
 
 

 
BEKESBOURNE-WITH-PATRIXBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL  

November 2025 Agenda Pack 

 
 

Agenda Item 1: Those Present  
 

 
Agenda Item 2: Apologies for Absence  
 

 
Agenda Item 3: Declarations of councillor interests relevant to this agenda 
 

 
The meeting is suspended for up to 15 minutes to allow discussion with 

members of the electorate of the parish of Bekesbourne with 
Patrixbourne present at the meeting. 

 
Agenda Item 4: Public representation (notified to the clerk in advance of 
the meeting, agenda items only) 
 
At the time of issuing this agenda pack, there have been no requests to 
speak. 
 
Agenda Item 5: External Reports 
Agenda Item 5.1County Councillor Reports  
 
 



 

 
 



Agenda Item 5.2 City Councillor Reports 
 

 



Parish Council meeting resumes 
 

 
Agenda Item 6: To confirm minutes of the previous meetings  
 
To confirm minutes of the meeting held in September 2025. 
 

 
Agenda Item 7:  To report any matters arising (from the previous meeting 
not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 
 

 
Agenda Item 8: Any s101 Delegated Authority items to be noted by 
council. 
The response to the Canterbury City council was drafted and circulated to 
all councillors. This was the approved and submitted accordingly. 
 

 
Agenda Item 9: Any updates from representatives from external groups (if 
any) 

9.1 Recreation Ground Management Committee 
 

9.2 Village Hall Management Committee  
 
9.3 The River Group 
 
9.4 KALC 
 
9.5 A257 Traffic Management Group 

 

 
Agenda Item 10:Highways Matters 
10.1 20mph limit at Patrixbourne 
 
No progress Clerk has CC’d Cllr Sole into the latest chaser email, as I have 
heard nothing further since September. 
 
10.2 Any new matters to raise 
Any new matters to be raised here. 
 



Agenda Item 11: Finance Matters 
11.1 To note November payment schedule & approve any new payments.  
 
Payments Made Since the last meeting as per financial Regulation 6.8 iii. 

 Payment Amount 

15/10 Hugo Fox Ltd Website fee £23.99 

20/10 Bekesbourne Village Hall- hire fees for 25-26 £112.00 

20/10 Bank Charges (account fees) £4.25 

30/10 N.Purcell October Salary As per salary 

sheet 

5/11 Bekesbourne Recreation Ground- Hire fees 25-26 £70.00 

Payments Due for Approval: 

Recipient  Detail Amount 

N. Purcell October & Nov Phone Bill £10.00 

N. Purcell November HP Ink Subscription £9.99 

 
 
 
11.2  Q2 Accounts July – September 2025 
 
Council to note the following in relation to the accounts: 

• Lloyds Bank has implemented a monthly service charge of £4.25 for 
the Council’s Community Account (formerly referred to as the 
Treasurer’s Account). Following discussions with the bank, it has been 
confirmed that this represents the most favourable terms available 
for this category of account. It is understood that the introduction of 
such charges is now standard practice across community and similar 
banking accounts. 

• The Lloyds Instant Access Saver Account currently holds a balance of 

£1.09 to maintain the account’s active status. This account previously 

held the ring-fenced funds from the sale of land at Aspinall Close, 

which were separated to ensure compliance with the maximum 

Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) protection limit — 

currently £85,000 per financial institution, per account holder. 

• The Council’s current balance stands at £82,556.86, which is just 

below the FSCS protection threshold. With the imminent receipt of 

Section 106 funds, Members are asked to consider whether a transfer 



of funds should be made to ensure the account balance does not 

exceed the £85,000 protection limit. 

• Council is further requested to consider whether to retain or close 

the Instant Access Saver Account. If retained, it could be used to hold 

earmarked reserves. The account currently offers an interest rate of 

0.60%. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

11.3 S106 Funding (Updates) 
After formally raising concerns, with the assistance of Cllr Castle, the CCC 
officer has since been in touch- the invoiced submitted have been 
approved, and we are now awaiting the money for the playground works 
and the pavilion works to reach our account. 
There is still money to be spent - Council to discuss suggestions moving 
forward. 
 
 
11.4 Budget 2026/27 
Parish councils are required under the Local Government Act 1992 (Sections 
41–50) to set an annual budget before determining the precept. The budget 
establishes the council’s planned income and expenditure for the financial 
year and ensures the precept demand is lawful and based on identified 
needs. 
 
Review of Reserves and Forecasts 
In preparing this draft budget, time has been spent reviewing the council’s 
current reserves and updating figures in line with anticipated commitments 
and predicted expenditure up to 31 March 2026. 
This review ensures that earmarked and general reserves remain at 
appropriate levels to meet ongoing projects, maintenance responsibilities, 
and potential contingencies. 
 
Summary of Draft Budget 
The draft budget for 2026–27 has been prepared to maintain essential 
services, meet inflationary pressures, and ensure continued support for 
local facilities and community priorities. 
• Total Expenditure: £24,522.00 
• Total Income (excluding precept): £243.40 
• Resulting Precept Requirement: £24,278.60 
• Proposed Precept Increase: 3.81% 
This increase reflects modest rises in staff and insurance costs, introduction 
of pension contributions, and provision for maintenance and statutory 
services. 
 
 
 



Council are therefore required to: 
1. Discuss the allocated and unallocated reserves. 
2. Agree the budget for 2026–27; and 
3. Set the precept accordingly to fund that agreed budget. 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 

 



 

Agenda Item 12: Planning  
12.1 To Receive Updates on previous consultee responses 
 
Application ref: CA/23/00484 (Land At The Hill) 

Description: Outline planning application for up to 300 residential dwellings 

(including 

affordable housing and older person accommodation), a new community 

hub, introduction of structural planting and landscaping, informal public 

open space and children's play area and surface water flood mitigation and 

attenuation. All matters reserved. 

Appellant’s name: Gladman Developments  

Appeal ref: 3373183 

 

The planning application concerns land known locally as The Hill, 

Littlebourne, near Canterbury. The proposal — brought forward by 

Gladman Developments — seeks outline permission for up to 300 new 

homes, along with a community hub, open spaces, landscaping, and 

associated works. 

 

Canterbury City Council refused the application in 2025, citing key concerns 

including environmental impact, traffic, drainage, and the scale of 

development relative to the existing village. Gladman subsequently lodged 

an appeal with the national Planning Inspectorate, which is expected to 

hold a Public Inquiry in February 2026. 

 

The official appeal reference is 3373183, though formal details have not yet 

been published on the Planning Inspectorate’s online register at the time of 

writing. 

 

Update after meeting with Cllr Castle: 

 

Littlebourne Parish Council has been heavily involved in opposing the 

application. The council has: 

• Publicly stated its objections to the development and CCC’s original 

decision notice. 

• Launched a GoFundMe campaign to raise money for professional 

planning and legal advice ahead of the appeal. 

 



 

Rule 6 Party Status 

LPC initially intended to take part in the inquiry as a Rule 6 party. 

A Rule 6 party is a recognised main participant in a planning inquiry, 

alongside the appellant (developer) and the local planning authority. Rule 6 

status gives a group the right to: 

• Present evidence and call witnesses, 

• Receive and exchange documents with the other main parties, and 

In short, Rule 6 status allows the parish council to act as a full legal 

participant, not just an objector. However, it also carries significant 

obligations and potential cost risks, since parties must prepare professional 

evidence and representation. 

 

LPC initially sought Rule 6 status and began fundraising to cover solicitor 

and barrister fees. However, after considering the likely legal costs and the 

financial risks of potential cost liability, the parish council has since decided 

to withdraw its Rule 6 participation. 

 

While costs are not automatically awarded against a losing Rule 6 party, 

there is a risk of being held liable if a party is deemed to have acted 

unreasonably or contributed to unnecessary expense during the inquiry. 

Even without an award of costs, the outlay for legal representation and 

expert reports can be substantial. 

 

LPC therefore intends to continue representing local opinion and engaging 

with the process through written submissions and public participation, 

rather than as a formal Rule 6 party. 

 

What Can Bekesbourne with Patrixbourne PC do at this stage? 

Because this is now a Planning Inspectorate appeal, the Parish Council’s 

earlier objections to Canterbury City Council are automatically forwarded to 

the Inspectorate, but we can submit further written representations 

directly to the appeal. 

The PC’s updated statement can: 

• Re-emphasise original objections (e.g., transport impact on Bekesbourne 

Lane, sewage and flooding risk, loss of countryside setting). 

• Add any new evidence or local data since the CCC decision  



• Support Littlebourne PC and CCC’s reasons for refusal. 

We can also attend and speak at the Public Inquiry. 

 
12.2 To Discuss any new applications 
No new applications received. 
 
12.3 Outbuildings 
As circulated via email: Planning officer visited the properties in Aspinall 
Close and Bifrons- and advised that there is not a breach of planning. 
 
12.4 Draft Canterbury District Local Plan - Focused consultation (Reg 18) 
The Parish Council response was submitted accordingly. 
 

 
Agenda Item 13: Allotments 
13.1 Any Updates 
No updates. 
 
13.2 Any new matters to report 
 

 
Agenda Item 14: Correspondence  
None 
 

Agenda Item 15: Kent Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation 
(any updates) KALC  
No updates available on their website.  
 
Kent County Council  
No updates available on their website.  
 
Kent Leaders Website  
Public Survey Report “More than 2,000 people across Kent and Medway 
took part in our survey as part of local government reorganisation 
engagement exercise. Key stakeholders gave us their views too.  
 
You can read the full report below:  
View Full Report  
 

https://kentcouncilleaders.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/LGR-Engagement-Exercise-Report-October-2025.pdf


The feedback we received will be used to inform the business cases 
detailing how many unitaries should cover Kent and Medway and what 
areas they should cover.  
 
Those business cases are in the process of being pulled together and will be 
submitted to government by Friday 28 November 2025, who will make the 
final decision in 2026.  
Individual councils will make decisions on their preferred option to submit 
to government throughout November.” 
 

 
Agenda Item 16: Staff Matters Confidential to be held under the Public 
Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 
 
 

 
Agenda Item 17: Next Meeting Date 
12th January 2025 (at the village hall) 


