am 
 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Toddler Group 
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11am
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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 17 November, 
Benenden Hospital Quinlan Centre, 7pm 

Parish Council

It was lovely to read the kind words about our friend and fellow councillor, Peter Driver, in the 
magazine last month, and this month there is a further tribute to his life and how he contributed  
so much to the village, making it a better place for everyone. The parish council will carry on  
with creating his vision of the Beacon Field wildflower meadow, a very fitting legacy for a man  
who cared so much about our natural environment. 
 
You may have noticed the recent work being carried out on our war memorial at the top of 
Walkhurst Road. This has been beautifully cleaned and restored by a local firm, Military Grave 
Restorers, who are passionate about their work as a community interest group. It’s great to  
have the memorial looking at its best for forthcoming Remembrance Day, as you’ll see from the 
front cover of this edition. 
 
Speaking of cleaning, the next village clean-up is on Saturday 15 November, volunteers to  
meet outside the village shop at 9am to collect equipment required for this worthwhile  
morning of sprucing. 
 
There has been a lot of discussion recently among neighbouring parishes around Local Government 
Reform (LGR). Although Kent did not make the first tranche of authorities proposed for devolution, 
Kent councils are working together to put forward joint proposals for submission to Whitehall by 
the end of November 2025. These will include options for a three or four unitary council model for 
Kent. From a parish council perspective, we are following progress closely and we will be looking 
carefully at how LGR affects parish councils in East Sussex, who are a step ahead of Kent, with a 
new mayor being elected for the whole of Sussex in May 2026, and a new unitary council operating 
there from 2028. 
 
Hopefully this will give us a chance to learn from those who have gone through this process at  
a parish level and what issues we need to address (if any) before the reorganisation of council 
services takes place across Kent. 
 
Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair 
nicolat@benendenparishcouncil.org 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
07593 226462   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk   or find us on Facebook
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie   01233 820100   rev.ylva@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: Sue Fisher   241907   sue@undaunted.co.uk 
Churchwarden: Cathy Presgrave   07500 119189   cathy.presgrave@gmail.com 
www.benendenchurch.org   850849   benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
Sunday 2 November         8am Communion               10am All-age                7.30pm All Souls’ Day Service 
                                                                             Communion 
Sunday 9 November         8am BCP Communion        10.45am Remembrance Service 
                                                                             followed by an Act of Remembrance, 
                                                                             War Memorial 
Sunday 16 November       8am Communion               10am Sung Eucharist 
Saturday 22 November                                                                              4pm Connect Four 
                                                                                                               at Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Sunday 23 November       8am Communion               10am Morning Worship 
Sunday 30 November       8am Benefice Communion   10am Benefice            5pm Advent Service of Light 
                                                                             All-age Communion 
                                                                             at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
Morning Prayer                8am Mondays and Fridays 

 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Morning Prayer                8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
Mid-week Communion      10am Tuesdays 

 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird   240027   www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services                10am Morning Worship       5.30pm Evening Worship 
The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 

 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant   713364   www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses                            9am Sundays                      7.30pm Holy Days 

 
From the Parish Registers 
Wedding                            10 October   Gabriele Griggs and Thomas Mellor 
 
Marriage Blessing              11 October   Mark and Loretta Czapiewski 
 
Funerals                             20 October   Jean Epps   Funeral and burial 
                                         25 October   Peter Driver   Interment



A time of remembrance amid the storms 
November, the month of remembrance, is upon us, seemingly in the blink of an eye. As the late 
autumn weather settles in, the changing of the clocks plunges us into darkness too early and  
we batten down the hatches as the named storms approach, we turn to a month of reflection 
and remembrance for loved ones who have died, and for the fallen servicemen and women. 
 
In the benefice, we will have a very important service - All Souls’ Day - which falls on Sunday 2 
November at 7.30pm at St George’s Church. It is a very moving service where we bring to mind 
our loved ones who have died and light a candle in their memory. Then, the following weekend, 
we have our Remembrance Sunday Services: 10.45am in St George’s followed by the laying of 
wreaths at the war memorial and 10.50am in Sandhurst, with the Act of Remembrance taking 
place at the war memorial, followed by a church service in the Mission Church. It is a special 
time for our local communities to honour and remember with gratitude the lives lost in the  
two World Wars and conflicts beyond. 
 
Back in September, Revd Ylva and I led a local pilgrimage/mindfulness walk around Benenden’s 
beautiful countryside, taking in the fields, ancient woodland, and pathways, and reflecting on 
certain aspects of the landscape through poems, scripture, and exercises to calm the mind and 
enliven the senses. We are so lucky to live in such a stunning part of the country, and with that  
in mind, may I encourage you to don your walking boots, wrap up against the elements, and  
go out to explore your local area, even if it is just down a leafy lane and back. The benefits of 
getting out in the fresh air are numerous, not least the energising effect that moving the body 
has on your mental wellbeing. 
 
This time last year, I had just returned from Spain after completing the Camino Inglés - or the 
English Camino. We walked from Ferrol in northern Spain to Santiago de Compostela over six 
days, seven intrepid pilgrims on a quest to follow a route that had been trodden for centuries  
by fellow seekers along the path. Along the way, we encountered the most beautiful scenery,  
the kindness of strangers, the delicious Spanish cuisine and a shared sense of purpose, but each 
of us had a different reason for being there. I have been asked on several occasions about the 
impact that the Camino had on me. I learned a lot about myself and my resilience, but most  
of all, I learned how to trust the journey, to trust that God would guide me and be with me 
throughout the challenges and joys of life. I wait expectantly to see where He takes me next! 
 
Oh, by the way, Revd Ylva and I are planning more pilgrimage/mindfulness walks for next year,  
so watch this space. 
 
Lyn Hayes, Authorised Lay Minister 
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Church Letter
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No call­out charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 07776 254458

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

NEW FUSE BOARDS

PILATES CLASSES 
for all abilities Call 

077747 464828  
Email 

pilateswise@mail.com  
Scan

“Kat is such a great 
teacher/mentor, I would 
highly recommend 
her classes.” 
Nicci, Benenden

GROUP MAT CLASSES 
Monday  8.30pm 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Wednesday  10.15am 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Thursday  9am 
Bloomsburys, Biddenden 
 
Thursday  7.45pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden 
 
 
 
GROUP REFORMER CLASSES 
PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS 
Monday-Thursday  9am-4pm 
in new Pilates Studio, Benenden

www.pilateswise.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call John Betts on 
07419 989830 for details

INTERIOR
 DESIGN 

Professional interior design 
services to transform your home 

Website: www.amyseymourinteriors.co.uk
Instagram: @amyseymourinteriors

Email: amy@amyseymourinteriors.co.uk

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.
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When time speeds up, try slowing down 
One of the summer highlights for us is sipping a glass or two of Benenden Bacchus with a packet 
of crisps outside the Bull, watching the sun setting at the end of The Street. It feels like yesterday 
that we were doing just that with a group of friends, chatting about up-and-coming holidays. Yet 
somehow it’s suddenly November and we’re dusting off the wellies for the annual Bonfire and 
Fireworks. Where did the time go and why does this year feel like it’s flown by even more quickly 
than previous years? Is it just us feeling that time speeds up the older you get? 
 
For our great-nieces and nephews, the school term stretches endlessly ahead, and Christmas  
feels an age away for them. We remember the long school summer holidays that seemed to last 
forever. These days the end of July and August flashes by. Psychologists explain this through the 
idea of “proportional theory”, which makes sense. Time feels faster as each moment becomes a 
smaller fraction of our life. When you’re ten years old, a year is ten per cent of your life; when 
you’re 50, it’s only two per cent. 
 
We think it’s more than that, though. We’ve certainly been guilty of getting so immersed in work 
commitments, juggling deadlines, supporting elderly parents and trying to keep up to date with 
housework and admin that the days blur together and the weeks fly by. Have we just allowed 
ourselves to get embroiled in the ‘busyness’ of life. We’ve noticed recently that when you meet 
someone and ask, “How are you?” so many people will include in their response how busy they 
are. Perhaps in our hurry to fit everything in, we forget to be present in that moment. 
 
Neuroscientists have found that when we take the time to stop and let our minds wander or 
daydream, our brain’s ‘default mode network’ lights up. This enables us to process memories, 
emotions and ideas, so slowing down isn’t wasted time; it’s how we make sense of time itself. 
Research shows that people who consciously incorporate pauses into their day report feeling 
they have more time - not less. 
 
If you’re thinking, ‘this is all very well, but I don’t have the luxury of time to rest’, you’ll be pleased 
to hear that in his book ‘The Brain at Rest’, Dr Joseph Jebelli frames rest not as downtime that 
sacrifices productivity, but as something that enables better performance. He sees it not as an 
indulgence but as a biological necessity. 
 
We love the French concept of flânerie - the art of strolling without purpose, simply observing 
the world, curious and unhurried, allowing life to unfold for a while rather than rushing to the 
next thing. We feel it’s an attitude that has a lot to teach us in an age obsessed with speed and 
productivity. The irony being that by resting more we’ll get more done and our perception of 
time will slow down. 
 
Stu and Sue Roberts 
 
(Ed Stu and Sue’s book ‘Ageless Attitude - A Practical Guide to Effortless Ageing’  
is published in November 2025   www.getstrongfitandhappy.com)

Talking Point



Personal care  
Dementia care 
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

There is no place like home...
Home Care Designed to
be as Unique as You Are. 

“We only have positive things to say
about the care Amora has provided 
to our mum over the past 18 months.”
Steve, Tonbridge

amoracare.co.uk        Premium Home Care with Love
Book a free assessment on 01580 231701
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News and Events

Village lunch 
All Benenden villagers are invited to join us for 
lunch in the village hall at 12.30pm on Tuesday  
11 November. If you would like to come and 
haven’t written your name down already, then 
please ring Genevieve by Thursday 6 November 
if possible. It costs just £5 and lifts can be 
arranged. We look forward to seeing you. 

We are hoping as many as our regulars as 
possible will be able to make the Christmas 
village lunch which is on Tuesday 2 December at 
12.30pm in the village hall. Please note this is on 
an earlier date in the month so as not to clash 
with other social calendars. We look forward to 
seeing you and as ever, anyone from the village 
is welcome. Please ring Sheila by Thursday 27 
November if you would like to come and 
haven’t written your name down already. 
Genevieve Greenwood   240526 
Sheila Hume   854627 

 
 
 

Wednesday coffee mornings 
We would love to see more people at the 
coffee morning in the Memorial Hall every 
Wednesday between 10-11.30am, to catch up 
and make new friends. We look forward to 
seeing you soon for a hot drink and a biscuit. 
Gilly Walton   242855   gilly.walton@gmail.com 

New school governors 
The 10:10 Primary Federation comprises 
Benenden and Goudhurst & Kilndown Primary 
Schools and we are looking for new governors 
to join our governing board. Applicants will 
have a passion for education and experience  
in any of the following areas: organisation 
development and growth, fundraising and 
communications, finance and the creative  
use of budget/resources or legal contracts. 

We are an ambitious team committed to 
achieving high standards in primary education 
for the local children we serve today and to 
expand our federation over time so more  
local children get the best educational start  
in life. We meet six times a year and you will 
also need a minimum of five to six free hours  
a month to get involved. Training in schools’ 
governance will be given. 

For more information on schools 
governance: www.nga.org.uk/about/become- 
a-governor-trustee/ Please contact me if you  
are interested. 
Caroline Stern   
caroline.stern@1010federation.org 

 
 
 

Village Autumn Tidy 
The next village tidy is on Saturday  
15 November. Equipment (litter pickers,  
hi viz jackets, bin bags) can be collected  
from outside the village shop from 9am  
and volunteers can take part at any time  
for any length of time between 9 and 11am. 
Litter collected and bagged should be left  
at the village hall and equipment returned  
to the shop by 11am. Volunteers will receive  
a voucher for a drink and cake to be used  
at the café. 

For more information email: 
clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 

HOT FOOD
LICENSED BAR

& LOTS
 MORE

B E N E N D E N  B O N F I R E
&  F I R E W O R K S

Saturday 8 November
GATES OPEN: 5.30pm

BONFIRE: 6.30pm
 FIREWORKS: 7pm

Online Ticket Price
Adults: £7

Children under 16: £4

Tickets are ONLY available online via our website:
THEY WILL NOT BE ON SALE ON THE GATE

www.benendenfireworks.co.uk

A share of any profit will be donated to local groups
and projects.  There is no onsite parking. Please park
considerately and allow up to 20 minutes to walk to

the main entrance of Benenden School.

Children under 5 free



01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff

WEDDINGS  
& PARTIES

with elegance & rustic charmwith elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of  

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

TERRY  
THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER 
Controlling Moles  

using traditional methods  
07746 937 373  �  01580 241759 

terrybaldwin73@icloud.com
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Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Volunteer 
Transport 
Group
Do you live in the parish 
and need a lift to a  
medical appointment? 
 
Just give us a call or email 
and our volunteer drivers 
will do their best to help 
 
01580 240755 
m.moore131156@gmail.com 
Mick Moore

High Weald  
House Clearance  

 
We are your reliable & affordable 

solution to all your clearance needs.  
All general house, flat, office, garage, 

garden part or full clearances. 
Mattresses, white goods  

& scrap metal taken.  
Call us for a free quote 
07835 223099 or email 

info@highwealdhouseclearance.com  
www.highwealdhouseclearance.com 

Cranbrook, Kent TN17 
COVERING KENT & SUSSEX

Freephone 0800 854663 
www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk  

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk  
The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG  

YOUYOUR R LOCLOCAL AL SUPPLIER PLIER OFOF 
Topsoils  Composts  Barks 

Decorative Stone  Aggregates 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags 

 or Loose Loads 
Delivered throughout the South East 



Poppy Appeal collection 
We are once again arranging a limited house-
to-house collection for the Poppy Appeal. 
From 25 October boxes will be placed in  
the community shop, Benenden Hospital,  
the St George’s Club, the primary school, 
Benenden School, the Bull and the Woodcock. 

During the mornings of Saturday 1 and 
Saturday 8 November, we shall establish a 
collection with a wider range of poppy items 
and our allocation of the 2025 enamel badges 
outside the community shop. 
Royal British Legion, Benenden Branch 

 
 
 

Remembrance events 
On Sunday 9 November, the annual 
Remembrance Sunday Service will take place 
at St George’s Church, starting at 10.45am.  
All those with service medals are invited to 
wear them. 

After the service the Royal British Legion 
standard bearer and escorts will lead the 
Benenden School Combined Cadet Force 
contingent to the war memorial for the laying 
of wreaths and the sounding of the Last Post 
and Reveille. 

The main road will not be closed so that  
all present are asked to cross carefully and 
gather in Walkhurst Road. 

On Tuesday 11 November, Armistice Day, 
the senior pupils of the primary school will 
gather at the war memorial at 10.55am to 
remember those parishioners who fell in the 
two World Wars. We invite local residents to 
join this commemoration. 

Benenden Primary School 
Forest school is well and truly up and running 
at Benenden Girl’s School - and a huge thank 
you to the school for access to this lovely 
setting. The children have already made dens, 
built hedgehog houses, made necklaces and 
cooked on the fire. This is in addition to 
climbing trees, playing hide and seek, and a 
more spiritual activity called ‘silent spotter’. 

The Year 5 children spent three action-
packed days and nights at Bewl Water, taking 
part in activities including canoe rafting, giant 
stand-up paddle board, and crate stacking. I 
was privileged to spend the evenings with the 
class and saw them grow their friendships and 
be brave in all sorts of situations. 

You may have spotted some of our Year 6 
children taking part in Bikeability, where they 
have been learning to ride safely on the roads - 
another amazing set of skills that they will take 
into adulthood with them. 

The children in Key Stage 1 are well into 
preparations for the Nativity, and the choir  
are busy practising a selection of Christmas 
songs ready for the events around the village. 
Alison Brook, Headteacher   240565 
a.brook@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
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This year our volunteers will make a limited 
collection house-to-house. All donations are 

much appreciated. 
 
Alternatively, to make a donation 
please consider scanning our 
dedicated QR code. 
 
 

Jane and Robin Dalton Holmes 
Royal British Legion, Benenden Branch 



Merry and Bright 
The sun was shining for our visit to the Pilot 
for our fish and chips and everyone enjoyed it. 
A new person joined us. She had never been 
to Dungeness and was amazed at the views, 
also saying this will be good for her as she has 
no car to venture out in. She was so impressed 
she wanted to join straight away. It made me 
feel all our hard work is worthwhile. 

This is what our club is all about: friendship, 
company and places to visit, plus some talks on 
interesting things. For those who are on their 
own, it’s a nice place to come along to have 
company for a couple of hours a month. 

We have only two meetings left this year, 
plus our Christmas party. We have decided 
there are no membership fees to pay until 
2026, just pay for the tea. On 25 November 
there is a visit from a Guide Dogs for the  
Blind representative. Our Christmas Party  
is on 16 December. 

We would all like to meet you. Feel free  
to just pop along to see if we are for you. 
Transport can be arranged. 
Laraine Penny, Chair   241763 
Julia Collard, Secretary   241944 

Benenden Film Night 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, hailed  
as one of the greatest western films, will be 
showing on Saturday 6 December in the village 
hall. The event, the latest of Benenden’s film 
nights, raises funds to support the hall and 
other village recreational facilities. The evening 
includes a delicious meal (provided by WOW 
Catering), pay bar and raffle. 

Loosely based on facts, the film stars Paul 
Newman as Butch and Robert Redford as 
Sundance, leaders of a wild west outlaw band, 
the Hole in the Wall Gang, who go on the run 
after a train robbery goes wrong. The1969 
Oscar winning film played a major role in 
Robert Redford’s rise to stardom and his 
recent death has focused attention on it 
afresh. It’s a buddy movie, full of sharp, witty 
dialogue as the outlaws try to outrun a 
relentlessly pursuing posse of lawmen. It also 
features Katharine Ross (star of The Graduate 
and The Stepford Wives) as the love interest 
and includes one of Burt Bacharach and Hal 
David’s best-known songs, Raindrops Keep 
Fallin’ On My Head. 

The evening is organised by Benenden 
Village Trust, the charity which runs Benenden 
village hall, the recreation ground and the 
playground. The hall has been an integral part 
of village life for the past 50 years but it loses 
money and its ageing structure needs constant 
repairs and improvements to keep it fit for 
modern life. The recent Storm Amy ripped 
ridge tiles from the roof and exposed a 
serious leak round a window frame. Funds 
from a previous film night have helped provide 
a new space heating boiler. 

So do contact your friends and come  
along. Cowboy hats and boots optional;  
please hitch horses to the car park fence. 
Tickets cost £25 each and will be on sale 
throughout November at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/benenden-village-trust 
or from the village hall Monday to Friday 
mornings. See the advertisement opposite. 
Martin Dickson, Chair, Benenden Village Trust 

 
 
 

14

In association with the  
Friends of St George’s Church 

 

The Music Scholars 
of Benenden School 

 

Wednesday 12 November 2025 
7pm to 8.30pm 

in Benenden School Centenary Hall 
with bar open from 6pm 

 
Attendance Complimentary 

with a retiring collection for the  
Friends of St George’s Church



BVT Film Night

Sat 6 Dec doors 6.30pm film 7pm
Tickets £25, inc supper: 

! www.ticketsource.co.uk/benendenvillagetrust                            

or scan this QR code

! Village Hall Mon-Fri  9.30am-12noon

Village Hall Fundraiser, pay bar and raffle



Self-pay treatments

Fast access 
to treatment for 
everyone

01580 362 880

benendenhospital.org.uk

To book an appointment, call now

4.86
Based on 3500+ reviews

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient 
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay 
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated 
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in 
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and 
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist 
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you 
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.

Choose Benenden Hospital for

    Fast access to diagnosis                             
and treatment

    Leading and highly respected 
Consultants

    Compassionate and    
experienced teams

    Clear and easy to understand 
pricing

Payment 
plans 

available

Everything Outside
Complete Garden & Fencing Solu琀ons

Fencing • Mowing • Hedge Trimming • Tur昀ng
Clearance • Landscaping • Gardening • Digger Work

Concre琀ng • Tree Surgery• Pressure Washing
Pa琀os • Decking • Pergolas • Driveways

01580 766 232    07795 465 861
www.everythingoutside.co.uk

Working File Apr22.indd   5 07/03/2022   15:21:36
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Paws of Praise 
St George’s Church was packed recently for a 
Paws of Praise Service. Over 30 dogs brought 
their owners and families to this special service, 
but not to be outdone, two rats even came in 
their cages and sat in the front row. 

All creatures, great and small, were 
thoroughly well behaved. There were plenty  
of wagging tails as they enjoyed the service 
about respecting our Earth and the animals  
with whom we share our lives, and the planet. 
David Commander thanked them for their 
enthusiasm and participation with dog biscuits  
at the end of the service. 
Sara Tidy 

 
 
 

Benenden Pre-School 
Pre-school welcomed 14 new children in 
September and we are getting to know them and 
their families. They are settling in well, exploring 
all the toys and resources inside, as well as in the 
garden, and getting used to our routines. 

Our first curriculum goal is for children  
to settle in and become confident learners. 
Children thrive as they develop self-assurance 
and really enjoy playing alongside others. As  
they grow in confidence their involvement 
deepens, they begin to play collaboratively  
and develop imaginative role play. 

We make home visits to new starters where 
possible. These are beneficial in helping staff, 
particularly the child’s key person, to get to 
know each child and their family in their own 
space and an opportunity for parents to ask 
questions. While all staff care for all children, it is 
mandatory for a member of staff to be allocated 
as a key person to each child to foster a secure 
relationship, ensure tailored care and learning 
and to serve as a point of contact for parents. 

I must also add that the children who 
returned for their second year of pre-school  
are very welcoming and caring towards their 
new friends. 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Friends of Benenden  
Primary School 
We have had an exciting few weeks filled with 
books, imagination and community spirit. The 
school recently held its first ever readathon - 
an event that not only encouraged pupils to 
dive into the wonderful world of reading but 
also raised an impressive £600 for school 
projects and resources. 

Pupils from every class took part, setting 
personal challenges and logging their reading 
minutes throughout the week. Teachers and 
parents were amazed by the children’s 
enthusiasm and commitment, with many 
students squeezing in extra chapters before 
bedtime or waking up early to read “just one 
more page”. 

To make things even more exciting, special 
prizes were awarded in several categories.  
The ‘Most Minutes Read in a Week’ award 
celebrated those who simply couldn’t put  
their books down, while the ‘Most Books 
Completed’ prize recognised the speedy page-
turners of Benenden. A third award, for the 
‘Largest Range of Text Types’, highlighted those 
who explored everything from poetry and 
comics to non-fiction and novels. 

The readathon has not only raised funds 
but also reminded everyone of the joy and 
adventure that books bring. 

As the excitement settles, preparations are 
already in full swing for the school’s next big 
event: Benenden’s first-ever glow party, taking 
place in November. Pupils can look forward to 
a fun-filled evening with glow sticks, dancing, 
UV face paint, and tattoos. The glow party 
promises to be a dazzling celebration to round 
off the term in style - a well-earned reward 
after all that reading! 

With such enthusiasm and creativity, it’s 
clear that Benenden Primary continues to 
shine brightly, both in literacy and in spirit. 
Evie Banfield and Jane Mason 
friends@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/
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Bespoke structures designed and made in Great Britain

www.ttvc.co.uk

01580 854891



AUTUMN/WINTER 2025
Book now at hemstedpark.com

In partnership with 

The BBC
 Big Band

22 November

Blazin’ Fiddles

9 November

Jess Gillam

11 December

Lost in Music

12 December

The Nutcracker

13 December

Faulty Towers 
Dining Experience
13 & 14 December

The Philharmonia Brass  
at Christmas 
19 December

The Nat King Cole  
Story

13 February

Ben Fogle

23 February

Attention  
All Shipping
26 February

NT Live 
Hamlet

25 January



Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist

Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA      Tel: 01580 211599      email: info@mabg.co.uk

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES

... it’s the word on The Street! 
 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines, and Post Office services.  
We offer a friendly welcome to all our customers as well as delicious drinks and snacks.  
Shop opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-1pm on Sunday.  
Post Office opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
7.30am-4pm on Wednesday and 7.30am-12pm on Saturday.  
Café opening hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am-2pm on Saturday.  
Closed on Sunday. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

ANDY AND SUE’S  
MOBILE  
LOG SPLITTING  
SERVICE Please call 

01580 241792 
07887 997551

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975
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Christmas Lunch 
We will be holding our annual lunch in the 
Memorial Hall for anyone who will be on  
their own on Christmas Day. We meet from 
12.15pm and aim to sit down to eat dinner at 
1pm. Traditionally we watch the King’s Speech 
(the real one, not the film!) at 3pm. 

If you would like to join us please contact 
me or you can pop a note through the rectory 
door. Lifts can be arranged. The sooner we 
have an idea about numbers the easier it is  
to organise the catering. We don’t charge for 
this lunch, but any donations received are 
forwarded to the Catching Lives charity in 
Canterbury that supports homeless people. 

If you have provided food items in the past 
we will be contacting you again; however if you 
would like to offer help in any way this year 
please also contact me. 
Helen Commander   240658   
helenjcommander@gmail.com 

 
 
 

  
BenendenBenenden  
ChurchChurch  
ThursdayThursday  
morning morning   
10-11.30am10-11.30am  
during termduring term  
timetime  
  

ALL WELCOMEALL WELCOME  
  
To book your place callTo book your place call   
Carla on 07743 430 797Carla on 07743 430 797

Talking shop 
This glorious autumn has been enjoyed by  
very many of our café customers, who have 
taken advantage of the clement weather to  
sit outside and enjoy their refreshments. In 
less pleasant weather, the autumn-themed 
decoration and lighting have made the interior 
much more user friendly and happily the café 
is being well used. There’s nothing quite like 
the buzz of a busy café. 

As the festive season approaches, we will  
be raffling our hampers, selling some mince 
pies and cream teas and holding a Christmas 
shopping evening on 28 November from  
5.30-7.30pm. Do come along and see what you 
can find that may not be available in the high 
street. Mid-month Hannah will be selling 
beautiful willow rings and other decorative 
bits (rosehips, dried flowers, pine cones etc) 
for us to create our own Christmas wreaths. 

For our volunteers we are planning a 
Christmas sing-song with hot treats and 
mulled wine on 9 December from 6-7.30pm. 
This is always a popular evening. Please  
bring along anyone you know who might  
be interested in joining our volunteers.  
The shop needs volunteers to exist and it’s  
a lovely way to meet people and make you 
forget your own preoccupations for a while. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk



Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s  
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
l  25/02184/REM Broughton, Rolvenden Road. 

Approval of Reserved Matters (Appearance, 
Landscaping, Layout & Scale) following 
Outline Permission for (Demolition of 
existing structures and storage uses and 
erection of a detached bungalow) 
(23/00188/OUT refers). 

l  25/02332/FULL Land At Hinxden Farm, 
Hinksden Road. Demolition of remaining 
parts of existing hopper hut and construction 
of new building for holiday accommodation 
with associated amenity/parking areas, 
pedestrian track, refuse and cycle store. 

l  25/01906/FULL Land Adjacent Rothermere 
Close, Walkhurst Road. Variation of Condition 
3 of Planning Permission 19/00822/HYBRID - 
Amendment to the shape & design of the 
approved attenuation pond. 

l  25/02016/TPO Vicarage Coach House, The 
Green. TREES: 2 no. LIME (G1) - Crown lift 
up to 5m above ground level. The Parish 
Council supports this application. 

l  25/02129/FULL 13 Rothermere Close. Single 
storey rear extension & installation of 2 no. 
rooflights. The Parish Council supports this 
application. 

More planning matters at: 
benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Iden Green and Benenden WI 
In October, Amanda Taggart gave us an inspiring 
insight into the history of the house and 
gardens at Great Dixter. While familiar to  
many of us, a visit must be amongst our trips  
in 2026. Our social afternoon was a friendly 
get-together and we were impressed again by 
Anna Millen’s floral talents. She demonstrated 
making autumnal and Christmas wreaths and 
using dried flowers. 

We look forward now to our winter party 
in the Memorial Hall on 18 November at 2pm. 
We’ll be entertained by singers Doreen Hulm 
and Beverley Hone and enjoy singing along to 
familiar songs. 

Christmas is fast approaching and our 
Christmas lunch is in the Bull, Benenden,  
on 3 December. Non-members are welcome  
at all our meetings. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

 
 
 

We are having our usual stall  
at the back of the church,  

sell ing our unique Christmas decorations for your 
own table or for friends, also holly with berries, 
ribbons, delicious cheesy biscuits, fudge & mince pies.  
We also take orders for fresh foliage candles  
& table decorations.  
Enquiries please contact alisonprall40@gmail .com

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH  
FLOWER FUND 

 

STALL 
FROM 

SUNDAY  
30 NOVEMBER

Advent  
Carol  
Service

St George’s Church 
Sunday  

30 November 
5pm

The Service of Light
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PRIVATE CLIENT WEALTH MANAGEMENT
& INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

 
FINANCIAL PLANNING  |  INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

ESTATE PLANNING
 With in-person presence in Sissinghurst, CPN provide

independent financial advice and financial & wealth
planning services to a variety of personal and corporate
clients across Kent, Surrey, the South East and beyond.

 
Please contact us if you are interested in finding out more

about the services we provide, across Pensions & ISAs,
Insurance, IHT planning, other investments and more

financial products. We offer a fee free initial discussion &
consultation.

CPN FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

CPN Financial Services Ltd is an appointed representative of CPN Investment Management LLP
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) No. 731205, with

registered / head offices at All Saints Church, West Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1TD.

 
C

CHRIS PAGE (DipPFS) 
Tel: 0208 668 8885

chrisp@cpngroup.co.uk
Tel: 0208 668 8885

Uncomplicated, 
trustworthy and 
confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Benenden School 
It has been a busy and rewarding first half of 
term for all our students. They have taken part 
in a wide range of activities, from volunteering 
in the community and attending an A Level  
fair to enjoying a lively ceilidh with Tonbridge 
School, raft building, numerous sports fixtures, 
creating recyclable fashion, ten-pin bowling and 
trips to Rye. 

A particular highlight was receiving an 
uplifting update from the Rosewood School  
in West Malling, which supports children  
with medical and physical needs. Last year, 
Benenden students raised funds for Rosewood 
through a sponsored musical challenge, and  
it has been wonderful to see the results of 
their efforts: the school has purchased new 
musical instruments that are already enriching 
children’s lives. It was a proud moment for our 
students to see how their charitable work has 
made a real difference. 

Students have also shared their interest in 
the school’s heritage with the local community, 
including giving a talk to the Iden Green and 
Benenden WI. Most recently, a group of 
students and staff joined an archaeological dig 
in Hemsted woods, uncovering the crater of  
a World War II V-1 flying bomb along with 
remnants of the rocket itself. 
Rachel Bailey, Headmistress 

 
 
 

Letter to the Editor 
Please write to the Editor,  
c/o Community Office, Benenden Village 
Hall, Benenden TN17 4DY or email 
benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com 
 
Memories of school lunches 
I noticed in the September issue of the 
magazine that the Gibbon and Buckland school 
house is going to be sold. I remember when I 
went to the primary school by the church on 
The Green that every day we used to line up, 
hold hands two by two, and walk down to it to 
have our lunch. Mrs Clarke, a lovely lady who 
lived in Iden Green, was the cook and served 
up some gorgeous food for us. It was so good 
that most of us went up for second helpings. 
The headmaster and his wife lived next door. 
Susan Downes 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES 
at MARLBOROUGH HOUSE VINEHALL 

37th Season 2025-26 
 

CALIDORE STRING QUARTET 
Saturday 8 November 2025 at 3pm 

 
Programme 

Haydn   String Quartet Op.76, No.5 ‘Largo’ 
Barber   String Quartet in B minor, Op.11 

Dvořák   String Quartet No.12 in F major, Op.96 ‘American’ 
 

MHV, Vinehall Rd, Robertsbridge TN32 5JL 
For full details call 01580 883092 or email 

concerts@mhvschool.co.uk

St George’s Social Club

Snooker - Darts
Situated at Benenden village crossroads

New members welcome

We are open from 8pm every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Thursday and Friday - darts, snooker and socialising. 
Saturday - socialising and various weekend events 
which can be seen on the village calendar

Why not come along and give us a try?



Historic housing ready 
for the move into 
a bright new future 
Most parishioners will be aware of the new 
development in Walkhurst Road. You may also  
be aware that this involves the construction of  
25 new homes. What you may not be aware of  
is that 12 of these new units will be almshouses 
for Benenden Almshouse Charities. 

The origins of the charity date back to the 
18th century and it has been providing homes  
for local residents for nearly 300 years. In 1960 
the Gybbon’s and Sharp’s Charity, which owned 
the former workhouse, Feoffee Cottages, and  
the Thorn House Charity, which owned Thorn 
Cottages, merged to become the Benenden 
Almshouse Charities. The charity has nine existing 
units, of which six are at Feoffee Cottages, which 
adjoins the new development. The remaining 
three, Thorn Cottages, are opposite the tennis 
courts in Iden Green. 

The charity is run by local trustees for local 
people. As almshouses, the units are the only 
form of social housing that are exempt from the 
right to buy. Consequently, the new and existing 
units will be available in perpetuity for the benefit 
of the village. The charity is a registered provider 
of social housing and its scheme provides that the 
selection of occupants is based upon the criteria 
of need and parish residency. The charity has no 

endowments and its sole income is its monthly 
maintenance contributions from the residents. 

The difficulty the charity has faced is the age 
and nature of its existing housing stock. Eight of 
the nine units have only one bedroom and the 
remaining one has two bedrooms. The units are 
cramped with poor services and in need of a 
total upgrade. After much deliberation, the 
trustees decided that the only sensible way 
forward was to look to develop new almshouses, 
not only to supplement its housing portfolio, but 
also to provide the opportunity to remodel the 
existing accommodation. The new units would 
provide flexibility so that this can be done with 
minimal disruption to the current occupants. 

The project to provide new almshouses 
started in 2018. After a long planning process, 
consent was granted in March 2021 for 25 units 
on the land fronting Walkhurst Road and 
adjoining Feoffee Cottages - 12 of these units 
will be almshouses and the remaining 13 units 
private homes. Following planning consent, the 
charity started the process of trying to find a 
suitable development partner. A number of 
acceptable offers were received and terms in 
principle were agreed. The sale of the private 
housing land provided the necessary capital to 
construct the new almshouses. However, due  
to a downturn in the economic climate and 
house sales, together with substantial inflation  
in building costs, the charity found itself with  

Benenden Almshouse Charities



a substantial shortfall in funds to proceed with 
the development. 

In autumn 2023, the charity commenced 
another, more selective, search, for a development 
partner. This resulted in an agreement to sell the 
land with the benefit of planning consent for 
private housing to Canham Homes Limited and 
simultaneously entering into a building contract 
with them to construct the new almshouses. 
Work started on the development in February 
this year with completion of the almshouses due 
in March 2026 and the private housing a few 
months later. 

Of the 12 new almshouses, four will have  
a single bedroom (two of which are being 
constructed to higher accessible standards),  
six will have two bedrooms and the remaining 
two houses three bedrooms. They are laid out  
in a courtyard type setting and will be fully  
fitted out with kitchens, bathrooms, and modern 
services. The units will each have individual air-
source heat pumps and are being constructed to 
high insulation standards. Each property will have 
a small garden area and there will be a communal 
car park. The centre courtyard will feature a 
planted communal area. Advertisements for 
applicants to occupy are likely to be placed in  
this magazine later in the year. 

The existing trustees are very aware of the 
additional management requirements involved  
in an increase in its property portfolio from nine 
units and ten bedrooms up to 21 units and 30 

bedrooms. They are currently looking at its 
management structure and placing a number of 
regular service contracts. Once the project has 
been completed, several trustees have let it be 
known that they wish to stand down. As a result 
the charity is looking for suitable replacements. 

In future it is envisaged that a manager will 
deal with the everyday running of the charity. That 
manager will report to trustees who have specific 
responsibility for such matters as administration, 
finance, property and maintenance, as well as the 
wellbeing of the charity’s residents. Trustees’ 
meetings take place only three or four times a 
year and the workload of the individual trustee 
should be limited. 

The almshouses movement is both an historic 
and a forward-looking organisation with special 
relevance at a time of housing need and shortage. 
This is a particularly exciting time in the history 
of Benenden Almshouse Charities and we 
welcome enquiries as to what we do and what 
being a trustee involves. 

Benenden Almshouse Charities is a local 
charity for local people. Its housing stock is a 
great asset for the village. It has no debt and is  
in a position to expand if that is considered a 
suitable way forward. Anyone who feels they can 
contribute and would like to find out more about 
becoming a trustee should contact the clerk to 
the trustees at benendenalms@gmail.com 
Robin Dalton Holmes, Chair,  
Benenden Almshouse Charities



 
Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01580 239770 / 01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

EST
1900

For a complimentary,  
no obligation quote,  

please feel free to contact us.

We offer all aspects of fencing whether it’s to 
enhance your home and garden, for the  
safety & security of your business or 
agricultural fencing including equine,  

deer and livestock.  
Residential  •  Commercial  •  Agricultural 

 
07748 801426 
info@pearsonfencing.co.uk 
www.pearsonfencing.co.uk d



Power and energy: making 
sense of the numbers 
Energy bills, fuel deliveries, and appliance 
ratings are full of numbers and units. Some 
are in kilowatts, others in kilowatt-hours, and 
many people still think in gallons of oil or 
cubic feet of gas. It can all be a bit confusing. 
Tim Dwyer aims to clear things up for us. 

 
Power or energy: what’s the difference? 
A common confusion is between power and 
energy. Power tells us how fast energy is being 
used. It’s measured in watts (W), or more 
often kilowatts (kW) for bigger appliances  
(1 kW = 1,000 W). One watt is tiny - just 
enough for a small LED light. Energy is the 
total amount of power used over time. It’s 
measured in watt-hours (Wh) or kilowatt-
hours (kWh) (1 kWh = 1,000 Wh). 

A useful way to picture this is to think of 
water in a jug. Energy is like the amount of 
water the jug holds - it just sits there until  
it is poured. Power is the flow when the jug  
is tipped. The more it is tipped, the faster  
the flow (power) and the quicker the jug’s 
contents (energy) are used up. 

Take the example of a 2 kW heater running 
for three hours. Multiply power by time and 
you get energy, so 2 kW × 3 hours = 6 kWh. 
This same calculation works for almost 
everything in the home: boilers, heaters, light 
bulbs, kettles, cookers, computers and more. 

A great way to use this simple calculation  
is to compare energy use. For example, a  
60 W old-style bulb left on for five hours in 
one evening uses about the same energy as  
an 8 W LED bulb, giving the same light, running 
every evening for a whole week. 

 
Old and familiar measures 
Energy bills show kilowatt-hours or kWh 
(sometimes called units) but for those of  
us who prefer the old measures: 
l  1 kWh ≈  

3,412 British Thermal Units (BTUs) 
l  1 litre of heating oil ≈  

10.35 kWh (1 gallon ≈ 47 kWh) 

l  1 cubic metre of natural gas ≈  

11 kWh (1 cu ft ≈ 0.3 kWh) 

l  A cord of seasoned softwood (128 cu feet) ≈ 

5,000 kWh 

So, for example, a 1,000-litre oil tank holds 
about 10,350 kWh of energy. That’s roughly  
the same energy as boiling 100,000 kettles  
or charging 1,000,000 mobile phones! 

 
Efficiency matters 
It is not only the amount of energy supplied 
that matters, but also how efficiently it is 
turned into something useful. That 60 W bulb 
and the 8 W LED bulb can give the same light, 
but the LED is far more efficient. A modern 
condensing gas boiler, working at around 90% 
efficiency, delivers more heat to the radiators 
from the same fuel than an older boiler at 75%. 
Some technologies can even deliver more 
useful energy than they consume. With a heat 
pump, for instance, one unit of electricity can 
give you three or four units of useful heat - a 
topic that will be explored later in this series. 

By understanding the difference between 
power and energy, and remembering the  
role of efficiency, it becomes much easier  
to compare fuels, make sense of bills, and  
see which appliances really make the biggest 
difference. 

 
Coming next:  
Where the energy goes in our homes
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60 W x 5 hours x 1 night  

= 300 Wh per night
8 W x 5 hours x 7 nights 

= 280 Wh per week 

OR



 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

Step away and rest a while!

azaratherapies.co.uk
info@azaratherapies.co.uk 
T: 07711 483038

Transform your skin health with well researched 
technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within. 

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and 
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.  

Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com



Royal British Legion 
Industries: providing vital 
support and independence 
Most people think they have heard of us,  
but they most likely haven’t. Royal British 
Legion Industries (RBLI) is a separate  
charity from the Royal British Legion but  
we share the same ethos to support the 
armed forces community. 

RBLI was founded in 1919, originating  
in the aftermath of World War I, to support 
and care for some of the many thousands of 
soldiers who returned home suffering from 
tuberculosis (TB). Our village in Aylesford, 
Kent, was soon established, quickly becoming 
recognised as the leading national centre of 
TB care at the time, 
thus creating a 
community for 
veterans to receive 
care and support. 

Today RBLI is 
proud to be the home 
of the UK’s largest 
veteran village, 
supporting over  
300 armed forces 
veterans and their 
families. Alongside 
housing and welfare, 
RBLI empowers 

veterans with employment support and career 
development through our award-winning 
Lifeworks programme. 

Britain’s Bravest Manufacturing Company 
(BBMC) is our social enterprise, based in Kent 
and Surrey (and there’s one in Scotland too, 
SBMC). They provide real job opportunities, 
where more than 70% of employees are 
disabled military veterans or civilians. These 
remarkable individuals may be living with 
visible challenges like amputations, or less 
apparent ones, such as PTSD or learning 
difficulties. At RBLI’s social enterprises, they’re 
not just given jobs they’re empowered with 
the tools and opportunities to transform their 
own lives. 

In Aylesford and Scotland, SBMC and BBMC 
focus primarily on producing motorway, rail, 
and commercial signage. BBMC are the sole 
provider of track-side signage for Network 
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As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at 
Vale & Marsh we possess extensive 
knowledge and experience in every 
aspect of residential property. Based  
in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate, 
our friendly and committed team are 
incredibly passionate and conscientious, 
serving our clients impeccably, offering 
sound and expert advice on buying, selling, 
letting and property management. We are highly 
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy, 
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled  
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding  
customer care matters! 

Serving the local community. 

Get In Touch. 
To benefit from our unparalleled  
advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on  

01580 242700 
www.valeandmarsh.com 

 
2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm 

Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Your local Independent 
Estate Agency.

Mr Noah’s 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis

  JSH 
Construction Services  

& Surveying 

 
Justin Hunt 

07710 039 190 
justin@jshsurveying.co.uk

Kitchen Fitting  
Floor & Wall Tiling  
Bathroom & Shower 
Installation Flooring  

Painting & Decorating  
Drylining & Partition Walls  

Suspended Ceilings  
Decking & Patios  

Cladding & Roofing  
Garden Landscaping
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Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES



Rail and also deliver a variety of other signage 
projects across the country, including some 
you may have spotted locally, such as the  
M20 road signs and Barrett Redrow housing 
development signage. Our factory in 
Leatherhead manufacturers printing and 
mailing, with such items as leaflets, engraving, 
number plates and embroidery. 

Every item in our online shop is made or 
fulfilled by veterans and people with disabilities 
who we proudly employ. You’ll find a variety of 
products, including our popular Tommy range, 
which you will often see popping up in villages 
all over the country as we approach 
Remembrance Day in November. 

You may also wish to remember a loved 
one or commemorate someone 
who served with a memorial plaque 
on the Wall of Honour in our 
historic Garden of Honour. 
Throughout the year, large-scale 
commemorative and military events 
are held in this garden, which is 
open 24/7 for anybody to visit. 

Your support not only 
recognises the sacrifices made by 
ex-service personnel but also 
enables RBLI to continue to 
support them for years to come. 
With new developments such as 
the Centenary Village and ongoing 
investment in veteran-specific 
services, RBLI continues to be a 
place where veterans can live, work, 
and thrive, no matter their journey. 
Jenny Skinner, RBLI   rbli.co.uk   
britainsbravestmanufacturing.org.uk

Spotlight
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Wall of Honour, Aylesford

Wall of Honour, Aylesford
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Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home 
set in 5 acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex. 

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by 
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our 
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation. 

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,  
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs. 

We offer residential, convalescence  
and respite stays.

Why not contact the home, arrange a  
visit, and see what we have to offer?

g pPeasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE  |  Tel: 01797 230555
www.peasmarshplace.co.uk  |  Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk

Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an 
independent provider of elderly care since 1984, 

started by the current Viscount Devonport

Career, Family or Relationship Worries?
Stuck in a Rut? Feeling Lost?

Not sure who you are, or what you really want?  
I’m Sara 

An ICF ACC qualified coach and counsellor. 
I can help you 

Relight your spark. 
Find your confidence. 

Discover your direction.
Be the authentic you!

For a friendly, confidential, free initial chat,
contact:

Sara@Peartreeconfidencecoaching.com
www.PearTreeConfidenceCoaching.com 



Peter Driver 
9 August 1954 - 
18 August 2025 
The parish lost a 
good friend in Peter 
Driver recently. He 
was diagnosed early 
this year with a rare 
form of bile duct 
cancer, and although 
he gleefully told us 
that while the 
treatment was likely to be unpleasant, at least 
he’d save a lot of money on haircuts, there was 
to be no happy ending and he passed away at  
the age of 71. 

Peter and his wife Theresa settled in Iden 
Green in 2012 and he became a stalwart of  
the local community, an active member of the 
parish council and a prominent advocate of  
the Neighbourhood Development Plan, also 
engaging with characteristic good humour in  
the uphill battles for improved broadband and 
reduced traffic speeds. He was the instigator  
of the excellent Benenden Nature Facebook 
page and became a valued contributor to this 
magazine, on the subject of bats, assorted flora 
and fauna, and whatever else we chose to throw 
at him. He never felt he’d be up to the job, but 
he always was. 

Having been born in Borough Green in 1954 
and attended Maidstone Technical School, Peter 
became an apprentice with British Telecom, 
where he climbed poles and fixed telephone 
lines and equipment at the exchanges, although 
he and his friends apparently spent most of their 
lunch breaks pursuing all manner of extra-
curricular projects, fixing up cars, raising ducks, 
sledging in the snow and hang-gliding - with 
varying degrees of success and personal injury. 

Eventually he graduated to a position with BT 
International in London, which took him as far 
afield as South Africa, Russia, Greece and Turkey 
- sometimes for weeks at a time - before, having 
spent 40 years with BT, he took early retirement 
and turned his hand to varied part-time jobs, 
including postman and apple juice delivery man. 

Peter had started hanging out with 
Theresa and her two-year-old son, Jamie,  
in 1976 and the three soon became 
inseparable. The couple married in 1978 and 
in 1981 their family was completed by the 
arrival of Kate. Many years later Jamie met 
Jo, and Kate met Dan and had children of 
their own, Pete’s much loved grandchildren 
Miranda, Lily, Frankie and Lyra. 

Peter had been diagnosed with prostate 
cancer in 2010 but took it like he took every 
other setback, concerned but not unduly so. 

He was ‘watched’ by doctors throughout, the 
prostate was removed in 2018 and he got the  
all clear a few months later, having never let the 
illness interrupt his enthusiasm for life. 

He loved the parish and always said he felt 
like he’d finally come home. He threw himself 
into village activity, all the while engaging his 
great passions for music and nature. He loved 
birdwatching from a young age and in later years 
he took an interest in butterfly and bumblebee 
conservation, which led to him initiating a 
project to turn the Beacon Field in Benenden 
into a wildflower meadow. His newest passion 
was bats, and even during his recent cancer 
treatment, when he was feeling well enough  
he’d be up in the middle of the night with his 
detector, trying to identify them by their 
different sounds. 

Having cancer never held Peter back. In 2014 
he rediscovered a love of cycling and set himself 
the challenge of cycling from Lands End to John 
o’Groats, but it was to friends and family in 
Benenden that he always loved to return. His 
compassion, though, wasn’t limited to people  
he knew; he wanted the world to be a better, 
fairer place and for over 15 years he and  
Theresa sponsored a young girl in India, keen  
to give another child a chance of a better life. 

Peter instilled in his family a love of nature 
and music and books which they will no doubt 
pass onto their own children one day, and so his 
legacy lives on. We will miss him, but his memory 
will continue to inspire good deeds carried out 
with inexhaustible good humour. 
Peter Thomas 35
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Keeping up with the 
gardening greats 
I recently gave a talk to the Northiam 
Horticultural Society entitled ‘Planning a Mixed 
Border’. It’s a hot topic and deservedly so,  
as most garden sizes can accommodate one 
and it is modular i.e. you can scale up or down 
according to your planting area and plant 
choices can be flexible - depending on client 
requirements and environmental conditions 
such as soil type, aspect and rainfall. 

The main elements should include height 
from trees, spread from shrubs (both 
deciduous and evergreen), foliage and form and 
finally colour - plus I always throw in something 
scented. Over the years any number of plants 
can be added (or even removed), seasonal 
tweaking keeps the creativity turning over, 
whilst the trees act as towering sentinels, 
spreading their branches far and wide over 
their lower storey, needing only timely 
maintenance to keep them in check. 

We are all aware of Christopher Lloyd 
creating the very famous Long Border at Great 
Dixter and Fergus Garrett’s impossibly perfect 
eye at continuing the planting ethos, but a 
mixed border is essentially what it is. Hidcote 
and Wisley are also worth researching online 
for border inspiration as is the new RHS 
Bridgewater garden near Manchester. Tom 
Stuart-Smith is in charge of the masterplan and 
there is some incredible planting there to view 
(he has also designed and planted all the 
borders around the large glasshouse at Wisley). 

Andy Sturgeon has executed some admirable 
rooftop gardens at the newly developed 
Battersea Power Station, although sadly they 
are accessible only for residents. There is a lot 
online, though, about the project, including 
information from Deepdale Trees, one of the 
suppliers who provided trees such as pinus 
nigra, beech, parrotia and fastigiate hornbeams. 

Andy is one of my go-tos if I need ideas for 
evergreen plantings and also integrating grasses 
into a scheme, and his designs transfer very 
well into a domestic setting, although he is 
raising the bar in the UK now for public access 
areas too. 

Finding a balance between newer trends in 
horticulture and what actually transfers well 
into a client setting can be tricky. I get that 
many designers and horticultural pioneers 
would prefer us to let our gardens stand 
throughout winter and I myself lean more that 
way in my own garden. I do like a composed 
picture of bare branches, berries, evergreen 
shapes and tall bleached perennial stems in 
winter, but most of my clients do not. 

In practice however, if 
I was having to plant 
hundreds of bulbs in a 
bed in November, for 
example, I am not able 
to do this unless I cut all 
the herbaceous plants 
back. I also find emerging 
bulbs in spring should be 
able to do so without 
being disturbed by a 
late-winter cut-back, so 
the timing for this is 
critical. In some cases it 
cannot be done all in 
one go if there is a lot to 
do, especially where there is only a sole 
gardener in charge (rather than a team) whose 
work needs to be staged in order to get the 
garden ready for spring. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



C R A N B R O O K

area too.
We know

because it’s our
your area,

Connect with us

Savills Cranbrook
+44 (0) 1580 720 161
cranbrook@savills.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Chalkdown Riding for the Disabled, 

Staplehurst, are currently looking for 
volunteers to help with their therapeutic  

riding sessions on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings in term time. If you have equine 
experience, enjoy being part of a team and 

would like to help our riders discover  
the healing powers of horses then  

please get in touch.  
All volunteers will need to provide  

two references and will be DBS checked.  
Email staplehurstrda@gmail.com 

for more information 
Or download an application form from 

chalkdownstaplehurst­rda.co.uk

CHALKDOWN RDA 
Charity No1174554 

             @lucyandrewinteriors  ~  lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk  ~  07930 507047

Hand-Finished Curtains  

  & Blinds 

Fabrics & Poles 

Upholstery & Loose Covers 

Wallpaper & Paint 

Lighting & Carpets

www.lucyandrew.co.uk

45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism.  
With our 24-hour emergency service,  

we are only a telephone call away.  
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who 
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process.

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF 
01580 713636  

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB 
01797 260316

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 
www.jperigoeandson.com

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of  
West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP
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