


Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall
Tuesday 23rd February 2023 at 18.30

Present: Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Innes Davies, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor/Parish Clerk Val Thompstone, County Councillor Frances Nicholson, District Councillor Steven Pugsley.

1 Apologies for Absence 
Received from District Councillor Dave Mansel, Councillor Libby Warden and Councillor Karen Telling

2	Declarations of Interest 
	None

3	Minutes of the Meeting 
	The minutes of the meeting held on 29th November 2022 were approved and signed by the Chairman

4	Planning Matters 
	Cllr Steven Pugsley advised that there were to be changes in the structure of the Planning Committees. Further details can be found by clicking here

5	Highways
	
	Cllr Davies reported that she had made good progress with Kate Brown and that it had been agreed to make various improvements to the roads in the Parish. Please see Appendix 1 for diagrams of proposed improvements. It is hoped these works will commence in April and be completed within three months. 

	Speed Indicator Device (SIDS) – provided that we apply in the correct way, and special training is undertaken by those who are to be responsible for the displays, we are able to have SIDS located within the village. We will need evidence that there is a speeding issue which Cllr Davies was confident we could provide and which the Chairman will need to sign so we could proceed with the application. When approved for a device, we will be required to sign a Memorandum of Understanding Once we have the device we can locate it at our own discretion and Cllrs Davies and Cllr A'Brook will drive along the main road to decide on best position(s). The sign can be moved and does not need to remain in the same place.

	Cllr Davies confirmed that if we wish to add any additional items to indicate to drivers that they are entering a village with a 40mph speed limit, then we can do so. Items such as gates, flowers, wooden casks, etc are all acceptable as long as they are the required distance away from the edge of the road. 

	Regarding the potholes in the village and the acknowledgement of planned works dated 8th November, it was agreed that the pothole situation was being rectified with Cllr Williams having reported a problem through the correct, web based, process and the work having been completed within a week. Other Cllrs commented on the speed of repairs being much swifter.

	The new Highway Steward, Tim Williams took up his employment at the start of January. His main area of focus for the moment will be picking up the outstanding work from late November and December. He will be using the online job request form so please continue to report your work requests via this method.

6	Village Hall	
	Nothing to report

7	Village Coronation Event 
	There is to be a Cheese and Wine event to mark King Charles III's coronation. The event will be free to all and will be financed by the Village Hall. 
	The event will be held between 5pm and 7pm on Sunday 7th May.	
	Future updates on this event will be minuted under 'Village Hall'
	
8	Village Fete
	The Chairman put forward the possibility of organising a Village Fete in the summer, possibly on the August Bank Holiday weekend. It was put to the meeting that there were quite a few new people in the village and this would be a way of trying to integrate them into the community. There was little agreement on whether this could be successful, however, it was suggested that we could perhaps combine with Skilgate, and possibly Morebath. It was agreed that this was a possible way forward and Cllr A'Brook is to contact the Parish Clerk and Skilgate to discuss.

9	Finances
	A cheque for £57.93 was signed to cover:
· £10 hiring fee for village hall
· £47.93 as donation to Jubilee Village Tea (previously overlooked) 
	Cllrs Shaw and A'Brook signed paperwork regarding adding new Parish Clerk as bank signatory and main contact for bank.

10	Wimbleball Lake
	Nothing to report

11	Updates from County Councillor Frances Nicholson and District Councillor Steven Pugsley
Exmoor Local Community Network (LCN) Pilot – Cllr Steven Pugsley
The long awaited report on the proposed boundaries for the new LCNs had been released, together with a breakdown of how the parishes were to be distributed. The report also included the proposed terms of reference to be adopted and outlined an administrative budget proposal of £300K.

Upton is in the geographical location it has always preferred throughout the consultation period,  which means it retains close links with Skilgate and other surrounding locations.

The agreed devolved budget means that parishes can now prioritise which projects need to be done most urgently 

The Exmoor Area Panel was very pleased with the outcome of the consultation and the fact that the Exmoor pilot had been recognised as a working entity. There would not need to be many amendments to the current ways of working going forward. 

It had also been agreed that the Highways pilot model should continue into the new financial year for the Exmoor LCN.

For further information on the above, and to view map, please click here
	
13	Any Other Business
	No other business

	 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.15hrs.

Next meeting dates:

Tuesday 16th May 2023 (+ AGM - 18.00 start)
Tuesday 12th September 2023 
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	Location FIVE.                                                       
1.Remove/dispose of old ‘Crossroads ahead’ sign and post.                                                                               
2,Cutback vegetation so level with existing hedgerow.            


	Location SIX. Grass verge. Adjacent to closest traverse 
yellow bar,                                                                       
1.Install new 76mm posts, qty 2, total height above ground level to be 3.5m, then cap posts. Gap between post to be 0.4m, with post closest to carriageway being positioned 0.8m from carriageway edge.                                         
2.Use additional concrete for foundations of each post.           3.Provide/affix new ‘L/H bend with minor junction on R/H side’ and ‘Pedestrians in road ahead’/’For 270yds’ on grey backing signs. Ensure R/H edge of sign is 0.5m from carriageway edge.                                                        
4.Cutback vegetation, as necessary to carry out installation of posts and signs and ensure clearly visible on approach.    5.Install two new Vergemaster bollards before the newly installed post and signs. From posts at 3m and 10m,        
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B3190, Village Hill, Upton. 
Sign designs. 
[image: ] 
P 602 required.                                                                                                                                                             
Size required 750mm.                                                                                                                                      
CHANNEL MOUTINGS required.                                                                                                                        
Quantity required TWO signs. 
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)P 820A variant required                                                                                                                                           Text height required 50mm.                                                                                                                            
CHANNEL MOUTINGS required.                                                                                                                        
Quantity required ONE sign.                                                                                                                                
Approx sign dim’s of (W) 0.7m x (H) 0.65m with Surface Area approx. 0.5m²     
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P 670 required                                                                                                                                           Text required ‘40’, as shown.                                                                                                              
Size diameter required 450mm.                                                                                                                          
CHANNEL MOUTINGS required.                                                                                                                        
Quantity required EIGHT signs.                                                                                                                                 
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