   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th May 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present – Councillors D Mann (Chairman); T Jones (Vice-Chairman); S Brown,                                   D Bowman and L Rock
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Apologies - Councillors M Peters, A Sandhu and S Parsons
Non-Attendance – Councillor K Stealey
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

It was noted that at the Kent County Council Election held on 1st May 2025, Alan Stanley Cecil had been elected as the Member for Wilmington and that County Council Cecil had been advised of the dates of the Parish Meetings and invited to present or submit reports

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025 were approved and adopted         as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having noted that the first instalment of the Council’s Precept and the Government Council Tax Support Grant had been received, the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2025 were approved


(b) Receipts and Payments Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2025
Members advised that they had not received copies of the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31st March 2025. It was therefore agreed that copies would be sent to Members with a request that the Clerk be advised of their acceptance of the figures to enable the Account to be published and the acceptance ratified at the June Meeting of the Council [AP]
(c) Reserves Allocation as at 1 April 2025

Having been approved by the Lead Member on Finance and circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Reserves Allocation as at 1st April 2025 were approved

(d) Cambridge & Counties Bank

It was noted that the interest on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank is to be reduced from 3.55% to 3.30% from 24th May 2025

(e) Internal Audit Plan

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Internal Audit Plan was adopted

(f) Annual Governance Statement

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Annual Governance Statement was adopted and signed by the Chairman

(g) 2024/25 Annual Return

Having noted the content of a Briefing Note, receipt of the draft 2024/25 Annual Return and supporting schedules of variations was noted. It was further noted that the Annual Return would need to be formally approved and signed following the completion of the internal audit, scheduled for 10th June 2025 and that, to ensure the Return was submitted by the statutory deadline of 30th June 2025, an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council would need to be arranged

(h) Streetlighting Contract

It was noted that there had been a 4% increase in the Streetlighting contract 

(i) Tree Work Quote

Having been forwarded to Members in advance of the Meeting, the quote, in the sum of £4,220.00 (VAT excluded), for the work required in Oakfield Park as identified in the recently conducted Survey, was accepted
(j) Employers National Insurance

It was noted that the increase in Employers National Insurance Contributions would add approximately £1,650 to the current year’s staffing cost 

(k) Community Infrastructure Levy
It was noted that on 2nd May 2025 the Council received a Community Infrastructure Levy payment of £3,764.25 for the period 1st October 2024 to 31st March 2025. It was further noted that the payment had to be spent within five years of the date of receipt as, failure to do so, would result in the payment, or any balance thereof, being returned to Dartford Borough Council
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk196301056]Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Minutes of the meeting of the Fair Committee held on 15th April 2025 was noted. It was further noted that the Event Notification Form had been submitted to Dartford Borough Council. The amount of work entailed by the Clerk in preparing the documents required by the Principle Authority was acknowledged 

(b) The Rosemary Centre

It was noted that a remote meeting with the Developers had been arranged for 13th May 2025 which Councillors David Mann, Avtar Sandhu and Deborah Bowman, together with the Clerk would attend

9. Items for Discussion

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Playground Improvements

The Clerk advised that, following the April Meeting of the Council attempts had been made to source a funding stream to fund improvements to the play spaces in both Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove with no success. The Council was either excluded as a ‘local authority’ or unable to meet qualifying criteria such as diversity or representing an area of deprivation

After discussing the location, nature and financing of any improvements or additions to the play equipment at both Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove it was agreed that Councillor Sandhu be asked, in his role as the Borough Councillor for Wilmington, to approach the Leader of Dartford Borough Council to ascertain whether any funding could be obtained from the Principle Authority

(b) Chestnut Grove Noticeboard
It was noted that, following yet another act of vandalism, the noticeboard at Chestnut Grove had been damaged and was not capable of repair. Having voiced both disbelief and anger over the incident It was agreed that what remains of the noticeboard be removed and no replacement installed at the present time.
Concern over the increase in anti-social behaviour and the absence of a police presence in the Parish, particularly in Birchwood Ward was expressed. Members voiced disappointment that there had been no response to a request to meet a Senior Officer from Kent Police. 
Cont’d …….
It was noted that a new Beat Officer had been appointed to patrol the Borough Ward of Wilmington, Sutton at Hone and Hawley which had provided a named contact at Dartford Borough Council’s Community Support Unit. The Clerk was instructed to again try to arrange a meeting [AP]
It was agreed that, in addition, an invitation would be extended to County Councillor Cecil to meet with the Council to lobby for a meaningful police presence across the Parish [AP]
It was suggested that Members should take every opportunity to engage with residents, clubs and organisations in the community to not only explain the Parish Council’s actions but also to encourage the reporting of any incident regardless of the seriousness stressing that reports can, through Crimestoppers, be anonymous
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority being -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00373/FUL – 52 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                          Erection of a ground floor rear extension and front first floor extension over garage

ii. DA/25/00378/FUL – 50 Joydens Wood Road, Wilmington                                                Erection of a new front garden/driveway brickwork wall

iii. DA/25/00277/FUL – Copplestone, Barn End Lane, Wilmington                                             Demolition of existing stores and erection of a new dwelling and vehicle access with associated parking

iv. DA/25/00423/FUL – 28 Capel Place. Wilmington                                                           Erection of a new porch to front elevation, installation of new rooflights on existing storey rear projection

v. [bookmark: _Hlk196301178]DA/25/00379/FUL – 8 Garden Place, Wilmington                                                                                                                  Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a two storey side and rear extension

vi. DA/25/00443/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                                                                    Erection of a single storey side and rear extension

vii. DA/24/00447/TPO – The Willows, 1A Faesten Way, Bexley                                                                                    Application for T1 Ash Tree 4 metres from height of tree and crown (currently 11m height, 10m spread and intended estimated dimesnsions7m height and 5m spread) as per annotated photo and a large overhanging branch to road and pavement to b e reduced as per annotated photo subject to Tree Preservation Order No 12 1983




viii. DA/25/0000396/FUL – 33 Sackville Road, Wilmington                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Demolition of the original outbuildings and sunroom and the creation of a two storey side extension and a part two/part single rear extension with porch and canopy to the front. Loft conversion with rear dormer and roof light on the front roof slope in connection with providing 

ix. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]DA/25/00469/FUL 29 Tile Kiln Lane, Bexley                                                       Proposed loft conversion including roof lights, roof solar panels and a recessed balcony, and the erection of a new roof

x. DA/00411/FUL – 6 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington                                                     Demolition of existing attached garage and erection of a two storey rear extension and a front porch
11. Chair’s Updates

The Chairman advised that AgeUK ran wellbeing courses at Wilmington Community Church and queried whether these could be promoted by the Council, after discussion it was agreed that this could be best achieved through a ‘Chairman’s Newsletter’ 
                           
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor S Brown reported on the current spate of fly-tipping in the vicinity of Common Lane/Parsons Lane. Members expressed appreciation at the speed the rubbish was cleared by Dartford Borough Council’s Waste and Recycling Department Officers

13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941]DA/25/00059/FUL – Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                              Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/00016/FUL – 200 Birchwood Road, Wilmington  Permission Granted
iii. DA/24/01455/FUL – 200 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/00115/FUL – 7 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
v. DA/25/00045/FUL – 1 Wood Close, Bexley                                           Permission Granted
vi. DA/25/00030/FUL – 50 Warren Road, Wilmington                        Permission Granted
vii. DA/24/01156/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
viii. DA/2500091/FUL - 69 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington                         Permission Granted
ix. DA/25/00158/LDC – 8 Manor Close, Wilmington                                   Certified Lawful
x. DA/25/00048/FUL – 7 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington        Permission Granted
xi. DA/25/00159/FUL – 8 Manor Close, Wilmington                        Permission Granted
xii. [bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00180/FUL – 210 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
xiii. DA/25/00292/FUL – Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington                                                                            Permission Refused
xiv. DA/25/00070/FUL – Wilmington Grammar School for Boys, Common Lane, Wilmington                                     Permission Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

An appeal made against a decision by the Planning Authority was noted being

i. [bookmark: _Hlk193448978]DA/01335/FUL – 233 High Road, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk193449062]the adoption of the Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2024-39 was noted
ii. confirmation of the diversion of Footpath DR 122 (Hook Green Lane to DR313) was noted
iii. receipt and refusal of an invitation to attend Dartford Borough Council’s Annual Meeting was noted
iv. [bookmark: _Hlk196301235]having been forwarded to the Council’s Coordinators in advance of the Meeting to cascade to volunteers, receipt of details of the Kent Community Speedwatch Conference to be held on 14th June was noted
v. the attendance or Councillors D Mann, L Rock and M Peters at the ‘Beams in the Community’ event on 23rd June 2025 was noted
vi. permission given for Oakfield Community School to hold a Sports Day in Oakfield Park on Tuesday 8th July 2024 (KS1 in the morning and KS2 in the afternoon) for which a charge of £40 would be made to cover the use of the Pavilion’s internal toilets was noted
vii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, an invitation from Shepherd Neame for a representative of the Parish Council and a guest to attend the official opening of The Orange Tree on 1st May 2025 was noted. It was further noted that the invitation had been accepted by Councillor D Mann who would be accompanied by his wife
viii. it was noted that PC 15680Jodie Daly had been appointed as the Beat Officer for Wilmington, Sutton at Hone & Hawley

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 19:55

Signed ………………………………….. (Chairman)
                                
4th June 2025
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