
1 

 

Elmsted with Hastingleigh 

Community News 

St James the Great 
Elmsted 

St Mary the Virgin 
Hastingleigh 

     June 2018      40p 



2 

 

 

  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block  01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block 01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
 bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk 
 

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 720152 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks  
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading advertis-
ing or incorrect editorial supplied to 
us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising:  shepandali@hotmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

S ummer appears to be on the 
way, with the days lengthening 

well into the evening. The weather 
has been mostly sunny and was 
beautiful for the Spring Fair. Thank 
you to everyone that came and sup-
ported the Fair, which raised 
£1641.49. A big thank you must also 
go out to those that ran the stalls 
and set up the event. The WI supper 
was a success with fun had by all 
and far too much eaten! Thanks to 
the ladies of the WI who provided 
the food and decorated the hall for 
the evening. Our Parish upon the 
Hills is calling for ideas on different 
ways of reaching out to people, see 
page 9 and 11 for a thought provok-
ing read. The annual summer BBQ 
will be held at the hall on the 16th 
June, please come along for a fun 
evening. As always letters, articles 
and comments are very welcome. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 

2 
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Hastingleigh 

with 

Elmsted 

Women’s 

Institute 

Good, Feel Better’. This is a charity 
which helps people to face cancer 
with confidence. They help women 
and teenagers to manage the visi-
ble effects of cancer treatment. 
The charity holds free confidence 
boosting skincare and make-up 
workshops and masterclasses 
across the UK for any women     
undergoing treatment for any type 
of cancer. If you would like to find 
out more, visit their website for 
more information:                              
lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk 

As the meeting was a meal out 
there was no Flower of the Month 
winner or competition winner. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 7th June at 7.30 p.m., 
in the Evington Hall, where we will 
be having a talk on Buttons by Ms 
Alison Ellman-Brown. Any new 
members will be made most           
welcome.  
                                   Marie Wenham 

  3 

H astingleigh with Elmsted 
W.I. met on Thursday the 

3rd of May 2018 at the George 
in Molash.  

The May meeting is a meal 
out due to the hall often being 
used as a Polling Station in May. 

15 members attended, and an 
enjoyable meal was had by all. 

We discussed various items of 
business, including finalising the 
menu for the village meal on the 
18th May. We also discussed this 
year’s WI resolution which is 
‘Mental Health Matters’. 

The charity the Hastingleigh 
with Elmsted WI are raising 
money for this year is ‘Look 

‘Look Good, Feel 

Better’ 
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Wye Beauty 
Shellac Manicures - colour lasts three weeks 

Waxing - hot and warm 

Electrolysis hair removal 
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment 
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage 
Spray Tanning - lasts up to two weeks 
Ear piercing 
Facials 

Microdermabrasion 
Manicures/Pedicures 
Threading 
Visiting foot care professional 
Microcurrent face-lifting 
Bridal & semi-permanent make-up 

Guinot Skincare 
 

Gift Vouchers available 

35 years experience 

Qualified/mature staff 

 

29 Bridge Street, Wye 

Robyn Gardener 
AABThC BABTAC 

01233 811550 

4 

Open Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm (later by appt)  
Saturday 9am - 1pm 

LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 
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From the 

Gardeners’ 
AGM 

O n Tuesday 17th April,     
Evington Gardeners’ Socie-

ty held their Annual General 
Meeting at the village hall, which 
was well attended. 

The chairman reported that it 
had been a year of mixed for-
tunes for the committee, as Jane 
Pearce and Chris and Jack Luck 
have moved away from the area. 
Fortunately for the society, this 
was not until the end of the sum-
mer season. They will be greatly 
missed as they played a huge 
part in the running of the society 
and we wish them well for the 
future. Thank you, Chris, Jane 
and Jack for all your hard work 
and support over the years. 

Lorraine Lawrence, Charles 
Lawson and Helen Ransley have 
been welcomed on to the com-
mittee. 

Stan mentioned the fair num-
ber of speakers throughout the 
year, who have made the month-
ly meetings interesting and en-
tertaining. We also had a couple 

of trips out organised, and the 
evening outing to Tram Hatch gar-
den, Charing, gave us an insight 
into another beautifully maintained 
private garden, followed by tea and 
cake in their spacious function 
room. Unfortunately, due to             
extremely wet weather conditions, 
the outing to Winchelsea open gar-
dens had to be cancelled. 

Other activities during the year 
included a successful plant stall at 
the May fair, the annual dinner in 
September at the Black Horse, 
Monks Horton and the Christmas 
party in December at the village 
hall, with entertainment courtesy 
of Trevor Wye and the Studio Play-
ers, followed by cheese and wine. 
Many thanks to Trevor for making 
the evening an enjoyable event.           
The annual BBQ, held at Staple 
Lees was also well attended and 
was another enjoyable event, in 
pleasant surroundings, for the soci-
ety. Thank you, Barbara. 

Stan then thanked the com-
mittee for all the effort they have 
put in over a busy year in which all 
members have been involved. 
There are also many people who 
help behind the scenes who               
deserve recognition for their help. 
Thank you to them and to Robin 
who is always there helping in the 
background. 



8 

 

Domestic 
Installer 
Scheme 

Edward Young 
Electrical Installation & 

Security systems 
Registered Electrician 

Established over 30 years 
All types of installation work carried out 

Fault finding and repairs 
Farm, domestic, commercial 

01303 813654 
07702 640237 

6 

john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 
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at the May fair on May 7th.       
Jean will also lead an evening 
walk to look at the orchids,       
details to be published later. 

At the end of the meeting, 
Derek thanked Stan for his       
immense contribution to the soci-
ety as chairman and the members 
showed their appreciation. The 
business of the evening was               
followed by cheese and wine and 
social chat, and a raffle. 

                                                 HR 

There is another full                 
programme scheduled for the 
coming year, including a visit to 
the Salutation Gardens in Sand-
wich and an evening outing to 
Rock Cottage, Bilsington, our 
thanks to Yvonne and Barbara 
for making this happen. 
Our next event is the plant stall 

Gardeners’ AGM 
Cont. 

‘So they do 

say…!’ 

I n the past few hundred years, 
people unexpectedly died     

during the night and though it 
was thought strange, it did not 
seem uncommon for this to            
happen without explanation.  

Hedge cutting and general 
maintenance of trees was, and 
still is common for farm folks who 
in the past then burnt the branch-
es both during the day and at 
night, to keep the house warm. 
They didn’t realise that elder 
wood, when burnt, releases            
cyanide poison into the air. The 

leaves, twigs, branches, seeds, 
and roots of Sambucus plants 
can contain cyanidin glycoside. 
The plant is considered toxic 
with the most poisonous parts 
contained mostly in the bark, 
leaves and stems.  

 
From Celia Congreve’s poem 
(1930): 
 
Beechwood fires are bright and 

clear 
If the logs are kept a year, 

Chestnut's only good they say, 
If for logs 'tis laid away. 

Make a fire of Elder tree, 
Death within your house will be… 
                                   TW
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01227 

709204 

8 
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 Parish        

Upon The 

Hills 

prising of places. In the love we 
show each other, the smile of a 
stranger, and the kind actions of 
a giving heart. A simple act of 
kindness from an unexpected 
source, can brighten the darkest 
of lives.  

Being a Christian is an act of 
faith. I can prove Jesus existed, 
and I can research his life in his-
torical texts. There are records 
of his life in many other places 
than the bible. Was he the Son 
of God? Well he said so, so if we 
do not accept that as truth then 
he was either a liar or a mad 
man! A liar does not fit with his 
life and works as he lived out 
what he said and taught, and a 
mad man would not have been 
able to sustain his ever growing 
following, so what stops so 
many of us from accepting this 
truth?  

I think the answers to that 
question are as varied as the 
people who are asking it! For 
many I think perhaps it is fear  or 
reluctance to change! The idea 
that if I hold to be true all that 
which I have heard about "this 
Man" then I must change is 
scary. Also, surely being ex-
pected to go to church every 
Sunday morning is enough to 

 

W ell here we are, winter is 
finally over and spring     

appears to have sprung. (Hopefully 
we’ll have a better summer this 
year!)  Whenever I am out and 
about  I still count my blessings 
that God called me to such a beau-
tiful part of the country. But it's 
easy to see God in this gorgeous 
place, but how do people who live 
in really difficult areas find beauty 
in their surroundings? 

The secret is to look for God on 
the inside. How is he there in wars 
torn areas, refugee camps and 
famines? 

People with big hearts and kind 
souls, that’s where he is. Those 
who are prepared to step out of 
their comfort zone and easy lives, 
to go to such places, put their lives 
at risk, and give their hearts to    
others. They radiate care and love, 
and have a real inner beauty. 
God can be seen in their hearts and 
actions, and found in the most sur-
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Tressenden Designs  
A Seamstress and costume maker with eight years of experience.  

 Clothing Alterations. 
 Repair work undertaken. 
 Made to Measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions. 
 Modern and Vintage designs.  
 Costumes, ball gowns and Wedding dresses 

 
For more information or a quote please contact Amy on: 
Mobile: 07853 202304     Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk 

SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

Advertise with us 
 

Get your business 
advertising seen in 200 

households in the 
Hastingleigh and Elmsted 

areas through this magazine. 
 

Contact Ali on: 
shepandali@hotmail.com 
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Library  

Van 
T he Library van will be 

parked in the village hall 
carpark on Tuesday 12th and     
Tuesday 26th June                            
09.45 - 10.15. 

put anyone off! Isn’t it? 
Change is uncomfortable for 

most of us and this is true of 
those within church, as well as 
those outside. We all like what 
we are used to.  

So, when we do ‘try’ church, 
the chances are we won’t find a 
‘good fit’! 

So, my challenge to the reader 
is; “if you could design a church 
service to suit you, what would it 
be like? Cafe church, a space for 
questions, something no one else 
has done? I would really love to 
know, and offer such a service. 
I would even consider a group 
like agnostics anonymous which 
runs in Wye. 

Whatever we are with God 
and each other, we should always 
be ourselves, or the best version 
of that we can manage, because 
that's the person God loves, and 
try to see the good (or God) in all 
those around us. The good in our 
neighbours, our surroundings, 
our lives. Look for what is best in 
even the darkest of situations 
and remember that most of the 
people around us don't have 

their 'stuff' anymore together than 
we do! They are probably just as 
insecure, shy, self doubting and 
easily knocked back as we are. 
Smile, even when you don't feel 
like it and see how many people 
smile back. See the beauty in all 
things and try not to take your 
happiness at someone else's ex-
pense. If we really did "Love our 
neighbour the way we would like 
to be loved" then we would see 
God all around us and the world 
would be a little more like heaven 
than it currently is. 

So let me know what you think 
and what you would like to see 
happen in your little bit of this 
beautiful part of Kent? 
God Bless, 
                                            Lorraine x  

Parish Upon The 

Hills Cont. 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  Fully in-



15 

 

13 

Evington 

Hall AGM 

well used and provides users with 
easy access to bookings, the Hall 
calendar, etc.  I should like to thank 
Shelley and Sue for their ongoing 
involvement with this. 

I would also like to mention how 
pleased we were to see Bodsham 
School once again using the Hall for 
their Nativity Production last year.  
We hope that the School will con-
tinue to use the Hall for their Year 6 
Leavers and Nativity productions 
long into the future.  Another new 
regular user of the Hall is the "Bop 
Shop", a dance session for Mothers 
and Toddlers. This is run as a subsid-
iary of the Toddler Group and, by all 
accounts, is doing well. On the sub-
ject of the Toddler Group, we are 
delighted to hear that their num-
bers have increased considerably 
during the past year, to the extent 
that they asked the Hall for addi-
tional small chairs and tables, which 
the Hall with financial help from a 
local resident donor, were pleased 
to provide.   

Our two main fund raising activi-
ties, the Christmas Bazaar and the 
Jumble Sale were, as ever, success-
ful events. These, along with the 
regular Coffee Mornings, Whist 
Drives and Trevor Wye's Christmas 
Musical Evening, have helped to 

keep our rents as low as is practi-
cally possible. 

Special thanks are due to John 

D uring the last year, improve-
ments to the Hall have con-

tinued in that our Car Park, which 
was in a bad state and in urgent 
need of repair, has been completely 
resurfaced. The work was carried 
out, free of charge to the Hall, by 
Quinn Estates and we must thank 
them and John Argar, Chairman of 
Elmsted Parish Council, for facili-
tating this project. The Hall Execu-
tive Committee have commissioned 
Mrs Fox of Elmsted as a gardener 
which has taken the pressure off 
those kind volunteers, especially 
Sheila, Jean and others, whom we 
thank for looking after the garden 
for many years.  Thanks are also 
due to Paul and Robbie Boxall for 
keeping our windows and gutters in 
a sparkling condition and to John & 
Jill Argar for disposing of the Hall's 
rubbish.  In October of last year, 
Oliver Block, who had taken on the 
cleaning of the Hall in 2015, handed 
in his notice.  We are very pleased 
that Angela Dray, a resident of 
Hastingleigh, has taken on this role.  

The Hall website continues to be 

Chairmans’ Report 
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Crabtree Farm Cottages  

Self-catering holiday lets in Hastingleigh 
 

Ian and Amanda wish you 
a warm welcome 

• Two cottages, each offering: 
• Master bedroom with double 

oak bed 
• Second bedroom with twin oak 

beds 
• Lounge/kitchen, luxury 

bathroom 
• Wall-mounted flatscreen TV 
• Pets welcome 
• Children’s play area 

 
www.crabtreefarm.co.uk 
01233 750345 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 



17 

 

   15 

and Peggy Hughes, Bunty Healey 
and Jenny Denny for managing 
the refreshments at the monthly 
Coffee Mornings.  Sadly, John and 
Peggy felt it was time for them to 
retire from their Coffee Morning 
duties in December last year and 
we know they will both be 
missed.  However, we are very 
pleased that Jenny Green, Bridget 
Gunn, Lorraine Lawrence and Sue 
Lawson have very kindly stepped 
in to help Bunty Healey and Jenny 
Denny keep this important 
monthly event alive.     

Sadly Sue Lawson, our long 
serving Secretary for over 18 
years, had to retire in September 
last year due to poor health.  
However, we are delighted to 
learn that Sue is feeling much 
better following her operation 
and is wishing to remain as a Hall 
Trustee.  Thanks are due to Nico-
la Phipps who stepped in as Tem-
porary Secretary.  Whilst on the 
subject of service to the Hall, I 
would also like to thank Sheila 
Burrage for her incredibly long 
service of 44 years as Treasurer 
of the Hall.  Sheila has decided to 
step down tonight but again, the 
good news is that she would like 

Club 

Draw 

T he latest winning numbers 
for the Evington                                 

Community Project 100 club            
March draw are:  

1st Prize:   No.  53   
2nd Prize: No:  34  
3rd Prize: No:  100  

Magazine 

Articles 

P lease ensure that all                
articles for the magazine 

are submitted by the 15th of the 
month. 

to remain a Trustee.   
In conclusion, I should like to 

thank Sheila, Sue, Nicola and all the 
Trustees of the Hall for their support 
during the year and for all of you 
and others who use and help keep 
this fantastic Community Asset in 
such good condition.   
                     Robin Helmer, Chairman 
 
 

Evington Hall 
Cont. 
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MATHS TUITION 
GCSE & iGCSE 

Key Stage 2-4 

Preparation for Kent Test & Entrance exams 

Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

I am patient, reliable and approachable. 

Using a wide range of resources I 

enable students to reach their potential. 

 

Clare Newman 01227 700291 

 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

3/6 
First  

Sunday 
09.30—Petham—Group service for Elmsted, Hastingleigh, 
Petham & Waltham 

10/6 
Second 
Sunday 

08.00—Waltham – BCP Communion,   
10.00—Bodsham School—Messy Church                            
11.00—Petham – Communion 
 

17/6 
Third 

Sunday 

09:30—Waltham Communion 
11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
11.00—Petham Family Service (No Communion) 
18.00—Elmsted Choral Evensong 

27/5 
Fourth 
Sunday 

11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
11:00—Petham Family Communion 

May 26th 
Jun 2nd 

Mrs Morris 
Mrs French 

Mrs McFarlane 
Mrs Hewson 

Jun 9th 
Jun 16th 

Mrs Boxall 
Mrs Pell 

Mrs Jeffery 

Jun 23rd 
Jun 30th 

Mrs Young 
Mrs Jerrom 
Mrs Courtney 

Mrs Wright 
Mrs Thrupp 

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 

   St Mary’s       St James’ 

18 
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Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450  ra-
vi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Lawrence 
(with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, Waltham): 
The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409 lor-
raine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs Ten Hove 01227 700460. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 
www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Diary Dates - June 
 
Fri 1st W.I. Workshop    10.00 - 13.00 
Tues 5th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
Wed      6th Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs  7th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
   W.I. Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Tues       12th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   Hastingleigh P.C Meeting  19.45 
Wed      13th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     14th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
Sat          16th The Guild for the Deaf BBQ  16.00    
Tues      19th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00  
Wed      20th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     21st Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
Fri      22nd Gardeners’ BBQ    19.00  
Tues       26th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00  
Wed       27th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     28th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
    
    
All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated 
 
Library van at the hall carpark on Tuesday  12th and 26th June 
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and from Sue Boxall 01233 750206 
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       Your Pet in Portrait 

      mary.belotti@gmail.com 

     07530 733352 
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first edition, says this, "… the 
church stands on a hill in the 
middle of [Elmsted] …  lower 
down in the bottom is Evington-
court, a good house of brick and 
sashed, to which the present Sir 
John Honywood has added 
much, and laid out the park-
grounds round it ...”. The 
Honywood family occupied this 
property until 1900 when it was 
leased to the Earl of Guilford. 
The house and its estate was 
sold to Lord Ashburton in 1906. 
Leased to Lord Robertson 
c.1909. Sold to Sir William 
Crundall in 1916. Leased to 
Colonel and Mrs Irby. A Mr Rich-
ard Price later offered it for sale 
in 1935. Removal of the roof 
and partial demolition took 
place in 1938. The remainder of 
the house was later pulled down 
leaving only the brick-vaulted 
cellars. 

Sir Filmer Honywood com-
ments that the addition of a 
third storey, is believed to have 
followed damage by fire in 1812 
in which Elizabeth Charlotte 
Honywood died (an infant 
daughter of Sir John Courtenay 
Honywood 5th Bt, and his wife 
Mary).  I imagine that only     
urgent repairs were carried out 

From the 

History 

Enthusiast  

Evington Mansion or Court later 
Evington House or Place 

D uring the reign of Henry III 
(1216-1272) the early deeds 

of this place mentioned that it was 
named after the Evington family.  It 
came into the hands of the Gay 
family and then the Honywood 
family. (Hasted’s History of Kent)). 

An inventory of about 1585 
gives its accommodation as (beds 
in brackets): Hall, Great Parlour, 
Little Parlour, Chamber over Hall 
(2), Chamber over Parlour (2), 
Chamber over Little Parlour (1), [?
Mens] Chamber (3), Buttery Cham-
ber (4), Hall Place, Buttery, Cellar, 
Kitchen, Larders, Back House, Out 
House, Brew House, Brew House 
Loft, Milk House and Wheat Loft. 

Eventually it had to be replaced. 
Hasted, on page 311 of vol iii in his 

Places or things that 

existed or have 

changed over time 
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.uk 

Lady Painter 

Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 10 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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Places or things that 

existed or have 

changed over time 

Cont. 

immediately, as the estate         
finances had been under official 
administration until John Cour-
tenay came of age and following 
the death of his father. There is 
a memorial plaque to “The             
remains” of Elizabeth Charlotte 
in Elmsted Church. 

 
The Ice House 

Situated opposite the site of 
the demolished Evington Place 
on the side of the hill towards 
Bodsham. Probably used by the 
Honywood family as a cool stor-
age place. Shown on the first 
edition of the 25” to 1 mile OS 
map of 1872 but was marked as 
disused on the 1898 map. 

Sir Filmer Honywood com-
ments that the Ice House was 
definitely in use by the family 
until around the 1890s when 
chunks of ice were placed in it 
during each winter. 
 
Tithe Barn next St James’s 
Church 

Probably the site of Elmsted’s 

ECP           

Spring Fair 

A  very pleasant afternoon 

was spent at the Spring Fair 

in the glorious sunshine on May 

Bank Holiday Monday.                                                   

Thank you to all of you who 

attended, a very fine sum of 

£1641.49 was raised. 

St James’s Church Fair which from 
early times was held there every 
25th July. Demolished in the 1960s. 
Rachel Gibbs, nee Youard once of 
Elmsted Court in an earlier article 
remembered Mrs Sheddon the 
owner putting on plays there. John 
Argar remembers his grandfather 
saying that he played his fiddle 
there. 

My thanks to John, Rachel and 
Sir Filmer 
                               History enthusiast 
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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I  am pleased to report that, at 
long last, that we are progress-

ing well with potato planting. Still a 
few days more to go but the end is 
in sight.   

Although we started planting 
only a few days later than normal 
the extraordinary weather has            
intervened.  After a damp April we 
then had a mini heat wave with 
soaring temperatures which almost 
baked the soil surface and made 
seedbed preparation a challenge.  
We started to plant and made the 
most of the conditions.  All was 
going well until the “beast from the 
east” arrived.  I have never seen 
anything like it…. Depending on 
where you happen to live, between 
2 and 3 inches of rain fell in 18 
hours.  Everything stopped and it 
was all hands to the pumps, literal-
ly.  Drains were inundated, the 
house started to flood, and fields 
developed large lakes.  Fortunately, 
no lasting damage was done, and 
the fields drained quickly.  The 
newly planted potatoes looked in a 
very sorry state.  The soil had 
washed badly, even exposing the 
seeds in some places, and then the 
surface dried into a hard cap.  The 

hills were saturated and cold.  Not an 
ideal environment for a seed potato!  
Soil temperatures in the baulks are 
rising and are now 18 degrees C at 
150mm depth.  Hopefully the seeds 
will now shoot and push their way 
upwards, through the crust, and 
emerge.   

We lost a week because of the 
torrential rain and had to start from 
scratch creating suitable soil condi-
tions.  Recently planting conditions 
have been excellent and as a result I 
am happier with the later sown crop 
than the earlier ones.  But we are 
now three weeks late completing 
planting. 

With the improving forecast it 
was decided to mow the herbage 
seed for silage.  There was a heavy 
crop from the very leafy grass.  To 
improve the quality the crop was 
turned three times to help the 
wilting process.  The bales have now 
been wrapped and stacked, and the 
field cleared.  Nitrogen and some 
growth regulator will be applied as 
soon as I have a tractor available.  
The grass will now produce a seed 

(the last lehead in about three 
weeks’ time and this will develop, 
self-pollinate, and produce the crop 
which we will harvest at the end of 
July. 

Other crops are moving through 
their growth stages very rapidly.  The 
oilseed rape has almost finished 
flowering and the small seed pods 

Farming 

Notebook 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    
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be moved to outlying fields, far away 
from temptation, for the summer. 

As there is plentiful grass at the 
moment we have kept all of last 
year’s heifer calves.  A few are big 
enough, and are suitable replace-
ments for the herd, to be able to run 
with the bull this summer.  The rest 
will be kept together and have a  
further assessment later on. Some 
may be put to the bull in the winter 
with the Minnis cattle. 

There is some irony that at a 
time of year when there is so much 
to do outside I have spent days and 
days locked in the office trying to fill 
in my Basic Payment Scheme forms 
on line before the 14th May dead-
line.  It could be assumed that after 
27 years of form filling under differ-
ing acronyms, Integrated Agricultur-
al Compensation Scheme, Single 
Payment Scheme and now BPS, it 
would be routine.  I am sure it would 
be if Department of the Environ-
ment, Food and Rural Affairs, the 
Rural Payments Agency and the   
Rural Land Registry didn’t keep on 
moving the goalposts and changing 
the rules.  In the last few years     
arable farmers have to meet target 
Environmental Focus Areas.  These 
could be nitrogen fixing crops such 
as peas or beans.  An easy choice for 

us.  This year we cannot do this, but 
we can count hedges.  The RLR 
helpfully provided maps on which 
were marked our hedges.  Every 

are clearly visible.  The winter barley 
in now in ear.  And the winter wheats 
have their flag leaves af) fully 
emerged.  The flag leaf is often         
referred to as the “engine room” of 
the crop as it is from here that all the 
sugars are produced which will fill 
the grains.  The leaf has a much            
bigger surface area than any other 
leaf and is well suited to maximising 
the use of the sun’s energy.  We take 
great care of the flag leaf as any    
damage from disease can seriously 
reduce yield.   

Spring beans and the spring oats 
are now growing well after a late 
start. 

Calving has come to an end for 
now.  There are a few cows who are 
not due until July.   

All the cattle are now out on 
grass and looking very content.  The 
calves have been de-horned 
(although many were found to be 
“polled” or hornless - a genetic trait 
that we think has come from the 
bull), double tagged, and, in the case 
of the males, castrated.   

Over the next few days we intend 
to bring the cows into the yard to 
have a bit of a sort out.  Some of the 
cows are not suitable to run with the 
bull again, for a variety of reasons.  
These animals, with their calves will 

Farming               

Notebook cont. 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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Farming cont. 

single field was wrong!!  One 1.5 Ha 
field was split into eight parcels for 
no apparent reason.  It looked like a 
shattered mirror!  (It had been cor-
rect for 26 years!!!) 

So, I had to apply for hedges, 
adjacent hedges, and trees in line, 
even ones that did not appear on 
the maps on the BPS forms.  Then I 
have had to fill in a RLE1 form for 
each field with the correct hedges 
marked, wrong hedges deleted, and 
correct boundaries reinstated.  With 
maps and forms together, the pack-
age was over 80 pages of A4 and had 

to be sent as a small parcel!  DEFRA 
have announced that they will pro-
cess all RLE1 forms submitted before 
11 July before they process the BPS 
forms.  I still have not been paid for 
2017 (due from 1st December 2017).  
There is not the faintest chance that 
anyone will get paid on time for 2018.  
Apart from spending 30% of the agri-
cultural budget on admin, DEFRA 
probably will be fined for late pay-
ments.  You really could not make it 
up……. 

Now at least I can get back out of 
the office, and enjoy a glorious    
evening.   

                     W Wilson-Haffenden 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Louise Courtenay   01233 750439 
louise@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 
Anna Geering    01227 709808 
anna@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 

Event flowers   www.cgflowers.co.uk 

• Parties 
• Sympathy 
• Weddings  

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@cgflowers.co.uk
mailto:anna@cgflowers.co.uk
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 In Aid of The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

Park House, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622  Fax: 01303 863007 

www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
 

Saturday 2nd June 

at Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN 
 

Boot Fair from 8am 
 Cars  £7 /  Vans £10 

 

Dog & Owners Fun Day  
Entertainment from 12noon 

Southern Golden Retrievers ~ Samphire Dog Training 
Swalecliffe & District Dog Training Society  ~ Dog Agility 

Companion Dog Show with Pedigree & Fun Classes 
Entries from 12noon, judging from 2pm 

Judge: Sally Wakeling 
Celebrity Judges: Pam Ferris & Lord Whisky President,                                      

Dr Roger Mugford 
 

Hot & Cold Refreshments 
Tombola ~ Lots of stalls 

Face Painting ~ Ample Free Parking ~ Admission by donation 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT PARK HOUSE 
Saturday 21st July ~ Boot & Summer Fayre 

Saturday 11th August ~ Boot & Late Summer Fayre 
Saturday 15th September ~ Boot & Autumn Fayre 

 
For more details about any of our events, information about                       

re-homing an animal or details of how to become a Friend of Lord 
Whisky, please call 01303 862622 or visit www.lordwhisky.co.uk 



36 

 

40 

 

COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns 
MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 

0344 880 7700  

34 
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• VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 

Style Matters 

CVs, Brochures, Programmes. Wedding and Personal Stationery. 
Proofreading and research services. 
Special rates for Students: theses etc. 
 

Telephone: 01233 750425 
Emails: kerry.relton@googlemail.com 
jill.relton@tesco.net 
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


