North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 21 February 2024

Present: Councillor   Agnew (Chair)
              Councillors: Burnett, Duell, R Farrell, Loftus, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance:   I. Humphries       - Clerk
                          Cllr Ashby           - Newcastle City Council
                           Mr P Jacques    - Brunton Park Scout Group 

                         
90.   Apologies for absence
        Apologies for absence were received from Councillors O Farrell, Henning 
        and Mears. 

91.   Scout Group Annual Report
        Peter Jacques was present to to give his annual report on the activities of the 
        Scout Group by way of paying the peppercorn rent required in the lease of the 
        premises.

        Members were given an update on the Group’s on-going training of Volunteers 
        and the Scout Association’s transformation programme, aimed at recruitment 
        and retention of adult volunteers. He advised that the group was healthy in 
        terms of number of young people. The key issues for the Group were attracting 
        new adult volunteers and identifying accommodation for the sections populated 
        by the Great Park. Significant work had been undertaken to the building and grounds over the last year.

92.   Issues raised by Members of the Public
        There were no issues raised.

93.   Ward Councillor Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]         Councillor Ashby gave an update on the following issues - 
· Melbury adoption – pressure put on City Council to adopt individual phases as they are brought up to adoptable standard. Members questioned the adoption of suds and drains, being advised that suds were already adopted. They also expressed the view that a time line for adoption would be really useful. 
· Trees – replacement trees planted on Great North Road central reservation. It was suggested that the City council replace the tree recently lost on Lincoln Green.
· Ouseburn Way – members sought confirmation that transport links to Ouseburn Way would be retained.
· Heritage Walk – residents seeking improved access
· Bus services – project covering whole of Tyneside being scrutinised.
· Foodbank – referrals welcomed.
         
94.   Minutes
         The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 January 2024    
were confirmed as a correct record subject to re-numbering of the last two minutes and change from Mr Robertson to Mr Robinson.

95.   Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
       There were no matters. 

96.  Meeting with City Council
       Members noted that the next Parish Councils/ City Council meeting was to be 
 held on 13 March. The Chair and Councillor Rawling agreed to represent the     Parish Council.  

97. Consultation on City Council Ward Boundary Review
      Members noted the consultation and had no comment to make at this stage.

98.  Police Matters
      Members were advised of a scheme that would provide regular crime statistics 
      and it was agreed that the Parish Council sign up as soon as it was made 
available. The Chair also commented on difficulties in getting registered for the Speed-watch scheme. 

99. Correspondence
       Members received information on the City Council’s proposed Newcastle Plan 
       Including dates of drop-in sessions. 

100.  Financial Matters
         Members approved payment of room hire fees.
                                                                                                  
101.  Planning Matters      
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/0184/01/TPO
	Fencer Hill Square: tree works
	No objection

	2024/0074/01/DET
	Land south of Rotary Way: erection of coffee shop/café building with associated drive through; erection of fuel filling station, electric vehicle charging facilities, car wash, jet wash, air/water and vacuuming facilities, and filling station building with retail and outside seating area; formation of new access to north onto rotary Way and new access east onto N1318; associated parking, landscaping and engineering works
	The Chair offered a detailed draft letter of objection which was approved for submission to the Planning process.

	2024/0116/01/HOU
	49 Clayworth Road: erection of porch to front, single storey extension to front and first floor extension to side above existing garage.
	No objection


        

102. Matters raised by Members
· Members were informed of councillor O Farrell’s intention to resign for family reasons. It was agreed that the process to advertise the vacancy be commenced once the letter of resignation was received by the Clerk.
· Easedale Avenue pavements – photos of damage had been sent to City Council.
· The great Park Neighbourhood association was to meet with the Great Park Consortium to discuss a range of issues including adoption of Melbury.
· The sign advising motorists of fines if using the bridge was missing from the junction of Greenfield Avenue/ Brunton Lane.
· Members were shown pictures of the disease to trees felled recently on Great North Road central reservation.
· The Community Centre was seeking individuals to become involved in the running of the Centre. A number of roles were available.



Date of Next Meeting
20 March 2024


