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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th January 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon,  D Pennyfather, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

At this point condolences were given to the Clerk over the sad loss of her mother the night before and she was thanked for being here tonight.

1721.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Lewis declared a personal interest in agenda item 
9a) Minute no. 1729a)  and Cllrs Mash, Chesson & Mayer declared a non prejudicial interest in 
agenda item 9d) Minute no. 1729d)

1722.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1723.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1724.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a


correct record.

1725.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1726.
To resolve upon the policies required to complete the model publication scheme and to adopt the same:  It was agreed to adopt the policies as in the Parish Council Scheme.

1727.   To consider future Wittersham Rural Business Partnership Meetings:  The Chairman reported on a successful inaugural meeting the outcome of which had been an interest in having regular meetings so a more formal meeting has been arranged for 7.30pm, February 11th at The Swan.  Clerk to send letters out as before.

1728
To discuss possible availability of a local community resuscitation pack:  The Chairman had circulated some literature on this subject.  Given the rural location of the village the pack could help to save lives.  Training is given and grants are available for purchasing the pack.  Cllr Lewis offered to look into this.  To be looked at again at the next meeting.

1729.
Correspondence:


a)  Mrs Miriam Lewis – e-mail re Byelaws omitted from the last meeting.  Clerk had already answered this e-mail stating that unfortunately she hadn't followed up a request made to Cllr Chesson for which she had apologised.  In answer to a question made during the Public Session the Clerk wasn't aware of a publication scheme made before December 2008.  Cllr Chesson apologised for not answering the original question as to whether there were Byelaws or not but had never said no to knowing of any.  It was generally agreed that records prior to 2002 should be kept centrally and that between now and Easter a suitable alternative should be looked at. 


b)  ABC – Parish Precepts & Concurrent Grants 2009-10 – Clerk reminded Cllrs that by election expenses will now have to be paid for by the Parish Council so is the Precept of £16250 adequate.


Cllrs agreed that there was no justification to increase it.


c)  Kent Primary Care Agency – Rurality of Area.  Unfortunately Wittersham had been missed off the map however Cllrs agreed that the vast majority of the area was rural with the exception of South Ashford.


d)  Alan Lloyd-Smith – State of Church wall by Lych Gate – Cllrs had been able to look at the wall and thought that probably more than just the part by the Lych Gate needed repairing.  Clerk to ask for more than one quote and that no work should be carried out until the Council reached agreement.
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For noting


e)  Christmas cards from KALC and Kent Police


f)   ABC – Notice of Christmas & New Year Refuse and Recycling Collections


g)  KCC – Addition to the length of Public Footpath AT264 at Stone Green


h)  Lyons Electrical – Parish Lighting


i)  KCC – Local Board Meeting 27th January notices – put in Notice Boards and handed out


j)   ABC – Notice of Standards Committee 12th December 2008


k)  ABC – Notice of Standards Committee 22nd December 2008


Circulated

 
l)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News     m)  Parish Forum – Report of 
22/10/08     n)Groundwork News     o)     Housing News

1730.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during December £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 9  £64.80  Authorised


iii)
Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Club Room £60.00  Authorised

1731.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



b)  Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/01576/AS  Park House – Erection of a two storey side extension     
           Granted                                                   
08/01731/AS   The Old Barn, Kingsgate – Single storey side extension                  Refused                                                                 


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Hedge by the old garage site is overhanging the footway.  Clerk 
to contact highways to ask if they can cut it.


d)
Open Spaces –  Rubble still remains on the bonfire site on Coronation Field.  Ray Pratt to 
be contacted.  To note to have a written agreement in place for the event later this year.


e)
Cemetery –  Winter tidy up is required.  Clerk to ask Mrs Hutcheson if she would be 
prepared to organise one as she had done last year.  The Community Service has cleared 
the Cemetery Track in previous years.  Clerk to contact.

1732.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported on more refurbishment and quotes for further work.  More grants have been received.

1733. 
KALC 
- Parish News No. 336 – Nothing to note

1734.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  26th January 2009

1735.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   10th February 2009

1736.
Items for Information:


a)  Suggested that Notice Board could be placed in the Old Gaol, the Forge Meads one going to 


      Lloyds Green.


b)  Gritting is not carried out in The Street.  Clerk to contact Highways.  Safety issue.


c)  Bird scarer in operation over a long period.  Upsetting dogs.  Clerk to contact ABC


d)  Parish Website – no response from article in Outlook on Oxney. Being resubmitted.


e)  Tenterden Improved Meeting to be held on 14th January 2009 


f)  KALC – Service Level Agreement – Draft has been accepted and passed to ABC.  It should be 
     out to Parish Councils in February and should be agreed in March.

The meeting closed at 21.12hrs


