Tonbridge & Malling
Local Plan

“The Way Forward”

The following is a review of this Local Plan. The origins of which came to light in a plan originally referred to as the Borough Green Garden City and the responses by the villages of Borough Green, Platt, Ightham, Plaxtol, Wrotham and Shipbourne who formed a PARISH ALLIANCE to submit a joint response to the Local Plan, which we believe was a balanced response that gave TMBC their housing, but protected what we value in our villages.  Which TMBC Planning Officers appear to have completely ignored.
The proposals PARISH ALLIANCE support are:
1. Gracelands at Ightham is allocated for development as Ightham wishes
2. That the landfill area north of BG is partly allocated for commercial development and employment
3. Platt industrial  Estate  entrance is moved away from the village, allowing development and jobs
4. DownLands Walk at Wrotham is protected as Public Amenity land.
5. Plaxtol and Shipbourne are very rural and should be protected from development.
The proposals PARISH ALLIANCE oppose are:
SUGGESTION NOTES FOR INDIVIDUAL SUBMISSIONS
Note the numbers associated with the following comments e.g. 408, 311 etc. are the site numbers shown on the map forming part of the PARISH ALLIANCE RESPONSE.  
OPPOSE 408   Borough Green Garden City - H+H Celcon to Nepicar at Wrotham Heath 3000 homes. TMBC suggest the landfill site housing would give us a "Bypass", but it will generate huge extra traffic. This is Greenbelt and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and housing here will be clearly visible from the North Downs.
SUPPORT 311 & 312  Body Landfill Site Wrotham Rd commercial development to provide employment

SUPPORT 230  Gracelands Ightham- support Ightham's demand for housing, elderly accomodation primary school etc

SUPPORT 235  Platinum Way Platt - Rydon homes bid for housing - should be small starter homes.
OPPOSE HOUSING  at 309, the Crest Offices in Quarry Hill –  INSTEAD SUPPORT should be for Borough Green Surgery expansion, not housing. Compensation for this could include SUPPORT for  Crest to be allowed to build  10-15 extra homes on Isles Quarry West? 
NOTE – The land adjacent to the Hanson office is heavily protected greenbelt, ANOB, SSSI and is allocated as amenity/conservation land (TM 94-155, a recent TMBC report)  
SUPPORT 189 Southway, off Staley's Rd within village confines 7 houses

.
OPPOSE HOUSING 198 Downlands Walk public dog-walking and wild place must be preserved.
TMBC are consulting on their LOCAL PLAN  between 30th Sept. and 25th November including  with a Public Meeting on Nov 1st 4.15 in the Borough Green Village Hall.

Please note. The majority of this report has been gained from literature distributed by Borough Green Parish Council.

