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MICKLEHAM PARISH CHURCH - A HISTORY PART 1 – FOUNDATIONS
In 1972 our Church celebrated the thousandth anniversary of its foundation.  The celebrations, lasting a week, culminated in a Service of Thanksgiving attended by the Bishop and a very full congregation.  All the parish, and friends from far and wide, joined in the week’s festivities making the event a truly wonderful occasion.
In the interest of historical accuracy it is necessary to examine the evidence pointing to 972 AD as the date of the church’s foundation; and it must be said that if this refers to the building which stands today as St Michael’s, it is negative because, according to all experts, this structure dates from 1160 or thereabouts.  If, however, the foundation refers to something else - the Church as an organisation, including a building, a parson and a parish, then 972 is well within the limits of credibility; in fact, it may well have been much earlier still.
The evidence for this is clear and concise and can be found in the Domesday Book.  In its entry for Mickleham, besides other terse statements of fact, it says: ‘There is a church’.  So, a church existed here before the Conquest and was built by the Anglo Saxons - probably a wooden structure standing on the site now occupied by the present one.  A feature of interest in the present church might link it with the former one - the West door is thought by some experts to be of Anglo-Saxon design and construction.  Could this have come from the original church?
There is no record as to when the dedication of St Michael and all Angels took place; and here it is worth saying that the name Mickleham has nothing to do with St Michael; it means ‘The Big Homestead or Enclosure’.
The reason for suggesting that the foundation might have preceded 972 is based upon the manner in which some parishes were formed in the early days of English Christendom.  Augustine landed in Thanet in 597 with his band of missionary monks to face the formidable task of converting a horde of pagan tribes, from across the North Sea, to Christianity.  When he died in 614, already centres had been established throughout much of England from which the Gospel was spread.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These were known as Ministers (many still remain) and were, in fact, monasteries with bands of monks who went from them to convert and then to minister to the people in the surrounding villages, holding services in the open air.  When a township or village had embraced the new Faith, a need would be felt for a permanent building in which to worship, and a pious thane would provide the land, build a church and invite one of the monks to come and reside in the village as priest.  This at least was the way many villages and manors got their churches and an area of the surrounding countryside would be allotted as their parish.
According to the ‘Oxford Dictionary of the English Church’ this ‘Parochial System’ has been attributed to Archbishop Theodore in the late 7th century (barely a hundred years after Augustine arrived!) and it spread rapidly.  It is commonly held that its roots including ‘patronage’ stem from the Teutonic system of landlord and pagan priest.
As the nearest Minister was centred in Leatherhead, I suggest that it is unlikely that Mickleham waited from the 7th to 10th century for its own church, parson and parish.
Ronald Shepperd
