
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 5th October 2026
Present: 


Sandra Cosier

(SC)
Chair and Councillor & District Councillor 
Keith Hickson 

(KH) 
Vice-Chair 

Joe Deane 

(JD) 
Councillor 
Jim Coleman

(JC)
Councillor

Robin Morley 

(RM) 
Councillor

Thomas Elliott-Frey
(TEF)
Councillor

Trudi Gasser 

(TG) 
Parish Clerk
In Attendance: 
Steve Cosier 

(SCo) 
District Councillor 

Dan Levy 

(DL) 
County Councillor

1 Member of the public 
	MIN REF
	ITEM

	26/117
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None


	26/118
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No interests were declared


	26/119
	APPROVAL OF THE PC MINUTES 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the 7th September 2026 were reviewed, approved by the PC and signed by the chair. 


	26/120
	MATTERS ARISING

The water leak on Steads Lane is now on both sides of the lane 

- TG to report on Fixmystreet.

26/118 – The defibrillator is now installed and live at the Methodist Church – TEF to create and publicise a list of locations of Defibrillators in the Parish.  It was suggested that a sign is purchased pointing to the direction of the new defibrillator – TG to action.
SC proposed paying the Methodist Church £25 per year for the electricity used for the cabinet.  KH seconded – all were in favour – TG to progress.



	26/121
	COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

See attached appendix for full report from Steve Cosier & Sandra Cosier, District Councillors and Dan Levy, County Councillor.


	26/122
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Hedge on the Green
Thanks were expressed for trimming the hedge on the Green, however, there are still gaps in the hedge.  PC are to visit and look into options.  RM to look at the cost of replacement hedging.


	26/123
	PLANNING

Planning Applications:
(INSERT DETAILS)
SC had drafted comments to the application for approval by the PC.  TG asked for any further comments to be provided by 7th October, so the PC’s comment can be submitted.

Local Plan:

SC had drafted comments for approval – all were in favour with the comments.   TG to submit.



	26/124
	106 ART FUND

SC/KH to progress with Dan/Jeanette Barton.



	26/125
	ROADS

Data from the VAS signs in the village is as follows:
Sutton: 80,406 of 112,183 vehicles were over the speed limit (71.68%).

Stanton Harcourt: 29,219 of 32,855 vehicles were over the speed limit (88.94%).
Consultation is underway for the speed reduction scheme.  JC reported that Thames Valley Police had published a Speeding Survey – JC to circulate to all and publicise on Social Media.

Pot Holes: A number of pot holes had been marked for repair and further would be marked this weekend.


	26/126
	MAINTENANCE

· Broken Play Equipment – JS exploring possibilities of replacing the broken spring on the paly equipment. 
· Broken glass at OGR – the PC are waiting for a date for the repair to be carried out.
· The No Dog signs had been installed in the play areas.

Current Maintenance issues:

· There is an area which needs clearing of debris in the cemetery to make room for the bins – RM to progress with John.

Maintenance Assessments:

There are still a couple of areas which require inspection – TG to save on the shared drive and send instructions for access to all.


	26/127
	VILLAGE VOICE 

The PC contribution to Village Voice was discussed. JC to provide copy for the next issue.
The deadline for VV content is the 20th of each month. 



	26/128
	GUARDROOM

Three different heating options are being explored. Costings and details to be provided at the November meeting for consideration.


	26/129
	VILLAGE HALL

Nothing to report.


	26/130
	CORRESPONDENCE

Nothing to report.

 

	26/131
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The PC need to prepare their 2027/8 budget.  TG asked all to provide suggestions and costings so the first draft can be compiled for discussion at the next meeting.
The Festival Committee are providing a Christmas Tree to be located on The Green, to replace the one which has died.

JC is sourcing a further tree for the Old Guardroom.

It was reported that the trees in the entrance to the cemetery are overgrown and need attention – TG to look into.


	26/132
	NEXT MEETING

· The next ordinary meeting of the PC: 7.30pm Monday 2nd November 2026 at the Old Guardroom. 




Signed ..........................................................................................

Date .............................................................................................. 
County Councillor report 

Stanton Harcourt Parish Council, 5 October 2026 

Local government Reform 

Very unexpectedly, the government announced a hiatus and review.  This was probably 

driven by the judicial review applications from some councils including Essex and 

Hampshire, and the almost complete failure to take account of the criteria set out by 

the government when it started the process.   

We don’t know what will happen next.   The Secretary of State has confirmed that LGR 

will continue, along with the creation of mayoral strategic authorities.    My best guess is 

a one year delay.  And I hope the government will change its mind about the wasteful 

and pointless 3 unitary option.    

There will be elections for WODC, in the usual thirds, with the new councillors serving 

for a period yet to be announced.   Stanton Harcourt, as part of a two-member ward,  is 

in its fallow year, so no elections here.      

We had been expecting elections instead to the unitary authority. 

Budget 

Budget pressures will be a continuing theme for the rest of the existence of Oxfordshire 

County Council.    However long that is.   A combination of a reduction in government 

grant of £27m,  high inflation and continued increasing demands means the focus has 

to be on cuts.  Nobody wants that, and we will do our best to make sure that core 

services are retained.   70% of budget goes on adult social care and children’s services, 

most of which is for statutory obligations that can’t be trimmed. 

A lot of the budgetary work to date has been predicated on the basis that LGR was going 

ahead.  The shock delay puts extra burden on the finances. 

Road and Bus changes 

Botley Road finally reopened to motor vehicles on September 20.   

This led to the implementation of new bus routes and timetables. 

The S1 has  reverted to going via Botley.  The S2 goes down the A40 and Woodstock 

Road.  The X52 express from Eynsham and H2 to Summertown and the hospitals stay as 

they were.   And the WOCT service from Stanton Harcourt to Eynsham and Hanborough 

links to these.    You can use a MybusOxfordshire ticket so there is one fare regardless of 

which bus company you are using. 

The temporary congestion charge has been superseded by the filter scheme that was 

originally planned.  This means that you can now drive to anywhere in the city, providing 

you choose a route that doesn’t pass a filter.  So, to get to the Westgate you would 

choose Botley Road, to Jericho Woodstock Road.   Residents get 25 free passes to 

ignore the filters - if you are registered for the congestion charge you will be 

automatically enrolled and if not please do.   The objective is to keep the buses moving 

and encourage more bus use and cycling, to beat Oxford’s car congestion.  Much more 

info here  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxford-traffic

filters/about-traffic-filters 

Road maintenance 

The good weather has meant that the pothole backlog is substantially fixed.  Our 

expectation though is that we can expect significant flood danger in the months to 

come, because of the parched ground and likely heavy downpours.  Hence the work on 

flushing and then fixing culverts and drains – you may recall we put £4m into drain repair 

to fix the 20 years of neglect.     But even a perfect drain can’t cope with the 

consequences of our changing climate.   It is extremely likely that there will be above 

average rainfall later this year. 

The vegetation clearance related to the A40 bus lanes and junctions is well underway.  It 

is always distressing to see trees having to be removed, but it is inevitable in the project.  

There will be an overall gain in the number of trees in the area in the end as well as a 

biodiversity net gain. 

Shores Green 

Shores Green junction is open.   

Ahead of schedule and on budget, and permitting access to the westbound A40 for 

vehicles from east of Witney without having to go through Witney town centre.  It will be 

interesting to see what the effect is on Lower Road and on villages south of the A40. 

Planning 

I am pleased to say that the County Council has objected to the housing proposed 

opposite Flexneys Paddock, on highways grounds and on flooding grounds.  It is of 

course possible that the applicant will change its proposal in order to alleviate these 

concerns.   WODC will consider the application in due course, I am sure. 

As ever, please contact me on dan.levy@oxfordshire.gov.uk
West Oxfordshire District Councillor’s Report: October 2026 

Cllr Steve & Sandra Cosier

Thames Water Meeting:
As the District Councillors for Aston, Standlake, Northmoor, Sutton and Stanton Harcourt, we have seen the distress caused by sewage infrastructure failures firsthand. In September we meet with Simon Britton (Head of Waste Operations), Andrew Hagen (Systems Modelling), and Katherine Lovering (Asset Planning). At Thames Water.
Our approach was collaborative, but firm. We reminded Thames Water that the current state of our infrastructure in the ward is unacceptable. We discussed accountability and clear timelines for updating infrastructure to ensure our villages are no longer left swimming in sewage.
We discussed the "43-day rain" event of the previous season highlighting the critical vulnerability in our village’s network, and the sewage failures being caused by unwanted flow.
With 25 houses for Aston, 200 for Standlake, and 125 for Bampton included in the West Oxfordshire Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan 2043, we challenged Thames Water on how they plan to accommodate this growth. We were informed that Thames Water utilises a robust internal planning framework known as the SOLAR process to forecast growth and size upgrades. They explained that they maintain a "10-year headroom" policy.
We pushed Thames Water for strategic Infrastructure commitments and timetables. The following table summarises the specific commitments secured for our ward:

	Location
	Infrastructure Commitment
	Target Completion/Status

	Bampton  Sewage  Treatment  Works
	Over 50% capacity expansion  based on flow.
	Completion due Spring  (currently in design phase).

	Bampton Network
	3km sewer pipe lining to prevent infiltration.
	Implementation 2025. Note: Liners cannot be installed in high groundwater as it deforms the material.


	Standlake  Network
	9km sewer lining. Data Note:  While perceived as the  "worst," Standlake averages  60-70 spills/year (the lowest  of the three locations),  though this remains a  priority.
	Targeted completion by  2030.

	Stanton Harcourt
	Phosphorus (Nutrient) removal scheme to protect effluent quality and local flora/fauna.
	Fully operational.

	Ward-wide
	Categorized as "High Priority  Sites" under WINEP due to  environmental sensitivity.
	Ongoing under 2021  Environment Act mandates.


We have been able to ask for a plan to mitigate El Niño risks for the current season, Thames Water are now implementing several "Incremental Step Changes”:
· Fleet Expansion: 30 additional contractor vehicles secured via Lanes for Drains to increase tankering capacity.
· Proactive Maintenance: Planned network cleaning and debris removal completed ahead of wet weather.
· Real-Time Technology: Installation of sewer depth sensors to provide early warnings of rising levels.
· Improved Communication: A new "Hydraulic Overload Customer Journey" has been launched. This replaces automated text closures with detailed status information for residents during crisis events.
We have also been able to create a direct operational liaison with the Head of Waste Operations. This gives us a direct line to leadership when we feel our most vulnerable residents, and villages during storm events are under threat. We will continue to work for transparency, including regular updates and the continued publication of the "Groundwater Infiltration System Management Plan" for the ward.
West Oxfordshire Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan 2043
Since the launch of the West Oxfordshire Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan 2043, we have been actively working to ensure that all residents in the ward are aware of the proposals in the Consultation. Using Facebook, delivering leaflets, and Instagram we have encouraged all residents throughout the ward to add their comments. As District Councillors, we still remain highly sceptical about the proposed infrastructure, and the number of houses being propounded in the ward. The high-level development goals in the plan (905 homes per year in West Oxfordshire) do not align with the realistic, on-the-ground capacity of the ward’s existing local service. The new local plan seems to be promising new roads, schools, healthcare facilities, and utilities, but the actual delivery of these upgrades can frequently lag behind the construction of new housing or commercial spaces. We also remain doubtful about the Local Plan’s Biodiversity targets. The Local Plan promotes Biodiversity Net Gain and Nature Recovery but has not assessed how the proposed scale of development would affect biodiversity intactness across West Oxfordshire. There is little evidence that the cumulative effect of the plan will maintain or improve biodiversity intactness at a district-wide scale.
Council Considers Motion on UK Food Resilience and Security (Cllr Steve Cosier)
At a recent Council meeting, councillors from all parties supported my motion addressing the UK’s increasingly fragile food system. The UK currently imports 40% of its food, including 80% of its fruit and vegetables, leaving the nation vulnerable to extreme weather and international supply disruptions.
My motion explained that the UK has lacked a national civilian food stockpile since the Cold War. Operating on a "just-in-time" supply chain leaves food distribution exposed to climate shocks and cyber breakdowns. Extreme weather drove a third of 2023 food price inflation and contributed to three of the UK’s five worst cereal harvests on record this decade. Today, 18% of households with children experience food insecurity.
I argued that to build long-term resilience, experts advocate providing financial support to farmers to increase arable crop production, which could free an area nearly the size of Scotland for growing food. Restoring natural ecosystems and strengthening biosecurity were commended to the council as essential, prudent measures to protect future food supplies. The Council agreed to request that the Leader writes to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and West Oxfordshire’s Members of Parliament calling for a comprehensive National Food Security Strategy. As well as requesting that the Leader writes to the Cabinet Office and the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology urging enhanced cyber resilience for the UK’s food distribution and cold-chain networks, including consideration of their designation as Critical National Infrastructure where appropriate, and asking the Executive to work with local farmers, businesses and community organizations to identify opportunities to strengthen local food resilience and support sustainable food production across West Oxfordshire.
If you would like to discuss anything in this report, please contact us.
Best wishes
Cllr Steve & Sandra Cosier steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk Sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk

